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Celebration of the Life of
James Linwood Sanderlin
October 20, 1941—January 25, 2021
The people stand and remain standing for the Opening Hymn and Collects.

Officiant: I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord.
Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me
shall never die.
John 11:25–26

For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my skin has been thus destroyed,
yet in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.

Job 19:25–27

For none of us has life in himself,
and none of us dies to himself.
For if we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord.
So, then, whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s.

Romans 14:7–9

For we brought nothing into this world,
and we cannot take anything out of this world.
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
Blessed be the name of the Lord.

Timothy 6:7, Job 1:21

Blessed are the dead who die
in the Lord from now on.
Blessed indeed, says the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labors.

Revelation 14:13

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And with your spirit.
Officiant: Let us pray.
Officiant: O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed
death and brought life and immortality to light: Grant that your servant Jim, being
raised with him, may know the strength of his presence and rejoice in his eternal glory;
who, with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.
People: Amen.
Officiant: Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal
graciously those who mourn, especially Dixie and her family and her brothers and
sisters in Christ. Surround us with your love, that we may not be overwhelmed by our
loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Amen.
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Issac Watts | William Croft Words & Music: Public Domain.
For use solely with SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
CCLI License #2429023

Opening Hymn: O God, Our Help in Ages Past vs. 1–6

The people sit.
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The Liturgy of the Word
Old Testament: Isaiah 25:6–9; 41:10 Reader: Barry Sanderlin

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a
feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 And he
will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that
is spread over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will
wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from
all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 9 It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our
God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited
for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 41:10 Do not fear, for I am with you;
do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold
you with my righteous right hand.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
3

Psalm: 16:1–11

Reader: Meredith Thrower

Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.”
I say of the holy people who are in the land, “They are the noble ones
in whom is all my delight.
Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more.
I will not pour out libations of blood to such gods or take up their names on my lips.
Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
surely I have a delightful inheritance.
I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me.
I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure,
Because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful
one see decay.
You make known to me the path of life, you will fill me with joy in your presence, with
eternal pleasures at your hand.
Reader and People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

New Testament: John 14:1–7

Reader: Eleanor Allen

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place
where I am going.
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the
way?
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on,
you do know him and have seen him.”
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel.

Hymn: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

CCLI Song #3063417 Charles H. Webb/Frederick Faber/Lizzie Shove Tourjee
Words: Public Domain Music: 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House
License #2429023
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The Holy Gospel: John 5:24–26
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. “Truly,
truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The people sit.

The Eulogy: Elaine Ryan
The Homily: The Rev. Mike Moffitt
The Apostles’ Creed
The people stand and affirm the creed with the officiant.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The people kneel or sit reverently.
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The Prayers of the People
Officiant:
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:

Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:
Officiant:
People:

Let us pray. Almighty God, you knit together your elect in one communion
and fellowship, in the mystical body of your Son, Christ our Lord: Grant, we
pray, to your whole Church in heaven and on earth, your light and peace.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection
may die to sin and rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and
gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith,
that your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed
from all our sins, and serve you in faithful obedience.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your fatherly care, that, casting
their grief on you, they may know the consolation of your love.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe
and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the
resurrection to life everlasting.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant us grace to entrust Jim to your never-failing love; receive him into
the arms of your mercy, and remember him according to the favor which you
show to all your people.
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of you, he may go from
strength to strength in the life of perfect service in your heavenly kingdom.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Silence may be kept.
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The Peace
Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
It is our tradition to offer a sign of peace to those seated near you.

The Holy Communion
The people stand.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Celebrant:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of
everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and
when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in
the heavens. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

Mark A. Miller | The United Methodist Hymnal © Words: 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) Music: 1999 Abingdon Press (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All
rights reserved. CCLI License # 2429023
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The Prayer of Consecration
The people kneel or sit reverently.

Priest: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and
when we had sinned against you and became subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your
will, he stretched out his arms upon the Cross and offered himself once and for all, that
by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his resurrection he broke the bonds of
death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to
your right hand in glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace.
On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my
Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which
is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do
this in remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Priest and People: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Priest: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Word and
Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy sacrament, and be made one body
with him, so that he may dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face. All this we ask through
your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.
People: Amen.
Priest: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
Priest and People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

9

The Breaking of the Bread

The priest breaks the consecrated Bread and says

Priest: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Priest: The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion of the People
If you are a baptized Christian, we welcome you to Holy Communion at Light of Christ
Anglican Church. Both the bread and the wine are offered at Communion. You may
receive the wine with the communion kit in your pew, bring the communion kit to the
altar and partake of it there, or take the wafer offered and dip it in the communion cup
at the altar. If you do not wish to receive one of the elements, please indicate by crossing your arms upon your chest.

Communion Hymns

The people are invited to join in singing the Communion hymn.

Hymn: I Am the Bread of Life vs. 1–5
Suzanne Toolan | © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc.
Text: Based on John 6 and 11; © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense #A-714729

The people are invited to join in singing the Communion hymn.

Continued
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The people come forward as invited to do so by the ushers. If you are unable to come
forward, please notify an usher during Communion of your desire to receive at your
seat. The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words:
Eucharist Minister: The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven.
Communicant:
Amen.
Eucharist Minister: The Blood of Christ, the Cup of salvation.

Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual
food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given unto
us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a
comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no
death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through
Jesus Christ our Savior.
People: Amen.
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Please stand.

The Commendation
Celebrant: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
People:

where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Celebrant: You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal,
formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created
me, saying, "You are dust, and to dust you shall return." All of us go down to the dust; yet
even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
People:

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Celebrant: Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Jim.
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock,
a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.
The Celebrant pronounces a blessing upon the people.
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
People:
Thanks be to God.
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Closing Hymn: Alleluia

Donald Fishel | ©1973 International Liturgy Publications For use solely with SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights
reserved. CCLI License #2429023

The service will conclude at the Light of Christ Memorial Garden.
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The Committal
Officiant: O God, whose blessed Son was laid in a tomb in the garden: Bless, we pray, this grave, set
apart for the repose of your servant Jim Sanderlin, that he whose body is buried here may rest from his
labors in peace and quietness, until the resurrection on the last day, when the New Jerusalem comes
down, the dead are raised, and the righteous are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Then, while the earth is placed upon the urn, the Officiant says these words:
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
Almighty God our brother, Jim, and we commit his body to its resting place; earth to earth, ashes to ashes,
dust to dust. The Lord bless him and keep him, the Lord make his face shine upon him and be gracious
unto him, the Lord lift up his countenance upon him and give him peace. Amen.
Officiant and People: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of all comfort: Deal graciously, we pray thee, with all those who
mourn; that, casting all their care on you, they may know the consolation of thy love; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Officiant: Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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The Sanderlin family and the congregation of Light of Christ Anglican Church
thank you for coming to be with us on this occasion.
Please join us in the parish hall for a reception.
If you wish to make a charitable donation in memory of Jim,
the family suggests his favorites:
Randolph-Macon College
Mail to: Gift Processing
Randolph-Macon College
PO Box 5005
Ashland, VA 23005
Pauley Heart Center
Mail to: VCU Health System Office of Development
Box 980020
Richmond, VA 23298

In the Lord’s service today:
Urn Bearer (prior to procession):

William Snider

Officiant:
Guest Pianist:
Acolyte:
Readers:
Speaker:
Lay Eucharistic Minister:
Ushers:
Greeter:
Audio:
Vestry:

The Rev. Michael J. Moffitt
Judy Rasberry
David Gwaltney
Barry Sanderlin, Meredith Thrower, Eleanor Allen
Elaine Ryan
Constance McDearmon
George Beckett, Stan Rasberry
Susan Read
Wayne Hamlett
George Beckett

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

Scripture quotations are from the HOLY BIBLE,
ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION® . (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
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Jim Sanderlin Obituary
Sanderlin, James Linwood, age 80, of Reedville, Virginia, passed away peacefully on January
25, 2022. He is survived by his wife, Dixie Sanderlin; children, Meredith Thrower, Elaine Ryan
(Sean), Barry Sanderlin (Kate); grandchildren, John, George, Teddy, and Henry; sister, Marie
Allen; and niece, Eleanor Allen.
Jim was the son of Elsie and Linwood Sanderlin, and grew up in Portsmouth, Virginia, where
he graduated from Woodrow Wilson High School. In 1963, he received his undergraduate degree from Randolph-Macon College, graduating second in his class, where he would later serve
on the Board of Trustees for many years. Jim attended law school at the University of Virginia,
where he was on Law Review, graduating in 1966. After starting his legal career in Norfolk, in
1969, Jim moved to Richmond to work as an associate for McGuire, Woods & Battle, now
McGuireWoods. Jim spent thirty years at McGuireWoods as a commercial litigator before joining Dominion Energy as senior vice president of law in 1999. An ardent and skilled advocate,
Jim was passionate about the practice of law and had an impact on the careers of many lawyers
at McGuireWoods and later at Dominion Energy. Following a brief return to McGuireWoods,
where he overlapped with his two daughters, Jim retired at the river after more than forty years
of practicing law. There Jim met his loving wife, Dixie, at Light of Christ Anglican Church,
where they married in 2016, and remained devoted members.

Jim was known for his love of the holidays, especially Christmas and Halloween, and could be
counted on for his warm and gracious hospitality. Inspired by his father’s work on the railroad,
Jim had a lifelong love of trains, building elaborate model train displays for his grandsons, who
called him Papa, and others to enjoy. He always had one or more four-legged companions, most
recently his beloved mini golden doodle, Gabby. Jim also loved being on the water, enjoying
quiet time at his home in Duck, North Carolina, and on the Great Wicomico River.
Jim will be remembered most for his love of family and friends, his sharp wit, and his joyful
and generous spirit.
A celebration of Jim’s life will be held on Saturday, February 12, at 11 a.m. at Light of Christ
Anglican Church in Heathsville, Virginia.
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