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Altar Guild

home

The Altar Guild is responsible for setting up and taking down the
altar for all of our services. We care for the linens and vessels used
during our services and we also arrange flowers for services, decorating
for special occasions such as Christmas and Easter. It is our hope that
what we do is not only pleasing to the congregation but also helps to
make the service run smoothly.
Each month we have a different team responsible for setting up for
services. Each team has at least two people on it. The teams usually
meet on Saturday mornings to set up for the service and then they clean
up after the service on Sunday.
Our busiest times are Christmas and Easter. During these seasons
we are often changing the altar hangings and doing special flower
arrangements for the chancel area. Fortunately we have a flower guild of
five dedicated ladies who create designs for these times. The flower guild
ladies also are responsible for our beautiful silk arrangements that we use
during the year.
Altar Guild is open to any person who feels called to serve God in
this way. It has been very exciting to welcome two new members this
year. They are Betty Dillingham and Peggy Lassanske. I’d like to take
this opportunity to invite more people to join our guild. It is such a
pleasure and joy to serve God as we prepare the altar to His glory.
Priscilla Williams
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Child Protection Program

home

Every church in the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic is required to have
policies in place for the protection of our children. The diocese provides
training and an excellent model for providing the best protection we can
within our churches. This program involves application, screening, and
background checks for all volunteers working with children, as well as in
person, or online training, with in-depth information about what to watch
for and how we specifically safeguard our children at Light of Christ. The
training in child protection is also required for everyone in leadership roles,
including vestry members, staff and clergy. This must be refreshed every
two years. In 2014, Light of Christ was among the first congregations to
fully implement the suggested policies and train our leaders and
volunteers under the direction of Langley Lewis and Priscilla Williams.
Many in our congregation received face to face training at that time and
were up to date on all aspects of the program. Since 2014, we have done
additional background checks and online training, but we have now fallen
behind in 2017 and need to update everyone, especially new members
who have never received training. I completed the training to be a trainer
for our congregation in late 2017 and will take charge of implementing this
program for 2018.
In January, several dates will be announced for child protection
training for all leaders and volunteers, but it will be available for anyone in
the congregation. In our troubling times, we need all ears and eyes
watching out for our children’s safety and well-being, so you are
encouraged to know as much as you can. More children have been
joining us on Sundays now and we need to be very proactive in making
sure they are not victims of any harmful activity.
Deacon Mary Swann
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Christian Education

home

We are at a critical juncture as Christians. More and more Americans
have no religious affiliation, are agnostic or atheist, and do not value and
are openly antagonistic to the Christian worldview. The tsunami wave of
anti-Christian thought is impacting our culture and causing our youth to
turn from the church. This turning has been quantified as follows: only
12% of church youth keep their faith after four years of college and 88%
never return to the church. We must do better than that---and at Light of
Christ and with the support of parents, we are focusing on this problem.
These foundational concepts can’t start too early in a child’s life. A child’s
basic attitude towards life, other people, and God develops during the first
five years. It’s our job as teachers to help the students in our classes
develop positive attitudes towards God, his Word, and his church. A child’s
first impression of God is formed from the attitudes and actions of the
adults in his or her life. For the older student, our knowledgeable teachers
provide historical, philosophical, and scientific reasons for following Jesus
Christ. They bring together faith and reason to establish the intellectual
voice of Christ in the culture. Students are engaged in the battle for the
mind and learn to defend God's existence, the reliability of the Bible, and
the fact of Christ’s resurrection.
The Light of Christ Christian Education Program (CEP) includes the
Good News Sunday School for children, youth, and adults using various
books and studies. Additionally, the children’s program is focusing on the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, which involves children in a common
religious experience in which the religious values of childhood, primarily
those values of contemplation and enjoyment of God, are predominant.
Fashioned after a Montessori educational environment, the
curriculum includes hands-on materials that children can use: small
models of various objects they would see inside the church, dioramas
and figures to accompany the Scripture readings, prayer cards, maps of
ancient Israel, timelines of the history of salvation, and resources for
further study of Scripture and liturgy. This approach focuses on
developing the child’s walk with God, a prayer life, and understanding the
meaning of Christian symbols and traditions. Ms. Joan Marie Parasine is
leading this program.
Leslye Morrison
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Christian Worldview Institute

home

The Christian Worldview Institute (CWI) now offers three courses,
which anyone can implement using CWI materials:


Christianity, A True and Reasonable Faith for a
Skeptical World
Resources: Instructor’s guide, slides,
student guide, text book, and videos.



Islam, What Every Christian Needs to Know
Resources: Video of instructed course, slides



Christianity and the Culture
Resources: Slides and videos

If you are interested in delivering one of these courses through a
Bible study or another church, contact our new CWI director, Bart
Morrison.
Jan Beckett
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Deacon/Outreach

home

Diaconal ministry is a servant ministry usually with a focus on the
community and the needs of the poor. My role in the Sunday worship
services represents the servant hood of Jesus. My particular love is for
parish ministry and all the ways we come together to glorify God and
carry out the Gospel. This year, I have taken on some additional
administrative responsibilities to help us carry out our servant ministry
together. These include such things as writing policies, overseeing
outreach giving, implementing our child protection program, and working
with the lesson readers, greeters, and acolytes. I continue to assist those
in need who come to our attention through The Link and also address
needs arising within our parish. I’m often involved in bringing a group
together to form a plan to address something specific, such as a plan for
enhancing our worship space, or collecting input from the nursery
volunteers in order to develop a supervisory plan for our young ones.
There are regular commitments and meetings as I serve in relation
to the rector, parish administrator, and vestry, but the essence of my
ministry comes through the relationships and conversations with those
who God puts on my path on a daily basis, whether at church or in the
community. There are several members whom I visit regularly, and I’m
getting out to some of our most elderly members to check on their needs.
I’m convinced that we all should be organized with our affairs and have
made available a booklet entitled, “Finishing Life God’s Way.” I love
working with women’s ministry and encouraging others to step into places
where God may be calling them. The deep bond formed with the women
in the Merry Point Bible Study has been a blessing to me and to all of us
who participate in the study of God’s Word together. Establishing
relationships and seeing where God will take us is what stirs my heart.
These are the moments where we say something and have no idea
where it might lead, but trust that we carry Christ’s light and love to a
broken world.
Outreach Summary: Our congregation is very generous in its
financial giving. The vestry allocated $20,500 in the 2017 budget for
outreach. This is in addition to the rector’s and deacon’s benevolence
funds, which are supported by the vestry and individual parishioners.
Additional giving for specific causes, such as the Diocese of Mityana
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and Third Millennium Ministries has been enhanced by individual
contributions. The women’s ministry allocated approximately $6,000 (still
being decided). This is in addition to fundraising for specific causes, such
as Wyldlife.
Light of Christ supported the following organizations with financial
contributions in 2017, with some funds still being decided:
Kairos Prison Ministry
Anglican Frontier Missions (AFM)
Anglican Relief and Development Fund (ARDF)
Anglicans For Life (AFL)
Sharing of Ministries Abroad (SOMA)
Five Talents
Barnabas Aid
Trinity School for Ministry
Third Millennium Ministries (Dr. Richard Pratt)
Diocese of Mityana (Bishop Stephen Kaziimba)
The Link
Gleamers and Blenders
Callao Fire Department
Mid County Rescue
Northumberland Red Cross
Samaritan’s Purse
The Mother’s Union in Mityana, Uganda
In addition, the vestry provides financial support for our Young Life
(Wyldlife) staff person for Northumberland County and supports our longterm missionary through monthly contributions. This is very healthy
outreach giving for kingdom building! Your commitment to supporting all of
these organizations and other needs throughout the year is greatly
appreciated. For specific amounts and a full report, see the treasurer’s
reports for end-of-year spending.
Deacon Mary Swann
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Fishermen

home

Between Labor Day and Memorial Day, a group of men meets at 8
AM on Wednesdays for about an hour to pray, have fellowship, and study
the Bible. Coffee and pastries start the day, followed by Morning Prayer.
Currently, the group is doing an overview of the Bible using the book
From Alpha to Omega: An Overview of the Bible.
The Fishermen emphasizes service for each man, and contributions
range from the food bank to prison ministries, to helping individuals, and
from teaching to church operation. Some serve in the Kairos ministry,
dedicating many days each year in ministering to men in the Buckingham
prison. Some help with the Good News Club for school children.
Ben Ward hosts the Fishermen meetings at his and his wife
Sandra’s home, Northumberland House, on Clarke Lane, the first house
off Clarktown Road, which is down Walnut Point Road. All men are
welcome to attend and occasionally men from other churches visit.
Please come pray and study with us.
Stan Rasberry
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Good News Club

home

Good News Club is a ministry of Child Evangelism Fellowship
(CEF). It is an after school Bible club for children ages kindergarten
through fifth grade. The Northumberland chapter meets each Wednesday
of the two school semesters from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the elementary
school cafeteria. Volunteers from nine local churches including three
Baptist, three Methodist, one Lutheran, one Anglican (Light of Christ), and
one independent church assist with the Good News Club.
The 2017 January to April session had a total of 79 children enrolled,
including 27 who had not been enrolled previously. Thirteen of these
children accepted Christ. The current session, which started in September,
will go through December 13th. In this session, we have 74 children
enrolled, including 37 who are new, and 16 have received Christ. This year
the Good News Club is in its fifth year of operation in the Northern Neck.
Judy and Kevin Mooers, who are members of Fairfield United Methodist
Church in Burgess, are the CEF Representatives for this district.
This has been a challenging year for us, especially during the fall
session, as we have lacked the staff we have needed, but God has carried
us through. Volunteers we call shepherds work with groups of eight or nine
children, a mix from kindergarten through fifth grade. The shepherd
welcomes the members of her or his group, asks them about their week,
their prayers, and other things that are important to them. We help them to
learn their Bible verses and talk about how they apply at home, school,
and in life in general, all while they have a snack. Last year, we had 18
shepherds, 7 from Light of Christ. This current session, we have had only
10, Some weeks, due to illness, medical procedures, and travel, we have
managed with only 8 shepherds, and 5 of those were from Light of Christ.
After the shepherd time, the children move into a larger, combined
group, and Judy and Kevin rotate telling the Bible story, teaching the
children a new Bible verse and songs that help them remember the verse.
My job, as well as being a shepherd, is to tell the mission story —currently
it is the story of Ravi Zacharias. We conclude the combined time with a
wonder game, which tests the children’s memory on what they learned
that day, then they return with their shepherds to their small groups till
parents arrive to pick them up.
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As I said earlier, this session has been especially challenging, but
knowing how much this program is needed here, there is no way I could
give it up. It is so clear to me that without these programs there are
children growing up having way more to deal with than I did as a child and
not knowing of the love and saving grace of Jesus; that he watches over
them as they sleep, and the joy of knowing He can be there for them each
morning and for all their days.
Please consider becoming a shepherd for Good News Club when
we start our new session at the end of January 2018. Just step out and
God will do the rest. All things are possible with God. Talk to Teresa Moffitt,
Melinda Floom, Bart Morrison, Jan Beckett, or me. We also welcome
anyone to visit any of the club sessions so you can experience the
excitement of the children as they learn to love and follow Jesus.
.

Constance McDearmon
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Healing Ministry

home

In June 2016, at the suggestion of our new rector, Sam and I
attended a healing/gifts of the Holy Spirit conference led by Nigel Mumford
at Trinity Seminary in Ambridge, Pennsylvania. In October of that year,
Tom and Elaine Price joined us in attending a conference sponsored by
Global Awakening in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. There we purchased a
home/church study entitled “The Authority to Heal” and subsequently
purchased “The Power to Heal” written by Randy Clarke. The Prices have
met with us weekly at our home to study and pray and discuss this “new
way of living and thinking” regarding healing. We have also continued our
study by using the materials by the well-known Francis and Judith
MacNutt.
It has given us great pleasure and purpose to be invited to pray for
some members of LOC in their homes, at church, and once accompanying
our rector on a home visitation.
Healing represents the very nature and character of God in the
earth. This is what we get to participate in as we pray for the sick. We see
the power of the Spirit released and give God the Father the glory He
deserves. Come join us and learn more.
Gayle Marston
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Hospice

home

Beginning in early 2017, several members of Light of Christ agreed
to be trained as volunteer Hospice caregivers in partnership with Virginia
Hospice. After training, each person received one or more assignments to
meet regularly with those in hospice care needing companionship or
assistance with everyday tasks, but not be involved in providing any
medical help or assistance. Each person involved has found it rewarding to
bring the light of Christ to those who are at the end of life. There are still
many needs for volunteers in our area for anyone wanting to be involved in
this challenging yet rewarding ministry.
Mike Moffitt
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Junior Warden

home

As of mid-November, Light of Christ Anglican Church has been in
our new building two years. This has been a busy year for the Junior
Warden as we have completed all the items on our punch list following
construction. Some of the items include the completion of the wiring of the
frame and identifying wiring for the AV system; the purchase of a new
laptop computer for use with the audio/visual system; the replacement of
defective speakers as needed by Protection by Design Inc.; the
installation of a speaker in the nursery; the installation of a T-coil system
in the sanctuary; the completion of the programming of the building
management system (Control 4); and the installation of a fence around
the HVAC units. In addition, we have installed acoustical sound proofing
in the narthex and parish hall to provide quieter space and eliminate
echoes. This year we completed the automation of the HVAC system to
include the zoning of areas that required more control, we installed a light
on the podium to assist those who read and preach, and two new storage
units for chairs were added in the parish hall.
This year, the Junior Warden served on the Memorial Garden
committee. We are working to establish a Memorial Garden for those who
wish to have their cremated remains interred at Light of Christ.
We are working on using our automation in the sanctuary in a
manner that will improve our worship experience.
The Junior Warden thanks all who have assisted him throughout the
year in the running and operation of the church building and property.
Harrison Williams
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Kairos Prison Ministry

home

The mission of Kairos Prison Ministry is to share Christ’s love and
forgiveness to all incarcerated individuals, their families, and those who
work with them, and to assist in their transition from prison to becoming
productive citizens in their communities.
Kairos came to Virginia in March of 1990 beginning at the
Buckingham Correctional Center, located 60 miles west of Richmond. It is
a maximum-security prison now housing over 1,100 inmates. Today
Kairos of Virginia is active in 16 men’s prisons and 3 women’s prison. Now
known as Kairos Prison Ministries International (KPMI), it is
supported by a paid staff of nine and has over 30,000 volunteers
donating more than three million hours of service each year. These
volunteers serve in over 500 locations, 37 states and 9 countries.
Through a sister program called “Kairos Outside,” Kairos ministers to
wives, mothers, sisters, daughters, aunts and any “significant female” of
incarcerated men whether or not the inmate has been to a Kairos
weekend! They must be at least 20 years old. These weekends are now
held in the Goshen, Virginia area. These weekends, which are TOTALLY
FREE, start on Friday evenings and end Sunday afternoon.
Twice each year in each prison, Kairos teams put on a three-day
short course in Christianity to a class of 42 residents (inmates) and then
return monthly to the institution to hold afternoon reunions. Additionally
two-day retreats, open to all Kairos graduates, are held at each location to
reinforce the Kairos Method. Since the beginning of Kairos in Virginia 28
years ago, over 1,770 men have completed the Kairos short course at
Buckingham. Throughout the years, many residents have been
transferred to “lower level security” prisons or freed because of their
improved behavioral patterns.
In 2017 John Powers, Ernie Proctor, and Walt TeStrake served on
the Kairos teams at Buckingham. Also during 2017, members and friends
of Light of Christ contributed 700 dozen of the 5,767 dozen homemade
cookies prepared for these two Kairos weekends, during which 70
brothers found a new relationship with Jesus Christ. Many in our church
participated in showing God’s love with their prayers during the 76-hour
prayer vigils held for Buckingham Kairos weekends 50 & 51.

13

Monthly Kairos reunions are also held at Haynesville Correctional
Center near Warsaw to support Kairos residents who have been
transferred into this lower level security facility. Kairos volunteers from our
area, the Northern Neck and Richmond metro area, support this program.
The aging of our volunteer team continues. Kairos NEEDS
VOLUNTEERS! Our K-51 team consisted of 24 brothers, still mostly “old
white men” as described by inmates who are now predominantly black or
Mexican men.
Anyone (men or women) interested in participating in Kairos might
consider attending a “graduation ceremony” at Buckingham on the Sunday
afternoon of a three-day weekend (llate April or late October in 2018) to
witness the joy experienced during “God’s Special Time.” Feel free to talk
with Mary Swann, Ernie Proctor, John Powers, or Walter TeStrake about
this ministry. The only qualifications are a willingness to serve the Lord
and having reached the age of 20!
The Kairos Prison Ministry at Buckingham has been greatly blessed
by the continued support from Light of Christ Anglican Church. Once
again we thank you, one and all, for the many ways you support this
ministry, including the gift of $1,000 in 2017!
Walter TeStrake
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home

Missions
We are a congregation that is actively involved in taking the Gospel
to all parts of the world—Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. Light
of Christ took a notable step in biblical obedience this year with the
commissioning of one of our members as a missionary. After months of
prayerful preparation in spiritual disciplines, missiology, culture and
language, this member started a long-term mission commitment in August.
Light of Christ is a long-time supporter of Anglican Frontier Missions
(AFM). The chairwoman of the board for AFM is our own Constance
McDearmon, and the founder is our dear friend, the Reverend Canon Tad de
Bordenave. AFM is committed to going where the need is greatest, planting
indigenous churches among the largest and least evangelized peoples in the
world in the 10/40 window. Light of Christ members are involved in daily
intercessory prayer and support of missionaries around the globe.
Also in August, Bart Morrison made a short-term mission trip to the
Anglican Province of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to explore
opportunities to support this impoverished country on the verge of collapse.
Arriving in Bukavu on 20 August, Bart spent over two weeks visiting, praying,
and learning about the many challenges facing our brothers and sisters in
Congo. Since 2003, eastern Congo has been ravaged by ethnic strife and
war. Often going underreported in western news outlets, the DRC has been
called the “rape capital of the world” with over 100,000 documented violent
rapes.
In September, our dear friend Bishop Stephen Kaziimba and Maama
Margaret spent several days with us. Light of Christ is greatly blessed to
have a long-term missional partnership with the Anglican Diocese of Mityana,
Uganda. We had a great time of spiritual refreshment with the Bishop and
Margaret—renewing old friendships and striking up some new ones. We are
in the planning stages of our next mission trip to Uganda to engage in
teaching and fellowship for the Kingdom.
Light of Christ also continues to prayerfully support the important work
of Anglican Relief and Development Fund (ARDF) and Five Talents, and we
are blessed to have as one of our members, a woman who is dedicated to
the ministry of Wheels for the World, serving as the Chair Corps local
representative and taking annual trips to Peru to disperse wheel chairs and
spread the Gospel.
·

Bart Morrison
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Neighborhood Care Groups

home

The Neighborhood Care Groups (NCG) were formed in 2014 as an
outgrowth of the women’s ministry. There are seven geographical
neighborhood groups in which parishioners of Light of Christ Church live:
Lottsburg, two in Heathsville, Burgess, Reedville, Kilmarnock/Irvington/
White Stone, and Lancaster.
The purpose of the NCGs is to provide ministry, prayer, fellowship,
and support for its members, and is not meant to be a replacement for a
Home Group or Bible Study. It is up to each group as to where and how
often its members want to meet.
The benefits of the NCGs is to broaden our outreach to those who
cannot always get to church and live at a distance from Heathsville.
When special needs arise, these groups are available to provide
transportation, meals, loving care, and support. They are also a perfect
venue to reach out to visitors to the church as well as to new members to
help them feel assimilated into our Body of Christ. Of course, one of the
best benefits is the opportunity to get to know each other more deeply in
these smaller group settings.
At this point in time, the Lottsburg, Burgess, and Lancaster groups
meet on a regular basis. The Women’s Leadership Team is hopeful that
in the next year the two Heathsville groups, the Reedville group, and the
group in Kilmarnock/White Stone/Irvington will begin to take shape and
become strong resources for physical and spiritual support, fellowship,
and love. Simply put, Neighborhood Care Groups are all about sisters in
Christ sharing the love of Jesus by following our Lord’s commandment to
love your neighbor as yourself.
Donna Soule
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Parish Weekend

home

On the weekend of October 6-8, 2017, we resumed our annual
Parish Weekend at Airfields 4-H Conference Center in Wakefield, Virginia.
Timothy Brophy, PHD, Christian Pastor and professor of Biology at
Liberty University was our speaker and his topics were
Creation Reflects the Creator
Beauty in Creation
Who Believes What?
Understanding the Pattern of Life
There were 37 in attendance.
The weekend was a lot of fun with nice weather, wonderful teaching,
and plenty of fellowship. It was a great time to get to know our brothers
and sisters in Christ.
We will be looking into alternative locations for 2018. Information will
be provided as soon as we know it.
Randy Smith
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Prayer Breakfast

home

Each week on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 a.m., a group of folks
assembles at the home of Charlotte Hundley for worship and teaching.
Each member of the group takes a turn leading the worship and providing
a breakfast treat.
Our worship is taken from the Book of Common Prayer and
sometimes is Morning Prayer and sometimes is more informal using the
prayers in the Prayer Book. We always offer prayers for people in our
congregation, community, and families as needs arise. This is always a
special time as we lift up our loved ones to the Lord.
What is a meeting unless there is something to nibble on and coffee
to drink?? Charlotte always has a big hot pot of coffee waiting for us when
we get there. We refill our cups after worship and grab a treat before the
teaching begins.
One of the members does the teaching. In the past we have studied
such things as prophecy, the Lord’s Prayer, and the book of Isaiah.
Currently we are studying the book of Ephesians. Each study offers
insights into God’s plan for our lives and allows us to discuss our thoughts
in a small group setting.
We love to see now faces! Please join us on Tuesdays for a special
time of worship, teaching, and fellowship!
Priscilla Williams
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home

Prayer Chain
The Prayer Chain ministry continues to function under the leadership
of Marie Carstensen.
Our prayer warriors have been very active this year with many
requests for our own brothers and sisters in Christ, as well as friends and
family members. Prayer requests received from our Thrift Shop were
fewer than last year. I’m not sure of the reason for this, and I believe our
shoppers could be reminded that Light of Christ has an active prayer
ministry and that we have a “Prayer Box” for them to use to submit their
prayer requests and that they can be sure they will be given to our prayer
chain members.
The Prayer Chain ministry has been blessed with many answered
prayers. We praise God for all the answered prayers we have brought
before the throne of grace and give thanks to Him for the many who have
received His healing touch.
Our Prayer Chain ministry is an ongoing prayer ministry consisting of
54 men and women who are members of the body of Christ at Light of
Christ. We are called prayer warriors because we are dedicated to
intercessory prayer for the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ, their
families, friends, neighbors, community outreach, our nation, our leaders,
persecuted believers around the world, our LOC missionaries, for physical,
emotional, mental, and spiritual healing.
Our prayer warriors are faithful servants to this vital ministry and
committed to setting aside time to pray for the requests that come in. It is
important to know that requests that come to the Prayer Chain ministry are
kept confidential and remain confidential within the circle of the prayer
warriors.
If anyone feels God calling them to be part of the Prayer Chain
ministry, please contact me to obtain more information. You will be blessed
beyond measure!
This ministry stands on the promise of Christ, our Lord and Savior,
when He said, “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about
anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by my Father who is
in heaven … for where two or three have gathered in my name, there I am
in their midst.” Matthew 1:19-20
Marie Carstensen
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Prayer

home

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Prayer is the foundation upon which all ministry is built. Without it,
there is just human effort and therefore frustration. At Light of Christ
Anglican, we invite the Lord into every endeavor, and we do so on a
regular basis. If we are intentional in our prayers, then we can expect to
see the blessings of God in our ministry. We also provide opportunities to
pray together as a means of building relationships together and those
within our community.
 We provide a 24-hour telephone prayer line (804) 724-8005 where
callers can leave their request or ask someone to call them back to
pray with them.


We meet every Wednesday morning at 11 a.m. at the church to pray
for God’s power and blessing to be poured out upon us. During this
time, we listen for God to provide direction and passion for those
things that are on his heart. It is often a time where we minister to
one another.



We invite anyone to fill out a prayer request card found on the chair
backs in the sanctuary. These requests are held in confidence
between the pastor and the intercessory prayer team.

Our prayer chain continues to function under the faithful care of
Marie Carstensen, who passes on prayer requests by e-mail which are
delivered to her directly, by e-mail, or from the prayer box at the Thrift
Shop. Approximately 40 people are active in this part of the ministry.
Our intercessory prayer team led by Judy Rasberry and Gayle Marston
meet weekly to lift up the prayer requests handed in from various
avenues.
Members of our healing prayer ministry, led by Gayle Marston and
Tom and Elaine Price, are available to meet individually with those
needing prayer.
Every Sunday after our worship prayer teams are available to pray
with those desiring it.
Mike Moffitt
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Rector

home

As we come to the end of another year I have been reflecting on all
that God has done in our midst in 2017. This has been a year with many
challenges and changes. We have experienced joy in new opportunities to
share the love of Christ with those in our community as we have
broadened our reach into the lives of those who are struggling. Several of
our members have become involved with Virginia Hospice as caregivers
and those who aid in the everyday tasks of those who are at end of life.
The area of ministries of mercy has grown and we have been able to help
many get over the hurdle of momentary set- backs. For a few others, we
have been able to provide major help that enabled them to get back on
their feet and have hope that things will work out after all. We have had
the joy of new members and of visitors who have become regular
attendees, while at the same time we have had to say “goodbye for now”
to those who passed into the loving arms of our Lord.
We have experienced many answers to prayers for those in our
congregation and for those outside as well. Prayer has been and will be
the driving force of our ministry as we constantly move forward in Jesus’
name to accomplish what God has set before us.
The Lord has directed our teaching and preaching this year to focus
on laying down our agendas and inviting the Lord to change us and
conform us more and more to the image of Christ our Lord. I am grateful
that most of you have encouraged me to not hold back in my preaching
but instead to bring the word of God in His power, even in my weakness. I
am so thankful that our congregation is hungry for more of God and
whatever he has for us.
As I considered what I wanted to share with you in this letter, I
realized that more than anything I wanted to say that I love you, and I am
thankful that God has called Teresa and me here to this congregation. I
firmly believe that we are heading in the right direction because we are
headed towards where God is leading. You can’t go wrong in that. There
will be blessings and bumps in the road but “we will press on towards the
goal for the prize of the upward of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:14
Mike Moffitt
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Senior Warden

home

As we draw to the close of 2017, we have much to celebrate, even as
we mourn the recent loss of our dear brothers, Laddie and Jeff. We thank
God for their lives and the joy their friendship brought us, and are
comforted to know they are with Him.
We continued to settle into our new building this year, and began to
appreciate all the ways that it facilitates our mission of worshiping God and
bringing Christ to our community and the world. Mike has directed us in
prayer to discern God’s plan for us as a congregation. Our members are
deeply involved in ministry within the church and out in the community. We
support mission throughout the world, directly and indirectly. We are
attracting new members and caring for those in our church family. Mike and
Teresa are a great blessing and confirm the wisdom and grace of the Holy
Spirit in bringing them to us at Light of Christ.
I have been honored to serve as Senior Warden, and thank God for
each of you and the way in which such very different people come together
as one body in Christ. I wish all of you a blessed Christmas and look
forward in anticipation to the ways the Lord will move in our congregation in
the year to come.
Jane Wrightson

22

Thrift Shop

home

Not so long ago someone asked me what I do for fun. My answer
was, I volunteer at my church’s thrift shop. This is really true. I like to work
on Saturdays (unless my grand-daughter is playing soccer) so I see a lot
of the same customers each week. We have many wonderful and loyal
customers who not only shop with us, but they also donate items and
clothing for sale. Needless to say, they are our bread and butter.
Our Lord has blessed us with wonderful managers. Linda Krisman
has been with us for almost 15 years. Linda gives her heart and soul to
our shop, often going to yard sales and auctions to find great deals for us.
Her husband, Mike, is a bonus! He is so good at repairing furniture and
making old things look good; I don’t know what we would do without him.
Irene Haley is our assistant manager, and between the two of them our
shop is in good hands. Linda works Tuesday - Thursday and Irene works
Friday and Saturday; Pam Smith has been our very efficient Treasurer for
more years than I can remember. And let’s hear it for our faithful
volunteers who are the heart and soul of our thrift shop. I can’t thank you
enough for all you do, especially when I need someone at the last minute
to cover a shift.
If you are new to Light of Christ Church, and would like to volunteer
at the shop, we would love to have you. You can pick your days and
hours. The morning shift is 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and the afternoon shift
is from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturdays are 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You
can work as little as one half-day a month, or as many days as you want.
It is most helpful if you pick the same day and shift each month, but if you
mix it up, that’s okay too. We have two positions: cashier or working “in
the back” sorting the new donations as they arrive. Of course, there is
always dusting, vacuuming and the dreaded cleaning the bathroom!
The proceeds from the thrift shop benefit local, and some overseas
charities, as well as Light of Christ Church. We average about $5,500 in
sales per month and out of that we pay our charities, salaries, rent,
utilities, and the church.
If you haven’t been to our “little boutique in Lottsburg” please stop
by. You will be glad you did.
To God be the Glory!
Suzy Norman
Thrift Shop Liaison
to the Women of LOC
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Website

home

This report will begin with the most important thing: the people who
make work light and enjoyable. Thank you to Mike, who provides advance
copy of the sermon each week, giving a head start to posting it on the
website. Thanks always to Margaret Radcliffe who never forgets to keep
events and information flowing to the website. She even has an eagle eye
for catching errors and the kindest way of noting it. Echoing prior years,
thank you for the great men who do magic with sound and light: George
Kranda, Wayne Hamlett, and Fred Wimberly. Add to the group Randy
Smith, who has filled in as videographer when needed. Never stand still you will become a random enlistee like Eric Berg, Caitlyn Cralle Berg’s
husband of two weeks, who was recruited to do the video footage of the
Veterans’ Day Color Guard. Thank you all.
Moving on to what is working, not working, and needs work on the
website. This year is smoothing out with regard to capturing audio. The
complexity of the audio sound mixer has challenged even those who
installed it. But we have learned to pick up adequate sound from the
sermon without muddling from other channels, such as the general
hubbub of the congregation and chatter of the choir.
Another great benefit is the existence of YouTube, the repository of
enormous video files of our sermons and special events. This outlet is
provided free, and I urge you to play the videos in full screen on YouTube
(there is a link at the bottom of each video on the website once you begin
to play it.) You can also subscribe to the LOC channel to get notification
when new material is posted.
There are two things that are not working. Last year I mentioned that
“processing videos is a black hole into which time disappears.” That has
not changed, and I’m writing this after spending the night babysitting the
processing and upload of videos from the Veterans’ Day event. The
number of visitors to our YouTube offerings is not encouraging, but it is
outreach, and that makes it worth doing.
The other “not working” item is the lack of a URL for our website on
the church sign out front. It is keeping our light under a basket. Fixing that
is worth doing.
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Lastly is help wanted: there is a need for photo contributors. So many
wonderful events take place at Light of Christ. The website is a peek at our
heart as a Christian community. Nothing speaks as clearly and colorfully as
photographs. Here are examples where coverage would be wonderful: the
Heathsville bake sale, Operation Christmas Child shoebox packing, our
annual retreat, youth events, women’s events, Fishermen events, the
Thanksgiving feast, the Veterans’ Day service, the Thrift Shop, vestries,
weddings, confirmations, baptisms, workshops, visiting clergy and bishops,
sending ceremonies, and retirements … A big undertaking and it can’t be
done alone. Please fill in without being asked—all contributions will be
most welcome and your work will amplify our voice in the community.
When captured, these photo events are collected as galleries in our Photo
Album by year—another part of the tapestry which is Light of Christ.
Joy Gwaltney
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Women’s Ministry

home

The purpose of the women’s ministry is to glorify God
through missions, service, education, and fellowship.
Our guiding Scripture verse for 2017:
“When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw
my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your
book before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:16
Leadership: The women’s ministry operates under the direction of a
leadership team, which plans programs and projects for the year, and
oversees our finances, outreach giving, the Thrift Shop, the
neighborhood care groups, and the hospitality teams. This year the team
consisted of Carolyn Costello, Melinda Floom (treasurer), Eleanor
Semerjian, Donna Soule, and Mary Swann. This is a great group of
women, and we enjoy working together in women’s ministry. The ideal
would be to rotate someone off every year as a new person comes on, so
please step forward if you have an interest in being part of a great
ministry team! Suzy Norman continues as our liaison with the Thrift Shop
and has taken on the additional task of scheduling the volunteers. She is
so dedicated to our shop and our volunteers.
Programs and Projects:
Lenten Program - On April 8th, we gathered to make prayer beads as our
Lenten devotional time. Constance McDearmon and Sandi Ward did the
teaching and coordination of this project, which was well received and
informative. Mary Swann led the group in prayer time with the beads.
Lunch and fellowship followed.
Summer Retreat - We held a retreat on July 29th at Rappahannock
Westminster-Canterburyi in Irvington. Courtney Ludeman and Donna
Soule coordinated this event, which was very well attended. Several of
our women gave testimonies regarding the seasons of a woman’s life.
Hannah Hamlett, Courtney Ludeman, and Elaine Price were featured
with additional comments from Donna Soule, and Lydia Boyd. Our
worship music was again provided by sisters Suzy Cuthbertson and Beth
Conley. Mike Moffitt joined us in the afternoon for Communion. The day
included Bible study and table discussions. Shoebox Program - We
gathered on November 16th to put together our shoeboxes to contribute
to the worldwide Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child Ministry.
This is always a fun event with lots of fellowship
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and a lunch afterward. This year we had some new participants, and we
had a total of 67 boxes to donate. We spent time reflecting and praying for
the children who will receive these gifts. Thank you to Julie Pritchard who
coordinates this program.
December Advent Program- We plan for our Advent Service of Lessons
and carols on December 16. This year, we plan to serve breakfast beforehand. This is always a special time of reflection on the birth of Christ during a very busy season.
Projects—We held a bake sale at the August Heathsville Farmer’s Market.
This was fun and we donated the funds raised to support the Wyld Life
ministry that is coming to the Northumberland Middle School. In September, we hosted a women’s coffee to honor Margaret Kaziimba during her
visit with us. She informed us about the women’s ministry and Mother’s
Union activities and challenges in Uganda.
Scholarships - We gave three scholarships to our high seniors who went
on to college this year and a gift card to one senior who was moving
away.
Missions - We like to support our women who go on mission trips and this
year we helped Carolyn Costello who has gone to Peru with Joni and
Friends Wheels for the World and another woman from Light of Christ in
her long-term mission work.
Finances -The women’s ministry receives funds from the Thrift Shop profit
to support our activities and outreach giving. This year, we contributed to
local health and emergency response organizations (Callao Fire Department, Mid-County Rescue Squad, Northern Neck Red Cross), local food
pantry (Gleamers and Blenders), local benevolence (The Link), Samaritan’s Purse, and women’s ministry in Mityana, Uganda. We also support
our women’s activities, cover expenses for supplies, gifts, and bonuses,
and hold some in reserve for additional giving at the end of the year.
It is a blessing to share in all of these projects and activities with the
women of Light of Christ! We encourage every woman to be involved, and
guests are always welcome at our programs. The Hospitality Teams are a
blessing to this congregation for the many events we have. Some of our
Neighborhood Care Groups meet regularly, and others could use your
support and leadership. This is a great way to enjoy fellowship with some
of those living near you and share in a deeper bond, so if you are new to
Light of Christ, we encourage you to participate.
Deacon Mary Swann, on behalf of the
women’s leadership Team
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