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Wishing all of you a very Merry Christmas 

and a 
Blessed New Year 
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JJeffrey’s 
Journal 

 
WAITING AND 

PREPARING 
 

  
 I just drove by the site where our new 
church facilities will be.  A lot of work has been 
done on the ground.  There is a builder’s trailer 
there and several large pieces of ground moving 
equipment.  Like all of us, I am excited about the 
new building.  We have been preparing ourselves 
for the day when we will move in there.  We 
know that God has a good plan for us, and we 
want to be ready to do all the ministry He calls us 
to as we pursue His vision for this congregation: 
to be a leader in equipping the saints of the 
Northern Neck for ministry. 
 

 Waiting and preparing.  Those are the two 
key features of the season of Advent.  We know 
that Jesus is coming, and we wait eagerly for that 
day.  We also prepare ourselves, for there are 
many places in scripture that admonish us to 
prepare actively so that when He comes, we will 
be the people He has called us to be, and we will 
be ready for Him. 
 

 The name “Advent” is derived from Latin, 
and it means “coming.”  During this season, it is 
not just Christmas that is coming.  In Advent, we 
wait and prepare for three “comings” of Jesus:   
His coming at Christmas, His coming into our 
hearts, and His coming on the last day. 
 

 Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ 
coming into the world, the Word made flesh who 
came to dwell among us full of grace and truth. 
(John 1:14) We call it the “incarnation,” which 
means the manifestation of God in the flesh, in 
human form.  That is why we call Jesus 
Emmanuel, Hebrew for “God with us.”  Jesus is 
fully God and fully human.  And in His life, death 
and resurrection, He accomplished for us the 
salvation from our sins and opened up to us the 

door of eternal life.  When we celebrate 
something that magnificent, we prepare.  We 
study our scriptures.  We pray.  We worship God.  
We seek to be holy in our daily lives.  We seek to 
obey Jesus’ commands to love one another and 
to love our neighbor.  In all of that, we hope to be 
ready for a pure, joyous and unrestrained 
Christmas celebration. 
  

 Advent is also the time when we prepare 
for the coming of Christ into our hearts.  For most 
of us, that happened long ago.  But it continues 
to happen.  And the more ready we are to invite 
Him in, the more powerful His influence in us will 
be.  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock,” 
Jesus says (Revelation 3:20)  Our Advent 
preparation has this second dimension to it, and 
we do it the same way: study, prayer, worship 
and obedience. 
 

 There is also the eschatological dimension 
of our waiting and preparing for the coming of 
Christ.  The “eschaton” is the final days, promised 
by God when all righteousness will be restored, 
when the final judgment occurs, and God’s 
people will receive God’s promised rewards.  
Jesus portrayed Himself coming on a cloud with a 
loud trumpet blast, accompanied by angels, and 
ushering in the perfect Kingdom of God. (See 
Matthew 24:30-31)  He echoed many other 
prophecies about the “Day of the Lord” from the 
Old Testament.  We await that day as did John 
the Evangelist when he said, “Come, Lord 
Jesus.” (Revelation 22:20)  Our preparation for 
that day should occupy our hearts and minds 
always, but especially during the season of 
Advent, when the Church calls us to wait eagerly 
and to prepare for the Day of the Lord.   
 

 May your Advent draw you closer to the 
Lord as you anticipate with eagerness His coming, 
and as you prepare your home, your table, and 
your heart to welcome Him in. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Jeffrey O. Cerar, Pastor 
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Memorial Wreaths for 
Arlington National Cemetery 

 
 
For the past 6 years Fred and Laura Woodard, 
with the help of friends, have prepared Evergreen 
Swags with bows and placed them on markers in 
Memorial Section F at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are 3 ways you can help in this effort: 
 
1. Contribute inexpensive Red bows of the 
type made for wreaths (dollar store, Wal-mart, 
handmade, etc.) by bringing them to the church 
prior to  Dec. 17th. 
 
2. Contribute any evergreen branches and 
trimmings ( cedar, Leland cypress, holly, pine, 
juniper, etc) that are 12 to 24 inches long) by 
bringing them to the Swag Party on Dec. 17th at 
the Hundley home, “Oakley,” in Heathsville (2:00 
to 6:00 PM) 
 
3. Help prepare swags by attending  the swag 
party on Dec. 17th at the Hundley home, “Oakley,” 
in Heathsville (2:00 to 6:00 PM) 
 
 

 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting  

and Vestry Election 
 

At our December 14 Annual Meeting, the 
congregation will elect three people to fill the 
expiring terms of Bill Andrulot, Gayle Marston and 
Stan Rasberry.  If you have someone to nominate, 
please use the forms hanging on the green FYI display 
in Brinkley Hall, and be certain to meet the deadline 
of December 4.  The three following have been 
nominated to date: Sam Marston, Randy Smith and 
Jane Wrightson.  These are their answers to the 
questions asked of nominees on the nomination 
form: 
 

Sam Marston:  
I was a member of St. Stephen’s and a vestry 
member in the 1970’s, and returned to St. Stephen’s 
four years ago following our daughter Emily’s death.  
My hopes for St. Stephen’s:  To establish and 
maintain a genuine love and charity among members 
and non-members within and outside of the church.  
I hope that we can be responsive to the Holy Spirit as 
we grow in His love.  I was flattered to be asked to 
serve.  That same day I heard a message from our 
rector on listening and following.  I am committed to 
the church family.  I am a good listener. 
 

Randy Smith: 
I have been at St. Stephen’s for 22 years.  My hopes 
for St. Stephen’s are that we will grow in our ministry 
and outreach to the community and in so doing we 
will lead many to know Jesus as their personal savior.  
I feel privileged to be asked to serve and if God put 
my name on someone’s mind to serve, I will work to 
the best of my abilities. 
 

Jane Wrightson: 
I have been at St. Stephen’s for 60 years!  My hopes 
for St. Stephen’s are that we will grow and prosper as 
a center for worship and Christian development for 
the congregation and of service to God’s people here 
and throughout the world.  I trust that the request 
that I serve is God’s call to me.  I strongly support our 
church building project and the creation of our new 
home.  I want to help. 
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SSenior Warden 
Report 

 
Things keep moving at breakneck 
speed at St. Stephen’s. Have you 
been to the new church site? It is 
developing so well and so fast! It is 
living proof that the Lord is 

working.  They are almost ready to pour the 
foundation. We are very close to getting the permit to 
allow that to happen. The temporary entrance is in –
the permanent entrance will be put in in the spring 
and VDOT has approved it all!  We are very close to 
final drawings that will allow us to make a decision on 
the bell tower and proceed with the bank loan and a 
permanent contract with Evans Construction 
Company. I ask you to continue in prayer for all that 
must go into place and for favorable weather so that 
they can keep the construction moving forward. 
 

Our meeting with people from the congregation to 
discuss changing our name was held this past week. It 
was an overwhelming yes! We will begin the process 
of taking suggestions from the congregation for a new 
name that will tell the world who we are and what we 
are about. The vestry hopes to have all suggestions 
and rationale for the names the congregation submits 
collected by January. The vestry will then decide how 
to go about making the final decision. Exciting times 
indeed. 
 

The vestry meeting this month was filled with a love 
and closeness to the Lord—we could feel his presence 
by the way he is directing our thoughts and giving us 
encouragement for growing the spiritual maturity of 
the church. He is causing us to look in new directions 
in our personal lives, and our actions as a family, for 
making St. Stephen’s the beacon of his life and love to 
all those we come in contact with.  
 

The Lord reminded me of a very important promise he 
has made to all who follow him about joy. Jeffrey’s 
scripture study at our July vestry meeting was about 
joy. Where does our joy come from? What causes us 
to lose our joy? The vestry members were asked to 
identify things that steal our joy. They came up with 
many things----fear, anger, depression, boredom, 
strife in the family. But the Lord has promised us joy. 
His promises abound in scripture. Joy is knowing and 
sharing the love of Jesus. I was feeling a bit down last 

week but the Lord spoke to me one morning and 
said—“You will rejoice, and no one will take away your 
joy” John 16:22-What a wonderful promise! I realized 
at that point that joy has been promised and no one or 
no “thing” can steal my joy. At that moment the spring 
had been put back in my step! Jeffrey stated that our 
goal should be joy and the need to recapture joy 
because we know Jesus. Joy is one of the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit and we can experience that joy through the 
strength of the Holy Spirit. 
 

“For the Lord your God will bless you in all your harvest 
and in all the works of your hands, and your joy will be 
complete” Deuteronomy 16:15. 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him. Romans 16:13 
 

Be JOYFUL! 
 
In His Service, 
Elaine Price 
 

 
A Look Back 

by Mo Dillingham 
 
There’s been lots of talk lately about how we’ve 
changed since leaving our old location which caused 
me to recall our past and who we were then. It was 
both an exciting time and a threatening one. We felt 
sure that we were standing firm in the faith and 
scriptures but realized there would be major 
consequences to our actions. We no longer wished to 
accommodate the new age theology promoted by our 
old church hierarchy which seemed to be for the 
“Church of What’s Happening Now”. It required 
“opening our minds” to the new ways and not one 
following God’s holy Word. Due to our attitude and 
direction of rejecting the worldly, it got around that we 
were truly faithful and our membership increased to 
fill that little sanctuary every Sunday. We had families 
coming from far outside the normally expected parish 
bounds, just to get the Truth. Families were starved for 
a biblically faithful presentation of the Gospel and 
found their oasis in the desert of the worldly at our 
little church. All-in-all, it is a very nice memory and one 
to continue.  
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From The Building Committee 
 

 
Many Northumberland residents comment on the 
work that is being done on the site of the Lord’s 
New Church. We are almost finished moving and 
compacting the earth that will be the deep 
foundation of the new church. The big piles of top 
soil will be used next spring and summer to cover 
the ground so we can plant grass, flowers and 
trees. We will need all of the soil and that is the 
reason for the “No Sale” sign. 
 
The next step is to dig and pour the footings and 
foundation of the building pad. We expect the final 
engineering calculations of the tower by November 
21. The next step is the building permit. Then, 
please pray for good warm weather so they can 
pour the concrete pad. We are now so dependent 
on the weather. Pray, Pray, Pray! 
 
VDOT has approved our temporary entrance that 
will be used until the permanent one is installed 
after all of the heavy trucks and equipment are 
finished. The current entrance is for heavy 
equipment but not cars. The site people will try to 
modify the entrance for our cars soon so we can 
park and have prayers on the ground. EPA and 
other government agencies have many rules for 
people on a construction site. We will work with the 
rules and provide you some safe space. 
 
George Beckett 
Chairman 
 
 

Words of Wisdom 
 

The following list is attributed to Andy Rooney. I don’t 
know if that is true, but we can learn a lot of this... 
 

I’ve learned 
..... That he best classroom in the world is at the feet of 
an elderly person.  
..... That when you're in love, it shows.  
..... That just one person saying to me, 'You've made 
my day!' makes my day.  
..... That having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of 
the most peaceful feelings in the world.  

..... That being kind is more important than being right.  

..... That you should never say no to a gift from a child.  

..... That I can always pray for someone when I don't 
have the strength to help him in some other way.  
..... That no matter how serious your life requires you 
to be, everyone needs a friend to act goofy with.  
..... That sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold 
and a heart to understand.  
..... That life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it 
gets to the end, the faster it goes.  
..... That we should be glad God doesn't give us 
everything we ask for.  
..... That money doesn't buy class.  
..... That it's those small daily happenings that make life 
so spectacular.  
.... That under everyone's hard shell is someone who 
wants to be appreciated and loved.  
.....That to ignore the facts does not change the facts.  
.....That when you plan to get even with someone, you 
are only letting that person continue to hurt you.  
..... That love, not time, heals all wounds.  
.... That everyone you meet deserves to be greeted 
with a smile.  
..... That I wish I could have told my Mom that I love her 
one more time before she passed away.  
..... That one should keep his words both soft and 
tender, because tomorrow he may have to eat them.  
..... That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your 
looks.  
..... That when your newly born grandchild holds your 
little finger in his little fist, you're hooked for life.  
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A Vision for St. Stephen’s 
 

Something new (well, not really new) has appeared 
on the front page of our Sunday bulletin.  It is a 
“Vision for St. Stephen’s.” Some of asked where did 
this come from? 
 

In 2012 we did a workshop on what our vision was 
for St. Stephen’s. This is what came out of that 
workshop. 
 

The Vision: St. Stephen’s is a leader in equipping 
the saints of the Northern Neck for ministry. 
(Ephesians 4:12) 
 

1.  A center for learning 
 a. Biblical knowledge 
 b. Biblical world view 
 c. Apologetics 
 d. Global perspective 
 e. Library 
2. A center for prayer 
 a. Community intercession 
 b. Women’s ministry Prayer Room  
      and prayer box at Thrift shop 
 c. Inner Healing Prayer 
3. A center for support of the family 
 a. Children: Preparing the next generation of 
believers to stand firm in the truth of Christ and to 
love deeply in His name 
   i. Children’s Bible Study Time 
  Ii. Good News Club 
 b. Marriage 
   i. Marriage Mentors 
  Ii. Community Marriage Covenant 
4. A witness for racial harmony 
 a. Occasional joint worship events 
      With First Baptist Church 
 b. Joint ministry with other congregations 
 c. Table Talk series on racial attitudes 

 
VISION RATIONALE 

 
A. God has been grooming us. 
 a. We have been forced to choose between 
     accommodating the culture and taking a 
     stand for Biblical faith. 
 b. We have paid a high price for our choice 
      i. Loss of members 
     ii. Public condemnation 
    Iii. Loss of facilities, property and  
         money 
    iv. Money spent on litigation 

 c. The challenge has strengthened us 
  i.   In our knowledge of God’s Word 
  ii.  In our clarity of purpose and 
       perspective 
  iii. In our understanding of the cost 
       of discipleship 
  iv. In our willingness to sacrifice for 
       the Lord 
  v.  In our trust of God’s plan and  
      provision 
   1. We do not fear the future 
   2. We are excited about what 
       God will do with us 
 d. We are highly visible. 
  a. There has been a lot of publicity 
  b. People know about our stance on   
      the authority of the Bible 
  c. People know about our partnership  
      with First Baptist Church  
 e. We have a lot to offer other Christians 
  a. Strong faith 
  b. Strong commitment to prayer 
  c. Great teachers with a desire to  
       educate 
  d. A love for children and young adults 
  e. Strong marriages (and experience  
       in marital tragedy and failure) 
  f. Experience in world mission and  
      love for the last/least/lost 
  g. Organizational skills-we know how 
      to get things done 
       f. Dynamic growth in numbers is not the     
     point. 
  a. We have grown, but not   
      dramatically 
  b. We are not attracting families with 
      children, but we are ministering to 
      Christian children and their families 
  d. Unity and support among Christians 
      is essential in this time. 
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Such A Pity 
 

(This article by Alfred S. Regnery was sent to me by 
Joan Blackstone. It appeared in the Washington Times. 

I have edited it to fit the space. –Editor) 
 

 The Islamist extremist destruction of historical 
treasures in the Middle East is nothing less than a 
crime against civilization. News accounts do not do 
justice to the loss these barbarians cause as they 
work their way across Syria, destroying anything that 
doesn’t fit into the world as they see it.  
 
 In June 2001, just three months before Sept. 
11, when Western perceptions of Islam and the 
Middle East were changed forever, I spent two 
weeks in Syria, visiting the very foundations of 
Western culture and civilization. Today, it is slowly 
being destroyed.  
 
 Bashar Assad had just come to power, having 
been called in from practicing ophthalmology in 
London when his Stalinist father died. 
 
 Politics, however, was not why I went to Syria.  
Syria was then a gold mine of Roman and Greek 
ruins, Christian monasteries and churches, an open-
air museum with some of the most important 
historical Christian shrines in the Middle East.  
 
 My first stop was the third-century village of 
Sednaya, the most holy Christian city in Syria, where 
Aramaic, the tongue of Jesus Christ, is still the 
dominant language. A nun showed me into a chapel, 
where a portrait of the Virgin Mary, said to have been 
painted by the Apostle Luke, held special powers for 
both Christian and Muslim young women unable to 
have children. Here, prayer would enable them to 
conceive a child. Sednaya, and the icon, had been 
the cause of Christian miracles for centuries, and 
would presumably continue to be for centuries more. 
 

  

 But it is not to be. Muslim extremists, intent 
on destroying everything that is not to their liking, 
have this year simply liquidated Sednaya. According 
to one press report, “the ancient monastery church 
and side chapels were stripped completely of their 
priceless religious icons and other religious objects 
were urinated and defecated upon. Christian 
villagers who were caught in the midst of the rebel 
assault had their throats slit, or were shot execution-
style at close range.”  
 
 Maalula, just a few miles farther north, is a 
beautiful little ancient Christian village, built into a 
gorge, with several third- and fourth-century 
churches, orphanages and retreat centers. Aramaic 
is the principal language, these two villages being 
among the very few places in the world where the 
language of Jesus is still spoken. At the top of the 
hill is the monastery St. Sergius, named for a 
Roman officer who was martyred in the fourth 
century for refusing to renounce his Christian faith. A 
Catholic priest from Lebanon engaged me, in 
passable English, in a lengthy discussion about 
early Christianity, appropriate, as he told me that our 
conversation was taking place in perhaps the oldest 
Christian church in the world. The semicircular stone 
church altar predates the Council of Nicaea (325 
A.D.); after Nicaea, altars were rectangular. The little 
church exuded peacefulness and quiet, and I got the 
sense that it would probably remain unchanged 
forever. 
 
 Unfortunately, not so. According to a London 
Telegraph story earlier this year, Maalula was 
“liberated” by the Islamists, many of its inhabitants, 
among the few souls still speaking the language of 
Jesus, were assassinated and the rest fled. Shellfire 
breached the limestone walls of the oldest Christian 
church in the world and, inside, what had long been 
seen as a symbol of Syria’s religious freedom, 
broken icons lay on the ground alongside crosses, 
catechisms and images of the Virgin Mary.  
 
 The Syrian Orthodox Monastery of St. 
George was just a few miles from the Crusader 
castle Krak des Chevalier where, according to 
legend, St. George is buried. Among the buildings in 
the complex was a 13th-century chapel, still intact 
and good repair, and another built in 515 A.D. was 
also amazingly well preserved. The 20 or so monks, 
all in their 20s and 30s, were overjoyed at having an 
English-speaking guest and gathered around, after 
evening prayers, to practice their English and speak 
of their faith. The place had peacefulness and quiet  

 
continued next page 
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continued from page 7 
 
about it that made it seem almost part of another 
world.  
 
 The monastery was attacked in August of last 
year by jihadist terrorists, but defended by local  
Christian volunteers, many of whom were killed. 
   
 During Holy Week this year, a school on the  
monastery grounds was attacked with gunfire and 
mortars leaving several children and teachers dead 
or wounded. It is just a matter of time before it meets 
the same fate as Sednaya and Maalula.  
 
 A couple of days later, in Aleppo, I had lunch 
with Metropolitan Gregorios Johanna Ibrahim, the 
Syriac-Orthodox archbishop of Aleppo. A worldly 
and strong-willed man in his 60s, with a graduate 
degree from the University of Bristol in England, he 
was authoritative and gracious; nearly everybody 
who passed the table, Muslims and Christians alike, 
stopped to greet him and exchange hugs. As we 
parted, we agreed that we would no doubt see each 
other again sometime.  
 
 It won’t happen. In April 2013, while returning 
from Turkey with another bishop, his car was 
attacked by Islamist terrorists, the driver was shot 
and the two bishops kidnapped. They have not been 
seen nor heard from since, and are presumed dead.  
 
 As Islamist extremists continue to terrorize 
Syria, more Christian villages will be “liberated,” 
more priceless historical sites destroyed, and many 
of Syria’s nearly 2 million Christians will be killed. It’s 
a tragedy for civilization.  
 

Alfred S. Regnery is the former president of 
Regnery Publishing. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An International Evening 

 
You are invited to an international 

evening celebrating the worldwide love of 

God throughout His world. Highlighted 

will be the Lord's work in far-off places 

around the world and learning about 

ethnic groups that have no church. 

 

The Rev. Chris Royer, director of 

Anglican Frontier Missions, will speak 

about the work of AFM. We will have 

hors d'oeuvres from several countries. 

Pictures and exhibits will show us places 

we have never heard of. 

 

Join us at Fairfields Methodist Church on 

Friday, December 12th beginning at 6:30 

for an evening of global news and 

international fare. 

 

R.S.V.P. to Tad or Constance 

De Bordenave 
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Almost three years ago, you elected me to be the 
coordinator for women’s ministry at St. Stephen’s. 
My initial vision was to reach out and connect with 
every woman in the church in a personal way. It 
quickly became apparent that this was a task I 
could not accomplish on my own, and so 
alternatives were to be considered. In discussions 
with the leadership team, we began to think in 
terms of breaking up the some eighty women of 
our church family into geographical groups so that 
they could interconnect for fellowship and support 
on a regular basis with those who lived in their 
own neighborhood or area. For some time we 
have been considering this concept, and 
introduced it to you in last month’s newsletter 
defining eight geographic groups and giving you 
an overview of their purpose.  
 
Recently, Mary Swann reminded me of the 
example of Nehemiah in rebuilding the wall in 
Jerusalem and you recently received a letter from 
her defining his method. The purpose of rebuilding 
the wall was to reestablish protection for the 
whole city again. Many hands made light work, 
and as each section came together, the wall was 
rebuilt in fifty-two days! Of course, we recognize 
that we are all members of the St. Stephen’s body 
and we see the big picture in our lives together, 
but adding some structure with these smaller 
groups spread out around the Northern Neck will 
provide the opportunity to interact with each other 
more often, get to know each other better and 
help each other in times of need. As we bond 
together in these care groups, we will lay a ground 
work of protection for the whole body with a strong 
defense against the enemy. Such a structure can 
assure that no woman of our body of Christ is 
overlooked or left out of the ring of fellowship. We 
all need each other, and as Ecclesiastes 4:10 and 
12 tells us, “Two are better than one because they 

have a good return for their work: If one falls down, 
his friend can help him up. But pity the man who 
falls and has no one to help him up!....Though one 
may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. 
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” So, 
we continue to pursue this initiative for the women 
which is not to exclude the men, but hopefully 
eventually to pull them into neighborhood groups 
of fellowship as well.  
 
This will be my last newsletter article for the 
women, as I am stepping down from the position 
of coordinator at the end of the year. It has been a 
joy and privilege to serve on the Leadership Team 
in this position for three years, and I have been 
blessed by working with you and caring for you 
and extending my love to you. I hope you know 
that you all will remain dear to my heart. God has 
been so gracious to us through the fellowship we 
share and in the gifts He has imparted to each one 
of us, and I marvel at the depth of commitment 
and service that you all bring to the Body of Christ 
at St. Stephen’s. I know there is someone among 
you whom God has chosen to step up to the plate 
and join the Leadership Team. As indicated in the 
first paragraph of this article, this is not a one man 
show, and any help you are able to give will be 
most welcome! I applaud Suzy Norman, Eleanor 
Semerjian and Mary Swann for their dedication 
and all they have done in leading the women’s 
ministry this year. Well done, good and faithful 
servants! 
 
As we enter into the Advent Season, may each 
day give you quiet moments of reflection and study 
and anticipation. Take to heart Mary’s song in 
Luke 1:46-56, and meditate on her reverence for 
God in accepting His call upon her life. And then, 
upon the arrival of the Christ Child, may you be in 
awe of the extravagant love the Father has for 
you. Merry Christmas to my dear sisters in Christ! 
 
Love in His Holy Name, 
 
Donna 
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Women’s News Continued 
 
If the Lord is nudging you to take this leadership 
position, the following is the job description for the   
ministry coordinator: She is recommended by the 
women’s leadership team, and endorsed by the 
women of St. Stephen’s and is appointed by the 
Rector to serve for a two year term beginning in 
January. She demonstrates maturity in faith and is 
a member in good standing of the congregation. 
 
Responsibilities: 

Presides over all women’s ministry meetings 
Plans meeting content with other members of 
the team and the spiritual director.  
Participates in drafting and supporting an 
annual budget  
Delegates tasks as needed.  
Utilizes all available methods of communication 
summarizing activities to keep women informed.  
Submits an annual report for the annual 
meeting book of reports  
Keeps women’s bulletin board up to date.   
Coordinates with the Rector Hospitality Teams 
for church events 

Seeking a New Name 
for our Congregation 
Please give the vestry  

your input. 
 
 After meeting with the congregation and 
receiving written comments, the vestry voted 
unanimously on November 12 to pursue a new 
name for our congregation.   Over the next 60 
days, the vestry solicits your suggestions for a 
name, along with your rationale for the suggestion.  
The vestry requests that submissions be 
anonymous. There is a plastic box on the green 
kiosk in O. A. Brinkley Hall where you may 
place your submissions.  In addition to names, if 
words or images come to you in your prayer time 
that may be helpful to the decision, please put 
those in the box as well. 
 
 At the meeting, congregants made many 
good points in favor of a name change.  Some 
were practical, such as eliminating the confusion 
between two churches with the same name in this 
small town.  Others were spiritual.  A new name 
will allow us to move on from the pain of the 2006 
split.  Many felt that God is clearly doing a new 
thing with us, and observed that when God does a 
new thing, He often changes a person’s name.  
Others pointed out that a name that reflects who 
we are and who we hope to be will shape our 
character as a church.  Three people at the 
meeting said they had gone from strongly 
opposing a name change to strongly supporting it.  
No one argued against the name change, although 
it was acknowledged that effort will be required to 
regain the name recognition we now enjoy.   
 
 The vestry has committed to a careful 
discernment process, seeking to find the name by 
which God knows us.  They will next discuss the 
matter at the Vestry Retreat January 9-10, 2015, 
by which time much prayer and input will have 
occurred.   

 
 
 

Mark your calendars now for our 
Annual Women’s Christmas 

Luncheon 
Saturday, December 20th 

at the home of 
Sandi Ward 

Northumberland House 
Heathsville, Virginia 

Calling all bakers, and any others who would like to 
participate: Our Christmas Cookie Walk will take place 
Sunday, December 21st during Coffee Hour. Bring your 

favorite cookies to be sold by the pound  for the benefit of 
our Building Fund. Bless you all! 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
Dec.   7 Lynn and Howard York 
Dec. 14 Jim Logan, Ben Ward 
Dec. 21 Joy and David Gwaltney 
Dec. 24 Marie Carstensen, Chris Cralle 
Dec. 28 Bill Tracey, Ed Feddeman 
Jan.    4 Doug Smoot, Constance   
  McDearmon 
 

Acolytes 
Dec.   7 Marley Kimmitt 
Dec. 14 Sarah Saunders 
Dec. 21 Chris Cralle 
Dec. 24 Emma Saunders 
Dec. 28 Hannah Hamlett 
Jan.    4 Marley Kimmitt 
 

Lesson Readers  
 

Dec.   7 Frank McCarthy (L) 
  Jeanne Hickey (P) 
Dec. 14 Elaine Price (L) 
  Constance McDearmon (P) 
Dec. 21 Julie Pritchard (L) 
  Margaret Radcliffe (P) 
Dec. 24 Dick Seed (L) 
  Barbara Seed (P) 
Dec. 28 Bill Tracey (L) 
  Susan Thomas (P) 
Jan.    4 Howard York (L) 
  Priscilla Williams (P) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Dec.   7 Harrison Williams, Elaine Price 
Dec. 14 Fred Woodard, Phyllis TeStrake 
Dec. 21 Priscilla Williams, Tony Blackstone 
Dec. 24 Irene Haley, Bill Bloom 
Dec. 28 Lucy Logan, Ward LeHardy 
Jan.    4 Frank McCarthy, Constance  
  McDearmon 
 

Altar Guild   
1st week Judy LeHardy, Lucy Logan 
2nd week Susan Thomas, Priscilla Williams  
3rd week Sally Custer, Ruth Franck 
4th week Susan Thomas, Laddie & Virginia 
  Townshend 
  

Nursery 
Dec.   7 Betty Cralle, Judy LeHardy 
Dec. 14 Julie Pritchard, Doris Myers 
Dec. 21 Margaret Radcliffe, Irene Haley 
Dec. 24 Jeanette Cralle, Constance McD. 
Dec. 28 Saunee Hamlett, _____________ 

Coffee Hour 
Dec.   7 __________________________ 
Dec. 14 Congregational Meeting 
Dec. 21 Barbara & Dick Seed and 
  Priscilla Williams 
Dec. 28 Sally Custer, Susan Thomas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dec.   1  John Radcliffe 
Dec.   2  Bob Norman, Fred Woodard 
Dec.   5  Neil Avent 
Dec.   8  Nan Hundley 
Dec. 10  Jim Logan 
Dec. 12  Patrick Brennan, Hunter Manson 
Dec. 13  Laddie Townshend       
Dec. 17 Daniel Mochamps 
Dec. 18  Carl Smith 
Dec. 23  Veronica Brennan 
Dec. 27  Jan Beckett, Ward LeHardy, Rick 
  Saunders, Hannah Hamlett 
Dec. 28  Marion Mitchell       
Dec. 31  Virginia Townshend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dec.   6  Susan and Rick Saunders 
Dec. 13  Constance McDearmon and  
   Doug Smoot  
Dec. 18  Janet and Walter Eichacker  
Dec. 28  Joan and Tony Blackstone 
 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 
woman may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 
and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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   HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

   Suzy Norman, Editor 

   suzy@nnwifi.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale:  One unimproved lot in the Bay 
Quarters Shore (BQS) Community.  Last year 
the Building Fund was presented a gift of a BQS 
lot.  As our church moves closer to starting 
construction we want to sell the lot. Owner’s 
benefits include: use of swimming pool, picnic 
area, dock fishing, Cod Creek boat access boat 
ramp (almost Potomac River), boat and RV 
storage and club house use.  All reasonable 
offers will considered. Please call George 
Beckett (804-580-5179). 
 
 

  2014 

 


