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 Please remember St. Stephen's annual observance of 
Veterans' Day on Sunday, 9 November immediately following our 
worship service. The Army JROTC of Northumberland High 
School will present the Colors in The First Baptist Church 
Cemetery and the combined congregations will honor our fallen 
veterans with the sounding of TAPS by Adam Parker of NHS 
Band.  We will have our usual lunch provided by the women of 
our two congregations. 
          The lunch will be followed by a presentation from Col. 
Catherine Hundley, USA (Ret.).  Col.  Hundley will speak about 
the Families of Wounded Fund. This organization provides 
financial  resources to support families and care givers of military 
service members wounded in combat.   
          She is a close relative of Charlotte and Dr. Jim Hundley, 
DVM. Col. Hundley's husband grew up in Heathsville and 
graduated from Northumberland H.S.  Col Hundley retired from 
the Virginia Army National Guard with 32 years of service as an 
Army Nurse. 

Howard L. York 
Program Chairman 
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JJeffrey’s 
Journal 

 
Give Thanks in all Things 

 
 

 Because Americans have a national holiday 
called “Thanksgiving,” our nation focuses briefly on 
being thankful.  It is a healthy thing for our citizens 
to focus on their blessings.  Maybe for those who 
don’t know the Lord, it is a chance to recognize 
that those blessings come from somewhere, and 
that their ultimate source is a Creator-God who so 
loves the world that He sent His only Son so that all 
who believe in Him may not perish but have 
eternal life.   
 
 God’s Word tells us to “give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.” (I Thessalonians 5:18)  Giving thanks 
in all circumstances causes us to recognize and 
rejoice in the fact that despite the difficulty our 
current moment may present to us, God is blessing 
us immensely.  Simply the ability to have breath 
and a heartbeat is a blessing.  The fact that we 
know God is a blessing.  The fact that God has not 
left us to fumble in the dark, but has given us His 
Word to be a guide upon our path and a lamp 
beneath our feet is a blessing.  The fact that the 
Holy Spirit is still at work in the world, “leading us 
into all truth” and working signs and wonders to 
give us a glimpse of the Kingdom is a blessing.  The 
fact that God has invited us to participate in His 
awesome work and to express His love and to tell 
others about Him is a blessing.  It is a blessing that 
“We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of 
the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. (2 
Corinthians 3:18) It is a blessing that we have the 
promise of eternal life as our hope. 
 
 I’ve been thinking lately about another way 
to read that verse about giving thanks in all 
circumstances.  Could it mean that it would 
enhance our Christian walk if we gave thanks for 
everything in our lives, no matter whether it seems 

like a blessing or not?  If that sounds illogical, 
consider Romans 8:28, which says, “And we know 
that all things work together for good, for those 
who love the Lord are called according to his 
purpose.”  What that tells me is that things that 
seem to me like barriers and burdens are being 
used by God to bless and grow and sanctify me.  
Earlier this year, I received the diagnosis of 
cirrhosis of the liver.  I was perplexed by that.  I’ve 
had none of the problems that usually lead to liver 
disease.  Despite healing prayer, the condition has 
persisted.  I have not thought to thank God for the 
diagnosis.  And yet, as I have worked through diet 
and exercise to keep my liver as healthy as 
possible, I have felt better, lost weight and felt 
more energetic.  Now I have a healthier lifestyle.  
Thank you, Lord. 
 
 When I look back over the past ten years, 
several things that were disasters at the time have 
been turned to blessing by the God who loves us.  
The dispute with the Episcopal Church over 
doctrine has led to a new Anglican denomination in 
North America which is highly focused on 
evangelism.  It has given us a global view of the 
Christian Church.  It has given us close ties with 
Christians in the Third World whom we otherwise 
would not have known.  The hurricane that left the 
basement of First Baptist Church flooded, and the 
recession which blocked the success of their day 
school have led to our lodging together with them 
under one roof for these past 2 ½ years (and more 
months to come).  Both congregations have 
testified to the blessing.  Thank you, Lord. 
 
 Bottom line?  God is good, and He loves you 
and me.  Whatever is happening in our lives is in 
His hands, which are the most powerful, capable 
and loving hands of all.  For that, we are eternally 
thankful, and we are able to give thanks to Him in 
all circumstances.  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Jeffrey O. Cerar, Pastor 
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 My Dear, Loving Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

 Thank you for your prayers relating to my 
heath. I am approaching the third week since the 
medical procedure without severe back pain or 
pain reduction medicine. I can stand during church 
prayers for the first time in years. Walking is 
becoming a habit again and pulling weeds from the 
yard is almost fun. I thank the Lord daily for the 
relief. If you know a person who doubts the power 
of prayer, please send them to me so I can share 
my personal testimony.  

With gratitude to God, 

George Beckett 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting  

December 14 after Worship 
 

Election of New Vestry Members 
 
 Please plan to attend our annual 
congregational meeting on Sunday December 14 
after worship.  At that time, we will elect three 
new members to the vestry—two three-year 
terms, and one for two years to fill the unexpired 
term of Bob David.  The vestry will present a slate 
of nominees.  Nominations will also be accepted 
from the membership up until December 4, 
according to our by-laws.  Please use the forms 
you will find on the table in O. A. Brinkley Hall.  The 
other business of the annual meeting will be to 
present the budget, which the vestry will approve 
at its November meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for our Third Annual 
Thanksgiving Eve Service  

 

at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The sermon will be shared by  
Jeffrey Cerar 

and 
The Rev. Dr. John Fontaine 

 
 

 
I would like to thank everyone who 
so willingly hosted our Coffee Hours 
this year. we all know what an 
important part these gatherings 
after church play in our Church Life.  

 
Now it is time to begin thinking about Coffee Hours for 
next year . In early December we will be posting a 
schedule for 2015 listing all of the Sundays, giving 
everyone approximately the same date again. Please 
trade with someone if your date does not suit you, 
and notify Leslie and your "seasonal leader" of the 
trade. (Seasonal leaders will be listed below the 
schedule.) If there is anyone who was not on this 
year's schedule but would like to help with Coffee 
Hour next year, please let me or Charlaine Andrulot 
know. We will work you in, and of course will put you 
with someone who has hosted Coffee Hour before.  
 
Thanks again to all our Coffee Hour hosts in 2014, and 
we look forward to another good year. 
 

Judy LeHardy 
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SSenior Warden 
Report 

 
 What a wonderful fall 
season we are having. Beautiful 
days, beautiful temperatures! BUT, 
time is moving so quickly! Can’t 
believe we are planning 

Thanksgiving dinner and Christmas visits already. 
Looking forward to the holidays though, as we will be 
with our children on both occasions.  God has blessed 
us beyond my greatest dreams.  
 Our cruise getaway was fantastic! Sunshine, no 
cell phone, no internet, no cooking and no cleaning! 
How good is that? We had a wonderful time but I have 
to say it is always good to get home to terra firma and 
our family at St. Stephen’s.  Now it is down to business 
once again.  
 Building: Moving dirt is a good sign and I see 
that a lot has been moved while we were away. 
Getting closer to the final signing of a contract with 
Evans Construction Co. Things are falling into place 
and I have every confidence that the Lord will see us 
through to the completion of HIS new church home. 
 Fund Raising: I am so uplifted that the 
response to our fund raising campaign was so positive. 
I can only conclude that the Lord is behind all of it and 
wants HIS church to be built so that we can move 
forward spreading the Word to our community and 
beyond. I would love to see 100% participation in this 
campaign---no matter how small or how large. If we 
have everyone on board the Lord will honor our 
commitment to providing a place for the spreading of 
his word and saving grace. After all, that is what we 
are all about, growing spiritually and spreading the 
word to all that we can reach—here and abroad. 
Please consider, if you have not yet, giving whatever 
the Lord lays on your heart to build this temple to Him 
as debt free as possible. 
 I would like to encourage all of our family at St. 
Stephen’s to consider coming to the Tuesday evening 
presentation of Dr. Del Tackett on the Truth Project. 
Dr. Tackett is former president of Focus on the Family 
Institute. We will be exploring Dr. Tackett’s take on 
Christian Worldview. The study is the starting point for 
looking at life from a biblical prospective. We will 
meet in the Living Room, downstairs at FBC on 
Tuesday evenings from 7 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. All are 
welcome—not just the Tuesday night Bible study. 

 As I close, please remember that the giving to 
God’s Great Project is an ongoing project, although the 
more we can get up front, the LESS we have to borrow 
from the bank. Pray about it and see what God is 
saying to your heart. 
 God’s promises are many----He will care for us, 
provide for us and see us through any tribulations. We 
can count on it! 
  “Our mouths are filled with laughter, our 
tongues with songs of joy…..the Lord has done great 
things for us, and we are filled with joy. “ 
(Psalms 120:2-3)  
  “He who began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Jesus 
Christ” (Philippians 1:6) The Lord has promised to be 
with us and fill our hearts with joy—what better life is 
to be had? 
 

Love in His Service. 
Elaine Price 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      On Sunday, October 19th, God guided our 
congregation to commit a total of $373,198.  (This is in 
addition to the commitments from 2012 which 
exceeded $1.27 million.) Several in our congregation 
are away so those figures may well increase over the 
next few weeks.  This is all powerful testimony that we 
are listening to what God is asking us to do: Help with 
the church building while He prepares to build our 
congregation.   
      These results bring the participation of the 
congregation up to around 84%.  Those who have not 
been able to participate in this Commitment are urged 
to seek guidance from God and help bring our total 
participation up to 100%. 
      Those additional pledges over the next 28 
months break down this way: 
 

Oct-Dec 2014: $  23,400 
               2015: $132,930 
               2016: $104,034 
        Jan 2017: $112,834 
 

Ward LeHardy 
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Dear Ladies of St. Stephen’s, 
 
As I write this newsletter article, it is a 
beautiful, crisp fall day. The leaves here have 
not yet changed too much, but I had the 
pleasure of spending some time in the western 
part of our state recently where fall colors were 
appearing in abundance. To see the mountains 
again, brought me such a sense of God’s glory 
in His amazing creation and instantly Psalm 121 
came to mind. “I lift up my eyes unto the hills 
from whence cometh my help. My help cometh 
from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” 
I learned this psalm as a child one summer 
while attending camp outside of Ashville, NC 
where I spent a few weeks each year growing 
up. I loved it there, and one year I was asked to 
memorize this psalm and recite it for our 
Sunday service on the lakefront which was 
hemmed in by mountains on the other side. I 
was terrified to do this, but when I gazed upon 
those majestic mountains before me, I felt 
drawn close to our Creator and Redeemer, my 
God in whom I may trust. Here in the Northern 
Neck, although surrounded by a beauty of a 
different kind, we sometimes forget about the 
mountains and valleys that lie west of us, but 
they are always another reminder to me that 
the beauty of earth is but a sacrament of the 
beauty of holiness made manifest in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
I am pleased to report to you that in October 
we were able to meet our budgetary allocations 
to our local outreach recipients in full, and the 
thank you notes are pouring in. I have posted 
several on the bulletin board in Brinkley Hall.  

Our Thrift Shop continues to thrive, and we 
have been able to pay out to the church 
$2750.00 as well as $5,000.00 into our women’s 
account for the third quarter of the year. Out of 
that account we will send 10% of this to the 
Building Fund. Thanks be to God for the ways He 
continues to bless the Thrift Shop and the 
ministry that is going on in that place. I had the 
pleasure of going to the Prayer Room recently 
and met Eleanor Semerjian and Mary Swann for 
coffee as they continue to be a presence there 
every other Tuesday of the month. It was a 
lovely experience, and I pray that more of you 
will do the same, just to stop and chat, perhaps 
pray and to enjoy rich fellowship. The presence 
of the Lord is surely in our Prayer Room. 
 
It seems like just yesterday that we all gathered 
in Brinkley Hall last November to put together 
shoe boxes of gifts for the Operation Christmas 
Child ministry. Believe it or not, it is that time 
again to begin collecting items for the shoe 
boxes for this year. There is a big container by 
the women’s bulletin board in which you may 
deposit your purchases. Julia Pritchard will have 
copies of a list of suggested items and age group 
leaflets on the information table and let’s top 
our thirty-five boxes of last year with a new all 
time high!  
 
We will meet on Thursday, November 20th at 
10:00 a.m. in Brinkley Hall for worship 
followed by a working session to fill the boxes 
and prepare them for mailing. Lunch is 
included. 
 
We had a great time of fellowship last year with 
this project, and I hope that we have a good 
turn out this year to work on these gifts of 
sharing the love of Jesus Christ with children in 
need.  
 
Blessings and love, 
Donna 
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Lyn Conley Traveling to 
Cambodia on Mission Trip 

 
Lyn Conley will travel with a United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) group to Cambodia 
in January, 2015. The team leader is Sam NeSmith. 
(You may remember Sam and his harmonica from 
the Table Talk about Russia.) 120 or more Christian 
women leaders from 11 districts in Cambodia will 
gather to learn leadership skills, to dialogue about 
societal issues and the role of Christian women, 
and to reflect on Biblical teachings as the 
foundation for mission. The UMVIM team will help 
with worship experiences and in leading small 
breakout sessions. The theme of this women’s 
conference is “Women Moving Toward Shalom.” 
The Bible verse focus is (Micah 6:8) “What does the 
Lord require of us?”  
 
The Virginia UMC has adopted three geographical 
areas under the Initiatives of Hope mission focus. 
Cambodia is one of these areas. The Initiatives of 
Hope slogan, “Separated by oceans…united by 
faith,” is an updated twist on the great commission 
from Matthew’s gospel.  
 
Quick facts about Cambodia: 
*70% of Cambodia’s population is 30 or younger, 
with over ½ of the country being comprised of 
children and youth! 
*Christianity is only practiced by about 2% of the 
population – most are Hindi or Buddhist. 
*Education is a relatively new trend. Less than 10% 
of Cambodians have completed college, and the 
vast majority has little schooling. 
*Resources provided by Christian churches include 
community rice banks which provide rice to 
families when they run out. Many families can only 
raise/store enough food to feed their families for 8-
9 months of the year, so there is an annual “hungry 
season” where there is only one meal a day, and 
that might be rice only (if it can be obtained). 
 
The team is collecting items for a gift bag for each 
participant. We have the cloth bags already, and 

would like for churches to donate the items listed 
below in a plastic grocery (WalMart) bag. Items for 
EACH bag: full size soap bar, washcloth, 
toothbrush/toothpaste, shampoo (not travel size), 
lotion, nail file and/or nail clippers, comb, band-
aids, small package of tissues, spool of thread and 
several sewing needles, 2 pencils, a writing tablet, 
and a pencil sharpener (or mechanical pencils and 
extra lead). These bags may be given to Lyn or Jim, 
or left in the church office.  
 
Please pray for Lyn and the team as they prepare 
for and undertake this journey. The cost for each 
person is $2800 and any money collected above 
that amount will be used to help pay for lodging 
and food for the 120 participants. Checks may be 
made out to St. Stephen’s with Cambodia mission 
on the memo line. One check will be written from 
the church at a later date. If you have any 
questions, please contact Lyn. Email: 
960hardingswharf@gmail.com or cell phone 804-
436-6954.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diocesan Synod  
November 14-15 

 
 On November 14 and 15, the Diocese of the 
Mid-Atlantic will hold its annual meeting, known as 
“Diocesan Synod,” at All Saints’ Church in 
Woodbridge. We will be represented by our two 
clergy, Jeffrey Cerar and Mary Swann; by our two 
lay delegates, Joy Gwaltney and Judy LeHardy; and 
by Jim Logan, our alternate delegate.  Please keep 
the diocese in prayer, thanking God for the 
wonderful way He has blessed us in this diocese 
and the Anglican Church in North America.   If you 
would like to attend and volunteer, please give 
Heather Adams a call at (703) 590-5470, Ext. 120. 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
Nov.   2 Barbara and Dick Seed 
Nov.   9 Jim Logan, Lyn Neira 
Nov. 16 Charlaine and Bill Andrulot 
Nov. 23 Bobby Edmonds, Stan Rasberry 
Nov. 30 Pam and Herb Smith 
Dec.   7 Lynn and Howard York 
 

Acolytes 
Nov.   2 Marley Kimmitt 
Nov.   9 Sarah Saunders 
Nov. 16 Chris Cralle 
Nov. 23 Emma Saunders 
Nov. 30 Hannah Hamlett 
Dec.   7 Marley Kimmitt 
 

Lesson Readers  
 

Nov.   2 Charlaine Andrulot (L) 
  Bill Bloom (P) 
Nov.   9 Ruth Franck (L) 
  Marie Carstensen (P) 
Nov. 16 Lyn Conley (L) 
  Jim Conley (P) 
Nov. 23 Irene Haley (L) 
  Betty Dillingham (P) 
Nov. 26 Phyllis TeStrake (L)  7:00 PM 
Nov. 30 Judy LeHardy (L) 
  Ward LeHardy (P)  
Dec.   7 Frank McCarthy (L) 
  Jeanne Hickey (P) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Nov.   2 Priscilla Williams, Fred Woodard 
Nov.   9 Tony Blackstone, Irene Haley  
Nov. 16 Bill Bloom, Lucy Logan 
Nov. 23 W. LeHardy, C. McDearmon 
Nov. 30 Frank McCarthy, Suzy Norman 
Dec.   7 Harrison Williams, Elaine Price 
 

Altar Guild   
Nov.  Marie Carstensen, Irene Haley 
December: 
1st week  Judy LeHardy, Lucy Logan 
2nd week Susan Thomas, Priscilla Williams 
3rd week Sally Custer, Ruth Franck 
4th week Susan Thomas, Laddie and Virginia 
  Townshend 
 

 

Nursery 
Nov.   2 Betty Cralle 
Nov.   9 Julie Pritchard 
Nov. 16 Margaret Radcliffe 
Nov. 23 Jeanette Cralle 
Nov. 30 Saunee Hamlett 
Dec.   7 Betty Cralle 
 

Coffee Hour 
Nov.   2 Betty Cralle, Susan Saunders 
Nov.   9 VETERANS’ DAY 
Nov. 16 Irene Haley, Julie Pritchard 
Nov. 23 C. de Bordenave, P. Williams 
Nov. 30 Marie Carstensen & ___________ 
Dec.   7 ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov.   1  Linda Krisman (Thrift Shop Mgr) 
Nov.   2  Herb Smith 
Nov.   4  Heather Cerar, Linda Hornby,  
  Marley Kimmitt 
Nov.   5 Saunee Hamlett,  
Nov.   9 Tom Kimmitt      
Nov. 18  Julie Pritchard 
Nov. 20  Jennifer Radcliffe, Grace Rice 
Nov. 21  Doug Smoot 
Nov. 25  Bill Bloom 
Nov. 26  Sharon Baldacci, Priscilla Williams 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov.   7 Phyllis and William Tracey 
Nov. 10  Judy and Ward LeHardy  
Nov. 24  Judy & Stan Rasberry  
Nov. 30  Anna and Pat Brennan 
 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 
woman may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 
and peace with you and one another  

all the days of their lives. Amen. 
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Beach Vacation at St. Maarten Timeshare in the Caribbean - Jan.10 to Jan.24, 2015 

 

Here is part of the winter weather forecast directly from farmersalmanac.com: "We are "red flagging" 
the first 10 days of January and the first week of February along the Atlantic Seaboard for active wintry 
weather featuring bouts of heavy precipitation and strong winds." 
 
OK, so why not get away from the January 2015 cold for two weeks and enjoy a one-bedroom with a 
king bed and also two fold down single beds in living room. Unit comfortably sleeps 4. Unit has fully 
equipped kitchen and patio with fabulous views overlooking pool, Simpson Bay and Simpson Bay 
Lagoon. Casino, five pools, resort beach and convenience store located on the resort. Several 
restaurants located on the resort with many more within walking distance. Optional day trips to other 
islands by boat leave directly from this resort. Asking $2500.00 rent total for the two weeks plus you 
would pay $100.00 timeshare tax at time of check-out. Will consider a one week rental also so contact 
us if you are interested at 804-529-5753 Melinda and Fred. 
 

For Sale:  One unimproved lot in the Bay Quarter Shores (BQS) Community.  Last year the Building 
Fund was presented a gift of a BQS lot.  As our church moves closer to starting construction we want 
to sell the lot. Owner’s benefits include: use of swimming pool, picnic area, dock fishing, Cod Creek 
boat access boat ramp (almost Potomac River), boat and RV storage and club house use.  All 
reasonable offers will considered. Please call George Beckett (804-580-5179). 

  2014 


