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Renewing God’s Great Project 
 

     On Sunday, October 5th there will be a 
Congregational Meeting where the details of 
renewing God’s Great Project will be laid out.  
Over the following two weeks (October 5th – 
October 19th) we’ll seek God’s guidance through 
concentrated prayer and discernment as we 
watch our new church begin to emerge.  If we 
answer God’s call, minds will open to what He is 
asking us to do, we will be unified around His 
vision, and we will have an exciting new church…
debt-free. More details on page 7. 
 

Blessings, 
Ward LeHardy 

Chairman, Campaign Team 
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JJeffrey’s 
Journal 

 
Should St. Stephen’s 
Change Its Name? 

 
 On a couple of occasions in the past 
year, the question arose as to whether St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church should change its 
name.  There are arguments for changing our 
name and arguments against.  But it is a 
question that needs to be asked and 
answered.  There is power in a name.  You see 
that in the Bible, where on several occasions, 
God changed someone’s name, or a place’s 
name, because of what He was doing . 
 

When God promised Abram an heir in his 
old age and a multitude of descendants, 
He renamed Abram (meaning “exalted 
father”) Abraham (meaning “father of 
many.”)  

 
God changed Sarai’s name (meaning 
“princess”) to Sarah, which means “mother 
of kings and nations.”  
 
When Jacob wrestled with God, the Lord 
gave him the new name Israel.  
 
When God gave Simon the fisherman 
charge of the Church, He renamed him 
Peter, which means “rock.”  

 
 Does God have a similar desire for our 
congregation?  Should we change our name 
for practical or strategic reasons?  This is an 
important question, and the vestry has 
decided to seek the congregation’s input on 
the matter.  At the vestry meeting on 
November 12, the vestry will take up the 

question, “Should we change the name of our 
congregation?” We invite all members of the 
congregation who would like to express their 
opinion on this matter to come to that 
meeting.  If you do have an opinion but 
cannot make the meeting, you may submit 
your comments in writing to the Senior 
Warden, Elaine Price, any time before 
November 12. 
 
 If the Vestry decides we should change 
our name, there will be a process that solicits 
proposed names from the congregation, along 
with rationale for the name that is being 
proposed.  We hope this is something the 
entire congregation can be enthusiastically 
involved in, and that the final decision is one 
that glorifies God. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Jeffrey O. Cerar 

Rector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Site work has begun - 9:30 a.m. 9/22/14 
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Beach Vacation at St. Maarten Timeshare in the Caribbean - Jan.10 to Jan.24, 2015 
 

Here is part of the winter weather forecast directly from farmersalmanac.com: "We are "red flagging" the 
first 10 days of January and the first week of February along the Atlantic Seaboard for active wintry 
weather featuring bouts of heavy precipitation and strong winds." 
 

OK, so why not get away from the January 2015 cold for two weeks and enjoy a one-bedroom with a 
king bed and also two fold down single beds in living room? Unit comfortably sleeps 4. Unit has fully 
equipped kitchen and patio with fabulous views overlooking pool, Simpson Bay and Simpson Bay 
Lagoon. Casino, five pools, resort beach and convenience store located on the resort. Several 
restaurants located on the resort with many more within walking distance. Optional day trips to other 
islands by boat leave directly from this resort. Asking $2500.00 rent total for the two weeks plus you 
would pay $100.00 timeshare tax at time of check-out. Will consider a one week rental also so contact 
us if you are interested at 804-529-5753 Melinda and Fred 
 
For Sale:  One unimproved lot in the Bay Quarters Shore (BQS) Community.  Last year the Building 
Fund was presented a gift of a BQS lot.  As our church moves closer to starting construction we want to 
sell the lot. Owner’s benefits include: use of swimming pool, picnic area, dock fishing, Cod Creek boat 
access boat ramp (almost Potomac River), boat and RV storage and club house use.  All reasonable 
offers will considered. Please call George Beckett (804-580-5179). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear sweet Brothers and Sisters of the Lord, 
 

 You always rise up and send me cheer whenever I 
am down. When I get a card in the mail and see the return 
address, I get warm all over. Your love and support 
sustained me throughout my “tub experience.”  
 I just learned a lot. I ordered a waterproof five-
star alarm pendant. I will check on my friends more, and 
they on me. It really turned out to be funny. Who gets 
stuck in a Premier Bath? I got a lot of prayer practice in. 
 Thank you for the loving, caring note you sent me. 
 

Love you all, 
Val Hutchison 

The Julius Rosenwald School  
Many of you may know about the proposed restoration of the Julius Rosenwald school outside of Reedville. The school served 
the African American community from 1917 -1958. The current owners, The Julius Rosenwald Foundation of Northumberland 
County, plan to restore the school in order to provide a cultural center, an historical museum  and  educational outreach to the 
community at large. The Foundation recently received a small grant from the National Trust. This grant will provide moneys for 
the initial stage of restoration. Our second Annual banquet is scheduled for Saturday, November 1st. Exciting plans will be 
discussed at the Banquet. The speaker will be Robin Banks Washington, great granddaughter of Booker T. Washington. If you 
would like tickets, you can contact Connie de Bordenave at 580-4881.  

HOW WE DO RIGHT BY GOD AND OTHERS 

 I am thinking about your kindness surrounding me 
like a protective shield.   You understood the emotional 
landscape of a woman who lives alone and needed treat-
ment at the Walter Reed Cancer Center.  It was a chal-
lenge because each treatment would drain physical en-
ergy which made it unsafe for me to drive. 
  The powerful love you expressed through the car-
ing contribution of precious time driving me is appreci-
ated.  Sometimes I didn't have a very good day, but when 
I saw you and we rode together and talked about things 
and had fun together I felt better. 
  GOD is always doing new things in our lives.  He 
wants to open the heavens and give us a 
blessing.  You were my blessing!  Thank you. 
                                       

                                 Gail Gillan  
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Senior Warden 

Report 
 

I certainly did not think I 
would still be talking 
about ospreys with the 
end of summer happening 
tomorrow! But my 
teenagers are still here. 
They have been fishing 

non-stop the last couple of days. They have also been 
having some pretty loud conversations—I like to think 
they are telling their parents that they had no right to 
leave without them. I suspect that they will figure it 
out in the near future and head on down to their 
warmer winter homes. They really know how to fish 
now and I’m sure their bodies have bulked up for the 
long trip ahead of them. So farewell dear ones—hope 
to see you in the spring. 
 
We have a bulldozer on the property!! We are finally 
seeing the start of our vision. Things are in place for 
the most part—permits have been obtained and we 
are ready to go with the site work. Let the dirt moving 
begin! I feel confident that the few “hanging chads” 
will be in place in the next few weeks and we can 
move forward with the rest of the work. God’s great 
project is on the move. We are thanking the Lord for 
all the provisions he has granted us in this, seemingly, 
long process. 
 
The next month will be focused on not only a big fund 
raising campaign, but also on a period of searching the 
scriptures for what God wants us to do—As Jeffrey is 
teaching, He wants us to follow Him , listen to Him and 
trust Him. We will be studying and learning how to do 
that in a deeper way. We need to seek His guidance 
about what St. Stephen’s will look like when we are 
ready to move into our new home; exploring ways to 
more fully make Him known to our community, and 
reaching out to all we come in contact with about the 
good news of God’s redeeming grace.  
 
I was privileged to spend a day with Bishop Guernsey 
at the Warden’s Gathering last Saturday. It was 
wonderful to be a part of the Bible teaching and 
sharing with the lay leadership of our diocese. Some 

of the topics were Leadership in Times of Transition, 
Nurturing the Relationship with the Rector and the 
Spiritual Life of the Vestry. It was an enriching time for 
me to explore these topics with other wardens in our 
diocese. I came away with new insights and ideas that I 
hope will enable me to do a better job for the good of 
St. Stephen’s. I will be sharing this information with 
Jeffrey, the vestry and the leadership of the women’s 
group. I think it changed the landscape a bit and has 
given me innovations that will make our life as a 
congregation closer to God and give us a stronger 
spiritual life together. 
 
The diocese has a wonderful newsletter put out each 
month about all that is going on in the diocese. It is 
available to everyone online. If you haven’t signed up 
to receive it and would like to do that, please let me 
know and I’ll give you the online address. 
 
I am sorry to say that Tom and I will be away for most 
of our month’s teaching on listening and following 
God. We will be praying with everyone while we are 
away using the booklet that Jeffrey has sent out to the 
congregation. I know the Lord is faithful and will listen 
to our prayers as we prepare to get closer to Him and 
see what He has in store for us. It will be an exciting 
journey! 
 
The scriptures are full of examples to “seek the Lord 
and He will be found”... The following from 1 
Chronicles 28: 9-10 has one of the best for the time we 
are in right now. Seek Him, listen to Him, and follow 
Him and He will be found. 1 Chronicles 28:9-10: 
 “And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the 
God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted 
devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches 
every heart and understands every motive behind the 
thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you: but 
if you forsake him, he will reject you forever. Consider 
now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a temple as a 
sanctuary. Be strong and do the work.” 
 

In His Service, 
Elaine Price 
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Dear Ladies of St. Stephen’s, 
 
On Thursday, September 18, a group of women 
gathered at St. Stephen’s for worship, a meeting and 
fellowship over lunch. Our hostesses for that day were 
Judy LeHardy and Bertie Strange who did a fine job in 
providing us with a delightful repast. I also want to 
express our appreciation to Jeff for leading us in 
worship that beautiful sunny morning and for giving us 
communion and an inspired message from the Word 
of God. 
 
During the meeting, the women voted to rescind the 
old ECW By-Laws, and approved the new structure 
document describing Women’s Ministry at St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church. We passed the revised 
budget of $10,000.00 for the year 2014 and 
announced that after keeping $2,000.00 in the 
women’s account at the end of the year to carry over 
into 2015, we would disburse any excess funds where 
needed in December.  
 
We discussed that it was time for more women to join 
the leadership team and asked for volunteers to help 
us in our various tasks. I am in my third year as 
coordinator, and I need to terminate my position in 
the near future. The current team consists of Suzy 
Norman, Eleanor Semerjian and me, with Mary Swann 
as our spiritual guide. We need some new blood to 
come on the team and be mentored to step into the 
coordinator position as we continue to meet and plan 
for the future. If you are interested, please let me 
know. 
 
The rest of our meeting was devoted to an 
introduction of a new initiative called Neighborhood 
Care Groups. Many things prevent our women from 
attending monthly meetings at the church: travel, 
grandchildren, health issues, age and driving distances 
and the high cost of gas, and employment. Out of the 
eighty or so women attached to SSAC, only about 
twenty percent attend our monthly meetings. The 
Neighborhood Care Groups would exist to minister to 

and fellowship with one another in close geographical 
proximity so that every woman would be reached on a 
regular basis. Please see the description of this 
initiative and the list of identified groups in the 
newsletter. 
 
So, as we continue in this transitional time in our 
church life, let us be expectant and look for every 
opportunity to grow in faith and to prepare our hearts 
so that we are spiritually and strategically positioned 
for our move into the new building and the realization 
of God’s Great Project. God’s people are His building 
blocks “like living stones, being built into a spiritual 
house.” I Peter 2:5 
 
Blessings and love in the Name of Jesus, 
Donna 
 

Neighborhood Care Groups 
Neighborhood Care Groups consist of vibrant women 
coming together in a geographical area in whatever 
way they choose. 
 
These groups are not designed to be a big burden, nor 
are they a replacement for a Home Group or Bible 
Study.  Their focus is to provide prayer, fellowship and 
support for its members.   
 
Benefits of these groups: 

•Broaden our outreach to members of St. 
Stephen’s.   

•Provide fellowship for women including those 
who work and those who have not been 
involved.  

•Form stronger relationships.  
•Attend to special needs such as surgery, driving to 

appointments, providing meals, death in family. 
•Incorporate the former Visitation Committee and 

Casserole Ministry.  
•Provide a perfect venue to reach out to visitors 

and new members and help them feel 
assimilated into the body.  This is key for 
moving into our new building.  

•Provide for branching outwardly rather than 
coming to church for every meeting inwardly. 

•Inform Mary/Jeff of pastoral needs.  
 

We will still schedule larger meetings for worship and 
to work on various service projects . 
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Group #1 
Lisa Carson 
Pauline Edmonds 
Linda Krisman 
Langley Lewis 
Susan Thomas 
Rosella Tolley 
Laura Woodard 

Group #2 
Betty Cralle 
Jeanette Cralle 
Melinda Floom 
Saunee Hamlett 
Linda Hornby 
Leslie Jeffress 
Lucy Logan 
Judy Rasberry 
Susan Saunders 
Barbara Seed 
Eleanor Semerjian 
Lynn York 

Group #3 
Corinne Anthony 
Sharon Baldacci 
Jan Beckett 
Dana Bloom 
Lynne Cerar 
Janet Eichacker 
Irene Haley 
Charlotte Hundley 
Patti Keyser 
Marion Mitchell 
Jane Peterson 
Barbara Ressler 
Jinky Wrightson 

Group #4 
Sandy Baranski 
Sally Custer 
Connie de Bordenave 
Ruth Franck 
Nina Martin 
Patti Sherman 
Virginia Townshend 
Priscilla Williams 
Sandi Ward 
Priscilla Williams 

Group #5 
Charlaine Andrulot 
Anna Brennan 
Pat Dalzell 
Alison Kimmitt 
Ellie Knight 
Gayle Marston 
Constance McDearmon- Coordinator 
Elaine Price 
Margaret Radcliffe 
Pam Smith 

Group #6 
Renee Gilbert 
Dixie Goertemiller 
Jeanne Hickey 
Ingrid Manson 
Doris Myers 
Julie Pritchard 
Susan Read 

Group #7 
Jesse Anderson 
Joan Blackstone 
Agnes Burke 
Lyn Conley 
Betty Dillingham 
Gail Feddeman 
Joy Gwaltney 
Grace Rice 
Wendy Smith 
Phyllis TeStrake 

Group #8 
Marie Carstensen 
Gail Gillan 
Judy LeHardy 
Denise McCarthy 
Lyn Neira 
Suzy Norman 
Donna Soule 
Bertie Strange 
Mary Swann 
Phyllis Tracey 

Neighborhood Care Groups 

Proposed Schedule for the 
Women of St. Stephen’s 

For the Rest of 2014 

October - Neighborhood Care 
Groups to organize. Meet for 
coffee and dessert. 

Thursday, Nov. 20 - Worship, 
Shoebox Ministry and Fund -
Raiser Project, Lunch 

Saturday, Dec. 13 or 20 -  
 Christmas Luncheon 

Sunday, Dec. 21 - Cookie Walk 
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Friends in Christ at 
the Thrift Shop 

 
In September we began a bimonthly group 
offered in the prayer room at the Thrift Shop. 
We want to reach out to individuals in our local 
community who may be lonely, lost, suffering, 
searching,  or just in need of a friendly place to 
come.  We want to show each person that Jesus 
loves them. This is not a class, counseling,  or a 
"support" group, but a time to build 
relationships and seek the Lord's presence 
together. We hope to engage individuals in 
conversation and prayer which could lead to a 
more structured class on the Christian faith in 
the future. Who knows where God will lead us if 
we make ourselves available? 
 

The structure is brief 
and informal with a 
time for coffee,  
pastries and fellowship, 
a short devotion for the 
day, and prayer. We  

meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the 
month at 9:30 a.m. and we are committed to 
this for the fall to see if God wants to use us in 
this way. We had several from our church family 
join us this first time. Speak to Eleanor 
Semerjian or Mary Swann if you want to be 
involved. 
 
Please keep this group in your prayers. Pray for 
those who might be struggling with their faith. 
Perhaps there are some who want to explore 
the Christian faith, but don't know where to 
turn. Pray for the lonely, the lost, and the 
discouraged in our community. Pray that the 
Lord is speaking into the hearts of those who 
might benefit from this time of fellowship with 
Christian friends.   
 
Mary Swann 

Renewing God’s Great Project 
 
As we start to see God’s new church come out of 
the ground and take shape, it is time to seek 
guidance and direction for how we can make it a 
debt-free building soon after we occupy it.   
 
In December 2012 we discerned for many weeks 
before seeking commitments from the 
congregation.  God spoke clearly to us when 60 
families committed $1.27 million towards building 
the church.  The average commitment was over 
$21,000 and there were about 17 families who 
were unable to make a commitment at that time.   
 
We now have a very reliable builder, Evans 
Construction Co., who has a $2 million contract to 
build the church. To avoid high mortgage 
payments on a loan, it is time to renew and 
increase our commitments, seeking 100% 
participation from our members.  The shortfall is 
currently $700,000.  If everyone were able to 
commit an additional $8,750 we could reach that 
goal.  Since all cannot do that, those who can do 
more should seek God’s guidance and do what is 
possible. The commitment time has been 
extended to the end of January 2017, and early 
contributions will help reduce any mortgage we 
must take.  We’re all in this together, and it seems 
very clear that God wants our new church to be a 
beacon for all here in the Northern Neck, now and 
in the future.   
 
This is our planned schedule: 
   October 5th…Congregational Meeting.  
   October 5th - October 19th…Discernment period.  
   October 19th … Commitment cards presented at 
              the Altar. 
    October 26th….First Fruits brought to the Altar. 
 

 May God bless this church, this congregation and 
this plan and may all of this be to God’s Glory. 
 

Ward Le Hardy 
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Library Additions  
 
As we seek to follow, trust, and listen to God, I commend our St. Stephen’s library to you. It is full of books to 
help you “conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:27) - books to 
entertain, enlighten, and educate, with the goal of making us know God better and be more responsive to His 
plan for our lives. Our small but growing collection contains books that touch on an array of topics, from 
marriage to round-the-world travel, to biography, science, theology, prayer, war, and events in fictional small 
town settings. Thomas Jefferson believed education was a lifelong process (hence, the students at “his” 
university - the University of Virginia - are called “first years, second years, third years, and fourth years” 
because it is assumed they will continue to learn every year after graduation for the rest of their lives.) We who 
are Christians would agree. We have much to learn and God has much to teach us. Is there any other subject 
more worth the knowing?  
  1. This Momentary Marriage: A Parable of Permanence - Audio Book by John Piper   2009  
  2. How a Man Prays for His Family by John Yates 2004.  
  3. Shepherds Abiding by Jan Karon 2003.  
  4. These High, Green Hills by Jan Karon 1996.  
  5. Out to Canaan by Jan Karon 1997  
  6. Trust & Obey: A Story of God’s Faithfulness by Michael Youssef 2012.  
  7. Voices of the Faithful: Inspiring Stories of Courage from Christians Serving Around the World compiled by 

Kim P. Davis. 2005.  
  8. Jesus of Nazareth Part Two: Holy Week by Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI) 2011.  
  9. Legacy Lane by Robin Lee Hatcher 2004.  
10. The Comic Book Bible by Rob Suggs 1995 (in the nursery)  
11. Holy Bible 1611 King James Version  

 
Margaret Radcliffe 

25 Years of Kairos in Virginia 
 
Preparation for the 45th Kairos weekend at 
Buckingham Correctional Center is under way! This 
weekend, set to begin on October 23, will wrap up 
the 25th year of Kairos at Buckingham and in Virginia. 
John Powers and I have joined 22 men from northern 
and central Virginia to prepare for ministering to 42 
inmates who will attend the weekend. Since 1990 
over 1,500 inmates have graduated from the 3-day 
course in Christianity. Mary Swann will again head 
the cook team.  

Each team member is asked to bring 100 dozen home
-baked cookies to the weekend. In total this will 
provide approximately 2,500 dozen cookies used 
throughout the weekend, including cookies for the 
staff and at least one dozen for each of the 1,100 
inmates at Buckingham. KAIROS COOKIE KITS 
appeared on Sunday, September 28. Once again we 

are asking for volunteers to take them home, bake 
the cookies and return them to Brinkley Hall no later 
than Sunday, October 19th. Kairos uses home-made 
cookies to show God’s love for the men in this prison 
environment. While you are making the cookies, pray 
for the men who will eat them!  

As prayer in support of the weekend is so important, 
we will again have a Prayer Vigil displayed on one of 
the tables in Brinkley Hall. Starting with 4:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, October 23 through 8:00 p.m. Sunday, 
October 26, the time is divided into 30 minute slots 
so when filled with volunteering names, the weekend 
will be assured of having prayer coverage 
continuously through the 76 hours of the Kairos 
weekend. PLEASE SIGN UP FOR A TIME TO PRAY FOR 
OUR KAIROS WEEKEND.  

 

Walt TeStrake 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 
Ushers 
 

Oct.   5 John Powers, Steve Proctor 
Oct. 12 Bill Tracey, Ed Ulfig 
Oct. 19 Chris Cralle, Marie Carstensen 
Oct. 26 Irene Haley, Ben Ward 
Nov.  2 Barbara and Dick Seed 
 
Acolytes 
 

Oct.   5 Sarah Saunders 
Oct. 12 Chris Cralle 
Oct. 19 Emma Saunders 
Oct. 26 Hannah Hamlett 
Nov.  2 Marley Kimmitt 
 
Lesson Readers  
 

Oct.   5 Barbara Seed (L) 
  Dick Seed (P) 
Oct. 12 Susan Thomas (L) 
  Phyllis TeStrake (P) 
Oct. 19 Priscilla Williams (L) 
  Howard York (P) 
Oct. 26 Tony Blackstone (L) 
  Joan Blackstone (P) 
Nov.  2 Charlaine Andrulot (L) 
  Bill Bloom (P) 
 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Oct.   5 Bill Bloom, Irene Haley  
Oct. 12 Ward LeHardy, Lucy Logan 
Oct. 19 Frank McCarthy, Suzy Norman 
Oct. 26 Harrison Willliams, Constance  
  McDearmon 
Nov.  2 Priscilla Williams, Fred Woodard 
 
Altar Guild   
 

Oct.  Lynne Cerar, Gayle Marston 
Nov.  Marie Carstensen, Irene Haley 
 
Nursery 
 

Oct.   5 Betty Cralle 
Oct. 12 Julie Pritchard 
Oct. 19 Margaret Radcliffe 
Oct. 26 Jeanette Cralle 
Nov.  2 Betty Cralle 
 

Coffee Hour 
 

Oct.   5 Phyllis and Walt TeStrake 
Oct. 12 Sharon Baldacci, Randy Smith 
Oct. 19 Betty Cralle, Susan Saunders 
Oct. 26 Barbara and Bill Ressler 
Nov.  2 __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oct.   1  Eliza Lewis, Mary Swann  
Oct.   4  Ben Wrightson 
Oct.   8 Bill Andrulot 
Oct. 10  Ben Ward 
Oct. 12  Susan Thomas 
Oct. 16  Blake Smith, Patrick Smith 
Oct. 21 Melinda Floom 
Oct. 24  Frank McCarthy     
Oct. 28  Pat Dalzell 
Oct. 29  Leila Oren  (Jeff’s granddaughter)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Oct.   9  Suzy and Bob Norman  
Oct. 17  Barbara and Dick Seed  
Oct. 20  Virginia and Laddie Townshend  
Oct. 23  Susan and Brooke Read;  
Oct. 24 Agnes and David Burke  
 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 
woman may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 
and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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