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Save the Date!
Saturday, March 1, 2014
9:00-12:00 at Brinkley Hall

Abortion 101
presented by Terry Beatley
This informational seminar will give us
insight into the abortion industry in the
United States: the truth about how America
was sold on abortion, the history of Planned
Parenthood's “Negro Project," and the
abortion industry's attack on parental rights
-what every parent should know.
Our speaker, Terry Beatley is a captivating
speaker, and is the principal of Hosea
Initiative. Hosea Initiative is America’s
leading authority in educating minorities,
women
and
the
disenfranchised
the
principles
of
American
Constitutional
liberty as understood and demonstrated by
Frederick Douglass.

know Jesus, how the devastating blows in our lives
have affected us, how God has been with us in
difficult times, how God has provided for us, how we
have struggled in our faith, how the Lord has grown
our faith, and how we have felt His love. We stopped
several times to pray for each other. By the end of
the evening, when Dixie Goertemiller led us in
Compline, we were deeply touched by one another’s
spiritual journeys and by the presence of the Holy
Spirit in our midst.

Jeffrey’s
Journal

This past weekend, your vestry, clergy and
music minister met for a retreat to prepare ourselves
for the coming year. Our two new vestry members
were with us for the first time—Bob David and
Eleanor Semerjian. We met at Wellspring, the Lewis
family’s home and conference center on the
Chesapeake Bay in Reedville, which they graciously
made available to us for the third consecutive year.
Thank you, Todd and Langley.

Saturday morning after an early breakfast,
Mary Swann led us in prayer and a Bible Study, taking
us to several places in the Bible to discuss hope and
God’s Shalom, the peace of God which passes all
understanding. Then we spent the next three hours
in prayer. We prayed specifically over six topics after
an introductory discussion about what the issues are
that surround each. Our prayer was focused on: 1Worship and Evangelism; 2- New members and
growth; 3 – Youth, Children and Sunday School; 4 –
The new facilities; 5 – The upcoming decision on
whether to change the name of our congregation;
and 6 – Some leadership positions that we will need
to fill. It was a very rich time for all of us, as we
surrendered the urge to brainstorm or fix things, or
give opinions, and lay ourselves before God to seek
His wisdom and provision. All of us came away with a
strong conviction that God has done miraculous
things for and with this congregation. Someone made
the comment that a stranger reading our book of
Annual Reports would picture a congregation four or
five times our size. And if God has done these things
for us, He has great plans for us which will require our
discernment, cooperation, commitment and sacrifice.
But it won’t seem like hard work, because we will be
operating in God’s strength.

Our time together was overseen and touched
by the Holy Spirit. The eleven of us came away
inspired, confident and encouraged about our
responsibilities and opportunities for 2014, and filled
with awe over what God has done, continues to do,
and is going to do in our lives and the lives of St.
Stephen’s Anglican Church.
It was not a decision-making retreat. Our
purposes were to bind ourselves together in unity and
to humble ourselves before God in prayer and
worship. What little business we did was reserved for
the last few minutes of the retreat, principally to elect
and appoint our wardens and assign special duties to
the other vestry members. The Senior Warden for this
year is Elaine Price, and the Junior Warden is Bill
Andrulot. Gayle Marston will be our outreach
coordinator; Eleanor Semerjian will be our vestry
liaison with the Thrift Shop; Frank McCarthy will be
responsible for publicity, and Bob David for internal
communications.

We closed the weekend with the Holy
Eucharist, going forth into the world rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia!

After beginning Friday afternoon with Bible
study on the cost of discipleship (Luke 14:25-33), we
spent four hours sharing with each other on a deep
spiritual level. I have always believed that it is crucial
that the leaders in a congregation know one another
at the level of our faith and our experience walking
with Jesus. In our confidential time of witness, we
told each other of such things as how we came to

Yours in Christ,
Jeffrey O. Cerar
Pastor
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BECOMING A MEMBER
OF ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
We welcome everyone who seeks Christ to participate in our worship and our educational and
fellowship activities, whether you are a member or not. However, I encourage all our active servants
of the Lord to become a member, because it opens up possibilities in ministry and service, voting
and leadership which are not available to non-members.
You become a member by submitting an application and registering your name on the rolls of
St. Stephen’s. In order to be a member, you must have been baptized. If you are not baptized, then
we will with great joy baptize you as part of your membership process. Once you are a member, you
will have a vote at congregational meetings. If you are a member in another Christian congregation,
you should notify that congregation and seek a letter to document your transfer. If you have requested documentation of transfer unsuccessfully, we will record your membership on our rolls.
Being a member is only part of the story, however. Our Bylaws require that in order to hold
office in a congregational entity, or serve as Eucharistic Minister, Christian educator or youth leader,
you must be confirmed. Confirmation is the Christian rite by which someone baptized as a child or
infant reaffirms as an adult the baptismal vows. The reason we require this of our leaders is that we
believe a person who undertakes such a position ought to have demonstrated mature Christian faith
by a public act. It is one of the goals of our congregation that all members be brought to spiritual maturity as Christians. I hope every member will want to be confirmed if they have not previously made
an adult affirmation of faith.
It is the Bishop who performs confirmation in the Anglican Communion. A preparatory course
is required. If you were confirmed in the Episcopal Church, your confirmation status will be automatically recognized. If you were confirmed in another denomination, the Bishop will recognize that
status by “receiving” you into the Anglican Communion. If you would like to be confirmed or received,
please let me know as soon as possible, so that we can begin making plans to prepare you for the
next Bishop’s visit.
We look forward to your becoming a member and being a full partner in all that we do here at
St. Stephen’s. Please call me at 580-4555 if you have any questions about these matters.
Yours in Christ,
Jeffrey O. Cerar, Pastor
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I give thanks for all that will transpire in
2014 and ask that you continue to be in prayer for
the vestry and for Jeffrey as we move forward this
year.

Senior Warden Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. Stephen’s;
I want to thank God for all of you and your support
for me as the new Senior Warden of St.
Stephen’s. I realize that the job is one of immense
responsibility but with the Lord’s help and your
support I am looking forward to an exciting year at
St. Stephen’s. The entire vestry is poised and at
the ready for all the things that we will do this year
to grow in discipleship of the Lord and serve Him
without ceasing.

I am leaving you with words from 1 Peter
4:11 “If anyone serves, he should do it with the
strength God provides, so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be
the glory and the power forever and ever, Amen” I
pray for God’s strength to serve Him this year, and
always, so that it will bring praise and honor and
glory to Him.
In His Service,
Elaine Price

I would like to thank Bill Andrulot for
assuming Junior Warden for the third year in a
row. Gayle Marston will continue as our Outreach
Chair and Eleanor Semerjian will be our liaison to
the Thrift Shop. Internal Communications will be
handled by Bob David and Publicity Chair will be
Frank McCarthy. Together with this dedicated
group I know that 2014 will be a year of countless
good works for the Lord.

Prepared for Emergencies

We have an ambitious schedule planned
that will no doubt bring great spiritual growth,
fellowship and evangelism to the congregation.
We will be asked for commitment to the Building
Project as we move forward in this effort. We will
be asked to be faithful to God’s word as he
stretches us to trust Him so that we may be
obedient disciples to His glory. He is giving us an
opportunity to be honored by Him as he works
through us to accomplish something we cannot do
with our human strength.

By Mary Swann
The church has purchased a
portable emergency defibrillator
(called an AED) for use in the
unlikely event that someone’s
heart stops beating. We hope
this never happens at St.
Stephen’s Anglican Church, but
it is wise to be prepared. A quick response while
waiting for rescue personnel to arrive could save a
life. The church had a similar defibrillator in the
parish hall of our former building, but we had to
leave that behind. This one will be installed
somewhere in Brinkley Hall soon and we will take
it with us to our new facility.

The Vestry Retreat that took place last
weekend at Wellspring was blanketed with prayer
and worship. What a privilege to be able to spend
24 hours lifting St. Stephen’s and each other up in
prayer and praise --to be able to come before the
Lord with petitions, thanksgivings and fears
knowing that this is pleasing to Him who hears all
our prayers . It was also a wonderful time of
getting to know each other and hearing their
spiritual journeys. What joy it is to be able to work
together for the good of His kingdom. The
congregation can rest assured that under the
leadership of our devoted rector, Jeffrey, that we
are in good and godly hands.

A group of volunteers from our congregation will
be trained in the use of this equipment by the Red
Cross on February 4. These 10 individuals plus a
few others who are already trained will be our first
responders in the event of an emergency. If more
are interested, we can set up another class later.
Thank to you to those who signed up!

4

Building Fund Update
This is a report of our Building Fund progress in support of God’s Great Project which started with
Commitment Sunday, December 2, 2012 and will conclude at the end of January, 2016. A total of
$1,282,539 was pledged by 60 family units. A complete quarterly report, summarizing the entire progress
thru all of 2013, will be in the February newsletter.
As of December 8th, 2013:
Pledged payments of $660,540 have been received.
Additionally, $190,769 has been received from other sources.
Thus the total of $851,309 is in the Building Fund.
When you study these summaries, you quickly see that God is blessing this Great Project in incredible
ways. In addition to the commitments pledged, dozens of separate donations that have come in from:
Individuals; the Thrift Shop; Chesapeake Garden Club; Local Businesses; Table Talks; St. Stephen’s
Church Women; and from donations “In Memory of Loved Ones.”
When we see the construction of God’s new church start to take shape in early 2014, you can just imagine
the excitement and renewed focus we’ll all have as we pray fervently, collectively and individually, for
God’s guidance to meet the remaining challenges to complete His Great Project.
Submitted by: Ward LeHardy
Chairman, Building Fund Team
5

A Letter from
Margaret Kaziimba
“To My beloved Sisters in Christian Women’s
Fellowship:
Dear St. Stephen's Saints:

I’m so happy to have this time to say hello to
you all. Praise God, glory and honour returns
to our God. I know you have been passing
through challenges, others have lost their dear
ones. I pray to God to uphold you. Praise God
has answered my prayers to know that you are
in a new place; I thank God so much for you
and the entire church.

Thank you for your kind thoughts and prayers
over the past several weeks that my brother
was sick. You have been so supportive and
loving to Joy and me over this time, especially
following Joe's death.
So many of you have offered a kind word, and
your countless cards have helped us get
through our loss. This is yet another example of
the loving, caring family we have at St.
Stephen's.

I appreciate your prayers you offer to us in the
very challenging ministry we see how God cares. I’m still building Mother’s Union office, not
yet finished, but we thank you for the gifts you
sent to us in a very we are doing.

Again, thank you for all of your support.

About my family, they are doing well. The boys
have grown big and taller the me. Moses has
finished his first degree. Peter has finished his
degree, though not yet got a jab. He is just volunteering somewhere.

David Gwaltney

Lord, thank You for the
reminder that far from being
stingy, You bless us with good
things in abundance. Thank
You for Your presence and the
comfort of the promises is
Your Word.

Enock is in South Africa doing piloting. Joseph
has gone in candidate class in this coming year,
2014. The youngest, Peace, has gone in grade 5
and the others are OK. Thanks a lot for your
support, love, care and prayers. My husband
and my big family have sent greetings. May
God bless and meet all your needs at home and
at the church. We have [been] blessed with the
team you sent to us. They have done wonderful
ministry; continue to thank them.

[From Our Daily Bread]

I, my husband and the big family, we wish you a
merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.”
Margaret
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to see photos of our church life.

A Letter from the Mochamps

Thank you for your prayers! We wish to thank the
parishioners of St. Stephen's for their kind gifts
and cards. We greatly appreciate your
thoughtfulness, and we wish you a Happy and
Blessed New Year!

Dear Friends of St. Stephen's,
We greet you from the New Hampshire cold. The
snow has been here for two months and will stay
(with additions!) for at least one and a half more
months! Temperatures go frequently down to
single digits.

Your missionaries to New Hampshire,
Daniel and Katrina Mochamps

On Sunday, January the 19th, we had our
Greater Rochester ecumenical service for the
Worldwide Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. This
year, the service was hosted by St. Mary Church,
one of the Roman Catholic parishes. The photo
shows you the ministers of the participating
churches- from left to right, Pastor Jeff (Methodist),
myself (Anglican), Pastor Jean (Methodist), Fr.
Dan (Roman Catholic), Muriel (Quaker). Pastor
Jeff is holding a big pot, that is a symbol of a
ministry of his church: the Fellowship Kitchen.
Twice a week this ministry, carried on by his
church and several other local churches, serves a
meal to anyone who shows up. Our Anglican
parish is part of this program and we typically
serve seventy to eighty meals to the poor, to the
homeless. Katrina and I have found that poverty is
more visible here than, we think, in the Northern
Neck. As I have already mentioned, this is partially
due to the collapse of the very important regional
shoe industry. The recent recession added its toll
to the problem.
We are in negotiation with this Methodist
Church in Rochester to rent their chapel for our
Sunday services. The place we are presently
renting has many inconveniences. It smells like
mold, does not offer the rooms we need (like for a
nursery), and the summer heat (can very well pass
90°) in a place without air conditioning has caused
people to leave the service!
As you can imagine, finding a fitting place
for our services is very important, considering our
strong orientation toward reaching out and making
new disciples! The chapel in question has a
capacity of 60, which is what we really need now.
As soon as it will appear that we have a sure
agreement, we will post photos on our Facebook
page (). You can see posts and photos without
having a Facebook account (just ignore the
invitation to sign in or up!). Go to Photos, Albums

February's Revelation study will be on the 2nd.
We'll be returning to chapters 8 & 9. Everyone is
invited in the lounge area downstairs after church.
March's date will be determined based on
convenience.
Todd Lewis
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expressed a desire to see this presentation, and so I
hope you will come out for the meeting and program.
Lunch will conclude our time together that day.
Finally, at the end of December we still had a surplus in
our Thrift Shop account and we were delighted to be
able to give an additional $1,500.00 to the Building
Fund early in January. In addition, a distribution was
made to the women’s account for the last quarter of
2013 in the amount of $3,000.00 and $2,750.00 to the
church budget which enabled us to conclude the year
with all of our financial commitments met. At our
meeting this month, you will receive a copy of the 2014
budget which you will find much the same as last year.
I hope you realize how much God continues to bless us
through the ministry of our Thrift Shop and how much
outreach we are able to do as a result of its continuing
success.

Dear Ladies,
I hope that the New Year is off to a good start for each
one of you, and I wish you a very Happy Valentine’s
Day!
My thanks go out to Team 2 for preparing the
luncheon after the Annual Meeting in January. Betty
Dillingham led the team and she and her teammates
did a great job in being flexible and gracious in moving
the set up downstairs to free up Brinkley Hall for First
Baptist. Hearty thanks go out to Betty and the women
who prepared and served us lunch.

May the wonder of Christ’s presence fill your hearts
with thankfulness and praise, bringing you joy and
spiritual strength for each new day.

In spite of the snow the morning of the regular
meeting last month, sixteen women braved the roads
and cold to come to worship in a communion service
led by Jeff Cerar. At the meeting that followed, Mary
Swann distributed copies of a proposal for
restructuring the leadership of the women and she
guided us through the different aspects of it.

In the love of Jesus,
Donna

Our little Thrift Shop in
downtown Lottsburg netted a
total of $25,889.25. From this
amount we were able to make
payments to our Building
Fund and also to the Women
of St. Stephen’s for their outreach commitments in our
community: Gleamers & Blenders, Hospice Support
Services, Northern Neck Food Bank, The Link, Northern
Neck Free Health Clinic, Northumberland YMCA, The
Haven, Salvation Army, Callao Fire Dept., Mid-County
Rescue,
Fellowship
of
Christian
Athletes,
Northumberland Red Cross, and one High School Senior
Scholarship. Praise the Lord!

By now you all should have received a letter with an
enclosed draft for this new Structure for Women’s
Ministry. I want to remind you that we are seeking
your input in writing or one on one, and you may
approach any of the current women who remain on
the Leadership Team with your suggestions. They are
Charlaine Andrulot, Suzy Norman, Eleanor Semerjian,
Mary Swann and I. We would like to have a final
document ready by February 20 to present for vote at
our regular meeting this month. So, please let us
know your comments at your earliest convenience. At
that meeting we will ask for a vote to dissolve our
current bylaws and then present for vote the new
proposal. Our Pastor Jeffrey Cerar has been involved
in discussions over the bylaws and the new proposal
and enthusiastically approves this new model for
ministry.

Our shop is a fun place to work and we’re always
looking for more volunteers. You can work as much or
as little as you want—no pressure! Join the crowd and
speak to Dixie if you want to volunteer. Thank you to all
our dedicated volunteers, and to our managers.

We will also be presenting the Jesus Film during that
meeting, and Jim Conley will be joining us for
discussion after viewing it. Many of you have

Suzy Norman
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News From the Library
Library Additions
Listed below are the titles of several books which were added to our library last month. Two of them are
related. Riding the Wind is the Rev. Terry Fullam’s own account of the “Miracle in Darien [Connecticut]”
written about by Bob Slosser. You are invited to check out these and all other books!
Also, we are missing a book from our collection. It is The Global Gospel of Saint Paul by Tad de
Bordenave. Probably someone borrowed it without filling out the card. I’m not worried; just hoping for its
return before too long.
1. Riding the Wind: Your Life in the Holy Spirit by Everett L. (Terry) Fullam 1986.
2. God Came Near: Chronicles of the Christ by Max Lucado 1986.
3. Finding God: Praying the Psalms in Times of Depression by Thomas Lewis 2002.
4. The Good Shepherd - book and read-along CD narrated by Steve Green, Jerry Falwell and Annie
Chapman for ages 3-10 (in nursery) by Stephen Elkins 1999.
5. Miracle in Darien by Bob Slosser 1979.
6. God’s Undertaker: Has Science Buried God? By John C. Lennox 2009
7. Seven Days That Divide the World: The Beginning According to Genesis and Science by John C.
Lennox 2011

Thrift Shop Blessings
Submitted by Melinda Floom

Another woman who was shopping overheard some of
the conversation and asked Phyllis, “Is that lady
looking for a microwave because I have one in my
garage that I don’t need?” Both Phyllis and I quickly
ran to catch the woman who was on her way to her car
and asked her to come back into the shop. Once she
returned with her two girls, she had a conversation with
the woman who said she had a microwave. They
conversed back and forth about the color, the size, the
fact that it was a counter-top microwave and finally,
they talked about price. The woman said she would
sell it to her for $20.00 and that if she was willing to
wait at the shop with her two girls, she would go home
and get it and come right back as she lived only ten
minutes away. The agreement was made and she
shortly returned with the microwave. Once the
transaction was done, the woman left with her two kids
and the other lady turned to Phyllis and handed her the
$20.00 bill and told Phyllis that it was a donation to St.
Stephens Anglican Church. Phyllis asked her if she
wanted it to go to the church building fund and the
woman said yes.

On Sunday, Jan. 5, 2014 Jeff Cerar gave a
sermon about epiphanies, or as he called them
“aha moments”. He asked us, “Are we able to
perceive what God is doing? Are we able to perceive
His hand working miraculously among us? Do we
have moments of recognition when our spirits are able
to rise above the mundane happenings of our lives and
know God in more fullness? God reveals Himself over
and over. These epiphanies are there to be had:
dawning awareness; moments of sudden recognition;
“aha moments.”
The following story, at least for me, was one of those
“aha moments” as I believe it had God’s handiwork all
over it. Once you read it, I think that you will agree.
On Saturday, Nov.23, 2013 Phyllis TeStrake and I
were working along with Leslie at the Thrift Shop.
Shortly after opening the doors for business, a young
woman came in with two little girls. She inquired if we
had any microwave ovens and Leslie said that there
were none in the shop at this time. After we gave her
two little girls free gifts from our children’s toy basket
that we keep behind the counter, they all left the shop.

What a wonderful way for us to start the day. We
ended with a very profitable day making a total of
$510.00 and enjoyed a very blessed day indeed. And
if you think about it, we got to witness one of those
“aha moments”.
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Altar Rail Ministers

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE

Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23
Mar. 2

Ushers
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23
Mar. 2

Bev and Brian Hart
Barbara and Dick Seed
John Powers and Ed Ulfig
Pam and Herb Smith
Colston Newton and Ben Ward

Coffee Hour
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23

Acolytes
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23
Mar. 2

George Beckett, Mary Swann
Brian Hart, Marion Mitchell
Tad de Bordenave, Susan Thomas
Lynne Cerar, Steve Proctor

Emma Saunders
Jennifer Radcliffe
Sarah Saunders
Chris Cralle
Marley Kimmitt

Mar. 2

Jan and George Beckett
Jeanette and Chris Cralle
Pam and Herb Smith
Connie de Bordenave and
Priscilla Williams
Lou and Bob David

Feb. 4
Feb. 5
Feb. 8
Feb. 11
Feb. 12
Feb. 14
Feb. 16
Feb. 20
Feb. 21
Feb. 28

Wayne Hamlett
Lyn Neira
Brian Hart
Barbara Seed, Barbara Ressler
Judy Rasberry, David Gwaltney
Allen Haley
Randy Smith
Todd Lewis, Nina Martin
George Beckett
Lou David

Feb. 11

Ruth and Charlie Franck

Lesson Readers
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23
Mar. 2

Julie Pritchard (L)
Jeanne Hickey (P)
Todd Lewis (L)
Langley Lewis (P)
Frank McCarthy (L)
Elaine Price (P)
Ruth Franck (L)
Margaret Radcliffe (P)
Susan Read (L)
Brooke Read (P)

Eucharistic Ministers
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23
Mar. 2

Elaine Price, Frank McCarthy
Tony Blackstone, Bill Bloom
Irene Haley, Fred Woodard
Lucy Logan, Harrison Williams
Constance McDearmon, Suzy
Norman

Altar Guild
Feb.
Mar.

Sally Custer, Laura Woodard
Lucy Logan,

Nursery
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23
Mar. 2

Betty Cralle
Constance McDearmon
Margaret Radcliffe
Jeanette Cralle
Betty Cralle

Vestry Person on Duty
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23
Mar. 2

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this
woman may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love
and peace with you and one another all the days of
their lives. Amen.

Eleanor Semerjian
Bill Andrulot
Bob David
Gayle Marston
Bill Andrulot
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as of January 5, 2013
January

July

3 First Friday Prayer & Praise 7 PM
12 Annual Congregational Meeting
17-18 Vestry Retreat
24 Table Talk 6:30 PM
26 Pledge Sunday

4 First Friday Prayer & Praise 7 PM

February

August

7 First Friday Prayer & Praise 7 PM

1 First Friday Prayer & Praise 7 PM

March

September

1
5
7
13
20
27

5 First Friday Prayer & Praise 7 PM
7 Sunday School Begins
19 Table Talk 6:30 PM

Abortion 101 9:00-12:00 AM
Ash Wednesday Worship 7:00 PM
First Friday Prayer & Praise 7 PM
Lenten Series 6:00 PM
Lenten Series 6:00 PM
Lenten Series 6:00 PM

April

October

3 Lenten Series
4 First Friday Prayer & Praise 7 PM
10 Lenten Series
13 Palm Sunday
17 Maundy Thursday Worship 7:00 PM
18 Good Friday Worship Noon
20 Easter

3 First Friday Prayer & Praise
17 Table Talk 6:30 PM
24-26 Parish Weekend

May

November

1 Natl. Day of Prayer Noon
2 First Friday Prayer & Praise 7 PM
9-11 Bishop’s Visit – Confirmation
29 Ascension Day

7 First Friday Prayer & Praise
9 Veterans Day Celebration
14-15 Diocesan Synod
26 Thanksgiving Eve Service w/FBC 7PM

June

December

1 Youth Sunday, Last day of Sunday School
6 First Friday Prayer & Praise 7 PM
24-28 ACNA National Assembly

5 Table Talk 6:30 PM
24 Christmas Eve Worship (Wed.) 7 PM
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ST. STEPHEN’S WITNESS
Table Talk Wraps Up
On Friday January 24, we held the third session of our Table Talk series called “Have We
Overcome?” It was a cold night with icy roads, but 50 people came, and both the meal and the panel
discussion were excellent. The focus of the evening was the economy, opportunity and social mobility.
The panelists all began by addressing the question of how they would define the “American Dream,”
whether it is still alive, and whether all Americans have equal access to it. The panelists and the
audience were given a handout showing racial comparisons of such things as household income, single
parent families, high school dropout rates, incarceration rates, unemployment and out-of wedlock-births.
The disparities are clear. But the consensus was that, although racism still exists, it is not the primary
problem. The decline of the family and of our nation’s social fabric are the problem. The call was issued
for Christians to work as one to give one-on-one love and guidance to young people who are at risk. It
was an important conversation between black and white Christians.
Submitted by Ward LeHardy
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