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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Begins September 8th

ACT
NOW!
Parish Weekend 2013
Register by Sunday, September 8th
to help us plan for you!
Don’t miss it! It’s lots of fun.
Date: October 4-5-6
Place: Airfield 4-H Center, Wakefield

YOUTH GROUP
1st Meeting will be
September 15th at 4PM

Theme: The Holy Spirit,
Up Close and Personal

Jeffrey’s
Journal

x

The people of Russia were friendly and kind to us.
They wanted to make us feel welcome. They were
surprisingly candid about their history and what life
is like today in their country. In fact, the Russians
who had lived in the Stalinist era seemed very much
to enjoy their freedom to be critical of the
government. We found that most Russians have
retained a fear and mistrust of people in military or
police uniforms. We also found that they don’t
revere their political leaders. They have been
burned too many times.
x The tour guides speak repeatedly about the traffic
jams. We experienced them. One morning, we took
2 hours to go the 13 miles into the Moscow city
center. I had harbored images of broad streets with
almost no cars. Today, having a car is a status
symbol, and people who could take the Metro drive
their cars instead. And we were stunned by the
expensive cars in the mix.
x One of our guides called the era Russia is in now
“rough capitalism.” Her meaning is that they have
thrown themselves headlong into capitalism, but
haven’t yet figured out quite how it works. As a
result, big corporations and international joint
ventures are granted government favor, and small
business suffers. Prices and salaries are skewed so
that the cost of cars and living quarters is out of
reach on most people’s salaries. As a result, people
have multiple jobs, and they are very enterprising in
making money. Still, I could never quite figure out
where the money comes from for all the cars that
choke the highways, the burgeoning construction of
new, modern office towers, and the rebuilding and
restoration of palaces.

We have just returned from
a trip to Russia, and the
images of our time there
are swirling in my head. It is
a place of complex history,
intrigue, beauty, culture and potential. We visited only a
small corner of the vast land of Russia. We spent time in
Moscow and St. Petersburg, and visited five small towns
along the Volga-Baltic Waterway. I was left with many
impressions, including the following:
x

The countryside of northwestern Russia looks like
our north country. Parts of it were very much like
Minnesota, and at times I could have sworn that we
were on a river in Oregon or Washington. But
everywhere we went, the forests were filled with
the beautiful white trunks of birch trees. At the
island of Kizhi at the north end of Lake Onega, we
were further north than Anchorage, Alaska. The late
-night sun was beautiful. This island is known for its
outdoor museum of wooden architecture. The
unforgettable centerpiece is the Church of the
Transfiguration, made completely out of wood,
which celebrates its 300th anniversary next year. Its
22 domes are not gold, but aspen, which looks white
in the sun.
x Architecture is very important to the Russians. The
Slavic and Byzantine influence is apparent
everywhere. The big cities look very European,
because they were built during a westernizing time
when Italian and French architects were hired by
the royalty. The Stalinist-era buildings are stark and
industrial looking.
x I was overwhelmed by the opulence we saw. The
Tsars built enormous, lavish palaces with extensive
gardens and hundreds of rooms decorated in gold
leaf, with massive chandeliers, wooden inlaid floors
and enormous vases made of semi-precious stones.
For me this opulence, which characterized Europe in
the 18th Century, was a vast idolatry - the use of
scarce resources to show the power, creativity and
capability of mankind. What underscored this was
the billions spent to restore the palaces destroyed in
World War II. This began under the Communists,
while people were standing in bread lines. On the
other hand, in the churches, I found the beauty and
the gold leaf to be an inspiring monument to the
mystery and glory of God.

We loved the Russian people. They deserve for their
leaders to figure things out so they can bloom in a new
era of freedom. We pray that the Orthodox Church,
which survived Communism, will be a beacon of hope
and truth.
In Christ,
Jeffrey O. Cerar
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Architect David Norden continues to develop the
detailed structural, mechanical and other
requirements for our new church. We do not have
a firm date for the start of actual construction but
we do pray it will be soon.

Senior
Warden
Report

In Christ,
George
August seemed to be the vacation period for our
church; we missed our parishioners who were
visiting families and friends, or seeing the
wonders of the world. In the absence of our
rector on August 11th, we changed the order of
service to Morning Prayer, Rite 2, led by Frank
McCarthy and Ward LeHardy. Both gentlemen led
their portions of the service beautifully, and we all
enjoyed the beauty of Morning Prayer. The Rev.
John Wall, a long-time friend and supporter of the
parish, led the service on August 18th. Many
thanks to John and Suzanne.

The Fulani Prayer Group
to begin
Tuesday after Labor Day

The vestry meeting focused on several upcoming
events including the Good News Club, A True and
Reasonable Faith for a Skeptical World series and
Table Talk. Each program is an outreach to
friends and neighbors in the Northern Neck
Community.

We will meet at the Fellowship Hall of Macedonia
Baptist Church on Tuesday, September 3rd at
6:00 PM.
The Fulani are the largest unreached nomadic
group in the world, with the majority of them in
Nigeria. During my trip to Nigeria in June and July
I arranged my time to allow me to learn as much
as possible about the Fulani in preparation for this
prayer group. Not only was I able to meet with
leaders of evangelistic outreach to them, but I
visited a Fulani camp and visited with several
families.

Local school administrators now permit the Good
News Club to host meetings on school property.
Recent studies show that 80% of children in
Northumberland County do not attend church or
church events. The Good News Club will focus on
that group and attempt to bring Christianity into
their lives. Over 100 students are expected to
attend meetings this fall.

The Fulani Prayer Group will focus on a different
topic each time we meet, with stories, pictures,
interviews and more sent out before each meeting.
At least three other churches beyond Virginia will
be participating with us using this information.

A True and Reasonable Faith for a Skeptical World
series was developed for Christians who would
like to better articulate the faith to their secular
friends and family members. Non-Christians who
would like to better understand the Christian
worldview are warmly welcomed into the class as
well. This is a new mission for St. Stephen’s and
we are excited about the opportunity to talk with
our neighbors.

Come and join us. Call me for more background or
information.
Tad de Bordenave
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here was good and the retreat really spoke to her
spirit, but the best part was the way you all enfolded
her into your arms and the way that your love brought
nourishment to her aching heart. Even on Sunday
more of you reached out to her including our men and
she was overwhelmed by your acceptance into our
fellowship. We have something very special at St.
Stephen’s as women of Christ, and I thank you from
the bottom of my heart for the ways you reached out
to Jane and met her in her struggle. We have had
many visitors this summer and I cannot help but think
that they too went away feeling that they had
experienced the sweet fragrance of Christ. As I think
about this, I am reminded of the passage in Colossians
3:12,14: “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience….And over
all these virtues put on love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity.”

Dear Ladies,
There is not much news to report from August. It has
been a quiet month for the women with nothing
scheduled except for the ongoing operation of the
Thrift Shop. I had the pleasure of working there one
morning recently and I had a perfectly delightful
experience. It was the first time I was out in the front
meeting customers, and Jane Kimball tutored me on
the routine. I had never spent time talking with Jane
before, and I felt like I came away with a new friend. I
encourage you all to join the ranks and help in our
ministry of reaching out to our community and one
another. The prayer box is being used by our
customers and plans are underway to start up activity
in the prayer room soon.

In early September your Leadership Team will be
meeting to plan for our fall program. Please pray for us
to find wisdom and the Lord’s direction for the
women’s ministry in the year ahead. We seek your
input and if you have ideas or suggestions, please do
not hesitate to get in touch me.

Let me tell you the story about my friend, Jane, whom
I have known for over forty years. She and I have done
ministry together back at St. Stephen’s Church in
Sewickley, Pa., and we used to meet once a week for
breakfast before heading off to our respective jobs.
She has been a long time sister in Christ and the week
before our July retreat at Stratford Hall, the Lord gave
me a nudge to call her and invite her to the retreat.
When she answered the phone, she was in great
distress, dealing with an alcoholic daughter who had
left her husband and had moved back home to live. In
spite of her pain, she said she would think about my
invitation, but I really did not expect her to call back.
The very next morning she called and said she was
coming!

Love to all,
Donna Soule

Irene’s Zucchini Bread
(By Popular Demand)
3 eggs
1 cup brown sugar
1 cup granulated sugar
1 cup vegetable oil
2 cups grated zucchini
3 cups all purpose flour

She flew to Newport News on her birthday on July 18 th
and we left for Stratford Hall together on the 19 th.
Many of you met Jane at the retreat and your gracious
reception of her into our fellowship began to restore
her soul. Jane and I spent five wonderful days together
and when I took her back to Newport News to catch
her flight home, she said, “When I arrived here, I was a
broken person, and now I am going home whole.”
Jane is no longer being controlled by the situation in
her home, but is being proactive in handling the
circumstances with God’s help. All she experienced

½ tsp. Cinnamon
1 tsp. Baking powder
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp. Vanilla
1 tsp. Salt
1 cup chopped nuts

Beat eggs until frothy. Stir in sugars, oil, zucchini and
vanilla. Combine dry ingredients, stir into zucchini
mixture until well mixed. Stir in nuts. Pour into two wellgreased pans. Bake at 350 degrees for 55 minutes.
Cool ten minutes in pans. Remove to a wire rack. Cool
thoroughly before slicing. Can be baked in a Bundt pan
for 55 minutes.
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Sharon’s Recommendation:
You are cordially invited to the
National MS Society
Central Virginia Chapter’s

“Women on the Move”
Luncheon

To All of You:
Somehow, just saying “thank you” doesn’t
seem like enough. But I hope you know how
much your kindness has meant to us.

Join us for a delicious lunch complete
with a silent auction and keynote
speaker —
David Osmond

Our love,
Joyce and Smitty

Don’t forget to wear your most
fun & stylish pair of shoes!

Thrift Shop Building Fund
Donation

Indian Creek Yacht &
Country Club
362 Club Drive
Kilmarnock, Virginia
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Yesterday, while I was working at the cash
register with Barbara Seed, a man came in and
made a purchase. When he paid for his purchase
which was $54.23, he paid with a $100.00 bill and
said, "Keep the change for your church."
Subsequently, his wife showed up at the register
with another purchase for a little over $9.00 and
he paid with a $20.00 and again said, "Keep the
change". He then started talking to us about
his convictions of Jesus as the ruler in his life and
his service in the military. Since he was a retired
Marine, Barbara Seed spoke with him about
Dick's service. After about ten minutes of
conversation, I asked him, "Did you want this
donation to go towards our building fund"? He
replied to use it wherever it was needed, so
Barbara and I made an executive decision that
any dollar we don't have to borrow for our new
church is a good savings for St. Stephen's
Anglican. Hence, his generosity resulted in $55.00
being put into the basket on Sunday morning with
"Church Building Fund" written on the envelope.

Please purchase tickets online by
September 12, 2013 at MoveVA.org or
call 804-591-3041

LIVING WITH ALZHEIMERS
A THREE-PART SERIES
FOR CAREGIVERS
Tuesdays, Sept. 10, 17 & 24
6-to 8:00 PM in the Parish Hall
at First Baptist Church
Hosted by St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
and First Baptist Church
This program provides caregivers with tools,
knowledge, and strategies to help cope with the
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s Disease or related dementia.

This is good news for our church that there are
those in the community who support us not only
with donations for the thrift shop, but also
monetary donations for our church.
Praise the Lord!

Free & Open to the Public
RSVP (804) 695-9382 or at

ellie.galloway@alz.org

Submitted by Melinda K. Floom
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More Additions to Our Library
Here are ten additions to our library with more to follow next month. They can be found on the top shelf of the
library, which is located in the room next to Jeff’s office. I invite you to check them out! If you’re interested in writing a
review of any of the books in our library for inclusion in the St. Stephen’s newsletter, please let me know.
Margaret Radcliffe
1. The Cruelty of Heresy: An Affirmation of Christian Orthodoxy by C. FitzSimons Allison 1994
2. The Disappearance of God: Dangerous Beliefs in the New Spiritual Openness by R. Albert Mohler, Jr. 2009
3. Letter to a Man in the Fire: Does God Exist and Does He Care? by Reynolds Price 1999
4. The Big Book of Bible Difficulties: Clear and Concise Answers from Genesis to Revelation by Norman L. Geisler
and Thomas Howe 1992
5. Darwin’s Black Box: the Biochemical Challenge to Evolution by Michael J. Behe 1996, 2006
6. Signature in the Cell: DNA and the Evidence for Intelligent Design by Stephen C. Meyer 2009
7. Total Truth: Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural Captivity by Nancy Pearcey 2004, 2005
8. The Inn of the Sixth Happiness DVD - 20th Century Fox 1958 Not Rated, starring Ingrid Bergman
9. Mother Teresa DVD - 20th Century Fox 2003 Not Rated, starring Olivia Hussey.
10. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible

Table Talk…Friday, September
20th at 6:30 p.m.

Last Call…..

Christianity: A True &
Reasonable Faith
for a Skeptical World

This season of Table Talk will be unlike any we’ve had
over the past 5 years…and you, your friends and
neighbors should sign up early as seating will again be
limited and the public will be invited as we get closer
to that date.

Providing the Christian with
resources to respond to challenges
directed at our Faith by today’s
secular culture

“Have We Overcome?” is the theme for all of our
three planned Table Talks…with the first one featuring
a panel of four, 2 each from First Baptist Church and
St. Stephen’s Anglican. Each panelist will be asked to
make a personal statement on how they think our
nation is doing in overcoming the sins of racism.

Registrations close September 7
Classes meet Monday evenings,
5:30 -7:30 pm
September 16th - November 4th
at Northumberland Public Library
Cost - $15

Written questions from the audience, read by the
moderator, will then be posed to the panel for
discussion.
Our great friendship with FBC over the years will help
to make this an honest and forthright discussion of
probably the most significant social issue of our time.

Register on-line at
www.ststephensva.org
or call
Priscilla - 804-580-4540
or Dixie - 804-453-3688

As always, the Levites will arrange for the set-up and
tear-down within the OA Brinkley Parish Hall, and
prepare and serve the meal. (Menu to be announced).
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Coffee Hour

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE

Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct.
6

Ushers
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct.
6

Bobby Edmonds, Colston Newton
Joy and David Gwaltney
Chris Cralle, Bob David
George Beckett, Tony Blackstone
Stan Rasberry, Marie Carstensen
Susan Thomas, Ed Ulfig

Acolytes
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct.
6

Marley Kimmitt
Emma Saunders
Caitlyn Cralle
Jennifer Radcliffe
Sarah Saunders
Chris Cralle

Sept. 1
Sept. 2
Sept. 5
Sept.13
Sept.15
Sept.16
Sept.19
Sept.20
Sept.23

Lesson Readers
Sept.

1

Sept.

8

Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct.
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Ward LeHardy (L)
Judy LeHardy (P)
Langley Lewis (L)
Todd Lewis (P)
Phyllis TeStrake (L)
Frank McCarthy (P)
Margaret Radcliffe (L)
Julie Pritchard (P)
Brooke Read (L)
Susan Read (P)
Dick Seed (L)
Barbara Seed (P)

Sept.24
Sept.26
Sept.29

Lucy Logan
Charlaine Andrulot
Katrina Mochamps
Sandra Baranski
Pam Smith
Colston Newton
Timothy Lewis
Alison Kimmitt
Dick Seed, Langley Lewis,
Lewis E. (Smitty) Smith
Tad de Bordenave
Corinne Anthony
Laura Carson, Dan Hickey

Sept. 1
Sept. 7
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 29

Sharon Baldacci and Randy Smith
Beverly and Brian Hart
Jane and Charles Wrightson
Irene and Allen Haley
Jan and George Beckett

Eucharistic Ministers
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Oct.
6

Elaine Price, Phyllis TeStrake
Lucy Logan, Frank McCarthy
Harrison and Priscilla Williams
Tony Blackstone, Charlie Franck
Irene Haley, Ward LeHardy
Constance McDearmon, Fred
Woodard

Altar Guild
September
October

Eleanor Semerjian, Judy LeHardy
Lynne Cerar, Gayle Marston

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this
woman may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love
and peace with you and one another all the days of
their lives. Amen.

Greeters
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ST. STEPHEN’S WITNESS
Another Opportunity to Cruise with your Church Friends
- this time through the Panama Canal.
October 2014: an affordable 14-day Norwegian Cruise Line
vacation. Fly from Baltimore to Los Angeles, get on a bus to
the ship, cruise to several places in Mexico, then through the
Panama Canal to Miami and fly back to Baltimore.
See Laddie Townshend for more details.
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