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You Are
Invited
to the
GROUND
BREAKING
CEREMONY
for
St. Stephen’s
Anglican Church
Sunday, May 19 2013
12:00 Noon
Rain or Shine!
Rte. 360 E.
on right past
Northumberland
Schools
Reception following
at First Baptist
Church
Pavilion

been good about inviting each other to planned
events. We could improve our witness markedly
by being strategic and consistent with publicizing
the things our congregations do together.

Jeffrey’s
Journal

I believe we are doing well in moving forward with
our vision, and I look forward to our new facilities helping
us fulfill it. Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find
reports on how we stand on the building project. The
official groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for the day
of Bishop Guernsey’s visit, May 19. We intend to invite
the community to celebrate with us.

Six months ago, I presented a vision for our congregation
to accompany our planning and fundraising for the new
church building. Let me tell you how we are doing on our
vision. The vision projects will be a resource for other
Christians in our community, to equip the saints of the
Northern Neck for ministry. The vision aims specifically at
four areas, which are set forth below with a report on our
progress in each area.

Missional planning is a must these days for a
congregation. We have availed ourselves of a series of
workshops sponsored by our Diocese to help us fulfill the
mission of the Church, which is to spread the Gospel to
people near and far. We submitted survey responses last
month, and have gotten back our profile, which gives us a
picture of the health of our congregation and will help us
develop a strategic plan. Our “Church Health Team”
consists of myself, Bill Andrulot, Frank McCarthy and Mary
Swann. We will begin work on a strategic plan at the
upcoming workshops on April 27 and June 1.

Learning: The Apologetics class is off and running.
About 14 people, including some from other
churches, are meeting weekly and developing a
curriculum that has wide dissemination. Spin-offs
from our meetings have given us the topic for our
Lenten Series and the Spring Youth education
segment. The library is up and running, and is
available to both St. Stephen’s and First Baptist
Church. In addition, the Perspectives Alumni
group continues to raise awareness of the
unreached people groups around the world.

In a similar vein, the vestry determined that it
would be healthy for the congregation to have an
opportunity to meet with the clergy to express their
thoughts and feelings about our life together at St.
Stephen’s. The Rev. Mary Swann and I have begun a series
of nine neighborhood-based meetings for that purpose. I
look forward to chatting with everyone for the good of our
parish life and for the Kingdom of God.

Prayer: Already active in several areas of prayer
ministry, we have initiated the prayer room and
Prayer Box at the Thrift Shop. We are moving
deliberately in planning uses for the prayer room.

This is an exciting time. We are in transition, and
we are preparing to be a congregation that is glorifying
God by bringing people into a saving relationship with Him.

Support of Families: Just this past week, working with
six other area congregations, we kicked off the
Good News Club after-school ministry at the YMCA
for Northumberland students grades K-5. Twentynine children attended the first session. We
intend to operate in the school itself in the coming
school year. We have trained three couples—the
Marstons, the Prices and the Lewises—to serve as
marriage mentors. They will be available to
counsel couples who are preparing for marriage,
or who for a variety of reasons, can benefit from
having a Christian couple walk alongside them.

Yours in Christ,
Jeffrey O. Cerar,

Witness for Racial Harmony: Our relationship with
First Baptist Church has blossomed in the year that
we have been tenants in their building. We had
joint events for Veterans’ Day and Thanksgiving
Day. We also held our Good Friday worship
together. On April 24, we participated in FBC’s
annual Crusade, providing the preacher and the
choir for the closing night. The leaders of the
various ministries in both our congregations have
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x Sanctuary as planned with an updated altar
design.
x Parish Hall as planned.
x Narthex as planned.
x Kitchen as planned with an enlarged pantry.
Heating/Cooling dual gas and electric (subject to
additional analysis).

Senior Warden
Report
Even the chilliness of Spring has not stopped the
turning of the Neck back into the beautiful garden
that God created for us. With the new season,
our church activities are also blossoming. Bishop
Guernsey and his wife Meg will visit us May 18
and on the 19th, they will participate in our formal
groundbreaking ceremony. We are planning the
groundbreaking to be a major event with prayers,
songs, food, laughter, and happiness. Please
invite your friends and neighbors to help us
formally bless our new home, shake off our winter
chills, and embrace the rest of 2013. I hope you
will make it a point to be with your church family
that day.

The engineering studies to determine what
changes we must make to the ground for turning
lanes, parking lots, drainage ponds, top soil
removal, and many other things are near
completion and will be submitted for governmental
approval.
A sad note: The tree in front of the old house that
we wanted to save has several problems and will
not survive all of the activity. The tree has grown
from an old stump, and three of its five trunks are
dead. The tree experts have recommended we
remove the tree and replace it with a fast-growing
native tree that will fit into our landscape. The two
large oaks are doing well and will be protected.

At the last meeting, the vestry welcomed our new
registrar, Laura Woodward. Laura brings years of
vestry and church experience to our group and
will assist us as we take on the challenges ahead
of us. Welcome Laura!

Sam Marston has agreed to head a mission to
reach members of local hunt clubs. These young
men and women are mostly un-churched but often
show an interest in the Bible. Thus, we are going
to see if we can meet their spiritual needs. Thank
you, Sam, for stepping forward.

I asked the senior warden at St. Stephens
Episcopal Church, Bill Kirby, about the status of
the perpetual care funds for their cemetery since
many of us own lots there. Warden Kirby informed
me that the Shelton Fund has been restored to
the $50,000.00 level and remains dedicated to the
perpetual care of the cemetery. Current care is
paid out of the church’s operating funds.

Do you know other groups of people whom we
should direct missions toward? Let us talk.
George
Senior Warden

The Building Committee has reached many
decisions concerning the new building and we’ve
provided that information to David, the architect,
so his work can continue. As we finished the final
review of the physical shape and size
requirements, we started a cost/benefit analysis
of the options available to us. Based on those
discussions we decided the following:

Used Ink Cartridges and Old Computers
Thanks go out to everyone who
contributed their old computer
equipment and ink cartridges. This
collection program is now over.
Your support of this program was
greatly appreciated. Although the
return on the old computer equipment was far
less than anticipated for the effort involved, we
made a nice profit from the ink cartridges.

x Structure to be steel with sprayed foam.
x Exterior siding to be stucco—color to be
determined.
x Roof with shingles guaranteed for 40-50
years—color to be determined.
x Education wing approved as planned.

Corinne Anthony
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Club House, and we will again invite the women of
First Baptist to join us. This was a wonderful event
last year and we hope to see you all come out
again to fellowship with our sisters in Christ next
door. Finally, on July 19 and 20 we will have our
women’s retreat at Stratford Hall, and our speaker
will be Jill Melton, and Connie Linsley, who joined
us two years ago, will return to lead us in worship.
Our brochures will be out in early June with more
information, but mark your calendars now for this
special time to get away and enjoy the quiet
beauty of our surroundings at Stratford Hall while
we are fed with spiritual food by our speaker and
worship leader.

On Thursday, April 18th the Leadership Team for
the women met to plan the months ahead. The
regular monthly meeting followed and Mary did a
wonderful exercise around the biblical women we
saw portrayed at the tea last month. We broke up
into five small groups and each read the scripture
about these women and discussed the role she
played in representing one of the five purposes of
SSA church. They were Mary of Bethany, Mary
Magdalene, Anna, Hannah and Naomi. We then
returned to a plenary group and considered ways
in which we could apply what we learned from the
biblical model to our own ministry at St. Stephen’s
and what we do as women in the body of Christ to
fulfill these purposes. What has God equipped us
to do? Mary challenged us to step out of our
comfort zones and try something new. We all
serve on a hospitality team, but the Lord is calling
us to reach out for Him into our community, and
the Thrift Shop and Prayer Room provide an
excellent avenue for this to happen. A wonderful
time of fellowship followed with a delicious lunch
prepared for us by Judy LeHardy and Susan
Read. Many thanks to both of them for treating us
to such a special occasion!

The Thrift Shop continues to do well, and in April
we were able to disburse funds into the church
account in the amount of $2,500.00 and to our
women’s account in the amount of $3,500.00,
bringing our women’s account to a total of
$8,362.17. We feel certain that we will be able to
meet half of our budget outreach obligations by the
end of June after another disbursement from the
Thrift Shop. The balance of our budget outreach
for 2013 will be paid out at the end of the year.
With my heartfelt love and blessings for all of you,
Donna Soule

Our meeting in May will be focused on the Thrift
Shop and Prayer Room, both for training and for
ideas of what else we can be doing in that place
to reach out to the community for Jesus Christ. On
Monday, May 6, Linda Krisman and Leslie
Jeffress will join us at 10:00 a.m. in Brinkley Hall
for coffee and light refreshments and the program
will follow. You will find more information on this
gathering elsewhere in the newsletter and in
Brinkley Hall. All are invited to join us then, both
men and women, to learn more about the
operation of our main source of revenue. We
desperately need some men to form a team for
helping out on small maintenance jobs! This
meeting will take the place of our regular meeting
later in the month.

Monday, May 6th we will have a
Thrift Shop training day at 10:00
a.m. in Brinkley Hall. If you have
thought about volunteering at the
thrift shop, this is a great time to
see what it’s all about. And, men
are invited too.
Refreshments will be served.

In June we are scheduled to have our potluck
picnic on Saturday, June 22, at the Mallard Bay
4

From Islam to Christianity

The pastor refused to be ignored and started
visiting Bockari and her sick child. On his first visit,
he asked whether she had started going to church
as he advised when they first met. Bockari said
she categorically told the pastor to leave her alone
and that she was not interested in what he was
saying or trying to help her do.

By Phileas Jusu
For the Fulani tribe in West Africa, religion or
becoming Muslim is not a matter of opinion or
open to debate. A Fulani child is born Muslim and
observes Islamic tradition from birth until death.
Any deviation from the tradition endangers the
relationship with tribe and family.

‘Mummy, let me go to church’
“But then my ailing 5-year-old son said to me,
‘Mummy, let me go to church. Maybe I’ll get well.’
So, he went to church with the man that came to
visit us,” she said.

For a United Methodist pastor, the Rev. Mariama
Bockari, now superintendent of the Northern
Sierra Leone District, the path to Christianity was
more than rigorous. It was often life- threatening.

Bockari started observing that as he continued to
go to church, the convulsions that had attacked
her son five or six times a day dramatically
reduced to once a day, then once a week, once a
month and, eventually, once a year until they
finally ended.

“My father was an immigrant Fulani trader from
neighboring Guinea. He came to Sierra Leone
and settled in Kossoh Town, a rural settlement in
eastern Freetown, the capital. He met my mum,
also a Fulani; they married, and I was the first
child. They are typical Muslims, which practically
qualified me as Muslim,” Bockari said.

“And so, I started following him to church, but in
hiding for fear of my people,” Bockari recalled.

Bockari became a Christian after a local United
Methodist pastor in the neighborhood prayed for
her son, and the child recovered.

Her short-lived secret happiness suddenly turned
into a nightmare when her parents discovered she
had been going to church. They asked her to
explain why.

“My child fell ill 21 months after his birth and used
to convulse between five to six times a day. Due
to his ill health, I used to consult several sorcerers
just for him to get well,” she recalled. Sorcery or
seeking the opinion of soothsayers is an
acceptable practice in the Fulani culture.

“The Lord that he served has healed him.
Therefore, I decided to follow him to church to
serve the God that healed my son,” she recalled
explaining. Her grandmother swore that she would
never prosper as long as she had allowed the
Christians to pour water — referring to baptism —
on her head.

“I did everything humanly possible, but I failed.
Instead, the sickness grew worse and worse. It
was at that time that one of the sorcerers told me I
needed to hide from my parents because they
were the ones responsible for the poor health of
my son,” she said. “So, I would hide from my
village and go to the neighboring village and
spend the whole of the day and only return home
at night.”

“It would have been better for you to leave that
boy to die rather than going to church,” the
grandmother told her repeatedly.
“I started experiencing difficulties — problems
came one after the other; sickness in similar
succession to an extent that some of my people
agreed to destroy my life because, according to
them, I had betrayed Islam, the religion they hold
in very high esteem,” Bockari said.

One day as she was returning home, Bockari ran
into Pastor Kamanda. The pastor asked why she
looked so dejected.

“My grandparents specifically sought ways to
destroy my life,” she recalled, citing an instance in
which a group was hired to waylay her when she
visited her father in a village in the diamond-rich
Kono District in eastern Sierra Leone.

“Then I explained to him that it was due to the
poor health of my son. The man said to me, ‘Why
can’t you try Jesus?’ Then I said to him, ‘I have
tried people that I have seen. Now you are telling
me about somebody I’ve never met before.’ So, I
just walked away and left him standing there,” she
said.

Continued on next page……….
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Fulani continued from previous page……….

A ministry blessed
“Those of my people who rejected me cannot now
do without me. I am now head of the family because
of the blessings that they see God is bestowing
upon me,” she said.

Plot to kill her
She was told her father was critically ill and near
death. A family friend told her of the plan to kill her
on the path leading to her father’s village. “If you go,
that will be the end of your life,” she said her
informant sternly warned. She cancelled the trip.

She said her ministry has been blessed because she
has always triumphed in difficult situations. “In all the
stations I have served, I have always been admired,
always been appreciated, because people have
never wanted me to leave each time I had to go on
transfer.”

Later, her father called to disown her. He said that
as long as she had chosen to follow the Christian
faith, she was no longer his daughter or a member
of the extended family. Her entire family supported
him. Bockari said she was devastated because the
extended family culture is one of the values of the
Fulani. “But I continued to pray,” she said.

Bockari is happily married to the Rev. David Bockari,
now retired, whom she met at a retreat after her
Muslim husband abandoned her and her two sons
because of her conversion to Christianity.

Later, she received another message that her father
was seriously ill and near death. This time, he was
truly very sick. “So, I made up my mind to visit him
because he sent word that I should go. I fasted and
prayed and went along with my two sons.” When
she arrived, her father, who had been sick for three
months, rose from his sick bed and sat down.

She is proud that her children are success stories.
The older son graduated last year with a bachelor of
arts degree. The younger son, a teacher, has opted
to become a pastor, too. He is now pastor in charge
at Kossoh Town United Methodist Church, where
Mariama Bockari was pastor before her appointment
as district superintendent.

“He prayed for me and blessed me. The one that
previously said, ‘Crucify her,’ was now blessing me.
He said, ‘I now realize it is God that called you. I
have no alternative but to allow you to continue in
ministry because no one can stop God’s plan for
you.’”

Article Author: Phileas Jusu is a United Methodist
communicator based in Sierra Leone. Article
distributed by United Methodist News Service.
Prayer Point: Pray that all those who come into
contact with Mariama Bockari feel the presence
of our Lord Jesus Christ in her message and a
desire to spread that message of Good News
with all family and friends.

She said she believes the dramatic turnaround in
her father’s position was influenced by the power of
the prayers she continued to say during her difficult
moments.
“He blessed me,” she continued. “He called the
other imams around because he was a ‘chernor’ —
head of the local mosque with the rank equivalent to
pastor in charge. They all prayed for me and
blessed me. Though they did not acknowledge
Christianity, I believe it was the power of God that
compelled them through my prayers to bless me.

Submitted by Melinda Floom

“So it was after that point that my father reconciled
me with the family. Unfortunately for me, though,
that was the last time I saw my father,” Bockari said.
“The war broke out in the following years. He was on
his way to seek refuge in Guinea when he fell sick
and died. But I thank God we reconciled before he
died.”
Bockari believes she is the proverbial stone that the
builder rejected that has now become the head of
the corner. She now is the breadwinner for the
family that rejected her.
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Good News About The
Good News Club!

First Fridays ….. What is it?

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

The Good News Club is up and running in
Northumberland County—just five weeks this spring,
but with plans to be back in the fall for the entire school
year. We meet at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday afternoons
at the Northumberland YMCA through May 22. As of
our first club meeting in April, over thirty children in
grades K-5 had signed up to participate, with half as
many adults from six Northumberland churches on
hand to administer, teach, and shepherd them. During
the fast-paced, fun-packed hour, the children learn a
Bible memory verse, hear a Bible story, play games,
sing songs, pray, and have a short mission lesson. In
addition, each week the Gospel message of salvation is
presented and an invitation is issued for children to
receive Jesus and become children of God.

It’s an opportunity, actually an invitation, to
experience the Spirit of the Living God in a new
and refreshing way. As we gather to worship Him
we are inviting the Holy Spirit to come into our
midst. We are asking Him to make us into the
people of God He has destined us to be.

The Good News Club is one of the numerous
ministry programs offered by Child Evangelism
Fellowship, a Bible-centered, worldwide organization
which has been in operation since 1937. Their purpose
in all their ministries is to evangelize children with the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and establish (disciple)
them in the Word of God and in a local church for
Christian living.

First Fridays is not about doing any program or
having Sunday service duties or obligations. This
may seem strange and unfamiliar to many and it
certainly was to me. BUT I have found that God is
faithful. He is looking for a people who long and
hunger for His Presence. I discovered that I was
the one who needed to take the time to become
familiar with God’s Spirit and His ways, just as you
would do with a friend – know what He likes and
dislikes, know what’s on His heart . I didn’t realize
how spiritually thirsty and hungry I was. To this
day and in His great mercy I continue to learn
more about a loving, sovereign God that delights
and inhabits the praises of His people. Join me to
lift the holy name of JESUS! First Friday of each
month at 7pm in Brinkley Hall.

St. Stephen’s Good News Club representatives
are Melinda Floom, our song leader; Constance
McDearmon, who presents the weekly mission lesson,
and Margaret Radcliffe, a grade shepherd for children
in Kindergarten and first grade. For more information
about this ministry, please see one of them or plan to
visit the YMCA on a Wednesday afternoon to observe
the club in action, either in the room where we meet or
through the large viewing windows. For more
information about Child Evangelism Fellowship, visit
their website at www.cefonline.com. And please
remember to pray for the children!

Gayle Marston

God gives blessings to
us so we can give glory
to Him.
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Neighborhood Meetings

Coming Events

Our clergy will hold a series of nine
neighborhood-based meetings over the next few
weeks. They will be hosted in the homes of our
members, and invitations will be sent out to form
groups of 10 to 15 at each. We will discuss,
“What are you thinking and feeling about our life
together at St. Stephen’s?” Those who cannot
attend a meeting held near them will have the
opportunity to join another one. Jeffrey and Mary
look forward to sitting down with all our members
in this informal setting.

Help First Baptist Church Celebrate
Pastor Fountaine’s 15 Years
Pastor John Fountaine has been at FBC for 15
years. On May 4 and 5, they will celebrate his
tenure as pastor. We are invited to join them for
any and all of the following events:
Saturday, May 4 - Outdoor concert at the FBC
Pavilion from Noon to 4 PM. Food, beverages,
activities and fellowship, including fun activities for
children.

Natural Church Development

Sunday, May 5 – Worship at 11:00 with Pastor
Fountaine’s brother, Gerald Fountaine as
preacher. A banquet-style dinner will follow in
O.A. Brinkley Hall.

Jeffrey’s Journal talks about the Missional
Planning Workshops in which we and five other
congregations in our Diocese are participating.
The vehicle we are using is called “Natural
Church Development,” which is a “principleoriented” approach to church development. After
a 10-year study of over 1,000 churches in 32
countries on five continents, the founders
concluded that there are eight principles that
distinguish healthy, growing, evangelistic
congregations:

Bishop Guernsey is Coming
on Pentecost
On Pentecost Sunday, May 19,
Bishop Guernsey will visit St.
Stephen’s. He will teach at the 9:00
Bible Study and celebrate at 10:00
worship. We will present 8 people
to be confirmed at that service,
along with 5 to reaffirm their
Baptismal Covenant. After worship,
we will car pool to the church
property at Northumberland Highway and Avalon
Lane, where Bishop Guernsey will officiate at our
groundbreaking. We will return to First Baptist
Church for a Pot-Luck lunch at the Pavilion.
Everyone is asked to bring a salad or side dish to
go with ham and turkey sandwiches, or a dessert.
Please bring your food to the kitchen at the
Pavilion before worship.

x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Empowering Leadership
Gift-oriented Ministry
Passionate Spirituality
Functional Structures
Inspiring Worship
Holistic Small Groups
Need-oriented Evangelism, and
Loving Relationships.

The survey which 30 of our members
completed in March and April, helps identify how
well we are doing in each of those areas. Once a
profile is developed for each participating
congregation, the “Church Health Team” will get
to work on a plan to address the one factor
among those eight that is the weakest. The
theory is that the Church will only develop to the
level of its minimum factor. You will be hearing
more about this in months to come. If you would
like more information, visit the NCD website at
www.ncd-international.org

The congregation is asked to provide the
following food items to serve with ham, turkey
and rolls:
If your last name starts with A-E please bring
coleslaw; F-K-potato salad; L-P-deviled eggs,
R-green or vegetable salad; S-Z(excluding W's)
-pasta salad and W's-cookies or brownies. We
will have 2 sheet cakes in addition.
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Ushers
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2

Bobby Edmonds, Lewis Smith
Joy and David Gwaltney
Jim Logan, Tony Blackstone
Anna and Pat Brennan
John Powers, Bill Tracey

Acolytes
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2

Emma Saunders
Caitlyn Cralle
Jennifer Radcliffe
Sarah Saunders
Chris Cralle

Lesson Readers
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2

Charlaine Andrulot (L)
Tony Blackstone (P)
Joan Blackstone (L)
Jim Conley (P)
Marie Carstensen (L)
Ruth Franck (P)
Irene Haley (L)
Jeanne Hickey (P)
Judy LeHardy (L)
Ward LeHardy (P)

May 3
May 5
May 7
May 10
May 12
May 13
May 14
May 16
May 21
May 26
May 28
May 31

Betty Hillman, Erik Johnson
Margaret Radcliffe
Steve Joslyn, Matthew Haley
Harrison Williams, Bill Andrulot
Bud Doggett
Paul Kimball
Joan Blackstone
Sandra Ward
Martha Joslyn
Betty Dillingham, Jessie Anderson
John Powers
Denise McCarthy, Susan Saunders

May 9
May 28

Pat and Bob Dalzell
Barbara and Bill Ressler

Eucharistic Ministers
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2

Tony Blackstone, Charlie Franck
Irene Haley, Ward LeHardy
Lucy Logan, Frank McCarthy
Constance McDearmon, Suzy
Norman
Elaine Price, Phyllis TeStrake

Altar Guild
May
June

Ruth Franck, Jane Peterson,
Virginia Townshend
Dana Bloom, Betty Cralle, Val
Hutchison, Barbara Seed

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this
woman may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love
and peace with you and one another all the days of
their lives. Amen.

Coffee Hour
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Judy and Ward LeHardy
________________________
Bishop’s Visit—Potluck Lunch
________________________
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