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LLenten Schedule 2013 
 

Thursdays—February 28,  March 7, 14, 21 
Lenten Series and Soup Supper 6:00 PM 

 
March 28  Maundy Thursday Service 
March 29  Good Friday Service, 12:00 Noon 
March 31  Easter Sunday worship, 10:00 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The 5 Big Ones: 
Tough Questions about the Christian Faith 

(and answers) 
 

February 21 Is the Bible true? - Jan Beckett 
February 28 Is there really only one way to God? 
   Jeff Cerar 
March  7  Why does God allow suffering and evil in 

 the world? - Margaret Radcliffe 
March 14  How can I accept a church that has been 

 guilty of such hypocrisy, evil and 
 intolerance? - Constance McDearmon 

March 21  How can God send good people to Hell? 
   Tad de Bordenave 
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Jeffrey’s 
Journal 

 
 

Newcomer/Confirmation Course 
Sundays at 9:00, beginning March 3rd 

in the Living Room 
 

 Are you a new member of St. Stephen’s?  
Are you thinking of becoming one?  Do you have 
questions about the faith, and about what it 
means that we call ourselves “Anglicans?”  Do 
you want to be confirmed or received into this 
Communion?  Then come to the Newcomers/ 
Confirmation Course.  We’d love to have you! 
 
 Every year when the Bishop comes, we 
offer youth and adults the opportunity to be 
confirmed—to make a mature affirmation of their 
faith with the laying on of hands by the Bishop.  
The Bishop also “receives” into the Anglican 
Communion our members who have previously 
been confirmed in another denomination. In 
preparation for Bishop Guernsey’s visit on 
Pentecost Sunday (May 19), we will be offering a 
preparatory course on Sunday mornings at 9:00, 
starting March 3. This course is valuable for 
anyone who has questions about St. Stephen’s, 
even if they do not wish to be confirmed or 
received.  
 
 The first two sessions will be about what 
Christians believe.  We will address such topics 
as: 
 

�What is the Word of God?  
�Who is Jesus?  
�Why did Jesus come?  
�What about heaven and hell?  
�What is prayer?  
�What does God expect of His disciples?  
�What is the Holy Trinity?  
�Who is the Holy Spirit?  

 
 The third week, we will talk about 
Anglicanism, putting it in the context of world 
religions and Christian denominations.  We will 
also discuss the history of the Anglican Church, 
in England, in this country and around the world.  

We will look at what makes this denomination 
distinctive, recognizing that, as Archbishop Bob 
Duncan says, “Anglicanism is not the only way to 
be Christian, but it is a reliable way to be 
Christian.” 
 
 Weeks four and five will be devoted to 
talking about the sacraments, focusing on 
Baptism and the Holy Eucharist.  What do we 
mean by the word “sacrament?” What are the 
promises of God that He keeps in the 
sacraments?  Why is confirmation an important 
part of our life as Anglicans?  Why do we have 
communion every Sunday, and almost every 
other time we gather for worship? 
 
 Finally, in week six, we will talk about the 
culture of this congregation and our expectations 
of one another.  We will discuss our vision, our 
approach to stewardship, our interest in mission 
work around the world, and how we are 
connected to the larger Church.  We will look at 
the history of the congregation from which we 
evolved, which was founded in 1874, and how 
that history affects the way we conduct ourselves 
as a Christian family. 
 
 We welcome anyone who wants to join us.  
You don’t even need a good reason to attend.  
I’m looking forward to being together Sundays at 
9:00. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Jeffrey Cerar, Rector 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer and Praise 
 

Join us Friday, March 1 at 
7:00 p.m.  In  Brinkley Hall to 

sing a praise the Lord. 
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Dear St. Stephen’s Friends: 
 
Thank you. 
 

In the best of times and in the worst of times, you 
remain the most caring, loving, faithful, helpful, 
dependable, supportive people I have ever known. 
You showered Dick and me with everything we 
could possibly need during his last few months of 
life on this earth: prayers, cards, calls, food, 
chores, visits, expressions of concern, offers of 
help and more offers of help, whether needed now 
or later, and more. Each card and each message 
was shown and read to him, and he always 
responded with that wonderful smile and a “How 
wonderful! Bless them.” 
 
After his death you continued to pour out your love 
for him (and for me) in wonderful notes and cards. 
I am greatly comforted and sustained by your 
appreciation for who he was as expressed in your 
many fine comments.  
 
Thank you, also, for each of you who picked up the 
work that was mine to do, giving us precious time 
together as the days sped quickly to their close. I 
desperately needed to be with him – both for him 
and for me – and you made that possible. I will 
always remember. 
 
Blessings and love to each of you, dear friends. 
Thank you. 
 

Dixie 
 
 
 
 
Dear Church Family: 
 
Thank you for your prayers, cards and good wishes 
while I was convalescing. Your concern and prayers 
lifted my spirits more than you know. 
 

With love, 
Shirley Smith 

Senior Warden 
Report 

 
Welcome back to church, travelers 

and victims of the Northern Neck seasonal illnesses. 
We have missed you and did pray often for your safety 
and wellness.   
 
We lost a wonderful, loving, kind, and dear member of 
our church family this past week when Jane Blackwell 
passed peacefully at her home.  Jane served St. 
Stephens in many capacities, including Senior Warden 
and President of the Women’s group.  We will miss 
Jane.  Our love goes to Jane, Charlie, and Ben 
Wrightson for their loss and heaven’s gain. Jane 
requested donations be made to the St. Stephen’s 
Church Building Fund in lieu of flowers. 
 
Our 2013 church budget was approved in December; 
we received parishioner pledges in January, and the 
pledge total almost matches the budget.  As discussed 
during our annual meeting, the budget was structured 
to continue our support of outreach programs and 
missions even as we move forward with church 
building plans.  We plan to have one mission trip 
during 2013 and it is in support of Bishop Steven 
Kaziimba’s Youth Conference in December. 
 
The vestry approved a contract with David Norden to 
provide architectural drawings and plans for the new 
building and contractual support services.  The 
selected building methodology will provide the building 
committee and vestry with continuous professional 
services advice as we move forward. 
 
Currently we are waiting for the next set of building 
drawings that we will use to refine our requirements 
and provide a baseline for future designs.  We expect 
to have the drawings by mid-March. 
 
We accepted an offer from Earth Designs Associates, 
Inc. to develop the engineer studies that are required 
by federal, state and local agencies prior to starting 
construction.  Earth Designs is owned by Mr. Barry 
Stark, the engineer who developed our site plan that 
was accepted by the building committee in October.  
The formal contract should be approved shortly. 
 
As we continue our Lenten worship, I hope that 
you plan to attend our weekly dinners when we 
discuss five tough questions (and answers) about 
the Christian faith.  Each Thursday evening we will 
learn something about how to answer the 
questions that skeptics and seekers often ask. 

In Christ, 
George 
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Lyn & Art Neira moved from Richmond to the 
Northern Neck permanently in 1996 and had their 
weekend home here since 1987. Art was a 
salesman of non-ferrous raw materials and Lyn 
collected data from the Consumer Price Index and 
also was involved in lots of volunteer projects. 
 
Art served in the Army in Eniwetok, Marshall 
Islands & Korea prior to college under the GI Bill. 
The Neiras met at a  fraternity-sorority exchange 
when they were at George Washington University. 
They were married at St. Agnes & the Ascension 
Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C.  
 
Since moving to the Northern Neck they have 
become involved in many more volunteer projects; 
most notably Lyn and Art were on the board of 
SAIF Water for seven years, are volunteers at 
Historic Christ Church and members of the 99th 
District Tea Party. Lyn served on the board at 
Mary Ball Washington Museum, is now involved in 
the Essex Women’s Club, and has already started 
volunteering at our Thrift Shop. Art keeps busy 
with fishing, crabbing, and his vegetable garden.  
 
Art & Lyn have two daughters living in Richmond 
and a son in Floyd, Va. They have five 
grandchildren. 
 
They came to St. Stephen’s because they felt the 
Episcopal Church left them and their values 
behind. They don’t agree with the new policies 
and teachings decreed by the national Episcopal 
Church. The Anglican Church is a needed 
change.  
Welcome to St. Stephen’s, we’re glad you are 
here.  
 

Suzy Norman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed Arrington and his wife came to live in 
Deltaville in 1989 as “weekenders” and stayed.  
They became “full timers” in 1996.  Their time 
together here was sadly short as she died 
February 18, 2012. 
 
Ed’s life revolves around music.  He has played  
since he was nine years old.  He grew up in 
Carroll and Frederick Counties in Maryland 
hearing old time gospel and bluegrass music and 
where he later taught music in the county schools. 
Now, he plays violin with “Honeywind Bluegrass 
Boys” with Morris Dillingham.  He and Morris call 
themselves the “Prentice Creek Partners” and also 
have a group of four who call themselves the 
“Good News Grass.”  Our church bulletin board 
has information about them. 
 
Ed attended the Ithaca School of Music in Ithaca 
New York where he majored in violin.  He has also 
enjoyed playing bass fiddle, but to quote Ed, “You 
have to know all the instruments to teach band 
and orchestra in Frederick County Maryland. 
 

Ruth Franck 

 
Newcomers/Confirmation 

Course 

Sundays, beginning March 3rd 

at 9:00 a.m. 

In the Living Room 
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In Memoriam  
Richard C. Goertemiller  

November 23, 1932 - January 15, 2013  
A Man Who Loved the Lord  

 
Dick Goertemiller was known for many things by many people. He was an artist, sailor, singer, 
entrepreneur, husband, father, and grandfather. More than any of these things, however, he was a dear 
man of God. His family members testified to this at his recent funeral service and we at St. Stephen’s can 
do the same.  
Dick served with me on the vestry. We were elected the same year, 2004, to serve a three year term. 
During those years, he was a great encouragement to me. Often nervous and operating outside my 
comfort zone, I could always count on Dick to boost my confidence and morale, often with only a smile or 
a nod of his head directed my way.  
Dick loved his wife Dixie very much. When I visited him at the Lancashire just before Christmas, he 
looked over at Dixie with a twinkle in his eye, smiled, and said decidedly in a voice brimming with 
adoration and gratitude, “She is the love of my life!”  
Dick loved children and young people too. Recently I watched a recording of the 2006 Parish Retreat 
Talent Show and was thrilled to see Dick, tapped by the youth of the “Headmore Corporation” to 
participate in one of their humorous skits. Dick went on the 2007 mission trip to the Dominican Republic 
along with Constance McDearmon, several other adults, and eight teenagers from our congregation. I 
can still remember the tributes paid to him by those kids when they stood in front of the congregation 
relating their experiences of the trip. Clearly, the kids loved him too.  
Some of you may recall Dick’s artwork featured on our 2004 Advent worship bulletins - a series of four 
inspiring watercolors, each depicting the Gospel lesson appointed for the day. Dick’s lovely rendition of 
St. Stephen’s Church appeared on the cover of our 2001 and 2005 phone directories as well as our 
“Taste and See” cookbook. And in 2007, Dick offered a weekly drawing class at St. Stephen’s - billed as 
a morning of fun for people who think they have little or no talent who nevertheless want to learn. 
 
Some of you may remember Dick stretched out on the couch in the foyer of the old parish house happily 
reading or napping. Why was he there? Because he was patiently waiting for Dixie to perform the myriad 
tasks God has given her to do at St. Stephen’s on behalf of the youth, the choir, the prayer ministry, the 
thrift shop, and China missions, to name a few.  
 
Some of you may recall Dick’s ministry of service during our worship time. He was a lay reader and a lay 
Eucharist minister, and sang in the choir until just before his eightieth birthday. Additionally, Dick was a 
man of prayer, often petitioning God on behalf of the people he loved. On the occasions when I was 
moved to stand upon the singing of a particularly inspiring Communion hymn, but was too bashful to be 
the first, I could always count on Dick, presumably feeling as I was, to stand and lead the congregation to 
do the same.  
 
Dick was an amiable man - generous, funny, agreeable, and a willing participant in most everything going 
on in the life of St. Stephen’s. His priorities were clear: love God first, wife and family second, and 
everyone and everything else third. But the best thing about Dick is that he knew the Source of the love 
he had in such abundance. His life in its entirety exemplified 1 John 4:19: “We love because He first loved 
us.” 
 

Margaret Radcliffe 
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Dear Ladies of St. Stephen’s, 
 
There is not much to report to you this month, 
as we cancelled our February meeting due to 
the number of people who were out of town or 
suffering from illness.  It has been a rather 
quiet month with not much happening.   
 
Your Leadership Team met at the end of 
February to plan for our exciting March 
meeting on Saturday, March 16th at 2:00 p.m.  
We are having another tea to come together 
in fellowship and to celebrate our women.   I 
hope you will all mark your calendars as we 
look forward to this upcoming event.   
 
As you know, we have been studying the five 
purposes of St. Stephen’s Church and 
concluded with these in January.  At the tea 
we will be hearing from a woman of the Bible 
who exemplifies each of these purposes – 
Worship, Ministry, Discipleship, Fellowship 
and Mission.  It should be an exciting program 
planned by Sandy Ward, and some of our 
women will be participating with her in putting 
this on. 
 
The Thrift Shop is perking along, although our 
volunteers have been stretched thin with so 
many away or sick.  In church one Sunday in 
February Eleanor Semerjian announced that 
she had brought ironing with her that morning 
and asked if anyone would volunteer to do 
some of the ironing to help catch up with what 
needs to be done at the shop. She was able 
to parcel out everything that she brought and 
we are grateful for those who helped.  If any 
one can offer to help in any capacity, please 
call Suzy Norman who is currently handling 
the scheduling of volunteers.   
 

 
I pray that you all are experiencing a holy Lent 
and having quiet times of meditation on God’s 
Word, self-examination and prayer.  As we 
walk through these days of moving closer to 
Jesus, may we prepare our hearts for the 
glorious celebration of Easter at the end of this 
month. 
 

Blessings and love, 
Donna Soule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you enjoy woodworking? Repairing, 
refinishing, staining, creating furniture? Do you 
have a workshop? Our Thrift Shop manager, Linda 
Krisman, loves to go to auctions and usually picks 
up different pieces of furniture at a great price. She 
gives them to her husband, Mike, to fix up and 
make saleable in the shop. (Bless you, Mike!)  
Apparently Mike would like some help. 
 
If this sounds like something you would like to do 
while you are waiting for Spring to arrive, please 
call either Linda Krisman or me.  
 
And, let’s not forget, that the shop can always use 
help with washing and/or ironing clothes. There are 
always jobs to be done. 
 
Bless you all for volunteering at the shop. 
 

Suzy Norman 
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PPrayer Walk on our 
New Property 

 
‘Twas a cold, blustery February 7 when seventeen 
hearty souls met at St. Stephen’s Anglican’s new 
property.  The intercessory prayer group headed 
up prayers for the community and two scriptures 
were read from 1 Chronicles 28:4-10 and 1 
Chronicles 29:10-18.  “Be careful to follow all the 
commands of the Lord your God, that you may 
possess this good land and pass it on as an 
inheritance to your descendants forever;” and, “…
acknowledge the God of your father and serve him 
with wholehearted devotion and with a willing 
mind, for the Lord searches every heart and 
understands every motive behind the thoughts.  If 
you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you 
forsake him, he will reject you forever.  Consider 
now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a temple 
as a sanctuary.  Be strong and do the work.” 
 
 The group walked the perimeter of the 
beautiful land and prayed over it, asking for God’s 
anointing on this, His project.  We have been 
given much, and it is important that our 
congregation continue to pray for God’s will and 
direction as we break ground and begin to build.  
As David says in 1 Chronicles 29: 11-15: 
 

“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and power and 
the glory and the majesty and splendor, for 

everything in heaven and Earth is yours. Yours, O 
Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head 

over all.  Wealth and honor come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things.  In your hands are 

strength and power to exalt and give strength to 
all.  Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise 
your glorious name.  But who am I, and who are 

my people, that we should be able to give as 
generously as this?  Everything comes from you, 

and we have given you only what comes from 
your hand.” 

 
 We are grateful to God for his bountiful 
blessings! 
 

Lynne Cerar 
 

PS There are pictures of the prayer walk on our 
St. Stephen’s website. 

 

What  is God Doing 
Among the Fulani ? 

 
The Fulani are primarily nomadic herders and 
traders. Through their nomadic lifestyle they 
established numerous trade routes in West 
Africa. Many times the Fulani go to local markets 
and interact with the people, getting news and 
spreading it through much of West Africa. The 
Fulani normally raise large amounts of cattle and 
have therefore settled in the large plain areas of 
Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso and Guinea. 
 
The most important object in Fulani society is  
cattle. There are many names, traditions, and 
taboos concerning cattle. The number of cows a 
person owns is a sign of his wealth. This has 
caused significant conflict in recent months 
between the Fulani and other ethnic groups. The 
reason for this conflict is that the cows will many 
times go into the fields and eat the grains of local 
farmers.  
 
As time goes on, the modes of transportation 
throughout West Africa have become more 
modernized. This modernization in transportation 
puts the Fulani at risk of losing their identity as 
nomads, and forces them to settle in farms and 
villages. This often creates other problems, as 
the Fulani are a very proud people of a unique 
culture and are used to ruling over the other 
people groups. 
 
 

Melinda Floom 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
March   3 Ben Ward, Bob David 
March 10 
March 17 
March 24 
 

Acolytes 
March   3 Jennifer Radcliffe 
March 10 Sarah Saunders 
March 17 Chris Cralle 
March 24 Marley Kimmitt 
March 28 Emma Saunders (7:00 PM) 
March 31 Caitlyn Cralle 
April 7  Jennifer Radcliffe 
 

Lesson Readers  
 

March   3 Marie Carstensen (L) 
  Betty Dillingham (P) 
March 10 Jim Conley (L) 
  Lyn Conley (P) 
March 17 Jeanne Hickey (L) 
  Ruth Franck (P) 
March 24 Langley Lewis (L) 
  Todd Lewis (P) 
March 28 Ward LeHardy (L)  (7:00 PM) 
  Judy LeHardy (P) 
March 29 Frank McCarthy (L) (7:00 PM) 
March 31 Julie Pritchard (L) 
  Elaine Price (P) 
April 7  Susan Read (L) 
  Margaret Radcliffe (P) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
March   3 Priscilla Williams, Frank McCarthy 
March 10 Harrison Williams, Suzy Norman 
March 17 Charlie Franck, Elaine Price 
March 24 Constance  McDearmon, 
  Tony Blackstone 
March 28 Priscilla Williams, Frank McCarthy 
March 31 Harrison Williams, Suzy Norman 
April 7  Charlie Franck, Elaine Price 
 

Altar Guild  

March  Lucy Logan, Priscilla Williams 
April  Ellie Knight, Elaine Price,  
  Bobbie Townshend 
 

Greeters 
 

 

Coffee Hour 
March   3 Jan and George Beckett 
March 10 
March 17 
March 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mar.   5  Marie Carstensen 
Mar.   6  Tom Price  
Mar.   9  Ruth Franck 
Mar. 18  Suzy Norman 
Mar. 19  Carol Bracker  (Thrift Shop volunteer) 
Mar. 21  Walt TeStrake, Joy Gwaltney 
Mar. 23 Gayle Marston 
Mar. 26  Janet Eichacker 
Mar. 28  Jeffrey Cerar, Betsy Joslyn 
Mar. 30  Morris Dillingham 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Mar.  1 Donna and Craig Soule 
Mar.  9 Miriam and Bill Sussman  
Mar. 12      Jeffrey and Lynne Cerar  
Mar. 31 Melinda Floom and Fred Wimberly
   

 
 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 

woman may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 

and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 

joygwaltney
Typewritten Text
Charlaine and Bill Andrulot
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 March 24—10:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
  March 28—7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
  March 29—12:00 Noon 
  Followed by Fish Fry 
  By First Baptist Church 
 

 
 
     March 31—10:00 a.m. 
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The Monday morning Bible Story Time children gather around Miss Constance before leaving with 

their Valentine's goodies. During the month of February, the children are learning about God's 

love. Each week the lesson has focused on a Bible verse, including "Love God with all your heart 

and mind and strength." and "Hide God's Word in your heart, so you don't sin." and "We love 

because He first loved us." 
  2013 




