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Join us for our 2013
Lenten Series
& Soup Suppers
Thursday Evenings
at 6:00 p.m.
The topic:
“Tough Questions About
The Christian Faith”
(and answers)
(see schedule on page 6)

A group of about 14 of our members meet
on Fridays to discuss apologetics. We have a
good time.
As I have participated in our
presentations and discussions, several thoughts
have come to me that I think are valuable for us
to keep in mind.

Jeffrey’s
Journal

a·pol·o·get·ics

1. People have every right to question the
Christian faith.
2. Their questions deserve good answers.
3. It is important to understand why they are
asking—why they want answers.
4. It is important to understand their
definitions, assumptions and
perspectives.
5. Therefore, good apologetics is a respectful
conversation.

People ask hard questions about the
Christian faith and about God. One who answers
those questions is called an “apologist.” The
term comes from the Greek apo-logia, which
means verbal defense. Christian apologetics is
the practice of providing a rational defense of the
Christian faith.
To give it such an academic
name tends to intimidate the everyday Christian.
It makes it sound like something that is done by
people with PhD’s who have devoted themselves
to the study of theology.

I look forward to our Lenten Series, and I hope
we and our guests will find ourselves more at
ease as we anticipate our next conversation
about God, His ways and His truth.

The reality is that all of us encounter these
questions about the faith we embrace, questions
like, “Is the Bible true?”, and “If God is allpowerful and all-good, how can He allow
suffering?”, and “How can you say that Jesus is
the only way to God?” These kinds of questions
are posed by thinking people of all stripes.

Yours in Christ,
Jeffrey

•Some are seekers who are looking for a faith
they can embrace, and who insist that
such a faith makes rational sense to them
•Some are atheists, who delight in tormenting
Christians who are unprepared to answer
their challenges.
•Others are Christians themselves, who want
answers so that they can understand their
own faith on an intelligent, considered,
rational level.
Our Lenten series this year is entitled,
“The 5 Big Ones: Tough Questions about the
Christian Faith (And Answers).” We are offering
it because we believe it is good for all of us to
understand what our faith has to say about these
questions, objections and challenges. There are
good answers to rational challenges to
Christianity, and we are not simply stuck
answering, “Well, you just have to have faith.”
Our faith is not simply a feeling; it is something
we embrace with our minds. God’s Word is His
gift to us, and it is exquisitely true and consistent.
As such, it gives us rational answers to rational
questions.

Prayer and Praise
Join Gayle Marston and
friends on Friday, February 1,
at 7:00 p.m. in Brinkley Hall
to sing a praise to the Lord.
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Senior Warden
Report

As I look over the past year, I am amazed by the
great blessings the Lord has provided to our
church family. We stood holding a Federal judge’s
court order to leave our church property and give
up nearly all of our savings and investments. We
kept our shirts but not the choir robes. We had
some soft moving plans, some ideas and hopes,
but no firm executable plans.
With God’s
leadership and knowledge He led us to a
wonderful sanctuary without missing one
scheduled service! He led us to a Christian
property owner who worked with us to keep the
thrift shop in business and generate almost
$75,000 during 2012. He led us to another
Christian property owner who sold us land at a
reasonable price upon which we will build His
church building.

Dear St. Stephen’s Friends:
Thank you for your prayers and cards of
encouragement during this bout of pneumonia.
With God’s help and your prayers I was able to
come home quickly, getting out of the hospital in four
days.
One more x-ray that is clear, then I should
continue on the road to recovery.
Jim Logan

Dear St. Stephen’s Friends:
I would like to thank everyone for your
kindness, calls, food and visits during my recovery
from hip surgery. Most of all, for your prayers.
With God’s help you can handle anything!
Love to all,

Our Lord motivated church members to serve on
committees to execute special projects and
develop construction plans. He motivated
members and friends to commit over a million and
a quarter dollars in pledges. He led our members
to raise capital funds through sales of
Thanksgiving apple pies, Christmas cookies, and
Super Bowl hoagies. He led the church women to
make regular donations to the building fund out of
thrift shop proceeds. We have been so blessed
by God.

Joyce Smith

Dear Friends of St Stephen's,
It is mainly thanks to you that we are now ready to
get down to our mission here in Rochester.

The vestry welcomed new members Elaine Price
and Frank McCarthy and extended a thank you to
Gayle Marston for extending her position. The
vestry will be busy this year coordinating and
supporting our many church ministries, especially
missions and outreach programs. In addition, the
vestry will supervise contracting financing for the
new church building.

We praise the Lord for having led us to St.
Stephen's! The day after our arrival, our ministry
started right away with a meeting of the Great
Rochester Interfaith Council, which is a place of
collaboration for the Christian churches. We've
had our first official service with St. Michael's, and
I will preach on the 27th for the community Service
during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
You are in our prayers, please keep us and our
mission in yours. We will have a blog on which you
will be able to follow us. God bless you all! .

We look forward to this new year as a time to grow
our love of God and each other just as Jesus
taught. With that love we will accomplish God’s
purposes.

Daniel and Katrina

George
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Harrison and Priscilla Williams lived in Fairfax
where Priscilla, after retiring from Verizon, worked
as Fairfax County Schools homeless liaison.

Al and Doris Myers’ interest in St. Stephen’s
started with Table Talks in 2012, and for many
years before, they enjoyed the Strawberry
Festivals of St. Stephen’s.

Harrison worked for the F.B.I. and then as an
independent contractor. He likes to fish and he is
a reader, but basically likes boats, machines, his
work shop – anything that moves. Priscilla likes to
read and knit as well as entertain and travel.

They lived in Falls Church, Va. where Al had a
carpentry business for 25 years, and Doris worked
for the RF&P Railroad at Potomac Yard. After
retiring from the railroad, she worked for the
Transportation Communications Union in
Washington, DC. Al also served in the Marine
Corps from 1957 – 1960.

They attended All Saints, Dale City, before moving
here. Now they are involved in several ministries
at St. Stephen’s. Perhaps they were led to St.
Stephens by Connie de Bordenave who is
Harrison’s sister.

They have two sons; one who lives in Halifax, Va.
who has one daughter, and one in King George,
Va. who has one son and two daughters.
At one point in their lives, the Myers had to make a
decision: Move to Jacksonville, Fla. with CSX and
leave Al’s established business, or stay near their
grandchildren, and we know who won – the
grandchildren!

2012 financial Reports

Act Now! Get your 2013
calendar and enter:
“Parish Weekend”
on October 4-5-6, 2013.
Now you won’t forget.

You can request a copy of the church’s yearend financial reports. They are available now,
just contact me and I will be happy to give
them to you. Also, if there are questions
about the reports, I’ll be available.
Betty Dillingham
Church Treasurer
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Frank and Denise McCarthy, of Richmond bought
a second home in Kilmarnock about six years ago.
Not coincidentally, Frank sold his former business
in Richmond and was encouraged to start a home
care (Visiting Angels) group in this area.

Bob and Lou David learned to like the Northern
Neck by driving 100 miles from Vienna or Falls
Church to stay at the Tides Inn. They enjoyed the
scenery and peace of this area.
Bob was a trial lawyer for the U.S. Justice
Department, investigating plane crashes.

His church history shows a careful search.
Baptized at St. James’s Episcopal Church in
Richmond, and a faithful member through the
aftermath of the 1994 fire. Later Frank decided to
move to St. Matthew’s Episcopal which he
describes as evangelical and orthodox. He served
as senior warden there. Over time, Frank discerned
that he would need to leave the Episcopal Church.

When asked what Lou did, Bob said “she raised
our girls beautifully” – an accolade all mothers will
appreciate.
One of the David’s daughters, Aimee, is a marine
biologist in Monterey, California. Kathryn, the
younger daughter is in juvenile oncology at the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, which is not
too far from here.

Frank believes nothing is completely coincidental.
As he started his business and moved to
Kilmarnock, he started coming to St. Stephen’s, a
church whose recent history he knew well. Frank
states that he immediately felt very comfortable and
at home here.
Denise, who was born in the beautiful city of Lyon
France, still works in Richmond as an Export
Coordinator for Richmond based MWV Corp, a
multi-national packaging and paper products
company.
They have learned the distance to the Northern
Neck is not too far.

Editor’s Note:
My thanks to Ruth Franck who
Interviewed our new members
and wrote their bios.
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Lenten Schedule 2013
February 13
February 21
February 28
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28
March 29
March 31

Ash Wednesday worship at 7:00 PM
Lenten Series and Soup Supper 6:00 PM
Lenten Series and Soup Supper 6:00 PM
Lenten Series and Soup Supper 6:00 PM
Lenten Series and Soup Supper 6:00 PM
Lenten Series and Soup Supper 6:00 PM
Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 PM
Good Friday Service 7:00 PM
Easter Sunday worship, 10:00 AM

The 5 Big Ones :
Tough Questions about the Christian Faith
(And Answers)
Feb. 21
Feb. 28
Mar. 7
Mar. 14
Mar. 21

Is the Bible historically accurate?
Is there really only one way to God?
Why does God allow suffering and evil in the world?
How can I accept a church that has been guilty of
such hypocrisy, evil and intolerance?
How can God send good people to Hell?
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We also tithed 10% of our Thrift Shop profits to the
Building Fund. With everything wrapped up from
2012, we began the new year with a balance of
$5,575.86 in our checking account.
At our regular monthly Women’s Meeting in
January, we completed our study of the five
purposes of St. Stephen’s Anglican Church with
Tad de Bordenave leading us in the purpose of
Mission. It being the season of Epiphany, it
seemed to be an appropriate topic to consider and
Tad led us through a provocative presentation,
beginning with the great commission in Matthew’s
Gospel to go out into Jerusalem (the Northern
Neck), Judea (the United States), Samaria (cross
cultural but in near proximity), and the Ends of the
Earth (distant as in the case of the Fulani). Tad
told us that God’s heart is broken for those places
where there is an absence of His love and it is St.
Stephen’s Mission to be witnesses to the world of
this love. He urged us to see God’s priorities and
let them unsettle us to create an energy in the life
of the church to reach out in love to those people
that have not heard about Jesus as the Light of the
World. Many thanks go out to Tad for a wonderful
meeting which blessed us all and stretched us to
look beyond our comfort zone and have a greater
view of God’s world and His creation. Tad brought
along Frank McCarthy who is serving as the
Missions Coordinator for the Vestry and we were
grateful for his participation.

The Women’s Leadership Team met early in
January to plan on the dates and activities for
2013. Our meetings will be as follows:
Monday, February 18 at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, March 16 – Spring Tea
Thursday, April 18 at 10:30
Thursday, May 16 at 10:30
Saturday, June 22 – Potluck Picnic.
In addition, a summer retreat will be planned
either in late July or early August. Then in
September, we hope to have a Fashion Show with
clothes from the Thrift Shop.
At the Leadership meeting, we accepted Elaine
Price’s resignation from our Team because she is
now serving on the Vestry. For this year, Mary
Swann will act as our liaison with the Vestry. We
also voted to pay the remaining items for our
outreach from the 2012 budget, and for that year
we gave away $12,700.00.
Local recipients were:

This month we will meet on Monday, February 18 th
since Thursday of the week we would normally
meet is the start of the Lenten Series and Soup
Suppers. As usual we will gather around 10:30
a.m. on the 18th and have a surprise program
followed by lunch together. Please mark your
calendars now and more information will be
forthcoming in the weeks ahead.

Family Development Center, Warsaw $ 50
Gleamers & Blenders, Burgess 1,500
Hospice Support Services 1,000
Northern Neck Food Bank 500
The Link 150
Northern Neck Free Health Clinic 1,000
The Haven 500
Callao Fire Department 500
Mid-County Rescue Squad 500
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 250
Northumberland Red Cross 250

Blessings and love,
Donna Soule

In addition, we supported the following:
Stephen Joslyn Scholarship $1,000
Mityana Wedding Dresses 1,000
Constance McDearmon Trip to India 1,000
Mochamps Mission to New Hampshire 1,500
Mityana Mother’s Union 2,000
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What is God Doing
Among the Fulani ?

Good News Club
Recently, four members of St. Stephen’s attended a
meeting of local Christians interested in bringing a
Good News Club to Northumberland Elementary
School. The meeting was organized by members of
the United Methodist church who, like the
congregation of St. Stephen’s, have been praying
hard for a way to evangelize children. It was
attended by pastors and lay people from eleven area
churches including Smithland Baptist, Zion Baptist,
Tibitha Church of God, St. Stephen’s Anglican,
Fairfields Baptist, Wicomico United Methodist,
Fairfields United Methodist, Galilee United Methodist,
Victory Faith Christian Center, Rehoboth United
Methodist, and Mila United Methodist.

It appears that God is busy answering our weekly
prayers for the Fulani.
On Sunday, Feb. 6, 2013, Constance
McDearmon gave thanks for the great numbers
of Fulani conversions. This piqued my interest,
of course, so I contacted Constance to get her
source, and she graciously supplied me with a
copy of the article from the Jan/Feb issue of
Mission Frontiers.
In this issue was an article written by Mumin
abdal Masih, a trainer and mentor-coach for
Church Planting Movements among unreached
peoples. He is a Fulani and has the dream of
seeing any Fulani Christian become a
missionary. Part of his article had the header,
“What God is Doing among the Fulani.” Here is
the information that followed.

The Good News Club is a weekly after school
program, usually held in the school, which teaches
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to willing children using a
colorful, action-packed curriculum of Bible lessons,
songs, games, missions stories, and memory verses.
A 2001 U.S. Supreme Court ruling cleared the way
for this ministry saying that Good News Clubs can
meet in public schools after school hours on the
same terms as other community groups. A Good
News Club was established at Lancaster Primary
School last fall.

“We now see initial breakthroughs or sprouts of
church Planting Movements among the Fulani in
several countries in Africa. More than 35 Fulani
missionaries are reaching out to their own people
and planting churches. Through one project
launched in 2009 we have seen 542 churches
planted in 11 countries, and in three of these
countries there are more than 100 churches.

Good News Clubs are a ministry of Child Evangelism
Fellowship (CEF) which was founded in 1937 and
currently operates in over 155 countries. CEF
provides administration and teacher training, all
materials, liability insurance, and legal assistance, if
needed.

God is using scriptural principles of Church
Planting Movements, and agencies such as City
Team International, to make a difference among
the Fulani. I believe that as more non-Fulani
missionaries (Western, African, Asian, Latino,
etc.) and Fulani Christians join together to
implement Church Planting Movement principles
among the Fulani, we will see God changing the
spiritual landscape. We will see disciples of
Christ emerging and changing the spiritual
landscape of Africa as the Fulani did centuries
ago.”

Good News Club participants are encouraged to
attend a local church.
According to a nationwide survey, most people come
to faith in Jesus Christ before the age of fourteen.
Think about how old you were when you became a
Christian and who helped you along the way. As you
thank God for those people, please remember the
unchurched children in our community who need
someone to help them too.
For more information about this exciting new ministry
and the role St. Stephen’s will play in it, please
contact any of us who attended the meeting:
Constance McDearmon, Melinda Floom, Susan
Thomas and Margaret Radcliffe, or any of the others
who have expressed considerable interest including
the Rev. Jeff Cerar, Lucy Logan, Jim Conley, and
Jeanne Hickey.

Prayer Request: Please pray for Mumin abdal
Masih and ask God to fulfill his dream of
se ei ng
Ful ani
Chris tia ns
bec ome
missionaries.
Melinda Floom
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Coffee Hour

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Ushers
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb. 24
Mar. 3

Susan Thomas & Constance
McDearmon
Lynn & Howard York
Tony Blackstone & Bill Tracey
Gayle & Sam Marston
Ben Ward & Bob David

Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb. 24
Mar. 3

Elaine and Tom Price
Charlaine and Bill Andrulot
Barbara and Bill Ressler

Feb. 8
Feb. 11
Feb. 12
Feb. 14
Feb. 16
Feb. 20
Feb. 21
Feb. 28

Brian Hart, Bill Sussman
Barbara Seed, Barbara Ressler
Judy Rasberry, David Gwaltney
Allen Haley
Randy Smith
Todd Lewis, Nina Martin
George Beckett
Lou David

Feb. 11

Ruth and Charlie Franck

Acolytes
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb. 24
Mar. 3

Chris Cralle
Marley Kimmitt
Emma Saunders
Caitlyn Cralle
Jennifer Radcliffe

Lesson Readers
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb. 24
Mar. 3

Jim Conley (L)
Lyn Conley (P)
Margaret Radcliffe (L)
Bill Tracey (P)
Priscilla Williams (L)
Howard York (P)
Charlaine Andrulot (L)
Tony Blackstone (P)
Marie Carstensen (L)
Betty Dillingham (P)

Eucharistic Ministers
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb. 24
Mar. 3

Suzy Norman & Frank McCarthy
Priscilla & Harrison Williams
Charlie Franck & Constance
McDearmon
Tony Blackstone & Suzy Norman
Elaine Price & Frank McCarthy

Altar Guild
February
March

Sally Custer & Marion Mitchell
Lucy Logan & Priscilla Williams

Greeters
February
March

Charlaine and Bill Andrulot
Ruth and Charlie Franck

Altar Rail Ministers
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb. 24
Mar. 3

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this
woman may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love
and peace with you and one another all the days of
their lives. Amen.

George Beckett & Suzy Norman
Brian Hart & Susan Thomas
Tad de Bordenave & Lynne Cerar
Jim Conley & Marion Mitchell
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ST. STEPHEN’S WITNESS
PRAYER SHAWLS are knitted by members of our congregation to be given to friends, family and
members for comfort during a difficult time they are experiencing. The yarn is soft and the colors
muted. A prayer card is enclosed, which was drawn by our youth and the message written by our
Rector, Jeffrey. Once the shawl is selected, Jeffrey and those giving it, bless it. The person giving the
shawl, takes it to the person to be comforted.
This ministry has been in existence for several years and many recipients have written to express their
feeling of warmth and healing. If you would like to give a shawl to someone, please let Mary Swann
know and if you would like to knit or crochet shawls, please contact Lynn York.
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