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Come join us as 
St. Stephen’s hosts the second 

Table Talk 
on 

Russia 
Friday, January 18 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Read about our speaker 
on page 2  
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A Christmas 
Note  from  
the Pastor 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. Stephen’s, 

 

 Lynne and I send you Christmas wishes, and 

hopes for a blessed New Year.  This is our 17th 

Christmas with you.  It has been a time of joy, love 

and adventure.  God has done exciting things in our 

midst, and it is a great privilege to be your pastor.  I 

look forward with high hopes to what 2013 holds in 

store for us.  May God continue to show us His love 

and favor, and may we live a life worthy of the 

calling we have received. (Ephesians 4:1)  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Jeffrey 

 
 
Dear Friends, 

 

My heartfelt thanks go to all of you for your cards, 

phone calls, kind words of encouragement, and 

prayers during the recent death of my mother and 

time of grieving. Many of you attended the funeral 

service and I felt so loved and supported to have you 

there. Some of you provided food for the reception 

which was a big help. Suzy and Jeff were so dear to 

come and be with my family at the bedside during 

those final days. Donna organized help for the 

reception taking this completely off my list of 

worries.  
 

When someone has dementia, the loss is gradual 

and constant over time and I now feel greatly 

relieved that my mother is finally with the Lord and 

with my dad. It is a new season for me, but I am so 

grateful to be in a church family that remains so 

closely knitted together, encouraging, supporting, 

and loving one another, as we share our faith and 

hope in the one Lord, Jesus Christ. Praise be to God 

for each of you! 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Mary 
 

Table Talk 
 
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
will host the second Table Talk 
on Russia on Friday, January 
18th, 2013 at 6:30pm. These 
Table Talks are open to the 
public and are intended to help 
us all realize the many and 
varied ways that Christ is alive 
throughout the world. 
 
In addition to an authentic 
Russian meal prepared by the 

“Levites” of St. Stephen’s, we invite an expert of the 
subject to come and share his views with us. For 
this Table Talk we are honored to have an 
authentic Russian priest, Father Michael Meerson 
as our speaker. 
 
Fr. Meerson was born in Communist Russia.  As he 
grew into manhood, he rejected the principles of 
Communism and fled Russia to avoid 
imprisonment, and came to America. In 1978 he 
graduated from Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox 
Theological Seminary (Yonkers, NY), and in 1984 
became the parish rector of Christ the Savior 
Orthodox Church in New York City.  That church is 
part of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) 
Diocese of New York and New Jersey.  Fr. 
Meerson is a gifted author and scholar, holding a 
PhD in Theology.  
  
He will discuss his views of Russia past and 
present, and will review the fundamental beliefs of 
the Russian Orthodox Church and the role that the 
Orthodox Church in America is taking as a partner 
to the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA).   
 
Be sure to sign-up early for what will prove to be a 

fascinating evening. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral visit of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Jonah 

(L) to Christ our Savior Orthodox Church in NYC and 

Pastor Fr. Michael Meerson (R) 
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Dear Ladies, 
 
The women of St Stephen’s continued to look at 
the five purposes of St. Stephen’s Anglican 
Church in December and zeroed in on the 
purpose of fellowship.  Thirty of our women 
gathered at the Kilmarnock Inn on Saturday, 
December 15

th
 to enjoy a wonderful meal together 

and to experience fellowship around the tables.  
Mary Swann gave a beautiful meditation, we read 
an Advent prayer together, and then as we were 
enjoying our meal, Ed Arrington and Morris 
Dillingham graced our time by playing Christmas 
carols in our midst.  These talented men took the 
initiative in offering to do this and we thank them 
for their sweet gift of time and talent.  It was a 
lovely occasion for sisters in Christ to step aside 
for a little while from the busyness of the season 
and to bask in the love we have for one another.  
Occasions like this cause our love to increase all 
the more and as God’s love shines into our 
hearts, we become united with each other and 
strengthened with the fragrance of Christ to go 
out into the world and shine with the light of 
Jesus. 
 
The second and very joyful occasion of fellowship 
came the very next day when scores of women 
arrived at church with their arms laden with 
dozens of cookies in preparation for our first ever 
Cookie Walk.  What a wonderful day it was, and it 
generated great enthusiasm when after our 
beautiful time of worship, people lined up to get a 
box and to fill it with holiday treats!  We thank all 
the women for joyfully bringing their cookies, 
buying them back again and giving the 
congregation the opportunity to walk away with a 
ready-made gift to give to friends and family.  
Special thanks are due Corinne Anthony for 
orchestrating this event and having the faith that it 
would be an excellent fund raiser which netted the 
women $341.00.  This was indeed an amazing 
day of fellowship for our church, and we thank the 
congregation for joyfully supporting the women in 
this endeavor. 
  

As we enter into the year 2013, the Women’s 
Leadership Team will meet on January 7

th
 to make 

plans for the months ahead.  At our regular 
monthly meeting and luncheon on Thursday, 
January 17

th
 we will consider the final purpose of 

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church which is Mission.  I 
hope many of you will come out for this important 
discussion for our lives as a church family.  We 
have a wonderful opportunity to reach out with the 
love of Christ at our Thrift Shop and Prayer Room.  
Also, at that meeting we will announce the final 
distribution of funds for the year 2012.  God has 
blessed us enormously over the past twelve 
months, and I am honored and humbled to serve 
as your president. 
 
As we move into 2013 and the season of 
Epiphany, may your love of Christ shine forth from 
your hearts into the world.  I send you all my very 
best wishes for a healthy, peaceful and joy-filled 
New Year. 
 
Blessings and love, 
Donna Soule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rappahannock River Ringers, an ecumenical 
handbell choir based at Kilmarnock United 
Methodist Church, will play during the 10 o'clock 
worship service at St. Stephen's Anglican on 
January 13, 2013. The bell choir is comprised of 
individuals from many different denominations and 
with varied musical experience. They have a 3 1/2 
octave set of Malmark handbells and 3 octaves of 
Malmark handchimes. The choir was started in 
1994 by Lyn Conley and Sandi Ward is a recent 
addition to their membership. 

 Happy moments, praise God. 

 Difficult moments, seek God. 

 Quiet moments, worship God. 

 Painful moments, trust God. 

 Every moment, thank God. 
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Spiritual Friends Happenings 
 

Reminder: It is time to mark your calendars 
 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

12:00 noon at Brinkley Hall in the Living Room 

Speaker: Donna Soule, "Transformation of Loss" 

It is an uplifting story of losses illuminating her 

life and soul with joy 

Please bring salad or dessert to share 

 

Sunday, February 24, 2013, Matinee, 3:00 pm  

The Westmoreland Players Theatre 

STEEL MAGNOLIAS by Robert Harling 

Cost $20.00, 10% discount for GROUPS of 15 

Lunch before play at Luna Restaurant, Callao 

RSVP no later than January 11, 2013 

804-436-0113 or  

 

OUR MISSION: To provide a supportive 

community for single adults,  

enabling them to strengthen their faith, enjoy 

social events and en- 

gage in meaningful conversation.  

 

 
+ + + + +  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Act Now!  Get your 2013 

calendar and enter: 

 “Parish Weekend”  

onto October 4-5-6, 2013.  

Now you won’t forget. 

Altar Guild Notes 
 

As our calendar year comes to a close, I want to take 

this opportunity to thank all of the Altar Guild 

members for their very dedicated service. You work 

behind the scenes in faithful service that so 

enhances our worship services. Thank you all so 

very much. Generally our members/teams work for a 

month at a time. Then in December some of our 

members who have already served for a month 

volunteer to take one of the Sundays in December, a 

sort of double-duty!  

 

And hasn’t the church looked lovely this past month 

of December as we awaited the coming of our Lord? 

Our temporary location has brought forth so many 

talented folks who have given very generously of 

their time and talents. I would like to especially 

mention those who have helped out during our 

Advent season.  

 

First of all, Lucy Logan has again made the beautiful 

altar hangings that we have been using and will use 

again during Lent. She and Judy LeHardy were our 

first team this month. Susan Thomas stepped up for 

the second week to give us a hand. Sally Custer and 

Ruth Franck worked the next week as the manger 

scene became part of our worship. The last week 

Virginia and Laddie Townshend, Judy Raspberry and 

Susan Thomas worked to decorate the church for our 

fourth Sunday and for Christmas Eve. Special thanks 

go to Gayle Marston for making the lovely Advent 

wreath and to Bill Henson for his generous donation 

of magnolia.  

 

I think that any of our members will tell you that there 

is something very special in serving at the altar. All 

are welcome, including the gentlemen, to join our 

group and we would very much love to have you as a 

new member. Training is provided and new members 

always work with an experienced member. If you 

would like to be a part of this special ministry, please 

let me know. I look forward to answering any 

questions you may have.  

 

Priscilla Williams  
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New Wineskins 
for Global Mission 2013 

 
This is an invitation for you to consider attending 
the next conference of the New Wineskins 
Missionary Network which is scheduled on April 4-
7, 2013 in Ridgecrest, NC. This conference is an 
opportunity to look through a window to the 
worldwide Christian movement from an Anglican 
perspective. Three years ago at the last 
conference, I was able to attend with several 
members of St. Stephen’s. We were inspired, 
encouraged and educated about what is happening 
all over the world. There were workshops, daily 
Bible study, awesome worship, good food, and 
comfortable accommodations. Regardless of your 
involvement with worldwide mission, you will come 
away excited, uplifted and moved by what God is 
doing around the globe. 
 
The purpose is to gather together over 900 
participants from the USA and countries all over the 
world to “inspire and equip clergy, lay leaders, 
youth ministers, potential missionaries, and entire 
congregations to fulfill the Great Commission and 
make disciples of all nations.” If you find yourself 
discouraged by what you see in the Christian 
church in this country, then perhaps this 
conference is for you at this time. The conference 
is a crash course in what is going on in the 
Christian church worldwide. It is important for all of 
us to grasp the bigger perspective of what God is 
doing. 
 
The conference registration is $225 per person plus 
the cost of lodging, meals and gas. We are 
fortunate in that Ridgecrest is within driving 
distance.  I’ve reserved a couple of rooms because 
they fill up, but we have until February to decide on 
those rooms. There will be a brochure and list of 
workshops posted on the church bulletin board. 
Please pray about this and see if God is calling you 
to learn more about the Global Mission Movement 
in the Anglican Church. Speak to me, or to Jeff, if 
you are interested or have questions. It is a 
wonderful opportunity! 
 
Mary Swann 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas has arrived early at St. Stephen’s! A 
few weeks ago, we ordered the entire set of THE 
BIBLE SPEAKS TODAY, OLD and NEW 
TESTAMENT, edited by J. A. Motyer and John 
Stott and published by Inter-Varsity Press. The 
word is the books are in! This series, consisting of 
fifty-one books, has been described as “biblically 
accurate….thoroughly readable…and lifechang-
ing.” It was immensely helpful to us in our 
previous location and will be a useful resource for 
years to come. Our shelf space is limited in our 
temporary location, but there is room for this 
marvelous set of books.  
 
Please visit our fledgling library located in the 
room next to Jeffrey’s office in the basement of 
First Baptist Church. Hopefully, the library will be 
operational some time in January - in time for 
Lenten reading.  
 
Also, please let me know if you are interested in 
helping with the library. Jobs abound!  
 
We had a wonderful library at our old location and 
we will have a wonderful library again…soon. 
Jehovah Jirah!  
 
Margaret Radcliffe  
 
Please note: We currently don’t have room to 
shelve or store all the books you may want to 
donate to the library. Please hold-off a little 
longer, or contact me with information about your 
donations. Thank you.  

 

The nicest place to be is in someone's thoughts,  
the safest place to be is in someone's prayers, 
and the very best place to be is ........ 
in the hands of God.  
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Introducing Steve and Nancy 
Brown, Anglican missionaries 

to the Fulani 
 
Steve and Nancy are members of The Falls 
Church and have served in Niger for several 
years. They work among the Fulbe people, one of 
the names for the very large Fulani tribe. What 
follows are a couple of excerpts from recent 
newsletters. They give background to life of 
Virginians in Niger and the work being done 
among the Fulani of Niger. 
 
Niger is an amazing country, an island of peace in 
this West African region, where many surrounding 
countries have been in the midst of violent 
upheaval for months or years by these same 
groups. Niger has a remarkable consensus for 
peace among its people. It makes me glad to be 
here. 
 
I see ultimately much good coming out of these 
worldwide events for the glory of Christ, and his 
broader acceptance and following. The reason I 
say this is that with all the complexity of 
international events and of different cultures and 
religions having different legitimate positions, the 
simple question, "Is there something wrong with 
this picture?" will still prevail in many thousands, 
even millions of hearts and minds in the months 
and years to come. When I write this, it makes me 
even more glad to be here, not where it seems, 
perhaps, to be the safest conceivable place, but a 
place where the need is great, and where the 
spiritual water is deep. 
 
Nancy and I are in Galmi, the site of an SIM 
hospital about a 4-hour drive west of Maradi and 6 
hours west-southwest of Dakoro. We are in a 
period of studying the Hausa language with an 
experienced Hausa teacher who has come from 
Canada. It is going well.  
 
I am excited to tell you about some opportunities 
that have come up to use oral Bible storytelling 
here at Galmi. Last Sunday, it was my turn to take 
the Sunday worship and I chose to use it to tell 
the story of Peter and John healing the crippled 
man at the Jerusalem temple right after 
Pentecost. ("Silver and gold I do not have, but 

what I have I give to you. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.") It was a joy 
to do the story and to have it so well received. 
Many were excited and asked to know more 
about telling stories in this way. This morning I 
told the story at the Galmi Day School, and 
enjoyed watching 3 sets of kids come up to tell 
the story themselves. 
 
In future newsletters we will hear directly from the 
Browns and continue to learn about the Fulani 
through their eyes.  
 
Tad deBordenave 
 
 

 
Offering Envelopes for 2013 
are available on a table in 
Brinkley Hall. There is a sign-
up sheet for you to indicate 
what box number you took. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Thrift Shop is one of God’s blessings. He 
has provided us with LOTS of quality donations, 
many wonderful customers and excellent 
managers. We have  cheerful volunteers and now 
we have a prayer room. We’re still working out the 
way we will use this room, but it will be for God’s 
glory. 
 
We are losing some of our volunteers to the 
sunny south for several months so we could use 
some additional help. If you could sign up for one 
day a week or every other week or even once a 
month, it would be appreciated. And, if you 
happen to drive past the shop and you have time, 
stop in and see if  they need any help. Maybe a 
trip to the dump, or  sorting clothes, or whatever! 
Thanks for your help.       -Suzy Norman 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
Jan.  6 Bobby Edmonds, Marie Carstensen 
Jan. 13 Bev and Brain Hart 
Jan. 20 Anna and Pat Brennan 
Jan. 27 Charlaine and Bill Andrulot 
Feb. 3  Susan Thomas and 
  Constance McDearmon  
 

Acolytes 
Jan.  6 Emma Saunders 
Jan. 13 Caitlyn Cralle  
Jan. 20 Jennifer Radcliffe 
Jan. 27 Sarah Saunders 
Feb. 3  Chris Cralle 
 

Lesson Readers  
Jan.  6 Betty Dillingham (L) 
  Jeanne Hickey (P) 
Jan. 13 Judy LeHardy (L) 
  Ward LeHardy (P) 
Jan. 20 Todd Lewis (L) 
  Langley Lewis (P) 
Jan. 27 Frank McCarthy (L) 
  Julie Pritchard (P) 
Feb. 3  Jim Conley 
  Lyn Conley (P) 
 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Jan.  6 Elaine Price and Frank McCarthy 
Jan. 13 Ward LeHardy 
  Constance McDearmon   
Jan. 20 Priscilla and Harrison Williams  
Jan. 27 Elaine Price and Charlie Franck 
Feb. 3  Suzy Norman and Frank McCarthy 
 

Altar Guild  

Jan.  Lyn York, Priscilla Williams and 
  Doris Myers  
Feb.  Sally Custer, Marion Mitchell 
 

Greeters 
Jan.  Sandi and Ben Ward 
Feb.  Charlaine and Bill Andrulot 
 

Coffee Hour 
 

Jan.   6 
Jan. 13 
Jan. 20 
Jan. 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Jan.   1 Max Knight 
Jan.   2 Bev Hart, Patty Sherman 
Jan.   4 Pauline Edmonds, Steve Proctor 
Jan.   5 Doris Myers 
Jan.   6 Brooke Read, Caitlyn Cralle 
Jan.   8 Ellie Knight 
Jan. 10 Patricia Brennan 
Jan. 16 Glenice Coombs 
Jan. 17 Gail Gillan 
Jan. 18 Elaine Price 
Jan. 19 Al Myers 
Jan. 24 Sam Marston 
Jan. 27 Charlie Wrightson, Val Hutchison, 
  Bill Tracey 
Jan. 29 Irene Haley 
Jan. 31 Ingrid Manson 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan. 15  Marie and Al Carstensen 
Jan. 24 Lynn and Howard York 
Jan. 25  Phyllis and Walt TeStrake 

 
O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 

woman may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 

and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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Away in a Manger  
 
At a recent Monday Morning Children’s Bible Story Time, five little children ages one to six took turns 
posing and playing with the Baby Jesus, asleep on the hay (see photos below and on display in the 
entrance hall at St. Stephen’s). Then they celebrated Jesus’ birthday with cupcakes and games of 
Musical Chairs, Pin the Star on the Stable, and a Christmas Bucket Toss. They marched up the stairs 
singing “Go Tell It on the Mountain”, then settled on the blanket to hear the Christmas story told again 
by Miss Constance with the help of some super children’s Bible books. Hugs and gifts rounded out the 
morning. Special thanks to Jim Logan for the (perfect!) manger he made several years ago and to Ben 
Ward for the straw. And to Susan Thomas for her ready assistance.  -Margaret Radcliffe 
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