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At the Women’s Picnic on 
Saturday, June 9th 

Leslie Jeffress 
and Linda Krisman 

were honored for their 
dedicated service to our  

Thrift Shop, especially during 
the move to our new building. 

Bless you, dear ladies! 
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JEFFREY’S JOURNAL 
 

Who Are We? 
 
 Some weeks 
ago, it was suggested 
to me that our 
congregation needs to 
figure out who we are, 

now that we are no longer the historical 
congregation who built the church building in 
Heathsville in 1874. These observations triggered 
in me a process of thinking and praying that have 
brought me great clarity on the matter. My 
answer to the question “Who are we?” is, in brief:  
we are a congregation that proclaims an 
uncompromised Gospel.  There was a time when 
that was a given for a Christian congregation, but 
sadly, that is not so today. A congregation who 
proclaims an uncompromised Gospel is known 
for that, and people who come to be a part of 
what that group of Christians does are drawn by 
that distinctive character.  We never were defined 
by the property in which we formerly resided.  
What caused us to take our costly stand that has 
resulted in leaving that property was our 
proclamation of an uncompromised Gospel.  That 
is what defines who we are. 
 
 Our mission statement is, “to know Christ 
and to make Him known to others.” In my praying 
and thinking about this over these past couple of 
months, I have been led to embellish our mission 
statement slightly.  It is not quite as catchy, and it 
doesn’t fit on a T-shirt very well, but this captures 
my vision for what St. Stephen’s mission is, and 
what we should be all about.  I see our God-given 
task as being this:  joyfully to show and share 
the love and truth of Jesus. 
 
 It is not only the love of Jesus that we 
proclaim, but His truth as well. The whole Bible 
points toward Jesus, and toward the will of the 
Father who sent Jesus to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. He did it because He 
loves every person whom He made.  And He did 
it because without His saving grace we would be 
hopelessly lost. There are aspects of that truth   
that are not being proclaimed today by people 
who claim to speak for Christ.  So knowing Christ 
and making Him known to others involves 
proclaiming His truth. 

 Making Christ known to others also 
includes not only proclaiming to them, but also 
loving them.  And it involves not only what we say 
and do toward our neighbors, but also how we 
live together, visibly transformed by the love and 
truth of Jesus.  Our interaction as a congregation 
is a powerful witness. That’s why I use the 
phrase, “to show and to share.” 
 And finally, why is it important to include 
the word “joyfully?” It is important that our witness 
be joyful, because of the incredible blessings God 
has given us:   
 
•being intimate with Jesus;  
•having the gift of one another in this 

community of faith, to love, encourage, 
challenge and support each other;  

•the privilege of sharing in God’s great work of 
redeeming the world; 

•and the power of the Holy Spirit to make it 
possible for us to please God.   

 
 We have some wonderful ministries at St. 
Stephen’s, which show our dedication to the 
Great Commission. We reach out locally, 
nationally and to the ends of the earth.  (See the 
list in this newsletter.) Our move has not 
displaced any of these ministries.  As always, we 
continue to evaluate how we spend our time and 
resources, so that in all we do, our focus will be 
on joyfully showing and sharing the truth and love 
of Jesus. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Jeffrey O. Cerar, Rector 
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Dear St. Stephen’s Family: 
 Thank you for your prayers. It was nice to be 
thought of. 

Smitty 
 

 I would like to thank everyone for their many 
kindnesses during my recovery from back surgery. 
Your calls, cards and especially prayers have 
sustained Priscilla and me. Knowing that so many 
were praying for me has been a blessing and 
encouragement.  

Harrison Williams 
 
 

Dear Women of St. Stephens Anglican Church,  
 Once again I find myself thanking you all for 
what you do automatically. First, thank you for 
inviting me to your great picnic. It was very moving 
and also such a good opportunity to meet some of 
the women for the first time. And, of course, the food 
was unbelievable. I have always said that if only two 
of you met on the street you would sit down and 
share a meal that you just happened to have with 
you. Not a bad thing.  
 Second, your accolades and generosity were 
overwhelming. But as usual I feel that I should be 
thanking you all for the opportunity to work for you 
and with you. I feel that together we have made the 
thrift shop something that you can be proud of and 
the community is served in the way that you wanted 
from the beginning.  
 Hopefully, together we can continue to think 
of new and better ways to improve. Personally, I am 
looking forward to a fall fashion show. Thank you 
again from the bottom of my heart.  

Love, Linda  
P.S. Mike also thanks you but was very disappointed 
that he couldn't attend. But don't worry I think he 
just knew that the food was going to be awesome.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   AA Chance to Tour Israel   
                               
While at the ACNA Assembly in North Carolina, I 
met Dr. Theresa Newell, USA Board Chairman 
for CMJ (The Church's Ministry among Jewish 
People), with headquarters in Sewickley, Pa.  
 
Besides reaching out to Jewish believers in the 
USA, Theresa conducts "Study Tours" to Israel, 
and the next one will be November 4-15, 2012.  I 
told her that I would make it known to our 
congregation that it is not too late to sign up. You 
can learn more at her website, theresa@cmj-
usa.org, or pick up one of her newsletters, 
Heart's Cry, at the church. 
 

Judy LeHardy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Women of St. Stephen’s, 
I wasn’t sure about going to the picnic, because I 
usually avoid socializing—but I was so warmly 
welcomed that I had no time to be nervous! I am 
really grateful to all of you for hosting such a 
delightful event, and for standing by me for the 
past 12 years. The ice-breaker was fun and I 
enjoyed talking to the women of FBC. And my gift 
certificate! WOW! I am so thankful—and so are my 
piggies. Thank you from my head to my toes! 
Love, 
Leslie  
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SSenior Warden Report 
 
“Then have them 
make a sanctuary 
for me and I will 
d w e l l  a m o n g 
them”  (Exodus 
25:8).  God told 
David, “Your son 
who I put on the 
throne in your place 

will build the temple in my name” 1 Kings 5:5). 
God has been directing man to build temples, 
sanctuaries and churches in His name for a very 
long time. And it looks like St. Stephen’s Anglican 
is ready to build the next church for God. 
 
Thank you for attending the congregational 
meeting Sunday and participating in the 
discussion concerning our future.   We embarked 
on this journey six and a half years ago when we 
voted to depart the Episcopal Church. Now we 
have a much clearer vision because God has 
caused so many things to have fallen into place: 
 
 
•We were led to a small farm on Route 360 

that was not for sale at the time; 
nevertheless, the owner agreed to sell 
when he learned the property would be 
used to build a church.  
 

•A relative of one of our members, who is in 
the construction business, volunteered to 
clear the land without charge.   

  
•When we reviewed our financial situation 

after the settlement with the Episcopal 
Church, we found that we have 
considerable disposable cash that can be 
invested in the purchase of land and 
construction. 

 
The settlement of the Episcopal lawsuit left us 
with financial assets that we did not expect and 
gives us a strong position to start the building 
process. 
 
We asked for volunteers to serve on the Building 
Committee and help define requirements for the 
new church building. Thirteen church members 

volunteered including: Tony Blackstone, Bill 
Bloom, Charlie Franck, Dixie Goertemiller, 
George Kranda, Suzy Norman, Stan Rasberry, 
Dick Seed, Herb Smith, Laddie Townshend, Ben 
Ward and Harrison Williams. These fellow 
Christians will develop plans, recommendations, 
and guidance for the vestry.  Please thank them 
for their work and provide them your thoughts 
and ideas.  The more know-how and experience 
we have working on this huge task the better. 
 
We have submitted to the vestry an offer to 
purchase the land.  If approved at this week’s 
vestry meeting, the offer will go to the seller 
shortly thereafter. 
    
Ward and Judy LeHardy will lead the fund- 
raising effort, and the Women of the Church are 
working on several fund raising events. 
 
We do need your prayers that the land owner will 
agree to sell at a reasonable price.   
 

In Christ, 
George 

 

 

Attention Women 
Mark your calendars 

for a 
Women’s One-Day Retreat 

Saturday, August 18th 
at 

Wellspring 
 

More information  
to follow 

Check Women’s Ministry display 
In O.A. Brinkley Hall 
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In Memoriam  
William John Cowart, Jr.  

September 23, 1918 - March 14, 2012  
A Man who Aged Gracefully  

 
I was at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury recently and thought again how much I will miss 
John Cowart. I’m sure I’m not alone in thinking thus; he lived a long time and had many friends, and in 
his later years, his scooter provided the mobility he needed to visit them. As I walked the halls of RW-
C, I would smile when I saw his scooter parked at various locations, easily recognizable with its VMI 
hat on the handle bars and Retired Military Officers Association magazines in the basket. I find myself 
wishing I had talked to John more about the early days at his “home place” near Lottsburg and St. 
Stephen’s, but of course, conversation had become increasingly difficult as his hearing diminished. I 
have very fond memories of him, however. We had numerous lunch dates, most of them with April 
Kranda, and most of them at The Great Fortune restaurant in Kilmarnock. Over egg drop soup and an 
egg roll, John would reminisce about his boyhood - driving the school bus, teaching Sunday school at 
Melrose Methodist Church (his mother’s church), as well as his years at VMI, his extensive family, and 
his beloved wife, Jean, to whom he was devoted. I sat beside or near him at St. Stephen’s often and 
enjoyed his robust singing and warm handshake. And I had the pleasure of sitting with him at the 
Memorial Day service at Historic Christ Church on several occasions. John Cowart was a faithful man 
- faithful to God, his family, and his country. To decorate his birthday cake last September (with 
Leslie’s help), I put miniature toothpick flags on it - American, VMI, Army, and Christian flags - to 
honor those institutions and relationships that meant so much to him and was pleased when he 
pocketed the flags, crumbs and all, after eating his piece of cake.  
 
John Cowart was a fine Christian gentleman, always polite, respectful, interested, and interesting. He 
routinely inquired after my children, especially my son John, and he was intensely interested in the 
events leading up to our congregational vote to leave the Episcopal Church. My lasting memories will 
be many, but especially these: John walking slowly but determinedly up to the altar to receive Holy 
Communion and the smile on his face at his 93rd birthday party, surrounded by family and friends, 
singing hymns of praise to God. 
 

Margaret Radcliffe 
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RReport on the ACNA 
Provincial Assembly 

June 17th, 2012  
 
Last week Jeff, Judy and I and Joy Gwaltney (as 
the official photographer) attended the 2nd 
assembly of the Anglican Church in North America 
(ACNA). I was a Delegate from our Diocese and 
specifically to the ACNA Provincial Council 
meeting at Ridgecrest, NC. The Anglican Province 
includes all of North America (USA and Canada 
and even Cuba!), and is led by Archbishop Bob 
Duncan of Pittsburgh.  
 
On the first day only the Provincial Council met. 
The Provincial Council is made up of about 120 
clergy and lay persons, including about four from 
each Diocese, and they meet once a year. This 
year we discussed and voted on admitting to 
ACNA a new Diocese (the Diocese of the 
Carolinas) and we discussed and voted on 
modifications to the ACNA Constitution and 
Canons. These documents are very reasonable 
guidelines for the Dioceses and congregations of 
ACNA, not rigid rules from on high.  
 
On the following three days the entire assembly 
met, with more than 700 attending, including seven 
Anglican Archbishops from places as far away as 
Brazil and Rwanda. Also about 100 Bishops from 
the US, Canada, and other parts of the world 
attended. And many young people were there, 
some as delegates…a great sign that the future of 
ACNA will be in good hands.  
 
This year’s assembly was focused on three main 
aims:  
 
 Captivating Disciples;  
 Multiplying Congregations; and  
 Transforming Communities.  
 
To explain and promote those aims we heard from 
some inspiring and gifted speakers in large 
sessions and in small work groups. There were 
three worship services each day. The opening 
Eucharist was led by Archbishop Duncan who 
spoke of the need for all of us to be a light for 
others as we are “plugged in” to the transforming 
love of Jesus; the closing Eucharist led by our 
bishop, John Guernsey who spoke of the 

challenges ahead that will produce character as 
we continue to take a stand for Jesus. In addition 
there were inspiring Bible studies on the book of 
Isaiah each morning led by the designated bishop 
of Singapore.  
 
As ACNA grows, we are finding many other 
denominations and organizations have the same 
concerns we do, and love Jesus and respect the 
authority of the Bible. Some of these partners in 
our journey were represented at the assembly and 
included: the Orthodox Church Association (OCA); 
the Roman Catholic Church; the National 
Association of Lutheran Churches (NALC); the 
Lutheran Church of the Missouri Synod (LCMS); 
the Non-Geographic Diocese Movement; the 
National Association of Evangelicals; the Anglican 
Frontier Mission; the Messianic Jewish Churches 
(CMJ); the Polish National Catholic Church 
(PNCC); and congregations from the former 
Anglican Mission in America (AMiA).  
 
As their representatives spoke, many used 
phrases like, “We are really twins…maybe not 
identical but surely fraternal.”…or… “It’s like we 
are living together, but in a duplex.”…or…. “We’re 
not the same but not really that much different 
since we are all focused on making God and Christ 
the center of our efforts…based on the authority of 
the Bible.”  
 
At all of the services, a modified liturgy was used 
and we were all asked to provide feedback as the 
ACNA works hard to develop its own Anglican 
liturgy as well as an Anglican prayer book that will 
use more contemporary language. These should 
be close to a final draft by next year.  
 
I came away from those four days convinced that 
the Anglican movement is in high gear….they 
called it “Anglican Fever”….truly a massive 
reformation and realignment is coming worldwide 
and is here now. At the end of 2011 ACNA had 23 
Dioceses and 708 member congregations. Now, 
six months later, another Diocese has been added 
and the member congregations are up to724, ten 
of which are in Cuba. And growth is continuing. 
We heard that congregations must be the engine 
for that growth in ACNA…and that we multiply by 
sending, not by dividing.  
 
 
  Continued on next page 
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ACNA continued from page 6 
 
And we should multiply everywhere and 
everything. We were reminded by Bishop 
Guernsey that The Falls Church has been doing 
just that, and since 2003 has planted five new 
mission churches with a sixth one coming later 
this year.  
 
We also were reminded of our inherent task to 
evangelize. As one speaker put it, “Don’t be just a 
consumer of religion; you must always be a 
missionary.” Another one said, “Evangelize 
anyone and everyone; seeking the lost, the 
unchurched; newcomers.” We must not be timid 
in spreading God’s Word. One of the speakers 
put it this way, “Evangelize always…and use 
words if necessary!” (Think about it!) And I 
particularly liked an expression I’ve heard, “Don’t 
be an “evan-gelly-fish”!!  

We can anticipate large supportive associations 
developing world-wide and the future of ACNA is 
bound to be new, exciting and a challenging 
combination of…Anglican-strong, with twists from 
some of our partners mixed in….all stirred by the 
love of God.  
 
Anyone can attend these assembly meetings and 
I encourage you to consider attending the next 
one in June 2014 when a new Archbishop will be 
chosen to replace Archbishop Bob 
Duncan….whose five year term will be up.  
 
May we all be “plugged in” to the transforming 
love of Jesus Christ as we go forward. And may 
God continue to Bless ACNA and provide 
guidance and wisdom to our congregation as we 
face the challenges that lie ahead.  
 

Ward LeHardy, DoMA Delegate 2012  
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SStephen Joslyn Graduation Report  
 

When I first learned last fall that 
Stephen Joslyn had been selected as 
cadet Lt. Col. and Battalion Commander 
of the cadets at Fork Union Military 
Academy, my first thought was that I 
must have missed the press release 
announcing this proud fact. Certainly 
Stephen himself never mentioned it on 
his rare visits during the school year. If 
the news was on our bulleting board it 
escaped me, and I only stumbled on this 
info during a Sunday coffee hour 
conversation with Sue and Allen when I 
casually asked how Stephen was doing 
at Fork Union. So, with the blessing of 
the modest Joslyn family, I have taken it 
upon myself to give Stephen the 
publicity in our congregation that he 
deserves. Being selected as top cadet 
at a military school is huge! Traditionally, 
one earns that honor by being number 
one in military aptitude, with a stellar 
record in academics and extra-curricular 
activities as well. So, on May 26, a hot 
sunny Saturday, Joan and I were 
pleased to attend Stephen’s graduation 
from Fork Union Military Academy, 
where we were able to sit with the 
Joslyn family. In addition to Sue and 
Allen, Martha and Betsy were there, 
along with their older brother, James 
and his wife Nicole. James, whom our 
congregation has prayed for during his 

deployments to the Middle East, was resplendent in the dress blue uniform of an Infantry Captain—a 
good role model for the young men of FUMA. It was fun to watch Stephen stride across the stage, 
salute the school Superintendent, and accept his diploma. Next steps: Stephen plans to enlist in the 
Marine Corps Reserves this summer and attend Christopher Newport University in the fall. 
Congratulations to Stephen and his family.  
 

Tony Blackstone 
 

P.S. Just a reminder that during this past year, Allen Joslyn relocated his medical practice to N. 
Carolina and Sue has now joined him there. Martha may remain in our area for awhile, so we hope to 
see her; Betsy will be spending the summer in Colorado with her brother Nate (an Army officer whom 
we have also prayed for); the Army is keeping James busy; and the USMC has definite plans for 
Stephen’s summer. The Joslyns have blessed our congregation greatly for the past several years, 
driving faithfully from Tappahannock to join us, and we wish them God’s blessings on all their future 
endeavors. We hope they will be able to visit us from time to time, since their house in Tappahannock 
has not yet sold. 
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IIn Loving Memory of 
Jim Hundley  

 
 
Much has been written and said about 
Jim Hundley's life and career as our 
kindly and concerned vet, the "James 
Herriot" of the Northern Neck. But I had 
the privilege of knowing Jim in a much 
different and intimate way: over a bridge 
table.  
 
Jim's wife, Charlotte, was the love of his 
life, but I often thought bridge came a 
close second. Jim and Charlotte never 
played as bridge partners. That's 
probably another reason why they had 
such a good marriage. If taken too 
seriously, the game of bridge can prompt 
a spouse to say the most horrible things 
to each other -- "How could you possibly 

be so stupid to have played that card!" My husband, David, told me he had seen bridge-playing 
couples end up in the divorce court over such cutting remarks.  
 
But when your partner is a friend, and not a loved one, you tend to be much kinder in your 
assessments. Sometimes Jim was my bridge partner and sometimes he was my opponent. But 
always, he was engaging and fun. A game of bridge with Jim and Charlotte was a chance to tell jokes, 
swap stories and talk over the problems of the world.  
 
But despite Jim's great love of Charlotte (or maybe because of it), he did have one secret joy. Nothing 
pleased him more than when he could "set" Charlotte at the bridge table. "Setting" your opponent 
means you prevent him or her from winning a hand by taking enough "tricks." And when Jim could do 
this to Charlotte, his eyes would sparkle and a foolish grin would appear.  
 
Two days before Jim was rushed to the hospital in May, I witnessed his biggest "setting" of Charlotte 
ever. She went down by six tricks. "Well, I hope you enjoyed that," Charlotte grumbled. Jim just 
grinned. Yes, he did enjoy that.  
 
After my husband died, Jim and Charlotte took me in like another daughter. I will never forget this 
great kindness. Jim was sweet, funny, and thoughtful. He loved his wife, his daughters, and "all 
creatures great and small." He also loved his church family and the Lord. His passing leaves a hole in 
our hearts, but we can honor his memory by emulating his goodness and Godliness in our own lives.  
 
Bridge may have been one of his passions . . . but it was only a game.  
 

Written with love by Corinne Anthony 
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OOur Outreach Ministries at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
2012 

 
 

Opportunities to live out the Great Commission and the Great Commandment 
in the community and the world 

 
Children’s Bible Story Hour  Once a week on Monday mornings, children from the community 
come to hear Bible stories and to experience God’s love from our teachers. 
Margaret Radcliffe (580-3324) leads this ministry.  
 
Community Outreach Team  During warm weather, teams visit our neighbors before dark, 
invite them to church, give them a gift and talk as much with them as invited to do so, seeking 
an opportunity to share the Gospel with them. Brian Hart (435-6098) is chair of this program. 
 
Fishermen   A men’s Bible Study, which meets Wednesdays at 8:00 AM in the classroom 
downstairs.  They also do good deeds for our members and others. 
 
Food Tub   A tub in our vestibule is where people bring in food for the needy.  Lynn and 
Howard York (529-5622), who lead this ministry, distribute the food to several local help 
programs. 
 
Fuller Center for Housing  Three of our members work with this organization to raise 
awareness of the needs for low-cost housing, and to build and renovate homes.  Call Patrick 
Smith (450-4487) 
 
Gleamers & Blenders  Run by several congregations, this ministry in Burgess is a place where 
people come to obtain food.  Some of our members work in this ministry.  For information, call 
Tom Price (453-7338) 
 
Global Media Outreach  Several of our members are part of an international ministry which 
involves their responding to inquiries about the Christian faith coming from all over the world.  
For information, contact Brian Hart (435-6098) 
 
Kairos Prison Ministry  Several of our members serve in a ministry to State Prisons, which 
involves spiritual weekends and monthly reunions. Call Walt TeStrake for information (435-
3818) 
 
Lancaster Jail Ministry  Two of our members lead a weekly Bible Study for inmates at the 
Lancaster County Jail.  Call Jim Conley for information (435-3234) 
 
Levites  A men’s ministry that specializes in cooking.  Ben Ward is chair (580-9273). 
 
The Link  A cooperative project of many congregations in Lancaster and Northumberland for 
reaching out with money and counseling to people in need. (Mary Swann is our coordinator: 
462-5788)  
 
Meals on Wheels  Once a month, participants take meals to shut-ins. Howard and Lynn York 
(539-5622) receive the church schedule for the Heathsville route every six months and assign 
dates for driving.  
 

(continued on page 11) 
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SSt. Stephen’s Ministries 
Continued from previous page 

 
 

Overseas Mission Connections  We have established close connections with dioceses, Bishops, schools, 
congregations and missionaries abroad.  Thirty-five of our members have been on an overseas short-term 
mission.   
 

Ask Constance McDearmon (453-3085) about her work raising money to send children to Christian 
school in the Dominican Republic.   
Ask Tad de Bordenave (580-4881) about our support for the mission to the Fulani people of Nigeria.   
We have a sister relationship with the Cathedral church of Sts. Philip and Andrew in Mukono, 
Uganda. 
We support, by contributions and teaching missions, the Bishop of the Diocese of Mityana, Uganda.   
We sell crafts to support the work of missionaries to the Miao people of China.  Susan Thomas (450
-4025) manages on-line sales, and Dixie Goertemiller (453-3688) manages sales at local events. 
George Beckett (580-5179) manages the collection, preparation and shipment of thousands of 
eyeglasses each year to Uganda. 

 
Prayer Ministry  Members have regular assignments to pray in several settings (Contact Judy Rasberry for 
information, 529-5258): 
 

Intercessors, a team appointed by the Rector, meet weekly at the church 
At-home prayer team supplements the intercessor group 
Prayer chain, who are called upon when emergency prayer needs arise 
Altar Rail Ministers who serve in teams of two after worship to pray for those who seek prayer 
Prayer Partners for all the youth, from children through post-college 
Special prayer partners who intercede for the leaders of our congregation 

 
Reading Partners  Once or twice a week, Reading Partners work with children at the elementary school 
who are having reading problems.  This is not a St. Stephen’s program.  If you would like to learn more, 
call Howard York (529-5622). 
 
Spiritual Friends  A Christian fellowship for single adults, just starting up in June 2012, will offer spiritual 
growth, community and social events. Contact Gail Gillan (436-0113). 
 
Table Talk is an annual dinner & program series around a topic designed to draw the community into 
meaningful discussion and to expose them to our congregation and our values.  Contact Ward LeHardy 
(436-8904) 
 
Thrift Shop  Besides being a money-making enterprise, our Thrift Shop is a gathering place for local folks 
who need community.  An important part of our vision is the prayer room, where we hope to draw people to 
receive prayer ministry.  Ask The Rev. Mary Swann (462-5788) about this. 
 
Women’s Ministry  is open to all women of our congregation.  They focus on discipleship, prayer and 
service to the congregation and the community.  One of their ongoing projects is the Thrift Shop. (Contact 
Donna Soule, 462-5333). 
 
Youth Group involves kids ages 10 and up, meeting weekly for activities and Bible study.  The young 
people do ministries, such as making cookies and place mats for Kairos, and visiting nursing homes to 
minister to the residents. 
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TThoughts from  
Corinne Anthony 

on building a new church 
 
I don't know about you, but I do some of my best 
praying in the shower. And when I come out, 
sometimes I'm compelled to sit down at my 
computer and put words to paper. Often, it feels 
just taking dictation from the Lord.  
 
Here is what I wrote after a recent encounter I 
had with the Lord . . . in the shower. I'd like to 
share this with you.  
 
I believe God has given us a huge gift to use to 
His glory. There we sat complacently in our little 
white country church, insular in our outlook, with 
no need to look beyond our own pews. By the 
court booting us out of our property, we have 
been cast adrift in a wide ocean of possibilities 
that stretch out before us. Coming to terms with 
our very real need to find a permanent church 
home has become a gut-wrenching experience, 
because we are forced to look beyond ourselves 
and re-examine who we are as a congregation.  
 
I see the need to either buy and renovate an 
existing property, or purchase a vacant piece of 
property and build. Both options require funding, 
and that is where I see God's gift. This gives us 
both the reason and the impetus to show all on 
the Northern Neck the transformative power of 
God's love. The money will not all come from our 
own pockets, nor do we want it to. Yes, we need 
a place to plop our butts and worship, but it is in 
the getting there that we make our boldest 
statement.  
 
A myriad of innovative fund-raising opportunities 
abound, all of which push us to reach out into the 
community at large.  
 
Every time we hold a soup-supper, a basket-
making class, a night of entertainment, a bake 
sale, a car wash -- it is another opportunity to 
introduce ourselves to people outside our 
congregation and demonstrate the joy of living in 
the sight of the Lord.  
 
 

Every time we hold a plant sale, a recycling 
collection, a festival, a boxwood wreath-making 
workshop, a silent auction -- it is another 
opportunity to connect with the community 
beyond our walls and be a witness to God's holy 
plan.  
 
I do not see the financial demands of building a 
new church as a burdensome task that is to be 
feared, but rather a fresh breeze blown in by the 
Holy Spirit to be embraced and laid at the feet of 
Jesus. The Lord is calling us to do great and 
mighty things, and He will be with us. I put my 
trust in Him to use this time of turmoil in our lives, 
and turn it into something all worth our while.  
 
We are visioning a building . . . and we are 
building a vision.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As mentioned on the previous page, St. 
Stephen’s has a prayer chain.  If you are in need 
of prayer at any time, or you would like the team 
to pray for someone close to you, call Donna 
Soule, 462-5333. She will set the prayer chain in 
motion and they will pray for 24 hours on your 
request. 
 
If you would like to become a part of this prayer 
team, please also call Donna Soule. 
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TThe Snow Scoop  
Serving Christ in 

the Dominican Republic 
 

Dear Friends in Mission: 
 
A good friend recently said, ̈Call me when the 
wheels are down in Nebraska, because I still 
don’t believe you are leaving the DR. ̈ On June 
22, 2012, our wheels will touch Nebraska soil, 
and it is here we will live until we move to the 
Promised Land. 
 
This last month has been a difficult one. Saying 
Good-bye is never easy, I won’t miss driving in 
the DR. I will enjoy having meetings starting on 
time. I won’t miss weekly blackouts. I am looking 
forward to water you can drink out of the tap.  
 
However, Ellen and I will miss the people we 
have met and the daily adventure of living in a 
third world country. For instance, I was preaching 
at the English service last Sunday when in the 
middle of my sermon a woman stood up and 
started coming toward me. In the DR, you never 
know what to expect. I have had this happen 
before, and usually the person is looking for help. 
In this case the woman came forward and gave 
me a hug of all hugs. As she turned to leave, I 
didn’t know what to say and I couldn’t talk 
anyway because of the emotions I felt. 
 
The woman was one of the street people we 
helped a few years ago. On that very Sunday, 
Malinda, an 88 year-old-woman who is part of our 
street ministry program, took out of her bag an 
item neatly wrapped in newspaper. She 
unwrapped a beautiful, brightly-colored coffee 
cup and said it was a gift. She muttered loud 
enough to hear that it cost 100 pesos, or about $ 
3. For the second time in two hours, I was 
speechless. Truly that cup represents the 
widow’s mite and it will have a place of honor in 
our china cabinet in Nebraska. 
 
In this month’s Snow Scoop Ellen and I will share 
what we have learned during our 16 years in the 
mission field. We will also tell you about four 
more people that influenced our lives in the 
mission field. 

Finally, we want to thank the Dominican 
Development Group for their support as we 
prepare to leave the mission field. As some know, 
our mission account was $38,000 in the red. The 
DDG sent out a special letter to encourage 
people to help us financially during our time of 
transition.  
 
My friends the Lord has surrounded us with 
Christians who care about mission. Even though 
we will touch down in Nebraska on June 22, our 
hearts will remain in the Dominican Republic. 
 

In His Love 
Bob and Ellen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Weekend 2012  

October 5 –7 
Airfield 4-H Center, 

Wakefield, Va.  
 "Hey, Moses, when are we ever 

going to get out of this 
wilderness?”  

Last year we filled rooms to our limit. If we ask 4H 
early, we might be able to secure a few additional 
rooms. To do that we need as many as possible 
to indicate interest in attending. Ask those who 
have attended about how great are these times 
away. Sign-up sheets are posted Sunday 
mornings at church.  
Fo rma l  reg is t ra t ion  w i l l  beg in  in 
August.  Questions?  Contact Judy Rasberry at 
(804)529-5258 or rasberry@rivnet.net. Cost is 
the same as last year, $145 per person. 
 

Please indicate your interest early.  
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Dear Women of St. Stephen’s, 
 
June has been another busy month for us, and I am 
delighted to report that we were able to reach out in 
many ways. On June 3, at Youth Sunday, the 
women presented a scholarship to Stephen Joslyn 
for $1000.00 in recognition of his scholastic 
achievement and leadership in the church and 
community. Stephen graduated from Fork Union in 
May and has headed off to do a stint at Marine Boot 
Camp before attending college. 
 
Then, on Saturday, June 9, the women held their 
Annual Potluck Picnic and invited our sisters from 
First Baptist Church to join us. It was a wonderful 
day blessed by good weather and a beautiful spot at 
the Mallard Bay Club House. We had fifty-four in 
attendance with twenty-eight from First Baptist and 
twenty-six from St. Stephen’s. Prior to lunch we had 
a program with a Psalm and a reading from I 
Corinthians 12 concerning the many parts of the 
body forming one body, baptized by one Spirit, with 
Christ as the Head. Great fun was had by all when 
Corinne Anthony and Melinda Floom led everyone 
in an ice breaker so we could get to know each 
other. The Praise Dance Team from First Baptist 
honored us with one of their praise dances and it 
was wonderful to watch their interpretation of the 
Christian music that was played.  
 
One of the highlights of the program was when 
Suzy Norman presented Linda Krisman and Leslie 
Jeffress with gifts thanking them for the great job 
they did in orchestrating the Thrift Shop move. Joy 
Gwaltney had button pins made that either said, 
“Linda dresses me,” or “I got it at the Thrift Shop.” 
When Linda was called up to receive her 
recognition, all the ladies in attendance had put on 
one of the pins, and she was amazed when she 
saw everyone wearing them. Linda and Leslie were 
most appreciative of their gifts and both seemed to 
enjoy their time with us. My deepest thanks go to 
Lynne Cerar who made arrangements for using 
Mallard Bay and to the women who came early and 

helped set up and cleaned up afterwards – Lynne 
Cerar, Suzy Norman, Corinne Anthony, Melinda 
Floom, and Julie Pritchard. At the conclusion of this 
event, we all joined hands on the deck and sang 
the doxology which was beautiful as fifty-four 
voices were lifted up in praise to the Lord. Then I 
announced that we had one of our cookbooks for 
each of the women from First Baptist, and they 
were thrilled!  
 
Also in June, after a Sunday service, Patrick and 
Blake Smith make a presentation on the Fuller 
Institute and their involvement with the program 
again this year. The Women’s Leadership Team 
voted to support them and Martha Joslyn on their 
bicycle excursions this summer and donated 
$1,000.00 to the Fuller Institute in support of their 
efforts in ministry to help end poverty housing. 
They have each written beautiful thank you letters 
that I want to share with you, and I will post them 
next Sunday at church in Brinkley Hall.  
 
Cookbooks were offered for sale again at the 
Heathsville Farmer’s Market in June, but we only 
sold nine compared to eighteen last month. We will 
be at the Irvington Market on July 7 and will be 
able to sell baked goods made from our cookbook 
recipes. So, mark your calendars and start baking 
your favorite goodies. Remember, if you need a 
quick hostess gift, or a gift for any occasion, the 
cookbooks are available for purchase every 
Sunday from a member of the Leadership Team. 
They will be on display in the coffee hour area. 
 
The Thrift Shop continues to do well and the 
donations have been overwhelming.  
 
Prayer has been our theme for our Women’s 
Meetings this year, and I will close with the 
following prayer that is listed in the Women’s 
Pages of the St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
website. 
 
“Almighty God, we pray that you will bless our work 
in mission and ministry in the world. Help us to 
pray fervently, labor diligently and give liberally to 
make known the power of your love given through 
your son Jesus. Let us not forget the lessons from 
the past, nor fear the challenges of the future. 
Anoint us with your grace and shine in our hearts 
as we reflect your light throughout the world.” 
Amen.  
 

Donna Soule 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
 

July   1 Charlaine & Bill Andrulot 
July   8 Lynn & Howard York 
July 15 Tony Blackstone, Bob David 
July 22 Joy & David Gwaltney 
July 29   Bobby Edmonds, John Powers 
Aug. 5 Gayle & Sam Marston 
 

Acolytes 
 

July   1 Jennifer Radcliffe  
July   8 Sarah Saunders 
July 15 Chris Cralle 
July 22 Marley Kimmitt 
July 29   Emma Saunders 
Aug.  5 Caitlyn Cralle 
 
Lesson Readers  
 

July   1 Dick Seed (L) 
  Barbara Seed (P) 
July   8 Bill Tracey (L) 
  Priscilla Williams (P) 
July 15 Howard York (L) 
  Charlaine Adrulot (P) 
July 22 Tony Blackstone (L) 
  Marie Carstensen (P) 
July 29   Betty Dillingham (L) 
  Bill Bloom (P) 
Aug.  5 Jim Conley (L) 
  Lyn Conley (P) 
 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 

July   1 Harrison Williams 
July   8 Phyllis TeStrake 
July 15 Suzy Norman 
July 22 Tony Blackstone 
July 29   Bill Bloom 
Aug.  5 Charlie Franck 
 

Altar Guild   
 

July  Judy LeHardy & Susan Thomas 
August Pauline & Bobby Edmonds and 
  Margaret Radcliffe 

 
Greeters 
 

July    Priscilla and Harrison Williams 
August Susan Thomas and ? 

Coffee Hour 
 

July 1 _________________________________ 
July 8 _________________________________ 
July 15 ________________________________ 
July 22 ________________________________ 
July 29 ________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July   1 Howard York 
July   3  James Joslyn 
July   8  Joyce Smith, Phyllis Tracey 
July 10  Pete Coombs 
July 11  Phyllis TeStrake 
July 15  Al Carstensen 
July 16  Leslie Jeffress 
July 19  George Kranda, Donna Soule 
July 23  Stan Rasberry, Jim Conley 
July 25 Patty Sherman 
July 27  Connie de Bordenave 
July 28  Constance McDearmon 
July 30  Elizabeth Jane Peterson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 10  Lucy and Jim Logan  
July 13  Pauline and Bobby Edmonds  
July 17  Lyn and Jim Conley  
July 20 Joy and David Gwaltney  
July 30  Morris and Betty Dillingham  

 
O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 

woman may be so knit together in your will, 
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 
and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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Bishop Stephen Weds 250 couples in Uganda 

 
 


