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SUNDAY
SCHOOL PICNIC
Sunday June 3 at
3:00 p.m.
at Shirley Smith’s
on the Potomac
Bring a side dish, salad or dessert
to accompany
hamburgers and hot dogs.
Drinks will be provided.

Entertainment will be provided by
Morris Dillingham and his Righteous
Blue Grass Band
Directions to Shirley’s house: East of Heathsville on US 360,
between the 2 gas stations in Claraville, turn on Rt. 630 (Walnut
Point Rd.) In about 1 ½ miles, turn right on 629 (Font Hill Rd.).
Very soon, go left on 751 (Bay Quarter Rd.) to Bay Quarter
Shores. At the entrance columns, bear right onto Presley Creek
Drive until it dead-ends at Bay Quarter Drive. Go right. 5 th
house on the left, #56. Phone 580-8011

JEFFREY’S JOURNAL

It is clear to me that God is calling our
congregation to a leadership role in our
community. That will require a more concerted
focus on the people of our geographic area, and
it will require that we begin thinking strategically
as a congregation. At the meeting, there were
many suggestions for ministries which we already
have. If many of our members are not tuned in to
what we are already doing, then we do not have
congregational ownership of those ministries. I
see us focusing on two areas in particular:
witnessing to the Gospel in our community, and
prayer ministry. I would like to see us create
opportunities, in conjunction with other
congregations, to take the message of salvation
outside our walls. In the area of prayer, one area
in which I would like to see us grow is in “inner
healing prayer.” This is something only a couple
of our members know how to do. If we want to
add this to our prayer offering, we need to send
people to be trained. In our diocese, we have
access to such training.

Since
our
congregational
meeting of May 19, I
have been reflecting
on what I heard.
Thank you for sharing
your thoughts at that
meeting, and thank you for the preparation you
put into that by your prayers. Please continue to
pray for our faithful ministry in Jesus’ name, and
continue to share your ideas with the vestry and
me. Our mission is to do the Lord’s work, and to
be a Great Commandment and a Great
Commission congregation.
Question #1: Who are we going to be?
Many of the suggestions regarding new directions
in ministry reinforced my own developing
thoughts. I once said that if God is sending us to
a new place for our home, He must have plans
for us to do something we couldn’t do in the place
where we then were. I am beginning to see what
God meant by putting that thought in my heart.
The prayer room in the Thrift Shop is an example.
It is our one place to interface with the public in a
sacred way that is not on church grounds. We
should capitalize on that, and it is a part of the
plan of the Women’s Ministry to do that. The
second thing I have seen was that on Easter and
at the wonderful funeral we had for Jim Hundley
in O. A. Brinkley Hall, where we were able to
gather under one roof over 250 people. Most of
our directions in ministry, however, can be done
no matter where we are. And I am gaining some
clear vision about what some of those things are,
with the help of the many suggestions I have
heard lately.

I also heard a great deal of enthusiasm for
capitalizing on our relationship with First Baptist
Church. Our being in the same building with
these dear people has been a stunning witness in
our community. The first step is to get to know
the people of FBC individually. You can come to
breakfast at 8:00 any Sunday and meet people
that way. The vestry will be working on some
ideas for things we can do together in fellowship
and ministry.
I also want us to begin thinking
strategically about discipleship. We now have
many Bible studies, and our people have been
going deep in God’s Word. I want to develop a
plan for taking people from being new believers,
to mature Christians, to having their own
ministries. Todd Lewis, with the help of the
vestry, has been developing a survey that we
hope to circulate to the congregation in the near
future. When we have received the responses, I
intend to call together our large cadre of gifted
teachers and begin making a curriculum for
discipleship.

Gail Gillan and I have already been
working on a new Singles Fellowship. We have
scheduled a formational meeting and cookout for
June 23, to which all our singles will receive an
invitation. At our meeting on May 19, many
different demographic groups were mentioned to
whom we could minister. We have to keep in
mind that we cannot do everything. We are doing
many things right now, and as we refocus our
ministries, we must be careful not to overextend
ourselves or dilute our effectiveness.

Continued on page 7
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Barbara and Bill Ressler grew up in different
parts of Maryland, but they met on the Northern
Neck. Barbara moved to Tappahannock in 1979
to be close to her father’s family, and Bill came
for the waterfront property in 2005. Bill was raised
a Roman Catholic and couldn’t find a church
nearby. His friend, Mary, brought him to St.
Stephen’s and he was amazed that the two
services were so much alike.

Several weeks ago, on a rainy Sunday
morning, I left my Navy and Gold umbrella inside
the front door of First Baptist Church. After the
service, when I left to go home, there was a Navy
and Gold umbrella but it was not mine. I would
like to have my umbrella back since it is really
special to me. It was Bob’s.
I still have your umbrella and would be
happy to get it to you.

Barbara has been a member of several different
denominations, and it was at a nondenominational church that she came to the Lord.
Bill joined St. Stephen’s in 2008, and Barbara just
joined in March, 2012.

Thanks,
Bertie Strange

Bill is a mechanical engineering technician at
Dahlgren and Barbara is a systems analyst and
programmer for Verizon. In their spare time
Barbara tries to keep up with her three German
Shepherd dogs, she enjoys her flower and
vegetable gardens and loves driving her
supercharged Mustang! Bill is into crabbing,
fishing, attending to the “honey do” list and he’s
also restoring a ‘67 Mustang.
Bill and Barbara love St. Stephen’s and
especially the people. “They genuinely care about
you; it’s not just lip service,” they both agreed.

Sunday, June 3rd is Youth Sunday. On this
Sunday St. Stephen’s youth switch places with
the adults as they lead us in the readings and the
prayers of the people. Emma Saunders will play
a musical piece at the Offertory, and Blake Smith
will deliver the sermon.

We’re glad you are here!

Our youth always give us a memorable and
uplifting experience of worship on Youth Sunday.
Come, enjoy the blessing.
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Senior Warden Report

Planning the Future

Visioning Workshop

During the visioning workshop, we discussed our
future home. A number of alternative church
facilities surfaced including: (1) build a new
building; (2) buy an existing building; (3)
permanently share a building with another
church; (4) merge with another church. In
addition we discussed planting a satellite church
to extend the mother church. Over the past year
the vestry has looked at these options and each
has pros and cons that we will reevaluate,
keeping in mind Corinne Anthony’s comment,
“The building is not the ending point. It is the
means to following where the Lord is leading us.”
Amen.

My sincere thank you to
Jeff and my wife Jan for
the visioning session we
experienced on May
19th. The congregation
participated
openly,
providing good insights concerning our vision,
ministries and alternative church facilities.
Clearly, the congregation wants the church to
move forward with God leading us every step of
the way. Workshop attendees reinforced the
importance of our current ministries and identified
some exciting new possibilities that would expand
our horizons. Joy Gwaltney provided this thought:
“Where there is no vision, the people will
perish” (Proverbs 29:18). In the Great
Commission, Jesus gave us a big vision to be
carried out through whatever ministries God
wants us to undertake.

Vestry
Speaking of the vestry… You are reminded that
every vestry meeting is open to members of our
congregation, and you are encouraged to attend
our meetings.

Future
Fresh Expressions
“Many are the plans in man’s heart but it is the
Lord’s purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21).
We are a strong-minded congregation that wants
the very best for our church. We can never forget
that this church is God’s church and we must do
what our Lord directs us to do. We have never
been here before. We, as our church, have no
experience working together to build a new
church. We are very much like the Israelites
crossing the desert where God told them to build
a tabernacle, they had no experience either. But
Jesus has provided us the basic guidance we
need to accomplish our task, “And He said to
Him, ’You shall love the Lord your God with all of
your heart, and with all of your soul and with all of
your mind.’ This is the great and foremost
commandment. The second is like it, ’You shall
love your neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:3739). Our neighbors include fellow parishioners,
our vestry, and our rector. During these difficult
times, our vestry, and rector in particular, need
your loving embrace of prayer for strength,
wisdom, and encouragement.

Daniel and Katrina Mochamps presented a very
strong case for the use of an innovative process
for reaching the unchurched members of our
community. Maybe this is an opportunity to team
with our hosts, First Baptist Church. Stay tuned
for this one.
In Christ,
George

When you put your care
in God’s hands,
He puts His peace
in your heart.
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Looking forward, work has begun on a new Thrift
Shop page. It will be fun, scriptural, and practical.
It will be the place to look for our volunteer
schedule. Also, it is time to get back to the online
Photo Directory - the photographer will be looking
for the shy folks on Sundays.
And most important is a request for suggestions
and feedback. I have a list of good suggestions to
work through. Some are quick and easy, some
take time. But the website needs to be useful to
you and welcoming to visitors. Please help make
it that way. And many, many thanks to all who
have come with suggestions and encouragement
in the past.

Dear friends,
You may have noticed some odd behavior on our
St. Stephen’s website. For a while we were
bouncing around from one URL (our web
address) to another. A little background might
help. For a while it looked like our internet
address would be swept away like dust within the
bigger storm of the lawsuit. So we looked around
for other addresses; we bought them, and used
them. During that time the Episcopalians were
kind enough to let us use the old address to
“bounce” people coming to the old address to the
new ones.

Joy Gwaltney

Parish Weekend 2012

Happy ending: through the good cooperation of
all involved, the bouncing has stopped. We were
given back the old address: ststephensva.org. It’s
simple, familiar, and I want to welcome everyone
“
h
o
m
e
”
!

Early Alert

Bishop Bena to Speak
Parish Weekend 2012 will be held
October 5-7

Good things happened along the way. The
changes included moving to a new server - the
place where our files (and address) reside,
waiting for the world to visit. This move eliminated
the intermediaries and delays when something a
little unusual needed to be done - like an online
registration or signing up for the e-newsletter.
Seems like a techie thing, but life is so much
easier for the webmaster.

Last year we filled rooms to our limit. If we
ask 4-H early, we might be able to secure
a few additional rooms. To do that we
need as many as possible to indicate
interest in attending. If you are new to St.
Stephen’s, ask those who have attended
the Parish Weekend how great are these
times away. Early interest sheets will be
posted at church in June.

It’s fun to look at the statistics concerning our
site. For example, the country of site visitors.
Sure, the United States is number one, but could
you guess two, three, and four? China, Russia,
and Israel. Who knew? The number one
download is the newsletter, followed by the
sermon. The number one search key phrase
currently is “Heathsville VA strawberry festival.”

Please indicate your interest early.
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Dear Women of St. Stephen’s,
May has been an extraordinary month with one event after another that fed us with spiritual food. It
began with Bishop Guernsey’s visit over the first weekend. On Sunday morning he led us in a glorious
worship service followed by a picnic out in the pavilion at First Baptist. Hospitality Team 3, led by Sally
Custer, did a wonderful job in providing a delicious luncheon supplemented by pork barbeque and
hotdogs cooked by John Powers and a team of men.
Then on Saturday, May 12th, Suzy Norman oversaw the Grand Opening of the Thrift Shop and you will
find her article on that event enclosed in this newsletter. The Women’s Leadership Team met early on
Thursday, May 17th to conduct some business concerning the Thrift Shop and Cookbook sales which
now are the only source of income for the women. In that meeting, Suzy Norman presented the
following proposal:
“Our Thrift Shop is doing so much more business than we expected. If the donations continue to come
in as they have been, we are doing approximately $1,000 to $1,500.00 more each month. We are
paying rent at $500.00 per month, but we seem to be making that up easily, especially since we are
now charging sales tax. I would like to propose that the Women’s Ministry of St. Stephen’s Anglican
Church tithe 10% of our earnings (either quarterly or bi-annually) to the church’s Building Fund.”
This proposal was approved by the Leadership Team, and it was suggested that the 10% tithe be paid
out quarterly to the Fund. At the regular monthly women’s meeting and luncheon that followed, the
proposal was presented to the women in attendance, and it was unanimously passed. Mary Swann
then led a wonderful teaching on intercessory prayer and a lively discussion followed as those in
attendance shared their thoughts. Marie Carstensen and Julie Pritchard provided a lovely luncheon to
conclude the meeting.
On Saturday, May 19th, Marie Carstensen and Sally Custer had a table at the Heathsville Farmer’s
Market and sold eighteen of our newly packaged cookbooks. It was a very successful effort indeed.
The month concluded with the glorious funeral service celebrating Jim Hundley’s life, and Hospitality
Team 4, led by Bev Hart, provided an elegant reception for guests at the Hundley home.
It is a joy to see all the ways the women undergird our church, and I thank God for each of you and all
that you do in providing support by lovingly embracing our family of St. Stephen’s.
On June 9th, we will have our annual Women’s Potluck Picnic at Mallard Bay Clubhouse at 11:00 a.m.
and we have invited the ladies from First Baptist Church to join us. I pray that we will have a wonderful
turnout so that we can give our guests who have been so gracious to us a hearty welcome and thank
you for their hospitality.
Blessings and love,
Donna Soule
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Jeffrey’s Journal
Continued from page 2
Question #2: Where will we call home? Our plan
for many months now has been to acquire our
own facility. We are in a temporary location, as
we planned when we first started preparing for
the loss of the property in downtown Heathsville.
It is comfortable, it is better than what we had in
many ways, and it is a gift from God. But it is a
temporary measure. We have looked at existing
buildings, and we have seriously considered
three parcels of land. We made an offer on one
in January, but were unable to reach agreement
on price. We were poised to make an offer on
another parcel, when members of the
congregation expressed a desire for the vestry to
consider other options. We called a halt, and
held the May 19 meeting, where people shared
their ideas of possible alternatives to building.

Congregational Meeting
June 17 at Coffee Hour: A Congregational
meeting will be held to invite further comments
from our membership regarding the matter of
building a church, which will be taken up at the
June Vestry meeting on June 21. Please come
and tell us what you are thinking.

If we are going to build a church, we need
to move on it quickly, because it takes time, and
we are already in the second month of our 24month agreement with FBC. The vestry will take
up the matter at its meeting on June 21. In the
meantime, we will have a meeting of the
congregation on June 17, at which we will invite
everyone to say what they want the vestry to hear
before it makes its decision.

IT’S AN ANNUAL
TRADITION….
Firewo rks
at
t he
T ow ns he nds ’ !
All
members
of
St.
Stephen’s
Anglican
Church are invited to
Laddie and Virginia’s
home Saturday, June
30th around 8:00 p.m.
Fireworks begin at 9:15.
Please bring a chair or
blanket to sit on and a
flashlight to find your
way after dark.
Rain date will be July 7th.

Times of transition are hard for people.
There is tension in the air. Please keep praying
for God’s blessing and anointing on this
congregation. I hope you will think boldly and not
be afraid of the future. Heed the words of 2
Timothy 1:6-7, in which Paul advised Timothy to
fan into flame the Holy Spirit within him, “For God
did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of
power, of love and of self-discipline.” This is
God’s congregation. This is His work. Praise be
to God.

Directions from St. Stephen’s Church:
Rt. 360 east 1.8 miles; left on Walnut Point
Road. Go 2 miles and take a right on
Clarktown Road. Go two miles. The road will
turn to gravel. Continue to 1909 Clarketown
Road.

Yours in Christ,
Jeffrey O. Cerar, Rector
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We don’t know how far the Lord may take this
new church as our future unfolds. Our diocese
could use a retreat facility and maybe even a
seminary sometime in the future. Perhaps the
Northern Neck would be a good place for them.
Let’s not limit ours or, especially, God’s options.
With God, all things are possible! In closing, let’s
consider putting new wine into new wineskins.

Anyone who doesn’t feel like Christ was
victorious in our recent legal and doctrinal battles
should ask themselves why not. We have been
unburdened with false doctrine and placed on a
path of future victories that should make all
members of St. Stephens Anglican Church
extremely joyous. Our leadership is truly on a
scale with the scriptural heroes. We are truly
blessed with such bravery and faithfulness to the
scriptures from our leaders. Now is not the time
to be timid in undertaking the Lord’s work. We
have experienced many times where He has
brought us through the rough seas and we are
now in a safe place where we can envision our
future in Christ’s new church. In a way, we have
left the old hierarchy behind where Christ was not
the center and are founding his new church. In
another sense, we are taking off the old coat and
putting on the new. We are not changing
ourselves, just changing our coat for one more
appropriate. It’s important that we don’t change
ourselves at this time and stay focused on
changing our worship facility. We are a loving and
supporting congregation and that is proven by
recent new attendees and new members.

Morris Dillingham

Our Coffee Hours are meant to be a time of
fellowship with one another, but it is not lunch.
Maybe some of you have been hesitant to sign
up because you think it has to be an elaborate
affair. Not true. Just coffee and cookies, and
some cheese and crackers will do. Those items
are provided by the church as well as salty
snacks and muffins. Just keep it simple and if you
see a vacancy on the Coffee Hour schedule, give
it a try. Thank you! We need signups for the
upcoming Sundays.

I would like to share the experience that Betty
and I had as we retired to the Northern Neck and
looked for a new home:
Neither one of us was experienced at finding a
new place to live nor at building a house but we
felt God’s guidance every step of the way. It
started with finding the Northern Neck, then
investigating local churches and finding Jeff
Cerar who popped up in my Google search. Jeff
was the seminarian at our former church in
Northern Virginia so we were certain at that point
where God was leading us. With a few trips to
look at land we found our present site. We
purchased it in January 2003, got the land
cleared and a modular home erected by a local
and very honest and reliable builder. We moved
into the home in October of 2003! How’s that for
progress in the “Land of Promises”?

When we share another’s burden,
We display God’s love and care,
Offering relief and comfort
When life seems too much to bear.
-Sper
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would explain it later, and he did. That was the
turning point when they decided St. Stephen’s
would be their church home. Praise God!
At home they enjoy working in their vegetable
garden and an addition on their home which is a
work in progress.
Welcome, Patty and Dale.

Perspectives
Meet Patty and Dale Sherman who were literally
blown into the Northern Neck while sailing in the
Bay. They were taking cover from a violent storm
and pulled into Indian Creek to wait it out.

After the Perspectives Class of 2010, several
participants were determined that the class be
offered again. We started planning for the new
one in the winter of 2011, meeting monthly in the
living room of Donna Soule.

Patty and Dale were computer consultants and
traveled all over the world for their company. Dale
said he had two requirements: That Patty would
work on the same project and that they could
take their two Standard Poodles, Teddy and Alfie.

Knowing the powerful impact of the course for the
churches as well as the participants, we wanted
to make the course as widely available as
possible. This hope became an afternoon class in
Callao for about 5 - 8 people, and an evening
class at White Stone for 14 - 18, depending on
the day.

They had no permanent home so when it came
time to retire and they started looking around for
a place to settle, they remembered “that beautiful
place where we took refuge from the storm.”
They moved to the Northern Neck in 1998.

Speakers covered things like oral learning,
nomadic practices, micro-economic development,
mission pioneers, and cultural difficulties. Always
they brought us new and surprising insights into
the Bible and the heart of God.

Dale was raised in the Baptist Church and Patty
didn’t have a true church home. They attended
many churches during their travels and they
particularly liked a non-denominational Christian
Church in Korea which was attended by people of
many different countries. After they arrived in the
Northern Neck they attended several different
churches.

The goal of Perspectives is not to send but to
bring a startling and dynamic awareness of how
God can use us. It is a moving experience. (It
moved me from St. Matthew's to Anglican
Frontier Missions.)

They came to St. Stephen’s several times and
then Priscilla and Harrison invited them to come
to Tad’s Bible study. This was also the day
Bishop Guernsey visited us in January soon after
the judge’s verdict was given. They enjoyed the
Bible study and worship service and then came to
the Parish Hall to hear what the Bishop had to
say. They were under the impression that we
would be very sad and upset because the verdict
didn’t go our way, and had trouble understanding
our joyous mood. Patty leaned over to Priscilla
and asked what was going on? She said Harrison

The participants were a happy mixture of race,
denomination, and background. Because of this
we are even more convinced of the original vision
that God will move through this. We are now
waiting on God to show what He will be doing
because of this course.
The excitement continues.
Tad deBordenave
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Our Thrift Shop celebrated its grand opening
Saturday, May 12. It was a wonderful day and
there was such an air of joy and fellowship
throughout the building. We received many
compliments on our new facility and everyone
commented on the brightness of the shop.
Shoppers were greeted with lemonade and
homemade cookies. All women were given a
paper corsage made by Corinne Anthony and,
with each purchase customers were given a
coupon for $1.00 off of their next purchase. Our
sales were over $900 that Saturday. That’s a lot
of money when you consider most of our items
are $3.00 - $5.00 and we praise God for His
bounty!

Some of you don’t know Linda Krisman, our
Thrift Shop manager. Well, let me introduce her
to you. Linda was born and raised in Texas and
came to the east coast after a divorce to be near
her relocated family in Alexandria. She started
working as a secretary at Pulsecom
Telecommunications in Northern Virginia. As the
love story goes, she fell in love with her boss,
“who was such a truly good and nice man,” she
said. Fortunately, he fell in love with her and they
were married.
Linda has two daughters, four grandchildren and
one great-grandchild. Linda says she loves being
a grandmother and never misses an occasion to
be with them.

Thank you to Corinne Anthony, Betty Dillingham,
Susan Saunders, Phyllis TeStrake and Priscilla
Williams for baking cookies for the event. They
were delicious and very well received! Thank you
to Marie Carstensen and Nina Martin who were
the greeters and made sure we didn’t run out of
cookies. Also working that day were Leslie
Jeffress, Betty Dillingham and Suzy Norman.

Linda also loves our Thrift Shop almost as much
as she loves her grandkids! She likes to go to
auctions to find goodies for the shop, and when
she has time, she relaxes with a good book.
Her husband, Mike, is still such a truly good and
nice man. He and Linda are a great team and he
takes on her “honey-do” list for the Thrift Shop.
He’s very good at refinishing furniture, electrical
jobs, and who knows what else?

It was a blessed day!
Suzy Norman
Thrift Shop Liaison

Linda says she loves her job at the shop, and she
was so impressed with “all those wonderful
people from St. Stephen’s who arrived to clean
up the new building and helped to move
everything from the old shop to the new.” She
was able to meet more of our congregation and
even to recruit some new volunteers.
When we ended the interview, her last remark
was “Life is good.”
Suzy Norman

June 17
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Ushers
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24
July 1

Barbara and Dick Seed
Joyce and Lewis Smith
Marie Carstensen and Chris Cralle
Laura and Fred Woodard
Charlaine and Bill Andrulot

Acolytes
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24
July 1

June 1 - Lynn York
June 6 - Susan Read
June 10 - Melissa Cerar
June 12 - Bill Powers, Bob David
June 18 - Fred Wimberly
June 19 - Sue Joslyn
June 20 - Thomas & Timothy Kimmitt
June 21 - Lyn Conley, Miriam Sussman
June 22 - Lisa Carson
June 23 - Lynne Cerar
June 25 - David Burke
June 28 - Judy LeHardy

Emma Saunders
Chris Cralle
Marley Kimmitt
Jennifer Radcliffe
Caitlyn Cralle

Lesson Readers
June 3

Youth Sunday

June 10

Elaine Price (L)
Julie Pritchard (P)
Brooke Read (L)
Susan Read (P)
Phyllis TeStrake (L)
Margaret Radcliffe (P)
Dick Seed (L)
Barbara Seed (P)

June 17
June 24
July 1

Eucharistic Ministers
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24
July 1

Priscilla Williams
Charlie Franck and Elaine Price
Frank McCarthy and Ward LeHardy
Constance McDearmon
Harrison Williams

Altar Guild
June
July

Barbara Seed, Dana Bloom
Val Hutchison and Betty Cralle
Judy LeHardy and Susan Thomas

June 1 - Joyce and Lewis Smith
June 2 - Lou and Bob David
June 3 - Lyle and Neil Avent
June 5 - Katrina and Daniel Mochamps
June 7 - Ellie and Max Knight
June 9 - Sandra and Ben Ward
June 11 - Ingrid and Hunter Manson
June 24 - Tom & Elaine Price
Priscilla and Harrison Williams

Greeters
June
July

Priscilla and Harrison Williams
Pat and Bob Dalzell

Coffee Hour
June 3

Bertie Strange, Melinda Floom and
Judy Rasberry

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this
woman may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love
and peace with you and one another all the days of
their lives. Amen.

June 10
June 17
June 24
July 1
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