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 On Friday, September 30th at 6:30pm the 
community is invited to join us for our first Table Talk 
of our latest series...the subject is Egypt.  
 
 Our first speaker is Ashraf Ramelah, the Founder 
and President of "Voice of the Copts" located in 
Bethlehem, Pa.  His complete bio is located on page 4 in 
this newsletter.  
 
 Publicity for this Table Talk will be in the local 
papers beginning in mid-September. Sign up early as only 
the first 120 to sign up can be accommodated. Please 
sign up for this Table Talk in the hallway of the Parish 
House.  
 
 As with all of our Table Talks there is no charge 
for dinner, which will be typical Egyptian fare, however 
donations will be gladly accepted. 
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JEFFREY’S JOURNAL 
 

 Jesus told us 
that He came so that 
we may have life, and 
have it to the full.  
(John 10:10)  In my 
sermon on Sunday 
August 21, I quoted 

Martha Joslyn, talking about her fall in Idaho 
during the cross-country bike trip. She was so 
seriously injured that it looked as if her whole 
summer adventure might be at an end.  But she 
said, “I wasn’t as scared as I thought I would be.  
And I wasn’t as angry as I thought I would be.”  
To me that is a perfect example of the fullness of 
life Jesus gives us as a gift when we turn our 
lives over to Him.  The reason for Martha’s peace 
was that she belongs to Jesus, and He is Lord of 
her future.  Knowing that, we are able to live a life 
that is fuller than otherwise imaginable. 
 
 There is a new movie which came out this 
month called “Soul Surfer.”  It is about world-
class surfer, Bethany Hamilton from Hawaii.  
Bethany grew up in the water.  Every day, she 
went down to the ocean to surf the waves of 
Hawaii. Her ambition was to be a professional 
surfer. But one morning, the unthinkable 
happened.  Bethany was out on her board and a 
14-foot Tiger Shark attacked her, biting a huge 
hole in her surfboard, and tearing off her arm.  
Bethany was able to remain calm, and paddled to 
shore with her good arm.  Her best friend Alana’s 
father waded out to meet her and made a 
tourniquet for her arm.  By the time they got her 
to the hospital, she had lost 60% of her blood.  
But Bethany survived. Amazingly, she was out on 
her surfboard less than a month after the attack.  
Now with one arm, she returned to competition 
only two months later. And the next year, she 
won the national championship. 
 
 This is an inspiring story that would be 
described in the secular media as personal 
determination and the triumph of the human 
spirit. But the truth is, Bethany Hamilton is a 
committed Christian.  And what has come out of 
all of this is not only the fulfillment of her dream to 
be a professional surfer. But God has taken her 
tragedy and turned it into an international 
ministry.  Right away, she was featured in major 

magazines, including Life and Sports Illustrated; 
and she appeared on such television programs 
as Oprah Winfrey, Good Morning America, Inside 
Edition and 20/20. Bethany’s celebrity status 
gave her a worldwide platform to witness to the 
love of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit 
working in the lives of those who put their trust in 
Him.   She travels far and wide speaking, and she 
has published Bible studies and inspirational 
books for young people. 
 
 We Christians have as many tragedies 
and frustrated plans as everyone else, it seems.  
But these blows mean different things to us, 
because Jesus has come that we may have life 
and have it to the full.  The Apostle Paul says that 
nothing compares to the surpassing greatness of 
knowing Jesus Christ as our Lord. (Philippians 
4:8)  And when we put our trust in Him, He will 
transform loss into opportunity; He will redeem 
our suffering; He will place us into situations 
where we can live for His glory.   
 
 As the people of Jesus, we can heed 
Paul’s words:  “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will 
say it again:  Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near.  Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
 

In Christ, 
Jeffrey Cerar, Rector 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3 

SENIOR WARDEN REPORT 
 

                                       
                                     CONTINGENCY 

                      PLANNING 
 
 
      

 Our litigation continues and according to 
our counsel, Mary McReynolds, the opinion of 
Judge Bellows of the Fairfax Circuit Court is not 
expected before the end of this year. This is not 
necessarily the end; since, regardless of the 
outcome, an appeal to the Virginia Supreme 
Court is possible which will add months to the 
process. 
 Uncertainty abounds. A decision could go 
either way or we could prevail on some issues 
and lose on others. To plan for so many variable 
outcomes would present an endless task and not 
be a wise use of time. Accordingly, the Vestry 
has adopted the worst case scenario approach--
-what do we do if we lose and the decision 
results in the loss of all of our property and we 
must vacate? 
  The Vestry has been looking at a worst 
case scenario since spring and has embarked 
on a plan with the objective that our 
congregation does not lose a step in its worship 
and mission. The responsibility of providing a 
place of worship for the congregation and the 
Rector rests with the Vestry. In addressing this 
responsibility, the Vestry formed a steering 
group comprised of the Senior Warden, Junior 
Warden, and George Beckett. All Vestry 
members are a part of the planning process. In 
this process, others will be called upon to 
contribute their expertise and time to address the 
many issues of relocating our body of Believers 
to a different place of worship.  
 We have prayed for wisdom and direction 
and for discernment of the Lord’s will and His 
plan for us. We ask that the congregation be in 
prayer as well to ask for the Lord’s guidance for 
the Vestry and its Rector. We pray that He will 
be in the decisions we reach and in the actions 
we take and that He will open doors along the 
way.  
  In considering a temporary home, such 
as another church as a meeting place, until we 
have a permanent place of worship, we are 
addressing the following issues: 

   Location: How close to Heathsville, a central 
point for our members who live all over the 
Northern Neck. 
   Office Space: Necessary for our Rector and 
Office Secretary including computers, copying 
machine, phones, document storage, etc., and 
necessary for communications.     
   Music: How to enable our music ministry not to 
miss a beat. A place for our Choir, its practice 
and music (organ or piano). 
    Storage: furniture, books, library and records. 
    Kitchen access and meeting area: a place to 
carry out functions such as Table Talk, outreach 
gatherings, Lenten series and coffee hours. 
    Communications: Keeping up contact with the 
congregation. 
    Cost: how expensive, the cost of renting a 
church, storage space, and office and necessary 
equipment or renting another meeting place-
school, YMCA, or Boys and Girl Club? 
    Time: How restrictive is the time that the 
facilities would be available to us? 
 In examining the many issues faced with 
a temporary home, one’s attention is directed 
toward the goal of securing a permanent home 
for the congregation. This is our goal.  
 A permanent home presents the issues of 
location (within a mile or so from Heathsville), 
availability of financing, type of structure, 
building plans, seating capacity, acreage, ability 
to expand, parking, etc. Having a site visible 
from Rt. 360 may attract visitors, and those for 
special events. The steering group has been 
looking at land and the timing for making 
commitments. 
 We believe it is essential to have a 
smooth transition with St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, and to accomplish that Jinky Wrightson 
will head up our transition team along with others 
she may select. 
 The Vestry has a commitment to you and 
we plan to make any transition a joyful one and 
one that is least disruptive and one that 
continues the mission of our church. Imperative 
along this journey is to be in prayer and to seek 
God’s will for us. 
 Join us at coffee hour on September 25, 
to ask questions and discuss the future of St. 
Stephen’s. 

Steve Proctor  
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INVESTITURE OF OUR NEW BISHOP:  PLEASE COME 
11:00 AM on September 10, 2011 at Truro Church, Fairfax 

Archbishop Robert Duncan, Presiding 
 
 The first Annual Council of our new diocese, the Diocese of the Mid-
Atlantic, will take place at Truro Church in Fairfax, Va.  The meeting will begin on 
September 10, 2011.  Our clergy and lay delegates will attend a 9:00 meeting to 
put our new constitution and canons into effect, and to elect the Standing 
Committee of the Diocese.  Then at 11:00, we will have a worship service in which 
the Rt. Rev. John A. M. Guernsey will be invested as our Bishop.  All of you are 
invited to attend this important service of celebration and worship. 
 
 The Annual Council will reconvene on November 18-19, and our delegates 
will once again represent St. Stephen’s. 

 
 

OUR TABLE TALK  SPEAKER 
Dr. Ashraf Ramelah 

 
 

 Ashraf Ramelah is the founder and President 
of “Voice of the Copts” a human rights organization 
with offices in Italy and the United States. He is dedi-
cated to the Coptic Cause, and believes that his life’s 
mission is to speak up for the oppressed Copts who 
cannot speak up for themselves, hence the name 
“Voice of the Copts.” 
 
 When he is not meeting with politicians and 
policy makers, Dr. Ramelah spends his time travelling 
throughout the country giving talks about the Coptic 

issue and explaining to the West the oppression against the Copts in Egypt. He writes mostly 
in the Italian newspapers, and appears frequently in the Italian and Arab Media.  
 
 Dr. Ramelah, himself a Copt, was born in Cairo, Egypt. At the age of 17 years, he trav-
elled to Italy to study architecture. He graduated as a doctor in architecture from Rome (Italy). 
His special study is restoration of old monuments, and history of architecture. His career as an 
architect took him to work and live in Italy, Saudi Arabia, Gabon and USA.  
 
 His personal interests are Egyptology and Coptic history in the period after the Arab in-
vasion of Egypt in 641 AD. “Voice of the Copts” is dedicated to bringing to the entire world, 
fair, correct and balanced information regarding Copts and Christians in countries with Arab 
Muslim majority. 
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Lasting memories of 
Jeanne Proctor………. 

 
 Sadly, oftentimes it takes a sudden death 
of a loved one to remember in how many ways 
they were a true gift to us…..I can’t begin to tell 
you how much the shocking news of Jeanne’s 
sudden death affected me personally.  Jeanne 
was only 67 years old, still a youngster by 
today’s measure of longevity. As a Christian I 
believe that she is at that “true peace” which we 
all long for – being with Our Lord.  In 1 Cor. 
5:13, the Apostle Paul says….”to be absent from 
the body is to be present with the Lord.”  It may 
not take away the sorrow of losing a very dear 
friend and a sister in the Lord but she is with us 
in  spirit. 
 Meeting Jeanne Proctor was a divine 
appointment of the Lord.  For almost 12 years Al 
and I searched for a home church (in Lancaster 
County) and while we visited several we didn’t 
feel that God was leading us to any of them. 
Since I had been involved in many Bible studies 
over the years in Northern Virginia, and 
especially Community Bible Study for 8 years I, 
was hungry for fellowship with other Christian 
women who wanted to study the Bible in depth. 
Finally and happily about 3 years ago, I heard of 
a Beth Moore study and signed up for it. Do I 
need to tell you that one of the first persons I 
met was Jeanne Proctor? She immediately 
came up to me and introduced herself. We 
talked for several minutes and then she told me 
that as a flight attendant with Eastern Airlines 
she had flown with a pilot with the name of 
Carstensen and was I connected in any way? 
Strangely or not so strangely, Al was that pilot. 
From that point we became close friends and 
soon thereafter we met her husband, Steve, and 
a wonderful friendship ensued. At that same 
time Jeanne was also hosting a Bible study at 
her home on Friday mornings using the 
Community Bible Study questionnaires and 
commentaries. See what I mean that our 
meeting was a divine appointment?! So, I 
started attending her Bible study. There was a 
list of some 30 women who attended throughout 
the years. Also, it was through Jeanne and 
Steve who introduced Al and me to St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church, and we have been 

members ever since --  another divine 
appointment of the Lord!  We will forever be 
grateful for that.  What an awesome God we 
have! 
 Jeanne did not know any strangers nor 
was she intimidated talking about the Lord at 
any time to whomever she would meet. She was 
adamant in studying the Bible and for 15 years 
she was the lecture leader for Community Bible 
Study in Lake Ridge, Virginia. She was a 
student of the Word and it was her joy to impart 
her knowledge of the Bible to many of us. In a  
true sense she was a teacher and the women 
who attended her Bible Study grew and matured 
under her tutelage. Humanly speaking, many of 
us felt that she had a great deal more to give of 
her life, but God in His sovereignty and 
according to His plan, she had accomplished the 
work He had given her to do. But while here on 
earth she was passionately faithful in the Lord’s 
work.  
 Jeanne was a devoted wife, mother and 
grandmother. Her desire for her family was to 
know Christ as Lord and Savior and to walk with 
Him in a personal relationship.  That was her 
daily prayer above all else. Of late, Jeanne had 
deep concerns for our nation and the direction it 
was moving and prayed fervently for a revival for 
our country and for the youth of both Lancaster 
and Northumberland  counties. She felt so 
strongly for our youth that she and Steve were 
instrumental in bringing people together to work 
to have Young Life brought to the Northern Neck 
area. Others are now taking up that banner in 
her behalf. Jeanne and Steve were also 
involved in many other local activities and I have 
no doubt that Jeanne planted seeds wherever 
she could. She loved having people around her, 
loved talking about the Lord and His Word. She 
and Steve often opened their home for 
fellowship activities, for whoever and whenever 
someone had a need for a place to stay, etc. 
 So, when I think of Jeanne, I will 
remember her love of people, her kind nature, 
her big heart and her generous spirit. She was a 
good friend and I will miss her very much.  Her 
love for the Lord will live on and continue to 
encourage me in my own walk with Jesus. She 
was indeed God’s gift to me. 

                                                    
Marie Carstensen 

 



6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On August 5 and 6, twenty-nine women 
gathered at Stratford Hall for the third annual St. 
Stephen’s Women’s Retreat.  Our speaker was 
Libby Cannizzaro, who is currently serving as the 
Women’s Ministry Coordinator for The Falls 
Church in Falls Church, Virginia.  Libby’s back-
ground includes twenty-one years with Young 
Life where she met the Lord as a teenager.  She 
has studied under Larry Crabb and is trained as a 
lay counselor.  She has a passion for discipleship 
within the faith community and the Lord gave her 
a heart to come and minister to our women.  
Libby brought Connie Lindsley with her to lead us 
in worship and music and she proved to be a 
gifted musician to conduct us in lifting our voices 
to our Lord in praise and thanksgiving. 
 Libby’s message focused on exploring 
“Living Fully in the Story God is Telling,” and she 
candidly shared her own story of how she came 
to faith in Jesus Christ.  She pointed out that we 
all have a story to tell and led us through God’s 
revelation of Himself through Story.  God longs 
for relationship with us, drawing our own stories 
into His, offering His presence and seeking our 
response.  Too often we let 2nd place passions in 
our lives replace the first place passion of moving 
toward the Lord and allowing ourselves to be 
drawn into the “Story He is Telling”.  We talked 
about these 2nd place passions and how they 
can be legitimate desires of our heart, but often 
these things tempt us to live in the smaller story 
of our circumstances, leading us to come up with 
our own solutions.  The Lord seeks relationship 
with us first and foremost and we need to grab 
His hand and walk with Him passionately in love 
and intimacy.  As part of the program, we all read 
a long article from the book, Waking the Dead, 
by John Eldredge in which he describes our new 
covenant hearts as being good through the resur-
rected Christ!  In Libby’s last talk she led us 
through four truths about our hearts in the New 
Covenant.  As Christians, we have a new purity, 
a new personhood, a new power and a new pas-

sion.  We become transformed beings as we are 
wooed into relationship with the living God, a re-
lationship of intimacy, beauty and adventure. 
 In the lovely, tranquil setting of Stratford 
Hall, our ladies were truly blessed by the inspired 
teaching and worship that Libby and Connie 
brought us, and we enjoyed special moments of 
fellowship, not to mention wonderful meals pre-
pared by a French chef!  Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow – it was an unforgettable experi-
ence for us all. 
 

Donna Soule 

 

CHURCH PLANTING 
 

 Last April a group of people interested in 
Church Planting gathered in Orlando, Fl. Actually 
several thousands of them, and your Deacon-to-
be Daniel was among them. I was sent to the 
Sunshine state by St. Stephen's and the Anglican 
District of Virginia (through our Church Planting 
organization, Titus). I thank them both because 
the week I spent there was a great opportunity to 
learn how others have innovated in that field and 
adapted to changes in our society, to refresh old 
knowledge, listen to successes and failures, en-
gage in challenging reflection, and more. One 
thing I knew is still true: Church Planting is the 
best way to evangelize our contemporaries (not 
to mention evangelizing unreached people 
groups).  
 As for my ordination in May, it was very 
heartwarming to be accompanied by such a large 
group from our parish. A great thank you also for 
the Almy voucher that allowed a sorely needed 
replacement of my 1983 cassock! 
 

Daniel Mochamps 

The Picnic Meeting of the Women of St. 
Stephen’s will take place on Saturday, 
September 17 at 11:00 AM at Mary 
Swann’s home. Please bring a casserole. 
salad or dessert. You may bring a friend, 
and a folding chair. 
Directions will be posted on 
the bulletin board in the 
Parish Hall.  
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MOVIE NIGHT 
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 23 AT 

7:00 PM 

“Soul Surfer” 

 
 
 

 The inspiring story of Christian athlete, 
Bethany Hamilton, who lost her arm in a shark 
attack, and came back to win the national surf-
ing championship, and to find a vocation as an 
international Christian witness. Starring:  Anna 
Sophia Robb, Helen Hunt, Dennis Quaid, Carrie 
Underwood 
 Sponsored by the Youth Group – No 
charge. 

PARISH WEEKEND 2011 
Four Life Principles for the Christian Walk 

October 21 - 23 
 
 At our parish weekend in October, our 
study time will be an exploration of four princi-
ples for the Christian walk. It will be a Bible 
Study of sorts. For each topic, there will be a 
moderator, and two people will be asked to 
study the scriptures in advance. The moderator 
will lead them in a discussion, and then the floor 
will be opened to comments, observations and 
testimonies. 
 
 The four topics have been selected from 
among the “30 Life Principles” of Dr. Charles F. 
Stanley. These four have been selected be-
cause they are key principles, and because they 
will lead to a lively discussion. 
 
1. Our intimacy with God determines the im-

pact of our lives.  
2. Obey God and leave all the conse-

quences to Him. 
3. Trusting God means looking beyond what 

we can see to what God sees. 
4. Brokenness is God’s requirement for 

maximum usefulness. 
 

Judy & Stan Rasberry 

VETERANS’ DAY 2011 
 
 Please put Veterans’ Day at St. 
Stephen’s on your calendar for Sunday 13 
November 2011.  We will celebrate our tenth 
annual observance honoring our veterans.   
 2011 marks the 100th year of Naval 
Aviation.  In recognition of Naval Aviation, our 
principal speaker will be my brother, Russell C. 
York, Captain USN (Ret.).   Russ is a light attack 
naval aviator, having commanded an A-7 attack 
squadron and subsequently commanded the 
Pacific A-7 combat replacement squadron at 
NAS Lemoore, California.  Russ made two 
combat cruises to Vietnam; is a qualified 
Landing Signal Officer and finished his naval 
career as the Naval Attache to Thailand and 
Burma 1989-1992.   
 You won’t want to miss hearing about the 
tactics utilized by an attack pilot in a modern, 
single seat jet. 
 

Howard L. York  

 
HYMN SING AT R W-C 
Friday, September 23rd 3:00 p.m. 

In Honor of John Cowart 

 Please join us on Friday, September 23rd 
at 3:00 p.m. for a hymn sing birthday celebration 
for John Cowart who will turn 93 years old on 
that day. Family members and residents of  
RWC will also be in attendance. Birthday cake 
will be served immediately following the hymn 
sing. All are welcome! 
 

Margaret Radcliffe 
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BACK TO SCHOOL FOR 
SCHOLARSHIP                                          

STUDENTS 
 
    Thirty four happy 
students began 
their 2011 – 2012 
school year in Au-
gust at Jesus 
Nazareno School in 
San Francisco de 
Macoris, Dominican 
Republic thanks to 
scholarships pro-

vided by fifty two individuals, the Women of St. 
Stephen’s and the St. Stephen’s Youth Group. 
Each scholarship reflects the love of Christ by 
the sponsor or sponsors and provides the stu-
dent with academic and spiritual education, 
school clothing and one meal each school day. 
Knowing their sponsors are praying for them 
each day and often letters, notes, holiday and 
birthday greetings add additional blessings for 
the students. 
 

    This year we are working to develop more 
communication from the students having them 
share their talents via a newsletter. Hopefully 
teachers can use this communication as an edu-
cational tool, giving students the opportunity to 
practice English and showcase talents and grow 
in writing and expression, writing poems, stories 
etc. Please encourage your student to become 
involved with this project, let them know you 
would enjoy hearing from them. Give me your 
letters and I will be happy to forward them to the 
school. 
 

    Thank you for participating in this ministry, 
and for your gifts and prayers. I praise God for 
the awesome work He has reflected through 
each of you. 
 

      “I thank my God every time I remember you, 
continually praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you.” Philippians 1:3-4 
 

Constance McDearmon 
 
 
 
 
 

MONDAY MORNING 
SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAM 

FOR  
BOYS AND GIRLS 

 
  The boys planted a vegetable garden in 
the rectory backyard, checked out and washed a 
car, cooked bacon and waffles and squeezed 
oranges to make juice, and sanded and stained 
a wooden cross - under the supervision of 
instructors Doug Smoot, George Kranda, Jim 
Logan, and John and Bill Powers. Additionally, 
when rain prevented the boys from engaging in 
the activities scheduled for the day, they played 
Bible board games, and, on the final day, they 
walked down the street to Roy and Betty 
Hillman’s house to perform helpful chores. 
Following each activity, the boys were given a 
Bible lesson on spiritual gifts led by Susan 
Thomas. Susan also supervised the boys 
weekly activities and snacks and led them in 
prayer before and after their sessions. 
 

 Over the six weeks, 15 women served as 
the girls’ instructors in knitting, cooking, and 
Bible lessons. Still other women helped in other 
ways—with the end of the program picnic, as 
supervisors, and putting together a beautiful 
keepsake mini-cookbook the girls were given on 
the final day. Most of the food served at the 
outdoor picnic on the final day was prepared by 
the girls. Following lunch, the children played 
badminton, threw water balloons, blew bubbles 
and ran through the sprinkler, much to the 
delight and the amusement of the many adults 
in attendance. 
 



 

9  

JUNIOR WARDEN REPORT 
 
Maintenance 
Another smoke event occurred this month in the 
Parish Hall. A fan motor in the attic locked up 
and filled the hall with smoke. That motor has 
been replaced by RMC, and all is clear now in 
the Parish Hall. Several plumbing problems 
came up. Tommy Thompson, our intrepid 
plumber, came in and repaired a leak under the 
kitchen sink in the Parish Hall, tightened a loose 
faucet, and repaired the children’s fountain. 
While he was there, he installed an ice maker kit 
in the refrigerator. He would not charge for any 
of this work or for the ice maker kit. We all owe 
him a debt of gratitude for his continuing support 
of our many plumbing needs. 
 
Last Month’s Q & A – Referring to LK 1:46, 
does this passage support the Roman Catholic 
claim that Mary was born sinless? Why? 
 
Winning Answer – No, Mary was blessed more 
than any other woman when chosen to be the 
Savior’s mother, but…as she said, “His mercy is 
on those who fear Him from generation to 
generation.” She was a lowly human being with 
great faith. 
 
And the winner is --- Lucy Logan! 
 
Next Month’s Q & A’s – 1. (Easy) - Luke 9:27 – 
Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, 
some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God.” Did some 
of his disciples see the kingdom of heaven? 
When? Who? 
 
2. (Harder) – In Exodus 14 beginning with verse 
21, God parts the waters for the Israelites to 
cross through the Red Sea. How many other 
times in the Bible does God part the waters for 
Israelites to cross and who are they? Hint – 
check out 2 Kings! 
 
Send your entries to billb@kaballero.com. 
 
 

JEANNE PROCTOR 
TEACHER AND FRIEND 

 
 Twelve years ago, soon after Ward and I 
moved to the Northern Neck, I asked a friendly 
person standing next to me at a party if she 
knew of a women's Bible study in the area. That 
person turned out to be Jeanne Proctor, and she 
said that she had just started a weekly one in 
her home! She had been a Community Bible 
Study teacher in Northern Virginia, and wanted 
to offer that teaching here. 
 Women from many different Christian 
churches, and some from no church at all, 
began gathering in Jeanne's home on Friday 
mornings to learn about Jesus and share in 
prayer and fellowship. She thoughtfully phoned 
many of us each week, and for those who had a 
special concern she would immediately pray 
with us over the phone. She and Steve hosted 
festive parties for us and our husbands twice a 
year, and one husband was heard to say that he 
had never heard prayers said at a party before!  
 At St. Stephen’s Jeanne was an active 
participant in Bible study and fellowship, and 
worked and prayed fervently for the founding of 
a Young Life Organization here in the Northern 
Neck.  
 Jeanne's sudden departure from this life 
was a blow to all who knew and loved her. She 
will continue to be greatly missed. 
 

Judy LeHardy 

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

 
At Coffee Hour Sunday 

September 25 
Purpose:  To Discuss the Status 

of the Litigation 
And Contingency Planning 
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ANOTHER BIBLICAL 
EXPRESSION 

Morris Dillingham 
 

 I’m bringing another one to your attention 
this month.  It represents to me the most powerful 
message in the Bible, a message of the ultimate 
forgiveness and redemption. I’m sure you have 
heard this one many times. Our rector Jeff used it 
in a sermon recently as he referred to faith that is 
abandoned due to human-ness and sin.   
 

 What is the expression? It is “Petered 
Out.”  Perhaps you are more familiar with it in a 
more secular context. My first thought was of 
following a hiking trail that, at first, was very clear 
but soon “petered out” with no more signs of it 
even being a trail. I believe that this is the way 
that many biblically originated expressions have 
evolved into a more secular usage. You can 
probably guess how this expression originated in 
the Bible. I can’t prove the source but logic tells 
me that this is based on Luke 22:54-62 where 
Jesus had been arrested by the Temple Guard 
and now Peter denies knowing Jesus three times 
as Jesus predicted. Peter was acutely aware of 
his failure when the rooster crowed and he went 
outside the courtyard and wept. This disciple had 
been extremely faithful and was even the first one 
to know that Jesus was, in fact, the “Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” (Matthew 16:16-18) The 
scripture indicates that this knowledge was not by 
accident. Even so, Jesus must have had 
foreknowledge of Peter’s failure yet He 
proclaimed that “on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome 
it”. Can you think of anything more disheartening 
than to realize that you had betrayed your best 
friend and the Son of God? Judas hanged himself 
for his actions and we can only wonder about the 
thoughts of Peter as he realized his own 
shortcomings that awful evening. The wonderful 
message here is that, no matter what the failure, 
there is forgiveness and redemption if you are 
truly repentant. Thanks be to God that this 
forgiveness is so broad that we can seek him and 

find redemption, no matter what our failure.    
 

 I’ll bet that the next time you hear the 
expression “petered out” that you will remember 
this biblical reference and all that it means to us. 
 

Biblically speaking, 
Mo 

 
“All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness.”   2 Tim 3:16 
 

 
 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
 

IN THE CRUCIBLE 
VOLUME 1: THE ESCAPE 

by David John Bena 
 
 This is a book I couldn’t put down. I stayed 
up half the night, biting my nails, to finish it and 
now I’m writing a review. 
 

 So, what makes the book so good? Is it 
because the author, Bishop Bena, suggests the 
main character Marine Corps Captain Zach 
Savage looks and acts an awful lot like him? Is it 
because the story has more plot twists, daring 
rescues, and close calls than a James Bond 
movie? Or is it because the main characters are 
Christians - who make mistakes and need help 
like the rest of the world, but pray and seek help 
from pastors and other Christians when they do? 
 

 In the Crucible is the first of a trilogy of 
books Bishop Bena has recently written. I can’t 
wait to read the next two. In the meantime, I invite 
you to check this one out of our St. Stephen’s 
library and after you read it, to recommend it to a 
friend. 
 

Margaret Radcliffe 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
 

Sept.   4  Colston Newton, Tony Blackstone 
Sept. 11  Fred Woodard, Stan Rasberry 
Sept. 18  Anna and Pat Brennan 
Sept. 25  Smitty and Joyce Smith 
Oct.    2   Laura Woodard, George Beckett 
 

Altar Guild 
 

September Eleanor Semerjian and Lyle Avent 
October Lynne Cerar, Virginia Townshend 
  and Betty Hillman 
 

Acolytes 
 

Sept.   4  Emma Saunders    
Sept. 11 Chris Cralle 
Sept. 18 Marley Kimmitt 
Sept. 25   Jennifer Radcliffe 
Oct. 2  Caitlyn Cralle 
 

Lesson Readers  
 

Sept.   4  Barbara Seed (L) 
  Dick Seed (P)    
Sept. 11 Dana Bloom (L) 
  Bill Bloom (P) 
Sept. 18 Jim Conley (L) 
  Marie Carstensen (P) 
Sept. 25   Betty Dillingham (L) 
  Ruth Franck (P) 
Oct. 2  Dick Goertemiller (L) 
  Allen Joslyn (P) 
 

Deacons 
 

Sept. 4 The Rev. Daniel Mochamps 
Sept. 11 The Rev. Mary Swann 
Sept. 18 The Rev. Mary Swann 
Sept. 25 The Rev. Daniel Mochamps 
Oct. 2  The Rev. Mary Swann 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Sept.   4  Allen Joslyn    
Sept. 11 The Rev. Mary Swann 
Sept. 18 Phyllis TeStrake 
Sept. 25   The Rev. Daniel Mochamps 
Oct.   2 Ward LeHardy 
  

Greeters    
 

September Lynn and Howard York 
October Alison and Tom Kimmitt 

Coffee Hour 
 

Sept. 4   Corinne Anthony, Lyn & Jim Conley 
Sept. 11 Charlaine & Bill Andrulot 
Sept. 18 Betty Dillingham & Gail Gillan 
Sept. 25  Eleanor Semerjian & Joy & David  
  Gwaltney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Happy Birthday  
 
Sept.  1 - Lucille Logan 
Sept.  2 - Charlaine Andrulot 
Sept.10 - April Kranda 
Sept.13 - Sandra Baranski 
Sept.15 - Pam Smith 
Sept.16 - Colston Newton 
Sept.19 - Timothy Lewis 
Sept.20 - Alison Kimmitt 
Sept.23 - John Cowart, Dick Seed, Langley   
                Lewis, Lewis E. (Smitty) Smith 
Sept.24 - Tad de Bordenave  
Sept.26 - Corinne Anthony 
Sept.29 - Laura Carson, Peter Joslyn, Thelma  
                Pearl    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Sept. 1    Sharon Baldacci and Randy Smith 
Sept. 7    Beverly and Brian Hart  
Sept. 8    Jane and Charles Wrightson 
Sept.15   Irene and Allen Haley  
Sept.29   Jan and George Beckett  
 

 
O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 

woman may be so knit together in your will, 
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow  

in love and peace with you and one another all the 
days of their lives. Amen. 
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RECYCLE YOUR COFFEE CUPS AFTER 
SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR  

 
 Yes, now that you've gotten the hang of recycling your Sunday 
worship booklets, we're moving on to coffee cups.  
 
 Perhaps you have noticed that the coffee cups we use at St. 
Stephen's are made from "fully renewable resources." They are also 
"compostable." Well, not in your backyard compost heap, but they are at a 
commercial facility.  

 
 Connie deBordenave is spearheading this recycling effort. (Thank you, Connie). Expect 
to see a special container near the coffee pots where you can drop your used coffee cups 
after Sunday Coffee Hour.  
 
 We're just starting with coffee cups for now. We'll see where we go from here later, after 
you get the hang of this!  
 

Corinne Anthony 


