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St. Stephen's will host the second of a 3-part Table Talk series
entitled China - the Emerging Giant on Friday, November 19, 2010
on the topic The Society of China. The speaker will be the Reverend
Gary Russell, Director of China Harvest. Mr. Russell has been the
Director of China Harvest since its founding in 1993, when he
returned to the U.S. after living in China for 3 years. The purpose of
China Harvest is to be a ―Strategic Catalyst for the Evangelization of
China: Networking Christians Worldwide and Serving Chinese
Believers.‖
While living in China, Mr. Russell directed the transfer of over
40 tons of Chinese Bibles and Christian books to house churches
throughout the country. He planted two cell churches and trained
house church leaders, the national pastor, and governmentregistered pastors from many different provinces. Gary served as a
liaison between over a dozen foreign ministries in China. This
provided an excellent opportunity to learn what was happening at the
grass roots level. He recently published an article in Christianity
Today on the current trends in China and the continuing need for
Bibles.
This presentation, like all in the Table Talk series, will be
preceded by a dinner at 6:30 pm cooked by the Levites. It is open to
the public, but seating is limited to the first 120 to sign up. You can
sign up in the hallway or by calling the church office at 580-4555.

JEFFREY’S JOURNAL

difficulty, and unpleasantness. When we pray for
God to take care of us, do we just stop there and
hope for the best? Or do we take our own steps
to work alongside God to make the outcome a
good one?

Jacob and
Esau, the twin
sons of Isaac, had
been apart for
many years. The
last time they had
seen each other,
Jacob
had
swindled Esau out
of his birthright. In Genesis Chapter 32, Jacob
was returning from a faraway land where he had
married and prospered. God Himself had told
Jacob it was time to return home, but Jacob was
nervous about what would happen when he and
his brother came together for the first time in
decades.

We pray for God to turn the heart of
someone with whom we are estranged.
We should also be a blessing to that
person, forgive them, and ask them to
forgive us.
When we face a diagnosis of a terminal
illness, we pray for God to heal us. We
should also begin putting our house in
order, in case our time has come.
We pray for God to bring our church property
litigation to a swift and favorable
conclusion. We should also be preparing
to serve God faithfully and well in whatever
circumstances He chooses for us when
the lawsuit is over.

Jacob sent messengers ahead to tell Esau
that he was on his way with cattle and servants
and a big family, and he hoped he would find
favor in Esau’s eyes. The messengers brought a
return message: Esau was coming to meet them
with 400 men. What was that supposed to
mean? Was Esau so happy his brother was
coming home that he was bringing a big company
to greet him? Or was he harboring such a
grudge that he was bringing 400 soldiers to wipe
out Jacob and his family? Jacob prayed to God,
―Save me from the hand of my brother
Esau….‖ (Genesis 32:11). Then Jacob worked
out a plan. He sent some of his men ahead with
extravagant gifts as a peace offering to Esau. He
sent them in waves the day before his arrival with
his wives, servants and children.

The Christian life is not just about God
answering our prayers and blessing us. It is
about His grace and love spreading abroad.
And that happens, in part, through what we,
His servants, do. Sometimes we will be
thrilled by God’s obvious answers to our
prayers.
Other times, His plan or His
schedule will be different from ours, and we
may be disappointed. So as we pray for
God’s protection, healing, or help, it is
incumbent upon us to do our part to work
alongside God for a grace-filled result.
Yours in Christ,
Jeffrey Cerar, Rector

As things turned out, Esau came with his
400 men and embraced his long-lost brother and
welcomed him. It was a happy ending. God had
answered Jacob’s prayer. I know Jacob was
brought to tears of joy and relief by the way his
brother Esau received him. And in preparing for
God to grant his prayer, his own careful
preparations had borne good fruit: he had gone a
long way to honor his brother and make
reconciliation possible.
We, too, are God’s people. We, too, have
assignments from God. We, too, face danger,
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Dear St. Stephen’s
Family:

ST. STEPHEN’S
VETERANS’ DAY
OBSERVANCE

Bill and Barbara
Ressler would like to
thank everyone at St.
Stephens for well wishes, cards, and the
delicious cake in celebration of our marriage.
We look forward to fellowship with the church
family.

Sunday, 7 November 2010, we will have
our annual Veterans’ Day observance in the
Parish Hall, immediately following the 10:00 a.m.
service. Everyone is invited and encouraged to
bring guests. All veterans are encouraged to
wear their uniform or civilian suit with miniature
medals.

Barbara France-Ressler
+++++

HARVEST BAKE SALE
Thank you, thank you, thank you! The
Harvest Festival Bake Sale was a smashing
success --- our biggest ever! And it is only
because of the generosity and hard work of all of
you who took the time to bake a wide variety of
cakes, pies, breads, brownies, cookies, candies,
and other wonderful confections.
We had a marvelous assortment of baked
goods, and even though the Festival crowd was
smaller than the Memorial Day one, they seemed
to be a lot hungrier! Here’s what we sold at the
Bake Sale concession:
17 Cookbooks @ $15 ea. $ 255.00

Bake Sale Goods
Grand Total Sales

$1,700.50
$1,955.50

Our speaker is a WWII pilot of vast
aviation experience, who also served in Korea
and Vietnam. We plan to have the Air Force
JROTC Honor Guard from Lancaster High School
present the colors in our cemetery and a bugler
to sound taps in memory of all deceased
veterans. Following the Benediction, there will be
a buffet luncheon provided by the Church and
Parish Hospitality teams.
Howard L. York
Program Chairman

The Bake Sale profit is the biggest ever—it
tops the Strawberry Festival amount of $1,519.25
by $181.25.
My sincerest thanks to all of you who baked
and those who volunteered to help with the set-up,
packaging, pricing, displaying, cashiering, and
bagging on the day before the sale and on Festival
day.
Thank you so much for your generous
participation.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON
BIBLE STUDY
Need an NFL break? Todd Lewis will be having a
Bible study every Sunday at the rectory from 4:15
-6:00. This was originally planned for parents of
the youth group but anyone interested is more
than welcome to attend. We will be studying the
book of Hebrews.
Todd Lewis

Pauline Edmonds
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A CHILDREN’S THANKSGIVING PARTY
Saturday, November 20
10:00 a.m. to noon
On Saturday, November 20th, St. Stephen’s will be host to another party for children similar to
our Easter party last Spring. This time we will be celebrating God’s abundant blessings, teaching the
children to know God as the source of all those blessings. The event will feature a hay ride (if I can
locate a wagon) and will include age appropriate activities revolving around a theme of Autumn
thankfulness. Children between the ages of one and eleven are invited - which means our St.
Stephen’s children, and the children of this community.
Anyone of any age older than eleven may help with the party. Please contact me to volunteer.

SPAGHETTI SUPPER FUN RAISER
This is to thank the hardworking volunteers who made the food, staffed the kitchen, and/or
supervised the servers, then stayed to clean up. John and Bill Powers, Sally and Rodney Custer,
Susan Thomas, Smitty and Joyce Smith, Irene Haley, Constance McDearmon, Lucy & Jim Logan,
Susan Sauders, Alison Kimmitt, Val Hutchison, Betty Cralle, Liz Hudnall, Jen Radcliffe, and Tim Lewis that means you!
And to thank all who attended, contributed, prayed, and advised. It was a successful, fun
evening for everyone, but especially for our ten young servers: Tommy & Timmy Kimmitt, Matthew
Haley, Emma & Sarah Saunders, LeAnne Nguyen, Chris Cralle, Marley Kimmitt, Lizbed Martinez, and
Chloey O’Bier.
To God be the glory! Great things He hath done!
Margaret Radcliffe
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SENIOR WARDEN REPORT

The essayist continues by characterizing the
spirit-filled sermon and in doing so profiles the
sermons that we are blessed to hear from Jeff (or
Tad) on any given Sunday:

Have you thought
recently about the role
worship plays in our
collective church life as
a congregation? There
is something about our
worship services that
draws us all together
every week, nearly filling the church on most
Sundays. What is that ―something?‖ One only has
to consult our own web site and our brochures
and pamphlets to find the answer. There we
reveal to ourselves and to those who are seeking
to know us better, how we feel about worship in
words like:

“I want to know something about the
character of Christ; I want to know that God
cares, loves and forgives me…. I want to hear the
Scriptures read in a way that grips my soul and I
want to hear the Scriptures burnt into my soul [in
a way] that challenges me to be a be a better
Christian. I want to walk out and say, “Yes I have
heard the Word of the Lord and this is what it
says and this is what I must do to change my
life.”*
So lest we take our Sundays for granted, let us
recognize the ―difference‖ mentioned above, and
appreciate our pastor who conducts worship
services where we can be ―humbled in adoration
before the cross.‖

•Worship is the most important thing we do at
St. Stephen’s.
•…Christ-centered…
•…spirit-filled…
•…every service is a celebration…
•…we praise God and receive His blessing in
Word and Sacrament

Tony Blackstone
*From ―The Psychology of Worship and Church
Growth,‖ by the Rev. David Virtue

Of course, we believe and practice a Godly
worship because we have a Godly pastor who
not only designs and promotes worship as our
―top priority,‖ but preaches the Gospel and
challenges us every week to ―let your light shine
before men in such a way that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.‖ (Matt. 5: 16).

One day that’s spent with
You, O Lord,
In worship and in praise
Is better than a
thousand spent
In less important ways.

Recently I read an essay about the difference in
worship services between churches that are alive
for Christ, like St. Stephen’s, and those that are
not. Regarding the former, the author says:
“The moment you walk through the front
door you have a sense that something is different
here. It can be the rousing voices of a choir
singing an anthem or the quiet reflective
environment of a more catholic congregation, but
one senses something different is going on. One
is either caught up in the spiritual exuberance of
the moment or one is humbled in adoration
before the cross.”*
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not be successful in bringing a guest but in order
for this idea to work, everyone is encouraged to
ask. Please don’t assume that ―someone else‖
will do it. We hope to see at least 30-40 visitors in
church on November 21st. Individuals, couples,
families, and especially children are welcome.
To assist the congregation in ―asking,‖ the vestry
will supply printed invitations that you can
personally hand to your invitees. These will be
available soon on a table in the hallway of the
Parish House. (Lucy Logan is the vestry contact.)
You may wonder whom you should ask. Here are
some ideas:
In my October news-letter article I wrote about a
growing church being a healthy church and the
Vestry’s interest in insuring that our church
programs are all ―visitor friendly,‖ and that we
have discussed the idea of a ―Bring a Friend to
Church‖ Sunday. I closed by suggesting that you
―stay tuned for further developments.‖ Well, here
they are!

•Someone in your own family
•A friend or neighbor
•Someone in your civic groups
•Someone from your health club
•A casual acquaintance
Please advise a member of the vestry by Sunday,
November 14th of the number of visitors who
have accepted your invitation so that we can
prepare accordingly.

Jeff and the Vestry have designated Sunday,
November 21st, as the first (annual?) BRING A
FRIEND TO CHURCH Sunday at St. Stephen’s.
Naturally, an event like this has to be planned, so
here is an outline.

On November 21st we will receive our visitors for
worship where Jeff will include a sermon
appropriate for welcoming visitors to St.
Stephen’s and into God’s presence. Following the
service we will have a welcoming packet of
information for all visitors, to include a follow-up
card. (Steve Proctor is the vestry contact.) And
finally, during the coffee hour, we should all
attempt to greet and converse with as many of
the visitors as possible to overwhelm them with
Christian fellowship, St. Stephen’s style. May
God bless our efforts.

First, it’s important to remember that when
considering church growth, we are focusing on
glorifying God in greater abundance and not on
―numbers.‖ We believe that if the first goal is
accomplished, growth will result, and we are
trusting in God’s will for us. This basic premise
leads us to the following PURPOSES of ―Bring a
Friend to Church.‖
•
•
•
•

Introduce a non-churched person to
Christian worship
Provide Christian fellowship for someone
on your mind
Share worship at St. Stephen’s with a
neighbor or friend
Involve every person or family at St.
Stephen’s in the ―growth‖ process

Tony Blackstone

The main requirement to make the event
successful is for every person or family in the
congregation to ask someone to attend church
and coffee hour as your guests. Everyone may
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JUNIOR WARDEN REPORT
Several maintenance issues arose this month,
while the Sycamore trees dropped more
leaves and branches. One of the heat pumps
in the Parish Hall gradually began to lose
cooling capacity. RMC checked and found a
bad needle valve was the cause. A new valve
and a good recharge and the unit works fine
now. The furnace in the Thrift Shop, when first
activated this fall, sounded like 76 trombones.
An RMC technician bled the air out of the
lines, and relative peace returned to the
building. The wall receptacles in the Rectory
again went dead, as the circuit breaker
repeatedly kicked out. Tony King discovered
that a switch in the living room was the guilty
party. No one knows what the switch
operates, so the switch was deactivated. A
new element for the upper oven in the Rectory
was discovered in a parts store in Richmond,
but, alas, the oven still does not work. This will
be a work in progress. The ground ivy around
the Rectory was climbing the walls and
encroaching on the windows and siding. The
ivy was brought back down to earth. The
central control board of the firebox in the
Parish Hall went bad and had to be replaced.
Evidence of the evil ones with long tails and
short legs were discovered in the kitchen
cabinets of the Parish Hall. Fear not – L & J
Pest Control came to the rescue preparing a
feast for their consumption. Not a sound has
been heard since.

Barbara Townshend is St. Stephen’s
newest member. She moved here three years
ago from the Waldorf, Maryland, area to get
away from the traffic and to enjoy the slower
pace of the Northern Neck.
Barbara has two children and four
grandchildren. Her late husband was a cousin
of Laddie Townshend. She is a retired
teacher’s aide. She enjoys arts and crafts,
baking and singing.
Barbara told me she likes helping
people and is ready to pitch in whenever she
is needed. Welcome Barbara!
Suzy Norman

Bill Bloom

THE THRIFT SHOP NEEDS YOUR HELP!
We’ve been doing so well that we’re nearly out of everything—dishes,
serving pieces, pots & pans, towels, sheets and blankets, furniture,
mirrors, artwork, decorative items, table linens, lamps, etc.
We know you’re busy, but please think of us when house cleaning.
Thank you.
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LIBRARY UPDATE
This was a very busy month for the librarian – many donated items came in, along with some that
had not gotten catalogued in August. We received a 4-tape collection of videos, entitled ―the Life of
Jesus Christ.‖ The series covers the birth, ministry, betrayal and resurrection of our Lord. A new
collection of a now discontinued periodical, ―Christian History‖ was received with 13 issues. Two
more copies of the ―Biblical Archaeology Review‖ were donated also. Following are the other items.
Author

Title

Hugh Kitson

the Cyrus Call (a Video)

Chester Michael

Arise: a Christian Psychology of Love

Bob Horner

Applying the Seven Promises

Frances Roberts

Make Haste My Beloved

Eugenia Price

Getting Through the Night

Og Mandino

the Christ Commission

Hannah Smith

Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life

Andrew Murray

Exciting New Life

Pat Robertson

the Greatest Virtue

Frederick Speakman

God and Jack Wilson

Buckner Trawick

the Bible as Literature

Elizabeth Yates

Book of Hours

Christopher Catherwood

Whose Side is God on?

Paul Tillich

Love, Power and Justice

Marianne Micks

Loving the Questions (Nicene Creed)

Allison Stokes

Women Pastors

Blackfriars

St. Thomas Aquinas: the Trinity

Kennon Callahan

Effective Church Leadership

Stanley Beck

Modern Science and Christian Life

Mary Chase

Life and Language in the Old Testament

Harry Fosdick

Great Voices of the Reformation

Scott Walker

Life-Rails: Holding Fast to God’s Promises

Thomas Cahill

Desire of the Everlasting Hills

Bill Graham

Approaching Hoofbeats

Ronald Rolheiser

the Holy Longing

Norman Peale

Joy of Living
Continued on next page...
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LIBRARY UPDATE CONTINUED…
Author

Title

Reader’s Digest

Great People of the Bible

William Purcell

Behold My Glory

Max Lucado

Every Day Deserves a Chance

Max Lucado

Small Gifts in God’s Hands

Ellen White

Desire of the Ages

Marydel Frohne

Christians Together

Harold DeWolf

Hard Rain and a Cross

Henry Chadwick

Saint Augustines Confessions

Josh McDowell

Right >From Wrong

Bill Bright

Seven Promises of Promise Keeper

Ralph Reed

Active Faith

Sarah Clarkson

Journeys of Faithfulness

David Klinghoffer

Discover of God

USGPO

Prayers by Peter Marshall at U. S. Senate

Diarmuld O’Murchu

Religious Life

Evelyn Bence

Mary’s Journal

Rebecca Laird

Answered Prayers

Kay Arthur

Discover the Bible for Yourself

Justo Gonzalez

History of Christian Thought

Doubleday & Co.

the Jerusalem Bible

Mary Chase

the Bible and the Common Reader

Sarah Young

Jesus Calling

Henry Van Dyke

Out-of-Doors in the Holy Land

Henrietta Mears

What the Bible is All About

Nancy Roth

Praying, a Book for Children

Don Armentrout

Documents of Witness

Robert Wright

Prayer Book Spirituality

Robert Wright

Readings for the Daily Office from the Early
Church

Bill, the Librarian
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Our next meeting will be Thursday, November 18 at 11:00 a.m. in the Rectory. Our
speaker will be our own Jeffrey Cerar. All women of the church are invited to attend and
encouraged to bring a friend. As usual, we like to begin by attending the Healing Service in the
church at 10:00 a.m.
Cookbook News: If you contributed a recipe to our well-read cookbook, check over your
submission for accuracy. If you find an error, please let Marie Carstensen know. She will be making
up a ―correction‖ page and it is important to have them all. This correction page will be inserted in
the unsold books and you can pick up a copy for your own book.
Many thanks to Donna Soule for her donation of a china hutch to the rectory kitchen. Her donation
gives the kitchen more storage and counter space. Thanks also go to Marie Carstensen who
donated kitchen towels, stainless flatware, and assorted kitchen gadgets to the rectory kitchen.
Kudos also to Jim Logan for his carpentry skills in the rectory kitchen. Bless you all!
Suzy Norman

Constitution Island is part of the United States Military Academy at
West Point. Its original use was to connect a large chain from the island
to the shores at West Point during the Revolutionary War to trap British
ships.
In 1836 the Warner family from New York City build a house on the Island. There were two
daughters, Susan and Anna. Susan wrote a popular book in the 1850 called Wide Wide World.
Anna Warner 1836-1915 was the author of the hymn still sung today, Jesus Loves Me. The sisters
taught Bible classes to West Point cadets for 40 years!
When the cadets came over to the island on Sundays, the women had made mats for them to sit on
out on the lawn, so they would not soil their white trousers.
I was a docent on the island when we lived at West Point, 1968-1971, so I always think of Anna
when we sing her song.
Joan Blackstone
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Ushers
Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 21
Nov. 25
Nov. 28
Dec. 5

Anna & Pat Brennan
Susan Thomas & Brian Hart
David Gwaltney and Ward Le Hardy
_______________ 10AM Service
Bobby Edmonds & Jim Conley
Steve Proctor & Colston Newton

Coffee Hour
Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 21
Nov. 28

Veterans’ Day (Hospitality Team)
Bertie & Bob Strange, Lucy Logan
? Smith & Lucy Logan
Joy & David Gwaltney, Julie
Pritchard

Altar Guild
November
Dec. wk #1

Julie Pritchard, Bev Hart &
Marie Carstensen
Lucy Logan, Virginia Townshend

Acolytes
Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 21
Nov. 25
Nov. 28
Dec. 5

Jennifer Radcliffe
Caitlyn Cralle
Tim Lewis
Emma Saunders
Marley Kimmitt
Jennifer Radcliffe

10AM Service

Lesson Readers
Nov.
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Nov. 14
Nov. 21
Nov. 25
Nov. 28

Shirley Smith (L)
Craig Soule (P)
Jim Conley (L)
Jane Kimball (P)
Todd Lewis (L)
Langley Lewis (P)
Elaine Price (L)
Julie Pritchard (P) 10AM Service
Brooke Read (L)
Susan Read (P)

Happy Birthday
Nov. 1 - Linda Krisman
Nov. 2 - Herb Smith
Nov. 3 - Heather Townshend, Bruce Anderson,
Asher Oren (Jeff’s grandson)
Nov. 4 - Heather Cerar, Linda Hornby,
Marley Kimmitt
Nov. 7 - Sloane Kane
Nov. 9 - Tom Kimmitt
Nov. 10 - Jeanne Proctor, Lyle Avent
Nov. 13 - Jane Blackwell
Nov. 18 - Julie Pritchard
Nov. 20 - Jennifer Radcliffe, Grace Rice
Nov. 21 - Doug Smoot
Nov. 23 - Dick Goertemiller
Nov. 25 - Bill Bloom
Nov. 26 - Sharon Baldacci

Happy Anniversary

Eucharistic Ministers
Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 21
Nov. 25
Nov. 28
Dec. 5

Mary Swann
Bob Norman
Elaine Price
Suzy Norman
Ward LeHardy
Mary Swann

10AM Service)

Greeters
November
December

Nov. 10 - Judy and Ward LeHardy
Nov. 24 - Judy & Stan Raspberry
Nov. 29 - Glenice & Pete Coombs
Nov. 30 - Anna and Pat Brennan
O God, grant that the wills of this man and this
woman may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love
and peace with you and one another all the days of
their lives. Amen.

Jeanne and Steve Proctor
______________________
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BLESS GOD,
AMERICA!
ST. STEPHEN’S WITNESS
ST. STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
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Suzy Norman, Editor
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