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Come to praise the Lord and welcome
back our Uganda mission team who will
share their testimonies with us about the
trip. Invite a friend.

JEFFREY’S JOURNAL

partners or mission trips. From time to time, our
project may be music for a Sunday worship
service. It is possible that some of the projects
may be broken down for age-appropriate work.
The second half of our youth evenings will be
Bible study. For this segment we will break into
two groups ages 8-11 and 12+. I will work with
the older children, and Constance McDearmon
will work with the younger ones. We will also
have dinner once a month prepared by “Warmhearted Good Cooks,” our growing cadre of
volunteers.

On Children and
Youth
For
s o me
years now, we have
been praying that
God would bless us
with children at St.
Stephen’s. He has
been answering our
prayer in wonderful ways. If you were there on
Youth Sunday to hear our graduating seniors,
you will know how God has prepared their hearts
to face adulthood as disciples of Jesus Christ.
That is an answer to our prayers. He has also
answered our prayers by sending children to be
with us during the week. We have had as many
as 19 little children for the Monday morning
weekly Bible Story Time, and thirteen girls ages 8
to 18 for our Friday summer program for girls. I
have heard some folks express the hope that
these kids and their families will become
members. That would be nice, but the fact that
they have not doesn’t mean that God’s answers
have been incomplete. As I see it, we are
ministering to children and children are
ministering to us here at St. Stephen’s, and that
is all for God’s glory. We also are looking forward
to a boys’ outing with men—a boating/fishing trip
in August. Our Sunday School has continued
over the Summer. We are encouraged by the
continuing devotion of our Sunday School
teachers, Margaret Radcliffe, our Sunday School
Superintendent, and the children and their
parents.

We plan to hold a meeting for youth and
parents at coffee hour on August 29, and to begin
Youth Group meetings Sunday, September 12.
Constance and I are very grateful to Dixie for all
she has done these past few years with the youth
and the youth choir. We have been blessed to
have worked with her. We are excited about the
new face of our youth group, and are looking
forward to God building the kind of nurture and
unity that we have enjoyed in the past. Jennifer
Radcliffe and Liz Hudnall will be the ones to carry
over that vision from our past. And Tim Lewis has
offered to work with us as an alumnus.
We are also introducing two new acolytes
in August and September. Emma Saunders,
daughter of Rick and Susan Saunders, will serve
for the first time on August 22, and Caitlyn Cralle,
daughter of Chris and Jeanette Cralle, will serve
on September 5.
I know how much we all love the young
ones among us. As our youth preachers said in
June, the older folks of this congregation have
loved, respected and encouraged them. That has
spurred them to take responsibilities in
leadership. Praise God for this wonderful work.
May He always bless us in such abundance.

With the graduation of a large number of
youth, almost all of whom have moved away to
work or study, we are reinventing the youth
program this fall. Dixie Goertemiller will transition
out of the youth ministry, and we will not have a
youth choir. The focus of our Sunday evening
programs will be two-fold. From 4:00 - 5:00, we
will have all the young people ages 8-18 together
working on projects. Some of these will be to
teach them crafts and skills, much like we have
been doing with the girls on Fridays this summer.
Some will be aimed at supporting our mission

Yours in Christ,
Jeffrey O. Cerar
Pastor
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THE MIRACLE LADY

While visiting in the hospital, I answered
the phone for Mom as she was now not speaking
well due to all the attendant medical apparatus.
As a result, I spoke twice with my son whom I
have not spoken with in almost 10 years. My
younger son who is disabled, also spoke with me
and said that he had found a church to attend.

A couple of weeks ago on a Saturday, I
was alarmed to receive a phone call from my
sister saying that Mom was suffering from a
blocked bowel and was in the emergency room.
Sis said not to come right away since the doctor
had hopes that the problem could right itself.
Regardless, Mom is 92 years old so this was an
extra alarming call and I proceeded to contact the
Prayer Team via Bruce Anderson and ask for
their special attention to Mom’s situation.

Mom is now doing very well and was even
allowed to return to her two story house with
stairs. Thank you, Lord, for your overflowing
grace! And thank you all who prayed for and
asked about Mom.

The doctor wanted to give the problem a
chance to right itself since surgery for a 92 year
old is not routine by any means. If this did not
take place, surgery would be on the following
Monday.

Morris Dillingham

Until I could find out more I prayed my own
prayers and continued on to the special choir
event with St. Margaret’s. There I asked the
reader scheduled for Sunday’s service to include
Mom on her list. Well the day wore on into
Sunday morning with no change until after
Sunday’s service. Using my cell phone I checked
with the home front. Mother had not improved so
they were going right into surgery at 1:00 pm in
order that her strength might not diminish any
more in the interim. I rushed home and packed
for what I believed to likely be my last chance to
see Mom. I packed a funeral suit and a tribute
that I had written years ago that could be part of a
eulogy. Realizing the gift of 92 years that we had
already received, I believed that I should not
expect more and was very thankful for those 92
years.

There is still time to sign up for the Women’s
Retreat at Stratford Hall, just north of Montross.
The retreat begins at 5:00 p.m. Friday, August 5
and ends at 4:00 p.m., Saturday, August 6th. The
theme is “Mary & Martha: Serving Jesus Through
Prayer and Action.”
Come, join us for a wonderful time of
refreshment and fellowship with your sisters in
Christ. Information brochures with a registration
form, are available on the table in the Parish Hall
hallway.

I started my “last” trip home with that in
mind. I could hardly believe the grace and love of
God who answered prayers when only two hours
into my trip I received a call from Sis that said
Mom was out of surgery and talking. The staff
was calling her the Miracle Lady since the
problem required no disturbance of the bowel but
was due only to some scar tissue from an old
surgical procedure. What a gracious gift, just the
original 92 years! But now it looked as if God has
granted more than that! To fast forward, I
reached Asheville and visited with my mother and
siblings and had one of the best visits ever.

Suzy Norman

In God’s garden of love,
you are His forget-me-not.
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THE FESTIVALS AS
KINGDOM WORK

We have come to the conclusion that,
indeed, the festivals are far more than fundraising events. We know for sure that the festivals
have a positive impact on people and that we are
providing a powerful witness for our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Are the St. Stephen's festivals just events
to raise money? Consider the reaction of the
many folks who come to our festivals just to
enjoy the music program. Look at the radiant
smiles on their faces as the First Baptist Church
Choir or the little kids of Northern Neck Baptist
sing their hearts out. God's music is reaching our
community.

We praise God for everyone who plays a
part in the festivals, which we believe is truly
Kingdom Work.
Yours in Christ,
George and Jan Beckett

The festival vendors are part of our church
family, and they often request prayers for their
family or friends. The requests come throughout
the year and one person said, "I always ask for
prayers from St. Stephen's because when my
family needs God's help those prayers are
answered."

HARVEST FESTIVAL
BAKE SALE

The 2006 Christmas Countdown
Festival appeared to be a disaster when a
horrific, no- name hurricane ripped the roof off the
thrift shop, downed many limbs, and damaged
the church late Friday afternoon, hours before the
festival was to open. Opening on time the next
day, we operated with no electricity like the rest
of the Northern Neck. We had hot dogs on the
grill and plenty of other food at the festival.
Suddenly, we were in the food distribution
business as our neighbors, who needed a meal,
realized it could be found at St. Stephen’s.

It’s hard to believe, with temperatures
nudging the 100 mark and sultry humidity all
around us, that the Harvest Festival Bake Sale
is coming up soon! The date is Saturday, September 4th, when folks from all over will be here in
Heathsville looking to buy our wonderful baked
goods. Our success depends entirely on your
generosity in baking products for our sale.
Now is the time to think
about what to bake. Cakes, cookies, brownies, pies, breads, rolls,
fudge, etc., will all be in demand.
Please bake as many of your wonderful items as you can. From past
experience, we know we can sell
everything you can bake, usually before the end
of the official Festival day! We’ll have the Parish
Hall freezer cleaned out and space available in it
by August 7th for those of you who plan to bake
early and need extra freezer room. Labels for
your baked goods will be posted on the parish
hall freezer door along with suggestions for packaging your baked goods. My sincerest thanks to
all of you for your generous baking---your participation is greatly appreciated.

Several of our parishioners, such as Stan
and Judy Rasberry, Constance McDearmon,
Dixie Goertemiller, and Craig Soule, have created
and defined a strong Christian flavor at the
festivals through the mini-concerts and mission
booth. Even in America's current anti-church
environment, this open outreach program is well
accepted by believers and unbelievers alike.
Our blue shirts signify to vendors and
customers that here are people who really care
about them and will do whatever it takes to help
when help is needed. The presence of about 100
blue shirts is a strong testimony to the love of
Christ.

Pauline Edmonds
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SENIOR WARDEN REPORT

recent supreme court decision had little affect on
the teaching, preaching, and sharing of the
Gospel in the various communities.
Congregations remained resolute, budgets were
being met, and even new programs were being
added in some cases. Bill and I reported that our
hearts at St. Stephen’s are focused on our
mission of Knowing Christ and Making Him
Known to Others, and were proud to point out the
many programs that St. Stephen’s is sponsoring
this year, to include two missions to Uganda and
one to Nigeria.

If
you
mi s s e d
Brotherhood Sunday on
July 11, you missed a
rousing, spirit-filled time of
joint worship and fellowship
with our friends at First
Baptist Church. Pastor
Fountaine and Pastor Jeff
led the service in alternating roles. Jeff gave the
sermon, or as they say at FBC, “brought God’s
holy word,” to calls from the congregation of “Tell
it, Jeff!” and “That’s right!” plus numerous
“Amen’s.” The service ended with an altar call,
during which both pastors prayed with those who
came forward. I’m happy to say that our
congregation was well represented.

This meeting left me with the impression
that we are in blessed company as Anglicans
under the ADV umbrella. We have Godly clergy,
energetic lay leaders, and committed
congregations. As to the litigation, I am reminded
of GAL 6:9 which says, “And let us not lose heart
in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we
do not grow weary.”

Our expanded choir presented three
hymns under Dixie’s leadership, and many of us
were spread out among the FBC congregation for
the service. God was truly glorified by the service,
and by the picnic fellowship that followed with
abundance of food and friendly conversation.
“Love thy neighbor” was definitely accomplished.

Tony Blackstone

EXPELLED

On Saturday, July 17th, Bill Bloom and I
attended a three-hour “Rectors and Wardens
Meeting” at Truro Church in Fairfax for the nine
ADV parishes that are participants in the property
litigation.

As a follow-up to the
movie
"Exp elled,"
a
presentation and discussion of
spiritual warfare, everyone is
invited to gather at the Lewis'
home in Reedville each
Sunday evening from 7:00 to
8:30. The Scriptural concepts
discussed in "Expelled" will be further developed
and discussed and put into action by spending
some time together in intercessory prayer. Please
note that having seen "Expelled" is NOT some
kind of prerequisite to attend. Please join us in
person or in spirit.

The threefold purpose of the meeting was
to allow representatives from all the parishes
present to give a brief informal assessment of
their respective reactions to the recent supreme
court decision; to have a brief discussion of
contingency planning related to the litigation; and
to receive an update on the status of the litigation
from two members of the ADV legal team.
Although that sounds like an imposing agenda,
the meeting was anything but solemn. In fact, it
became an occasion of joyous praise and
worship, opening with prayer and hymn singing,
and brief messages from both Bishop Minns and
Bishop Bena. And when each parish
representative in turn made his report, the picture
quickly emerged that although in some
congregations people are just anxious for the
litigation to be over one way or the other, the

Todd Lewis

God keeps giving us
reasons to praise Him.
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JUNIOR WARDEN REPORT
The barn swallow nests were removed from over the outside of the doors
at the East end of the Parish Hall. The area was cleared and cleaned up once
the birds had taught their young to fly, Apparently when the building was
constructed, the door trim was placed over the battens, which left a gap
between the trim and the boards. Then, the builders (?) stuffed loose insulation
into the gaps. The swallows used some of that insulation as a soft base for their
nests. The gaps will be covered, and the covering material will be shaped so
that the swallows will have to build elsewhere next year.
Again Tommy Thompson came to our rescue and repaired a “drive-you-nuts” dripping faucet
in the Thrift Shop kitchen. The old faucet handles were firmly rusted in place, and it took some doing
to complete the job. We are grateful to Tommy for his excellent, timely repairs. He did not charge us
anything for his work -- again, as is his custom.
John Powers donated a new refrigerator for use in the kitchen in the Parish Hall. The old
refrigerator was moved to the kitchen at the Rectory by John, Bill, Randy and Patrick. It will serve as
a backup for the festivals and other events. An outdoor fan was installed on the ceiling of the back
porch at the Rectory to keep the “Friday little ladies” cooler as they learn to knit and crochet in the
great outdoors.
Otherwise, July was hot, dry and quiet.
Bill Bloom

TABLE TALK
September 17
6:30 PM

CHINA, THE EMERGING GIANT
Join us for a gourmet meal and a lecture series on China.
Our first dinner and lecture will be Friday, September 17 (note the
new date), and our speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Julian Linnell,
Executive Director of Anglican Frontier Missions (AFM), speaking to
us about China’s history and its traditional religions. Future evenings
will be about China today, and about the amazing things God is
doing in China to spread the Gospel. We want to include the public,
so invite your friends. But all will need advance reservations; we
only have 120 spots. Watch for the sing-up sheet in August.
Ward LeHardy
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MISSIONS UPDATE

THY WORKS PROCLAIM
THY PRAISE!

Our 5-person mission team embarks on
July 29 for Mukono and Mityana, Uganda.
Teammates Jeff & Lynne Cerar, Lyn Conley,
Blake Smith and Sandi Ward, are ready and
eager. We have been monitoring the US State
Department warnings about travel. So far, we are
not dissuaded from making this trip, and we pray
the team will be able to go.

Parish Weekend 2010
October 22-24
We can see
God’s
handiwork
everywhere
we
look and know that
it points to Him as
Creator. But there
are
aggressi ve
at h e i st s
t h e se
days, like Christopher Hitchens and Richard Dawkins, who
have quite a following. Their books claim
that science refutes the hypothesis of a
Creator. But did you know that their assumptions and their science are outdated?
Did you know that science of the last hundred years points to the Creator God more
than ever?
In this four-part series, we will go to
school with Professor Stephen Meyer as he
lectures to college freshmen and introduces them to the exciting new developments in science. We will view six of his
lectures on the origin of the universe and
the origin of life (focusing especially on
DNA). We will see some dramatic pictures
from the Hubble Space Telescope, and
some fascinating animations of the coding
and machinery of the cell. And, of course,
we will have a lively discussion
This year’s program is a very different focus than recent Parish Weekends,
and it promises to inform us about how
discoveries in the scientific realm continue
to agree with what the Bible has said all
along.
Save these dates, and join your fellow SSA brothers and sisters for a weekend
away – a time of fellowship, worship,
learning, rest, good food that we don’t
have to cook, and a lot of fun.

A second mission will go to Mukono for the
consecration of the new Bishop on September
19, The Rt. Rev. James William Ssegabala. Jan
and George Beckett will be our emissaries for this
important event, at which the President of
Uganda will be speaking. George and Jan were
part of our first team to visit Mukono in 2005.
George has also been the leader of the eyeglass
ministry which has blessed thousands of
Ugandans through the Lions Club and the
Dioceses of Mukono and Mityana.
In late August, Tad de Bordenave will
travel to Nigeria. Bishop Inyom has invited him to
attend the All-Africa Bishop's conference with
him. His plans are still in the making, but the
following are on his agenda: September, Tad will
teach at a theological school, and work in the
Diocese of Makurdi under Bishop Inyom. There
he will teach and train missionaries, and will
celebrate with them on the 20th anniversary of the
diocese, and return home late September.
Each of our mission trips is funded from
three sources: the travelers’ own funds, outreach
funds of the parish budget, and the contributions
of our members and friends to our mission fund.
Thank you for your continuing contributions to the
mission fund. They are greatly valued, and God
uses them in wonderful ways.
Jeffrey Cerar

Go into all the world and
preach the good news.

Registration forms will be out soon.
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NIGERIA
News about Nigeria is provided in an effort to keep
our congregation connected to Nigerian Christians who
continue to carry their crosses for Jesus. This is one more
step toward doing our part in the Great Commission, by
carrying the Word of God to the Fulani peoples group and to
assist the local efforts to accomplish that. St. Stephen’s
Anglican’s vestry recently investigated ways we could help
there.
The Rt. Rev’d Musa Mwin Tula, Diocesan Bishop of Bauchi
in the district of Jos, recently sent us the following
information:
“I have just finished my course at ECWA Theological Seminary Kagoro, my wife will
be finishing next year, and my three kids are in senior Secondary School in Jos. Pray
for their success please.
During February 2009 crisis our church at Railway was burnt down by the militant
Muslims, the estimated cost is about two million, eight hundred naira only. The
Vicarage was also burnt down; it will cost two million one hundred naira only.
We also embark on rural mission work at Sanga, we’ve built a church and a mission
house at the cost of one million, five hundred thousand naira. There is another nearby
village, we are drilling a borehole at the cost eight hundred naira only and building a
mission house and a worship centre which is estimated to cost one million, eight
hundred naira only.
We shall be sending Rev Monday Ngofor, The missioner at Sanga next year to ECWA
Theological Seminary Kagoro, Kaduna State, for Three years course . It may cost us
Seventy Thousand naira per year.”
The Rev. Jeffrey Cerar and our vestry recently agreed to send $750 to assist in areas where God
is working vigorously among the Fulani peoples group. $500 will be used for seminary training of
the Rev. Monday Ngofor from Sanga, one of the places visited by our mission team headed by the
Rev. Tad de Bordenave in October, 2008. The remaining $250 will be turned over to Bishop Diya
for continuing construction at the Safe Place for Fulanis who are escaping Muslim persecution.
In September, our missionary the Reverend Tad de Bordenave will be going to Nigeria again.
Plans are still in process, but the Rt. Rev. Nathan Inyom, Bishop of Makurdi, has plans to honor
Tad in a ceremony making him a Canon of the Diocese. He has been invited to attend the Christian
Seminary, Bishop Crowther’s School of Theology, in Okene. In addition, Tad has been invited to go
to the All Africa Bishops’ Conference in Entebbe, Uganda, but that part of the trip is uncertain right
now. Tad requests our congregation to offer prayers for him and Connie so that the plans he
makes will bless everyone involved and honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY

THRIFT SHOP

By now, you may
have heard that St.
Stephen’s Anglican Church
is launching another prayer
ministry with a focus on
healing. This additional
prayer time will be available
beginning September 15
and
continuing
on
Wednesday evenings from
5:00 to 7:00 pm in the Rectory. Anyone who is in
need of prayer is invited to come and be prayed
for by our prayer ministers in a comfortable,
rel axed
and
private
setting.
No
appointment is necessary.

St. Stephen’s Thrift Shop has a wonderful
reputation for selling clothing that is fashionable
and in good condition. We know this because we
shop there and admire each other’s clothing on
Sunday mornings!

As a result of the faithful prayers of this
congregation and the grace of God, we have
been blessed to witness many healings. As a
parish family of faithful, devoted Christian
disciples, we know the power of prayer and we
pray continuously. Our prayer ministries are at
the center of all we do. The Holy Spirit is now
directing us to expand our prayer ministries and
move out into the community. At a later date, we
will offer this prayer time to the wider community.

The shop also has wonderful knickknacks and furniture in good condition—and we
work really hard to make to present them that
way. For this reason we cannot accept clothing or
merchandise that is not up to our standards. If
you wouldn’t wear it or use it in your own home,
the shop doesn’t need it. Please check with
Linda Krisman, Thrift Shop manager, before
bringing any large pieces of furniture to the shop.
She will make the judgment call whether or not it
should come to the shop. You can find Linda in
the shop on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays. Thank you for your cooperation.

You can help by signing up to pray at
home on these evenings for this ministry and
those who seek healing. Even if you are not
actively involved in one of our prayer ministries,
the Lord may be calling you to participate in this
way. We welcome and need your prayers.

And, thank you to all our fabulous
volunteers who are the heart and soul of the thrift
shop.

Contact Mary Swann or Susan Thomas if
you have questions.

Suzy Norman

When God forgives, He
removes our sin and
restores our soul.
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OUR PEOPLE
The following is the third and final article in a series of articles spotlighting reasons why
St. Stephen’s is a good place for children.
Jehovah Jireh! The Lord provides! And when He provides, He provides BIG! For all our
children’s activities over the past year (Vacation Bible School, Sunday school, Christmas Pageant,
Easter Party, Ascension Day project, Monday morning Bible Story Time, and Friday Girls Summer
Program), we have had helping hands galore. God has given us a veritable army of volunteers - people
who baked cookies, made sandwiches, supervised games, supervised crafts, read stories, taught Bible
lessons, prayed, poured lemonade, dressed funny, built flower boxes, made a manger, hinged a board,
scrubbed the porch, sang songs, raked leaves, donated materials, shopped for materials, snapped
pictures, taught needle crafts, picked flowers, planted seeds, installed a ceiling fan, moved a
refrigerator, hid eggs, and tended sheep FOR CHILDREN! Did I miss anything? If you’re one of the
people who did these things for children, I thank you. If you would like to be someone who does these
things for children, I welcome you to a world of unforgettable joy and blessing.
Recently, our Friday morning girls (ten of them!) were given an assortment of containers from
the thrift shop, buckets full of Charlotte Hundley’s flowers, a little instruction, and a lot of love and this
is what they came up with - ten beautiful, bright bouquets!

God is using our people to make our church a place where children grow and blossom and are
arranged with love into beautiful, bright bouquets of faithfulness. Please join me in thanking Him for this
and all our many blessings.
Margaret Radcliffe
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE

Aug.

Ushers
Aug.

1

Aug. 8
Aug. 15
Aug. 22
Aug. 29
Sep. 5

Coffee Hour

Janet Steelman, George Kranda

Bobby Edmonds, David Gwaltney
Susan Thomas, Stan Rasberry
Barbara and Dick Seed
Lynn and Howard York
Elaine and Tom Price

1

Aug. 8
Aug. 15
Aug. 22
Aug. 29
Sep. 5

Barbara & Dick Seed

____________________
Lyn & Jim Conley

____________________
____________________
____________________

Altar Guild
August
September

Pauline & Bobby Edmonds and
Margaret Radcliffe
Eleanor Semerjian and Lyle Avent

Acolytes

Happy Birthday

Aug.

Aug. 5 - Walter Eichacker
Aug. 10 - Jane Kimball
Aug. 11 - Bill Henson
Aug. 15 - Janet Steelman, Aislinn Lewis
Aug. 16 - Steve Radcliffe
Aug. 18 - Dixie Goertemiller, Bertie Strange,
Dana Bloom
Aug. 20 - Jane Wrightson, Tony Blackstone
Aug. 24 - Charlotte Hundley
Aug. 31 - Anna Brennan, Charles Franck

1

Aug. 8
Aug. 15
Aug. 22
Aug. 29
Sep. 5

Betsy Joslyn

Marley Kimmitt
Tim Lewis
Emma Saunders
Jennifer Radcliffe
Caitlyn Cralle

Lesson Readers
Aug.

1

Aug.

8

Aug. 15
Aug. 22
Aug. 29
Sep. 5

Jane Kimball (L)
Jim Conley (P)
Susan Read (L)
Brooke Read (P)
Dick Goertemiller (L)
Elaine Price (P)
Julie Pritchard (L)
Frank McCarthy (P)
Langley Lewis (L)
Todd Lewis (P)
Colston Newton (L)
Allen Joslyn (P)

Eucharistic Ministers
Aug.

1

Aug. 8
Aug. 15
Aug. 22
Aug. 29
Sep. 5

The Rev. Mary Swann

Suzy Norman
Elaine Price
Craig Soule
Phyllis TeStrake
The Rev. Mary Swann

Happy Anniversary
Aug 5 - Charlotte and James Hundley
Aug. 20 - Dana and Bill Bloom
Aug. 23 - Sue and Allen Joslyn
Aug.24 - Connie and Tad de Bordenave
O God, grant that the wills of this man and this
woman may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love
and peace with you and one another all the days of
their lives. Amen.

Greeters
August
September

________________________
________________________
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