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JULY 11, 11:00 AM AT
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
After a change of date, Brotherhood Sunday with First
Baptist Church will be on July 11 at 11:00 AM in their church
on Courthouse Road, Heathsville. We will worship together in
their sanctuary, both choirs will sing, and our rector will
preach.
After worship, we will enjoy a cookout together in the
pavilion at First Baptist Church, and Pastor John Fountaine
will share the word of God with us. It would be a great
blessing for us to turn out in big numbers to share this special
day with these good friends. We will not have worship at our
church that day, so sleep in an extra hour and join us at First
Baptist at 11:00 AM.

JEFFREY’S JOURNAL

six things:
Jesus.

In a month, I
will be teaching two
or three hundred ―lay
readers‖ in Uganda
about preaching. It is
a good thing for a
preacher to have to
think about: what are
the essentials of the
preaching office? I
will be forced to
simplify, because I won’t be able to use Power
Point or handouts, and I won’t be able to give follow
-up reading assignments, since books are not easy
to come by in Uganda. What are the main things
God has asked us to do as preachers?

every sermon should let people see

When we understand God’s Word better, we
are seeing Jesus, the Word made flesh (John 1:14).
When we learn of God’s character and His work
and plan, we are seeing Him in the Son of God,
God incarnate. And the culmination of God’s work
and plan to redeem His creation is that very same
Jesus Christ, who laid down His life for the sins of
the world. We need Him as our Savior. We love
Him as our Master and our brother and our friend.
All the encouragement we have in life comes from
Him. And out of that we praise Him.
Sir, let me see Jesus. If the preacher lets
people see Jesus, they will experience what Martin
Luther said was vital about the goal of preaching.
They will see how sweet, how lovely, how mighty,
and how comforting God’s Word is.

I have isolated six things that I see the
preacher doing as he shares the Word of God with
people.

Yours in Christ,
Jeffrey O. Cerar, Rector

1. Opening up God’s Word to the people. In
the Book of Nehemiah, we see Ezra the
priest reading the Bible to people who have
long since forgotten it. And dispersed
throughout the crowd were Levites, who
―read from the book of the Law of God,
making it clear and giving the meaning so
that the people could understand what was
being read.‖ (Nehemiah 8:8)

EMERGENCY MEALS
St. Stephen’s has a wonderful casserole ministry which provides emergency meals for those who
are ill or in a crisis situation. Janet Eichacker, bless
her heart, has been chairman of this committee since
its inception. She is now ready to step down and we
are looking for a new person to take over. Janet has a
list of people who signed up to help out with meals
and it is divided into Lancaster and Northumberland
counties.
If you feel the Lord calling you to chair this
committee, or to put your name on the list as a person
who would prepare meals, please call Janet, 5804731, or Suzy Norman, 462-6227. Thank you!

2. Helping the people know God’s character,
and the great scope and wonder of His work
and His plan.
3. Helping the people see their need for
Jesus.
4. Helping them love Jesus. As the two
disciples observed after encountering Jesus
on the road to Emmaus, ―Didn’t our hearts
burn within us while He talked with us on the
road and opened up the scriptures to
us?‖ (Luke 21:32)

CALENDAR ALERT

5. Encouraging them in their Christian walk.

October 22-24, 2010
Parish Weekend

6. Praising God.
As I thought about whether six things are too
many, I decided I could not pare the preaching
office down any further. But I discovered that there
is an essential that comes through from all of these

Be sure to save these dates for a fun gathering
with friends around topics of importance to our
faith.
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To all my wonderful family
at St. Stephen's:

Dear St. Stephen’s Family:
I would like to thank my St. Stephens family for their
prayers while my husband Allen was in the hospital.
Thank you so very much. He is home and doing well
after his surgery.

I want to thank you
for your prayers, cards
and phone calls since my past illness. This has been a
long, slow process, but I'm getting better each day!!! I
know God does answer all prayers, and just knowing
I've had so many friends praying for me during these
past 3 months, has been a great comfort to me!!!
Unfortunately, I am still having to be super
careful about being around people, any illnesses, and
even just going outside with the pollen being so
bad. Hopefully, I'll be able to get back into doing
more soon!!!
I keep my St Stephen's family, in my daily
prayers. God's Blessings Always.

Irene Haley

THANK YOU TO THE
SHORTCAKE CREW
Words cannot express my appreciation to
all of you who worked on the strawberry
shortcake crew, starting with those pots and pans
appearing and then the slicing group coming in.
We had 21 of the St. Stephen’s family sitting
around tables, laughing and talking and working
diligently at making those strawberries perfect for
the shortcakes. And, a huge thank you to all who
baked the cakes and having them available on
Saturday morning.
Then we had the crew show up on
Saturday and began selling strawberry
shortcakes at 8:00 a.m. I’m sure we had the best
cashiers and servers we’ve ever had. The Ward’s
grandsons, Zach and Sam, were fantastic
runners and I pray they will help again next year.
The rest of you were equally as awesome!
Several of you even stayed from the beginning
right through until we ran out of berries, which
made for a long day. Again, all I can say is
―Thank you‖ and ask you to be there again next
year.
It was a lot of fun, but I am very thankful it
only occurs once a year. God provided, as He
always does, and I give Him the glory for the
success of the event.

In Christ's Love,
Sandy Baranski

THANK YOU FROM
THE RECTOR
It has been an extraordinarily busy June at
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church. On June 5, we
hosted the Baccalaureate service for
Northumberland High School. We had Youth
Sunday and our annual Church Picnic on June
13. On June 17 the Women of St. Stephen’s had
their annual picnic. On June 19, we hosted St.
Margaret’s Anglican Church, whose choir came
to sing to us and celebrate God’s plan of
salvation. For all of these events, many people
helped organize, set up and take down, prepare
food and plan programs. Others made their
homes available. Others ushered and spoke and
sang and led prayers and devotions. And others
supported these events by being there. Two
couples hosted dinners for the Vestry and the
Uganda mission team when Bishop and Mrs.
Kaziimba were with us.

Phyllis

Throughout, God was glorified by the
generous giving of our substance on His behalf.
And all our guests were blessed by our
hospitality. As rector, I am deeply grateful to all
of you. This is a part of the mission for which
God has called us together. Thank you.

We honor God when we
honor one another.

Jeff
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BLOCK PARTY FOR CHRIST

COFFEE HOUR NEWS

On Saturday July 24, the Northumberland
Ministerial Association will host a ―Block Party for
Christ‖ from 1:00-4:00 PM. This will take place at
the lot next to EVB Bank in Burgess, which the
bank has kindly made available to the ministers
for this event. There will be games, a Moon
Bounce, Sno-Cones and Popcorn, Christian music and evangelistic preaching. Jim Conley from
St. Stephen’s is one of the preachers, and Margaret Radcliffe is heading up the activities for children. Last year’s event was very inspiring but
lightly attended. We hope this year will attract a
big crowd to hear about Jesus.

Once more we are
attempting to adjust the
Coffee Hour. We are trying to
encourage those who are not
thrilled with the idea of
hosting a Coffee Hour
because it seems like too
much work or requires too
much baking, to KEEP IT SIMPLE! Our thanks go
out to April and George Kranda for leading the
way in showing we can still enjoy lots of
conversation and welcome visitors with just
coffee and cookies.
The church will continue providing coffee,
(cream, sugar, etc.), lemonade, Oreos for
children, and children at heart, store bought
cookies or cake, and something salty. (Cheese
and crackers will no longer be provided.) If you
wish to add to what we have on hand, please do
so. We encourage everyone to sign up in a blank
space on the sheet taped to the kitchen door and
to use what the church has provided. There may
be some who wish to provide a feast and make
coffee hour something really special. That is
wonderful and we welcome that effort.

BLOCK PARTY CHILDREN’S
ACTIVITIES
St. Stephen will play a role in planning
and supervising outdoor activities for children at
the Northumberland Ministerial Association second annual Block Party on Saturday, July 24 from
1-4 p.m. on Route 360 in Burgess. Operating with
the theme, a Mighty God we serve! and using
props and a whole lot of imagination, children will
reenact several of God’s mighty deeds as recorded in the Bible. In addition, the first fifty children to arrive at the event will receive a free tshirt advertising God (for all time) and the event
(for next year).

What we wish to encourage is that you
sign up for a Sunday when you can host a
Coffee Hour and do what you are comfortable
doing. If you like simplicity, we encourage that –
if you want to provide a feast that is also
welcome. But please, sign up!

What is particularly special about this
event is the opportunity it affords for children of
the county and our summer visitors - to learn
about God in a particularly enjoyable way through games and other fun activities.

If you have any questions or comments,
please contact Sally Custer or Phyllis TeStrake.

Anyone of any age interested in helping
with the event, please call Margaret Radcliffe.

Those who lay up
treasures in heaven
are the richest people
on Earth.

4

SENIOR WARDEN REPORT

And finally, there is great news about the
continuing growth of The Anglican Communion in
North America (ACNA). On June 9th, the
Provincial Council created two new dioceses for
the spiritual support of a total of 34 Anglican
parishes representing seven states. ACNA
(pronounced A-C-N-A, not ―ack-na‖) now
numbers 614 congregations and 100,000
parishioners professing ―the Gospel once
delivered to the Saints.‖ This wouldn’t have been
possible if we had not left the Episcopal Church.

Let me say a few
words about the recent
Virginia Supreme Court
decision. Although Jeffrey
has commented from the
pulpit
and
in
a
congregational email, I
want
to
reassure
everyone of a few things.
First, while the vestry learned of the decision on
the very day of our most recent meeting, we did
not dwell on it as we had a full agenda of normal
church business associated with our mission to
advance the Gospel in all that we do. Guided by
Proverbs 3: 5&6, we acknowledged in prayer that
God is in control and we trust in Him to guide us
through events that are out of our earthly control.
Second, to be disappointed by the decision is not
the same as being discouraged. We know that
God is working His will through this legislation.
Third, for us and our congregation, our decision
to leave the Episcopal Church was based on our
adherence to the sanctity of God’s Holy Word
and was not about property. We were concerned
about the very foundations of our beliefs, for as
Psalm 11:3 says, ―When the foundations are
being destroyed, what can the righteous do?‖ For
TEC, however, the litigation, which they initiated,
has always been about property. We have a
Heavenly mission while TEC has a secular
mission. Aren’t you glad to be on God’s side in
this and all other tests of our faith?

Let me close with one of the scripture
selections from the choir recital on Saturday.
Psalm 27:1 assures us that ―The Lord is my light
and my salvation—whom shall I fear?‖ This is
another reminder that God is working out His will
in the life of St. Stephen’s.
Tony Blackstone

TEAM UGANDA
Bishop
Stephen
Kaziimba and his wife,
Margaret, visited us June 21
-25 while on sabbatical. It
p r e se n t e d
a
perfect
opportunity for the Bishop to
meet with our team, which
will travel to Uganda July 29
-August 9. He briefed us on what we will be doing
in Mukono and Mityana, and gave us some tips
on cultural differences. He also gave us
inspiration as he addressed the question of why
our coming to his diocese means so much to him
and his clergy and people.

In the meantime, St. Stephen’s Anglican
Church is alive for the gospel. On Saturday, June
19th, fifteen members of the choir from St.
Margaret’s Church in Woodbridge, plus spouses
and friends, came to Heathsville to present
―Salvation in Scripture and Song‖, a recital of
gospel songs mixed with scripture readings that
told the story of our Christian faith from Genesis
to Revelation. Our own choir joined them for the
final number ―Many Gifts, One Spirit,‖ a title which
certainly describes our congregation. It was truly
a polished and heartwarming performance, and
the evening was further enhanced by the
wonderful dinner lovingly provided by the Levites
for all attendees.

The team is now almost ready to depart,
and is eager to begin. All but one have been on
a short-term mission trip before, to places such
as Mozambique, Russia, Kenya, India and the
Dominican Republic. We are two teachers, a
social worker, a recent high-school graduate and
a priest. Together, we hope to be appealing
witnesses for the love of God and the unity of the
Body of Christ.
Jeff Cerar
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JUNIOR WARDEN REPORT
Maintenance – The front doors to the church were not closing properly -- to the point where a slight
breeze would blow them open. A licensed carpenter (Wayne Jett and his son Wayne of Heathsville)
were hired to repair the door. They moved the top and bottom latches so that they were exactly
aligned, made a new catch for the bottom mechanism, and applied weather stripping all around the
doors. They also closed the gap between the double doors going into the Parish Hall on the Church
side. When they submitted their bill to us, they only charged half their normal hourly rate for the work!
The Jett’s are very good finish carpenters should you need that kind of help. John and Bill Powers
repaired a post on the kitchen door side of the Hall, and Smitty patched and painted handrails on the
Parish Hall prior to the Strawberry Festival.
Chores – A sleeper sofa of great weight was moved from Ted Sherwood’s old house to the Thrift
Shop. There it was rejected and removed to the county dump. Noteworthy for their brawn and
bravery in the double move were George Beckett, Bobby Edmonds, Max Knight, Ben Ward, Smitty,
Tad, and Jim Conley; it was heavy! We lost many limbs in a big wind storm earlier in June. The really
big ones were removed by Charlie Wrightson. The many others were piled up for easy removal by
Margaret Radcliffe and her team of Monday Munchkins and by anonymous Christians. Thanks to the
Wrightsons for allowing us to remove the debris to their land.
Beautification - Many flowers were planted and gardens weeded prior to the Festival. Margaret
Radcliffe and Bertie Strange are to be thanked for that work. The South parking lot received a fresh
covering of stone, as did some parts of the other parking areas. We looked pretty sharp for the big
event. All of this was to God’s glory, of course.
Bill Bloom

INTRODUCING A SUMMER PROGRAM FOR GIRLS
This summer, we are beginning a new program for girls
ages eight and up. It will be held on Fridays in the rectory from
10:00 a.m. to noon. Girls will learn basic needle, fine arts,
horticulture, and culinary skills in a Christian environment. We
hope to nurture the faith of these young girls and to encourage
Christian friendships as they learn and practice new skills. And
we hope to encourage the girls to offer their new skills to God to let Him use them to be a blessing to others and for His glory.
Already we are lining up an ambitious schedule of instruction to
be given by our own talented St. Stephen’s members. And we
are hoping to receive from you any spare knitting needles, yarn,
embroidery floss, canvas, needles, sketch pads, drawing
pencils, mason jars, bud vases, and the like. Please see me or
Constance McDearmon for more information or to donate these
items.
Margaret Radcliffe
6

OUR NURSERY
The following is the second in a series of articles spotlighting reasons why
St. Stephen is a good place for children.
Have you poked your head in our nursery recently? God has blessed us with a bright, spacious,
welcoming place for our youngest children including a crib, changing table, sink, rocking chair, play
kitchen, doll house, wooden blocks, fire trucks, balls, rocking horses, and loads of other toys. And while
you’re there, check out the bulletin board and picture collages which feature craft projects and photographs from our Monday morning children’s Bible Story Time.
Have you met Ashley Lee, our new nursery attendant? She is young, capable, experienced, and
sweet. And the children love her. Ashley is a 2009 graduate of Northumberland High School, a classmate of Tricia Brennan. She works at Kingdom Kids, a church-run pre-school and daycare facility in
Burgess, and has finished one year at Rappahannock Community College. Ashley says she enjoys
children because they are funny and make her laugh. During a typical nursery hour, the children under
Ashley’s care happily work puzzles, ride the seesaw and rocking horses, and play with the kitchen and
small animal safari sets. Please join me in giving thanks for our wonderful nursery and nursery attendant.
Margaret Radcliffe

Ashley Lee with children on Youth Sunday June 2010.
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WELLSPRING
On June 17 the Women of St. Stephen’s had their Annual Picnic at Wellspring, the home of Langley
and Todd Lewis on the Chesapeake Bay. Everyone had a wonderful time sharing God’s Word, prayers
and fellowship together. The food, as always, was abundant and delicious. Take a look.
After lunch, we were given a tour of Wellspring. What a beautiful
setting! It overlooks the Chesapeake Bay and is perfect for swimming,
canoeing, kayaking, or just sitting in the shade of the beautiful trees and
gazing at the water. There is such a sense of peace there.
Here’s Todd’s story about Wellspring: Beginning about 17 years
ago Langley and I believed God had given us a vision to move to the
Northern Neck and start some kind of educational ministry. I felt very strongly that we needed a facility
with land to do whatever it was going to be. Years went by getting situated, planning and dreaming.
Right before Hurricane Isabel hit, Wellspring and some very helpful sale contingencies remarkably came to our attention. We had the means to buy it since we had to sell Langley's parents’ home in
Northern Virginia. Isabel badly damaged the property, and all the buildings needed total renovation. It
appeared we might be crazy for biting off this project, but we kept plugging away and things eventually
came together.
Except for a few cosmetic loose ends, we have just finished the renovation. As of now Wellspring can accommodate about two dozen people. We have been using the place for a variety of small
retreats and youth activities. Our larger vision of ministry has yet to take definite shape in terms of how
to use Wellspring, but we have a couple irons in the fire. We had originally planned to set up some kind
of educational program for youth, using local historical resources to illustrate some Biblical perspectives on history. My personal teaching focus has become more intensely theological over the past few
years and I would like to go more in that direction but the earlier ideas are still out there. We're hoping
God will give us the plan in due course.
People always ask us when we are going to move to Wellspring but we really feel like God has
given it to us as a place of ministry.
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Coffee Hour

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE

July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25
Aug. 1

Ushers
July

4

Constance McDearmon & Doug Smoot

July 11
July 18
July 25
Aug. 1

Brotherhood Sunday at 1st Baptist
Anna and Pat Brennan
Bertie and Bob Strange
Janet Steelman and George Kranda

Bertie and Bob Strange
Brotherhood Sunday at 1st Baptist
April and George Kranda
Colston Newton and Sally Custer?
Barbara and Dick Seed

Altar Guild
July
August

Judy LeHardy and Susan Thomas
Pauline & Bobby Edmonds and
Margaret Radcliffe

Acolytes

Happy Birthday

July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25
Aug. 1

July 1 - Howard York
July 3 - James Joslyn
July 8 - Joyce Smith
July 10 - Pete Coombs
July 11 - Phyllis TeStrake
July 15 - Al Carstensen
July 16 - Leslie Jeffress
July 19 - George Kranda, Donna Soule
July 23 - Stan Rasberry, Jim Conley
July 27 - Connie de Bordenave
July 28 - Constance McDearmon
July 30 - Elizabeth Jane Peterson

Jennifer Radcliffe
Brotherhood Sunday at 1st Baptist
Blake Smith
Ben Wrightson
Betsy Joslyn

Lesson Readers
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25
Aug. 1

Bill Bloom (L)
Shirley Smith (P)
Brotherhood Sunday at 1st Baptist
Dick Seed (L)
Barbara Seed (P)
Ruth Franck (L)
John Radcliffe (P)
Julie Pritchard (L)
Jim Conley (P)

Happy Anniversary
July 10 - Lucy and Jim Logan
July 13 - Pauline and Bobby Edmonds
July 17 - Lyn and Jim Conley
July 21 - Janet and Dick Steelman
July 30 - Betty and Morris Dillingham

Eucharistic Ministers
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25
Aug. 1

The Rev. Mary Swann
Brotherhood Sunday at 1st Baptist
Constance McDearmon
Bob Norman
The Rev. Mary Swann

.

Greeters
July
August

Susan and Brooke Read

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this
woman may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love
and peace with you and one another all the days of
their lives. Amen.
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THE FESTIVAL BAKE SALE
(1 down & 1 to go)
We did it again---sold out everything we had and racked up another record profit: $1,519.20!
It goes without saying that our success was only possible because of all the baking done by so
many of you. Thanks to all of you for your generosity and culinary skills. Special thanks to all of you who
worked on the sale setting up, packaging and pricing, cashiering, and bagging: Joyce Smith, April
Kranda, Sally Custer, Marie Carstensen, Glenice Coombs, Lynn York, Betty Hillman, Mary Swann, and
Marion Mitchell. It takes a hard-working team to make it all happen and you are the best.
As much as we might like to rest on our laurels, the fall bake sale is creeping up on us and with a
new name:
THE HARVEST FESTIVAL BAKE SALE
On Saturday, September 4th (Labor Day Weekend), the Harvest Festival will take place and another Bake
Sale. Unlike the Strawberry Festival, we won’t be baking for shortcake sales so we have an opportunity
to direct our baking efforts to making more cakes, pies and other dessert items for sale at the Bake Sale.
Think about your favorite recipes and what you might want to bake for Harvest Festival. Cakes of every
kind have been big sellers in all our Bake Sales and we hope to have an abundance of them in all the
many varieties to sell in September. As always, all your contributions are greatly appreciated.
Pauline Edmonds

