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Come, join us!  
 

Tuesday, February 16 

at 

6:00 p.m. 

for  

Prayer, Praise & Pancakes 
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JEFFREY‟S JOURNAL 
 
 Each year in 
early January, the 
Vestry, along with the 
Rector, Deacon and 
Music Minister, go on 
retreat to pray, worship, 
share our faith, and look 
to the coming year.  Our 
goal is to bond as a 

leadership body and to discern what God wants 
our congregation to do in the year ahead.  This 
year’s retreat was filled with blessing, and 
resulted in a faithful vision for 2010. 
 
 As we talked, certain values emerged as 
being of central importance to our decisions.  We 
affirmed the high priority of worship and building 
disciples through Bible study.  We are committed 
to mission with Christians at home and abroad.  
Here in our community, we want to work with 
other congregations to minister to those who 
need God’s love and saving grace; and we want 
to be a bridge across racial and denominational 
divides.  Abroad, we want to capitalize on our 
existing connections with the Dioceses of 
Mukono and Mityana in Uganda, and with Bishop 
Inyom in Nigeria.  And we believe it is time to 
begin thinking strategically about where we fit in 
the vision of the Anglican District of Virginia to 
plant 150 new churches in the next five years. 
 
 Foreign Mission:  We decided that we will 
send a team to Uganda this year to work with our 
friends in Mityana and Mukono.  Tad de 
Bordenave is planning to visit Bishop Inyom this 
year, and plans to take a couple of people with 
him.  We hope to send youths on one or both of 
these trips. 
 

 Local Mission:  We will continue all the 

local mission and evangelism efforts we have 

been doing in 2009.  A team led by Mary Swann 

is in discerning prayer about how we might 

become a leader in organizing and administering 

a cooperative effort among local congregations to 

serve the needy of our area.  A goal which 

emerged from our discussions is for St. 

Stephen’s to be a ―visible center of God’s activity 

in the Northern Neck.‖  The group will report to 

the vestry later in the year regarding possible 

directions and initiatives. We hope to come up 

with a one-day event with First Baptist Church to 

celebrate and deepen our friendship with them.  

We will support the Northumberland Ministerial 

Association’s one-day crusade on July 24. 

 

 Worship:  We plan to have Prayer and 

Praise services four times this year, and possibly 

a fifth if an opportunity arises to partner with 

another congregation for such a worship event.  

As previously decided, we will begin January 24 

publishing the entire worship service in a leaflet 

bulletin.  We also will soon put a Bible in each 

pew rack.  We are exploring which version of the 

Bible to use, with the plan that the scriptures in 

the bulletin will be the same version as the ones 

in the pew racks. 

 

 We spoke of the need to attract young 

families. One idea that merits further 

consideration is to offer a parenting seminar to 

the community. Another was to build a 

playground on church property, for which Lucy 

Logan will develop a proposal for a later meeting. 

 

 We explored vulnerable areas in which 

Satan could undermine our unity, such as pride, 

self-righteousness, gossip and cliquishness.  One 

that I urged the vestry to be attentive to is 

partisan politics.  In the polarized atmosphere of 

our politics these days, the call upon Christians is 

to interact with love. I encourage all of us to 

consider that our own political perspectives are 

not necessarily shared by all faithful believers, 

even within our own congregation. Incendiary and 

unkind statements, political or otherwise, are 

divisive. 

 

 God has entrusted much to us in mission 

and resources. Your leaders have a strong sense 

of stewardship over these treasures, and we 

commit to you that we will continue to seek God’s 

guidance and blessing.  We are excited about 

2010 at St. Stephen’s. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Jeffrey O. Cerar, Rector 



 

 

LENT AT ST. STEPHEN‟S 
 

Prayer, Praise and Pancakes 
Tuesday Feb. 16, 6:00 PM 

 

Alleluia means ―Praise the Lord.‖  You will have to shelve your Alleluias for Lent.  So let it all hang out 
on Shrove Tuesday.  Come and praise God, and then enjoy the pancake supper prepared by the Le-
vites!  Bring your friends. 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
Feb. 17, 7:00 PM  

——- 

Lenten Soup Suppers Begin February 25 
Thursdays at 6:00 PM 

——- 
Topic:  Profiles in Devotion 

Join us as our leaders and members explore the life and commitment of five 
New Testament figures whose uncommon devotion to God changed the world.   

 

 Date    Topic     Speaker 
 Feb  25   Paul of Tarsus   Tad de Bordenave 
 Mar  4   Simon Peter    Sandra Ward 
 Mar   11   John the Evangelist   Jan Beckett 
 Mar   18   Mary the Mother of Jesus  Mary Swann 
 Mar   25   Stephen, the first martyr  Jeffrey Cerar 
 
Sign-up sheets for both attendance and making soup will be on the bulletin board next to the choir 
room in the Parish House hallway.   
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SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
 

 Please come for a discussion of "Spiritual Warfare—The Vocation of Every Believer". This will 
include a viewing of the movie "Expelled" and a discussion of the Scriptural and historical 
background of spiritual warfare. The movie is about Darwinism and the doctrines of evolution and not 
specifically about the Biblical understanding of spiritual warfare. Nevertheless, it brilliantly lays out 
the nature of the problem. The meeting will be at the Lewis' house in Reedville on February 6th at 
10:00 a.m. Lunch will be served. Please allow about three hours to do this. A sign-up sheet is posted 
in the parish hall. Please call the Lewis' with any questions or for directions. 
 

Todd Lewis 

               SAY “EYE” IF YOU CAN HELP 
 

 We are scheduled to clean eyeglasses for Uganda February 8, from 10:00 to 
4:00 in the Lion's Club Recycling Center in Mathews. We need 5 folks who can help 
in this important task. Please contact George Beckett 580-5179. 



 

 The February 18 meeting of the Women of St. 
Stephen’s will feature Matthew Garrison who will give a 

presentation on Young Life. Young Life doesn't start with a 
program. It starts with adults who are concerned enough 
about kids to go to them, on their turf and in their culture, 
building bridges of authentic friendship. These relationships 
don't happen overnight — they take time, patience, trust and 
consistency.  

 

The mission of Young Life is: 
     Praying for young people.  
 Going where kids are.  
 Building personal relationships with them.  
 Winning the right to be heard.  
 Providing experiences that are fun, adventurous and life-changing.  
 Sharing our lives and the Good News of Jesus Christ with adolescents.  
 Inviting them to personally respond to this Good News.  
 Loving them regardless of their response.  
 Nurturing kids so they might grow in their love for Christ and the knowledge of God's Word and 
  become people who can share their faith with others.  
 Helping young people develop the skills, assets and attitudes to reach their full God-given  
  potential.  
 Encouraging kids to live connected to the Body of Christ by being an active member of a local 
  congregation.  
 Working with a team of like-minded individuals -- volunteer leaders, committee members, donors 
  and staff.  
 
 All women of St. Stephen’s are invited to attend and feel free to bring a friend. After a short 
business meeting and prayer circle, lunch will be served. 
 The meeting starts at 11:00 a.m., and we are encouraged to attend the 10:00 o’clock Healing 
Service before the meeting. 

Suzy Norman, President 
Women of St. Stephen’s 
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HELP NEEDED 

 
 As vestryman with oversight for public relations, one of my duties is to 
keep the marquee sign in front of the church current with upcoming events. 
Due to the distance of my home in Tappahannock from St. Stephen's, I am 
putting out a call for help with this important task. Is there anyone who lives 
closer to St. Stephen's who might be willing to help me with this? If you are 
able and willing, please drop me an email at eajoslyn@msn.com.  We are so 
blessed to have many willing helpers in our congregation, echoing the quote 
from John Heywood, "Many hands make light work." What a joy to serve with 
such a church family! 
 
                               In Christ’s love,                         

                                                                      Allen Joslyn 



 

 

SENIOR WARDEN‟S 

REPORT 
 

 Have you noticed how much you miss 
St. Stephen's when you have to be away for a 
few weeks? I certainly do. Joan and I left 
home on January 2nd for Florida with travel 
arrangements that we made almost a year 
ago. First was a Caribbean cruise with several 
friends of 50 years or more, followed by 10 
days of visits to relatives before returning 
home later in the month. When the cruise 
ended I was able to check accumulated 
emails for vestry activities and messages from 
Jeff, and then spoke with Jeff by phone. Just 
doing those two things brought me a little 
closer to home and the wonderful people of 
St. Stephen's whom we love so much. 
 
 While on this vacation I have been 
reading "Witness," the autobiography of 
Whittaker Chambers, which has been called a 
literary masterpiece. Certainly it is an 
important book for contemporary American 
history. Chambers was a one-time communist 
who became a Christian. In renouncing 
communism, he recognized from history that 
―...human societies, like human beings, live by 
faith and die when faith dies.‖  This is a lesson 
for us today. And while recounting his early 
life as a youth, Chambers wrote about his 
parents' efforts to take him and his brother to 
church: ―There were kind and good people in 
that church, but I do not remember ever 
seeing any face transfigured by the 
awareness of God or of salvation.‖  This 
passage struck me because of the contrast 
with St. Stephen's, where the faces of our 
congregation reflect not only the love of God, 
but love for each other. So we miss you all 
and look forward to being home again with our 
church family.  
 

Tony Blackstone 
Senior Warden 

CONGRATULATIONS... 
 
 to Blake Smith and Ben 
Wrightson who were awarded 
the highest rank in scouting: the 
Eagle Scout Award. We are very 
proud of our Eagle Scouts. They 
are not only men of integrity and 
honor, but they both are also 
men of God.  
 

 

STEWARDSHIP TIME 
 

 Pledge Packages were 
mailed out January 7. We asked 
that they be returned to the office 
or in the offering no later than 
January 24. If you haven’t 
submitted your pledge package, 
please send it in to the office  
today.  If you can’t find it, please call and ask 
for a replacement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Bishop Bena has given us two options  
to help the people of Haiti: 
 

 CrossLink International 
  427 North Maple Avenue 
 Falls Church, VA 22046 
  

& 
 

 Anglican Relief & Development 
 P.O. Box 3830 
 Pittsburgh, PA  15230-3830 

 
ARE YOU A „35 BABY? 

 

 If you were born in 
1935, call or e-mail Susan 
Read, 453-6213 or email her 
at 2reads@live.com. 
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JUNION WARDEN REPORT 
 

Maintenance – Door handles, doors, and door locks were the feature activity of the past month. The 
Thrift Shop storm door handle insisted on coming loose. The screw holding it was finally coated with 
clear fingernail polish and then tightened. It appears to be secure now. Then the wind got behind the 
door and bent the top door closer and almost ripped the door from the frame. Allison’s came to the 
rescue and repaired the wind damage. The lock on the kitchen door at the Rectory has been gradually 
slipping. It finally got to the point where George Kranda was unable to get the key to work at all. You 
know it is bad when George can’t get it to work! He then took the old lock off and replaced it with a good 
brand. It works very well now. 
 
It is wintertime now, so naturally the heating systems have had a few problems. RMC replaced the 
thermostat upstairs in the Thrift Shop, but then they found that there was a defective part on the oil 
heater that provides heat to the upstairs. That part is on order. At least heat rises, so it is not too cool 
upstairs. One of the five heat pumps that heat the Parish Hall stopped working. RMC replaced a small 
part there to get things back in order. 
 
The snow, wet, and cold weather put a damper on the replacement of the sink and faucet in the Rectory. 
With things warming up and drying out, the plumber will soon fix that item for us. The electrician is 
waiting for warmer weather to repair the pole light by the Church parking lot. He has to run the wire 
under the sidewalk over to the front of the Church where he’ll hook it up to timer that works the outdoor 
lights of the Church. 
 
Beautification – If you haven’t been in the Rectory lately, you really need to look at it. The Women of 
St. Stephen’s have been working hard to spruce it up and beautify it. They are doing a marvelous job. It 
is a great place for Bible studies, meetings of any kind, and (of course) the opportunity to watch one of 
our many videos or listen to one of our many CDs and audio tapes. It is good to see more and more use 
of this comfortable facility. You might also look in the nursery and the Sunday School room in the Parish 
Hall. Margaret Radcliffe has been busy fixing these rooms for the children. Their purpose and use are 
now not only very clear but very interesting and special. We are very fortunate to have so many caring 
and talented people in our wonderful Church. God has truly blessed St. Stephen’s Anglican Church. 

  

Bill the Junior Warden 
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WHAT‟S NEW IN THE LIBRARY? 
 
We have several new items for the library this month. They are listed below.  
 
Author/Source     Title       Category  

 

Craig & Janet Parshall   Crown of Fire       FT 
Ted Dekker     Sinner        FT 
James David Jordan    Forsaken       FT 
Randy Alcorn     Money, Possessions & Eternity    CL 
Oswald Chambers    My Utmost for His Highest     SP 
Genesis: the Creation and the Flood         VIDEO 
The Hiding Place (with Julie Harris)         VIDEO 
Henry W. Wright    A More Excellent Way – Be in Health   HL 
Judy & Ward LeHardy   Public Statements About the Crisis, Vol.IV   AC 
David Pileggi     Table Talk 2 -11/22/2009     AUDIO 
 

Bill, the Librarian 



 

 

JULY 

       22-24 CANA Council 

 24 Ministerial Assoc. 1- Day Crusade 

 

AUGUST 

             6-7 Women’s Retreat 

 12 Prayer & Praise - 7:00 pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

  4 Harvest Festival 

 12 Sunday School Begins 

 26 Table Talk - 6:30 pm 

 

OCTOBER 

   2 ADV Synod 

 10 Youth Sunday 

 14 Prayer & Praise - 7:00 pm 

  22-24 Parish Weekend 

 

NOVEMBER 

   7 Veterans Day Celebration 

 14 Table Talk - 6:30 pm 

 25 Thanksgiving Worship - 10:oo am 

 

DECEMBER 

 12 Annual Meeting 

 24 Christmas Eve Worship - 7:00 pm 

 26 Lessons & Carols Service 

 

JANUARY  2011 

 23 Table Talk—6:30 pm 

 

 
 

JANUARY 

 8-9 Vestry Retreat  

 24 Pledge Sunday 

 24 Table Talk 

 

FEBRUARY 

 16 Prayer, Praise & Pancakes - 6:00 pm 

 17 Ash Wednesday Worship - 7:00 pm 

 25 Lenten Series - 6:00 pm 

 

MARCH 

   4 Lenten Series - 6:00 pm 

 11 Lenten Series - 6:00 pm 

 18 Lenten Series - 6:00 pm 

 25 Lenten Series - 6:00 pm 

 

APRIL 

   1 Thursday Worship - 7:00 pm 

   2 Good Friday Worship - 7:00 pm 

   4 Easter Worship 9:00 & 11:00 am 

    8-11 New Wineskins Conference 

 

MAY 

    6 National Day of Prayer - Noon 

   6 Prayer & Praise - 7:00 pm 

 16 Bishop Bena’s Visit 

 23 Pentecost 

 29 Strawberry Festival 

 

JUNE 

 4-5 ADV Men’s Retreat  

 13 Last Day of Sunday School 

 13 Youth Sunday 

 13 Church Picnic 
  

THE YEAR AT ST. STEPHEN’S 
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Two Book Reviews 

Hudson Taylor: Founder, China Inland Mission 
(Heroes of the Faith series) 

by Vance Christie 
& 

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret 
by Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor 

 
 Hearing about Hudson Taylor, a 19th century missionary to China, in one of Jeffrey’s recent 
sermons prompted me to check out two books about him from our St. Stephen’s library. Jeffrey 
talked about Hudson Taylor in the context of greatness from a Christian perspective, citing Mr. Tay-
lor’s life as one lived in obedience to God. Certainly these books illustrate such a life. Hudson Tay-
lor made a commitment to be a missionary to China at a young age. From that point on, he trusted 
God’s promises, prayed for God’s provision, and took every opportunity to live and proclaim the 
Gospel, often at the expense of his own comfort and security.  Refusing to allow himself or the mis-
sion agency he later founded to incur debt, he often said, “Depend upon it. God’s work done in 
God’s way will never lack God’s supply.” He also said, in explanation for why he never took up a 
collection at his missionary meetings, “No amount of money can save a single soul. What is needed 
is men and women filled with the Holy Spirit who will give themselves to the work in China and to 
the work of prayer at home. For the support of God-sent missionaries, funds will never be lacking.” 
 
 Throughout his life, Mr. Taylor experienced the unspeakable joy of God’s presence and ac-
ceptance, yet he doubted his ability to totally rely on God to provide. Therefore he undertook to 
practice from a young age secretly laying before God in prayer all his needs, both temporal and 
spiritual, with miraculous results! Furthermore, he understood the urgency of Jesus’ command to 
preach the Gospel, grieving over the million Chinese people who died each year never having 
heard it. Reflecting on the death of a Chinese man who fell overboard off his boat who might have 
been saved if his countrymen had been quicker and more eager to help, he wrote: "Is it hard-
hearted, so wicked a thing to neglect to save the body? Of how much sorer punishment, then, is he 
worthy who leaves the soul to perish, and Cain-like says, 'Am I my brother's keeper?' The Lord Je-
sus commands, commands me, commands you, 'into the world, and preach the gospel to  creature.' 
Shall we say to Him, 'No, it is not convenient'?" 
 
 Our library contains numerous biographies of great Christian men and women. They are part 
of the great cloud of witnesses which surround us, encouraging us to run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us (Hebrews 12). Hudson Taylor purposely, actively, and with great personal 
sacrifice ran his race. We who desire to do the same can learn much from him. 
 

Margaret Radcliffe 

8 

FESTIVAL EUCHARIST WITH ARCHBISHOP AKINOLA 

 
 Bishop Minns has just returned from Nigeria and has confirmed Archbishop 
Peter Akinola's availability to join us in the USA on February 10. This will be the 
American church's opportunity to thank him for his decades of selfless ministry for 
Christ and the Church, and honoring the completion of the decade of his Primacy. A 
celebration of the Lord’s supper will take place Wednesday evening, February 10, 
2010 at 7:30 p.m. at Truro Church, 10520 Main Street, Fairfax Virginia, 22030. 



 

 

IN THE LORD‟S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
 
 

Feb.    7 Lynn & Howard York 

Feb. 14 Joy & Dave Gwaltney 
Feb. 17 _________________ (7:00 PM) 
Feb. 21 Joyce & Lewis Smith 
Feb. 28 Doug Smoot &  
       Constance McDearmon 
Mar.   7 Pam & Herb Smith 
 

Altar Guild 
 

February Marion Mitchell & Sally Custer 
 

Acolytes               
 

Feb.   7     Ben Wrightson 
Feb. 14   John Radcliffe         
Feb. 17     Marley Kimmitt 
Feb. 21 Betsy Joslyn    
Feb. 28     Tim Lewis 
Mar.   7          Jennifer Radcliffe  
 

Lesson Readers  
 

Feb.   7 Ruth Franck (L) 
  Dick Goertemiller (P) 
Feb. 14 Colston Newton (L) 
  Elaine Price (P)   
Feb. 17 Julie Pritchard (L)      (7:00 PM) 
  John Radcliffe (P)  
Feb. 21 Brooke Read (L) 
  Susan Read (P) 
Feb. 28 Craig Soule (L) 
  Shirley Smith (P)  
Mar.   7 Bob Strange (L) 
  Janet Steelman (P) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Feb.   7 The Rev. Mary Swann  
Feb. 14 Tony Blackstone 
Feb. 21 Constance McDearmon 
Feb. 28 Frank McCarthy 
Mar.   7 The Rev. Mary Swann 
 

Greeters   
 

February April & George Kranda 

Coffee Hour 
 
 

Feb.   7 Jan & George Beckett   
Feb. 14 John & Bill Powers 
Feb. 21 Donna & Craig Soule 
Feb. 28 _________________  
Mar.    7 Harts & Carstensens 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
 
Feb.   8 - Brian Hart 
Feb. 11 - Barbara Seed 
Feb. 12 - Judy Rasberry 
Feb. 13 - John Brashears 
Feb. 16 - Randy Smith  
Feb. 20 - Todd Lewis 
Feb. 21 - George Beckett 

 

Happy Anniversary - 
   
 

Feb. 11 -  Ruth and Charlie Franck  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 

woman may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 

and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
The Rev. Jeffrey Cerar- Rector 
The Rev. Mary Swann - Deacon 
Sunday Bible Study - 9:00 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:00 am 

Thursday, Mid-Week Healing Service - 10:00 am 
 

Vestry  
Senior Warden – Tony Blackstone 

Junior Warden – Bill Bloom 
Lucy Logan – Missions Liaison 

Steve Proctor – Outreach Coordinator 
Allen Joslyn – Public Relations 

Jane Wrightson – Internal Communications 
Bob Strange – Registrar 

Betty Dillingham – Treasurer 
Bobby Edmonds – Assistant Treasurer 


