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Let your light so shine be 
fore men that they may see your 

good deeds and praise  your 
Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 
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Psalm 25:4-5: “Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in 
your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day 
long.” 

“This is My Desire”  
by Reuben Morgan, 1995, Verse 1 and Refrain. 

“This is my desire to honor You 
Lord, with all my heart, I worship You 
All I have within me, I give You praise 

All that I adore is in You 

 

Lord, I give You my heart 
I give You my soul, I live for You alone 

Every breath that I take, every moment I’m awake 
Lord, have Your way in me.” 

 

If you’re like me time just seems to fly by. We are entering 2024 which at one time in my 
life would have seemed to be far in the distance and likely a time of flying cars and 
transporters like on Star Trek. I can remember watching Star Trek and thinking about 
what it would be like to step onto a circle in a transporter room and be transported to 
some other place or some other planet. Yet here we are at the beginning of 2024, and 

we still don’t have flying cars or transporters. 

 

As I reflect on this new year, it occurred to me that what we do have are things or 
situations that we would never have thought possible. Things have changed dramatically 
in our own country and around the world, but a great many of the changes are not good 
and seem to be destroying the foundations that our country was built upon and made us 
stronger. The level of immorality, economic instability, decline in the family, and religious 
apostacy is disconcerting. I suspect that some of you are tired of the constant barrage of 
bad news every day because you long for hope, not depression. Me too. So where do 
we find the kind of hope that allows joy to be a part of our lives no matter what is going 

on around us?  

There was once a time when I faithfully made New Years resolutions, vowing to stop the 
bad habits, and start changing myself into a better….well better all the way around. Of 
course, the good intentions were there, but the follow through was absent. I just didn’t 

have the ability to change myself, I still don’t.  
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Dear Light of Christ Family, 
 

It is here! A new year. 2024. A year fresh with new possibilities.  
 

New resolutions. Lose weight. Get more fit. Read more books. 
Another read through the Bible in a year plan. I love the 
opportunity of new beginnings. Another chance to start over.  

 

Like many of you, however, I am not good at keeping resolu-
tions. I read somewhere that 80% of all New Year’s resolutions 
are broken by February. Yet we are always hopeful of what a 
new year can bring. We all have that sense of having tried and 
failed.  

 

But it is a new year! We are hopeful that if we keep trying, we 
will get it right. I looked up some of the verses in the Bible that 
mention “new”, like this one: Lamentations 3:22-23, “The 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. His mercies never 
come to an end. They are new every morning. Great is your 
faithfulness.” God resolves to love us with steadfast love and 
shower us with new mercies, not every new year, but every 
new day! 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come.” Think of the standing we have “in Christ” when we have 
been born from above! This is not because of our resolve, but 
God’s doing.  

 

Same with Ezekiel 36:23, “I will give you a new heart and a 
new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of 
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” God’s  
doing. 
 

Revelation 21:5, “And, He who was seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” 
 

Perhaps our resolve this year should be something like the 
famous prayer of Richard, Bishop of Chichester: Thanks be to 
thee, My Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits thou has given 
me, for all the pain and insults thou hast borne for me. Oh  
merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know thee more 
clearly, love thee more dearly, and follow thee more nearly, 
day by day. Amen. 
 

Happy New Year! 
Doug Ludeman 

Senior  
Warden Report 

Now I have a different approach. I begin by giving this new 
year to the Lord, asking him to bring change where needed 
because of my deepening desire to know and experience 
him. In Psalm 25:16-18, David turns to the only one who can 
deliver him from his enemies, but also from himself and his 

sin nature. 

I love Psalm 25 and I encourage you to read it, asking the 
Holy Spirit to teach you, guide you into a deeper and joy-filled 
walk with him. Let your resolution be to daily invite the Lord 
into every area of your life and spend time every day, multi-
ple times a day in praise and adoration. I suspect that you 
would benefit from listening to the song “This is My Desire” 
on YouTube. It lifts me up when I can sing this to the Lord. I 
think 2024 may be our best year yet if we follow our Lord  

Jesus with intention. Blessings! 

 

Please try to be at church on Sunday, January 21, 2024. We 
will be having our annual meeting and luncheon after church. 
At this time, two new Vestry members will be announced. 
Doug Ludeman and Ed Feddeman will be stepping down 
from their 3-year terms. It has been a real joy to have such 

men of God on our Vestry and they will be missed. 

 

In the meantime, if you’re a member of Light of Christ, we 
invite your nominations for two new Vestry members. If you 
want to nominate someone, please ask them if they are     
willing to serve. We will be placing a box on the table in the 
Parish Hall for your nominations, or you can email them to 
me. The nominations can only come from those who are  

actually members of LOC. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
I was a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Falls 
Church. Christmas Eve 1986, I had decided that I would go to 
the services with my youngest son, Phil, who was two weeks 
old. I thought about the love and joy Mary must have felt 
looking at her child. Knowing that God had a plan, but not 
knowing what or how that plan would play out. Then a 
sadness came over me that we are celebrating the birth of 
Christ who was going to be crucified to save us from our sin. 
Mary was going to have to go through the grief of seeing her 
son suffer and be crucified. I felt that I was not worthy. That 
was the first time I can remember having those thoughts 
during a Christmas Eve service. Over the years I still feel joy 
and sorrow, questioning my worthiness. Then remembering 
that was God’s plan to save us. Jesus is giving us that 
chance.  

 

Praise the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

Saunee’s Corner 

Verse for New Year  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthian 5:17 
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December was a very busy month for NNKCS.  We practiced the Lessons and Carols songs 
and readings 2 times a day for 8 weeks.  Our Wednesday Chapel service included lighting 
the Advent candles and students leading the readings. On Dec. 14 we went Caroling all 
through Montross finishing up with lunch at Angelos where we feasted on pizza.  The stu-
dents were so well mannered, a lunch guest paid the bill for us. 

Lessons and Carols Program 

Advent Readings 
Caroling in Montross 
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3-MONTH CALENDAR 

**REMINDER: Every Thursday at 2 p.m.: Mike will be in Covenant Care Group meetings and unavailable. 
 

 

 

JANUARY 

Monday - 1   Office Closed 

Tuesday - 9, 16, 23, 30  “Behold Your God: The Weight of Majesty”    6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday - 10, 17, 24, 31 “Dust to Glory” Class      1:00 p.m. 

Thursday - 4, 11, 18, 25  Todd Lewis Bible Study      1:00 p.m.  

Sunday - 21   Annual Meeting     After worship service 

FEBRUARY 

Monday - 1   Office Closed 

Tuesday - NO CLASSES “Behold Your God: The Weight of Majesty”  NO CLASSES THIS MONTH 

Tuesday - 6   RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE   12:00 - 6:00 p.m.  

Tuesday - 20, 27  Lenten Soup Suppers      5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday - 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 “Dust to Glory” Class      1:00 p.m. 

Thursday - 4, 11, 18, 25  Todd Lewis Bible Study      1:00 p.m.  

MARCH 

Tuesday - 5, 12, 19  Lenten Soup Suppers      5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday - 26 ONLY  “Behold Your God: The Weight of Majesty”   6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday - 6, 13, 20, 27 “Dust to Glory” Class      1:00 p.m. 

Thursday - 7, 14, 21, 28  Todd Lewis Bible Study      1:00 p.m. 

Thursday - 28   Maundy Thursday      5:30 p.m. 

Friday - 29   Good Friday       5:30 p.m. 

...but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 

they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.  Isaiah 40:31 
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Altar Guild 

Jan    7  Anna Brennan    
Jan  14  Constance McDearmon 
Jan  21  Anna Brennan 
Jan  28   Elizabeth Lambertson  
 

Tellers 

Jan    7  Courtney Ludeman, George Beckett 
Jan  14  Courtney Ludeman, Phyllis Parrish 
Jan  21  Courtney Ludeman, Mickey Jennings 
Jan  28   Courtney Ludeman, Susan Read 
 

 

 

 

Vestry Person on Duty 
 

Jan    7   Hoyt Wheeland 
Jan  14   Doug Ludeman 
Jan  21   Ed Feddeman 
Jan  28   Constance McDearmon 
 

  January Anniversaries 

 

Jan  24  Lynn & Howard York 
 

 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with 

favor, we pray, on your servants named above, as 
they begin another year. Grant that they may grow 

in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their  
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 
Jan    7  Constance McDearmon   
Jan  14  Anna Brennan 
Jan  21   Marie Carstensen 
Jan  28   Ed Feddeman 
 

Lessons/Prayers 
Jan    7  Charlaine Andrulot (L), Marie Carstensen (P) 
Jan  14  Tony Blackstone (L), Joan Blackstone (P) 
Jan  21   Jeanne Hickey (L), Hoyt Wheeland (P) 
Jan  28   Jim Conley (L), Susan Read (P) 
 

Chalice Bearers 

Jan    7   Constance McDearmon 
Jan  14   Anna Brennan 
Jan  21   Marie Carstensen 
Jan  28   Ed Feddeman 
 

 

Chiming of the Hour 

Jan    7  Phyllis Parrish 
Jan  14  Jim Conley 
Jan   21  Elizabeth Lambertson, Pam Smith 
Jan   28   Bill Andrulot 
 

January Birthdays 
 

Jan    4  Steve Proctor 
Jan    5  Doris Myers 
Jan    6  Tom Sennott 
Jan  10  Patricia Brennan 
Jan  17  Lydia Boyd 
Jan  18  Teresa Moffitt 
Jan  10  Al Myers 
Jan  27  Charles Wrightson 
Jan  29  Leslye Morrison  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of 
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing 
upon these your servants as they begin another year, 
that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other 

in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true 
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing 
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 

 
 

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

LOC WORSHIP MINISTRIES 
 NEED YOU! 

  
We have people covering multiple duties during Sunday 
worship services, which makes scheduling very difficult. We 
also deal with the additional fifth Sundays, vacations, choir 
duties, coffee hour setups, etc., which only adds more to the 
stress for those that take their duties seriously. 

 

We need the following: Acolytes, Lesson Readers, Prayer 
Readers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, and Altar Guild. 
 

Please think about helping out, if only as a substitute. You 
don’t have to be a member of the church and you can set 
your own schedule. We can work around your availability. 
Training is available.  Contact Mike Moffit or the office. 

 

Thank you,                
Joyce Williams 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 
9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

 

www.lightofchristva.org 
        www.facebook.com/groups/lightofchristva/ 

     804-580-4555 

The deadline for the Beacon is the 
 third Sunday of  each month. 

 

 

Quotes and Thoughts for the New Year 
 

“There are far better things ahead than any we leave behind.”  - C.S. Lewis 
 

“Year’s end is neither an end or a beginning, but a going on.” - Hal Borland 
 

“With the new day comes new strength and new thoughts.”  - Eleanor Roosevelt 
 

“Although no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from now and make a brand new ending.” - 
Carl Bard 
 

“Be always at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let each year find you a better man.” - Benjamin Franklin 
 

“Resolve to keep happy, and your joy and you shall form an invincible host against difficulties.” - Helen Keller 
 

“I don’t believe in pessimism. If something doesn’t come up the way you want, forge ahead. If you think it’s going to rain, it will.” - 
Clint Eastwood 
 

“It’s never too late to become who you want to be. I hope you live a life that you’re proud of, and if you find that you’re 
not, I hope you have the strength to start over.”  - F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 

“Well, we have a whole new year ahead of us. And wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could all be a little more gentle with each other, a 
little more loving, and have a little more empathy, and maybe, next at this time we’d like each other a little more.” - Judy Garland 
 

“Do not wait until conditions are perfect to begin. Beginning makes the conditions perfect.” - Alan Cohen 
 

“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.”  - Albert Einstein 
 

“What a wonderful thought it is that some of the best days of our lives haven’t even happened yet.” - Anne Frank 
 


