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Mike’s 

Message 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 90: 1-4, “Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before 
the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the 
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. You return man to dust and 
say, “Return, O children of man!  For a thousand years in your sight are but 
as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.” 
 

As many of you know, Teresa and I were on vacation from August 9-23. We spent the 
first week doing things around the house and then went to Roanoke for the second 
week. We were able to re-establish a relationship with a family member that we hadn’t 
seen or spoken to for many years. We visited and dined with a few of our closest 
friends, including our dear friend Brian and his wife Karen. Brian has stage 4 lung 
cancer, and you may remember that I shared his blog article on one Christian’s journey 
towards going home to be with the Lord in July’s Beacon.  
 

We attended worship at Orchard Hills Church, which was my first parish as a priest. We 
took the time to drive up into the surrounding mountains that were so very familiar to us. 
As is often the case, Teresa took many pictures and we had a few opportunities to meet 
with others who were doing the same thing as we were. We were in no hurry, so we 
took the time to soak in all the beauty that surrounded us. The weather was absolutely 
perfect as we observed the amazing extravagance of our creator God. Time and again 
we acknowledged the evidence of God’s handwork in creation all around us.  
 

I was reminded once more of Paul’s words in Romans 1:19-20, “For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. 
So they are without excuse.” 
 

None of these places were new to us because for many years we spent countless hours 
hiking parts of the Appalachian Trail and the Blue Ridge Parkway. It was good to revisit 
the old haunts, but time has done it’s work and for the most part we were observers 
instead of participants. It was a reminder to both of us that we would need to adjust 
ourselves to the inevitability of growing older, but that didn’t mean we shouldn’t enjoy 
everything that was around us. As a matter of fact, we were reminded that the day will 
come when we will be in the new creation where all things are made new. The effects of 
sin upon this world would be dealt with and life as it was originally intended would be our 
home.          

 Continued 
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One of the surprises that we experienced as we prepared to 
leave Roanoke and travel back to the Northern Neck was that 
this time we felt we were leaving a familiar town so that we 
could return home. It felt good and we both acknowledged 
that Heathsville and Light of Christ was where we wanted to 
be.  

However, it reminded me of Psalm 90 whose attribution is 
“A Prayer of Moses, the Man of God.”  This is the only song  
of Moses in the psalms, but there are two other songs in  
the Pentateuch (Exodus 15 and Deuteronomy 32), as well  
as the blessing of the tribes of Israel in Deuteronomy 33. 
James Montgomery Boice in his book, “The Life of Moses- 
God’s First Deliverer of Israel” suggested concerning Psalm 
90, “The historical setting is probably best understood by the 
incidents recorded in Numbers 20: (1) the death of Miriam, 
Moses’ sister; (2) the sin of Moses in striking the rock in the 
wilderness, which kept him from entering the Promised Land; 
and (3) the death of Aaron, Moses’ brother.” 

Moses was acknowledging that his 40-year journey through 
the wilderness as the leader of the nation of Israel had been 
very difficult and at times extremely frustrating. But it was  
during this season of his life that he saw Yahweh, the Great I 
Am reveal his power, glory, and authority in profound ways. 
He alone had been blessed with God speaking to him “face to 
face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:11). He 
had asked God to allow him to see His glory and God accom-
modated him (Exodus 33:11-18). Now as he wrote Psalm 90 
he was likely mourning the death of Miriam, his sister, and 
Aaron, his brother, and the stern punishment from God forbid-
ding him from entering the Promised Land.  

It's important that we catch the sense of the opening verse of 
Psalm 90, “Lord, you have been our dwelling place in 
all generations.” Moses wrote this Psalm as he and all of 
Israel spent 40 years wandering in the desert wilderness, yet 
Moses wrote that it was the Lord who was their dwelling 
place, they found their home in Him. It had been the same for 
their forefather Abraham as he, his family, servants and all 
their possessions left Ur of Chaldees and dwelt in tents 
among the Canaanites.  

We must consider the whole Psalm as written for the tribes  
of Israel in the desert,  then we are better able to see the pri-
mary meaning of each verse. Moses, in effect, says—even 
though we are wanderers looking for our home in the Prom-
ised Land we are at peace in the presence of God who goes 
before us, behind us, and is all around us. 

Charles Spurgeon wrote concerning this Psalm, “To the  

saints the Lord Jehovah, the self-existent God, stands instead 

of mansion and rooftree; he shelters, comforts, protects,  

preserves, and cherishes all his own. Foxes have holes and 

the birds of the air have nests, but the saints dwell in their 

Continued 

God, and have always done so in all ages. Not in the 

tabernacle or the temple do we dwell, but in God himself; and 

this we have always done since there was a church in the 

world. We have not shifted our abode. Kings' palaces have 

vanished beneath the crumbling hand of time—they have 

been burned with fire and buried beneath mountains of ruins, 

but the imperial race of heaven has never lost its regal 

habitation.” 

Throughout the Old and New Testaments we can read story 

after story of those who found in God their refuge and their 

strength even when their current circumstances were difficult. 

We’re glad to be back to our home for now in Heathsville as 

we await our forever dwelling with God and we feel fortunate 

to be on that journey with those in our church family. 

Blessings! 

Senior Warden Report 

Our congregational “Thank you” to Bart 
Morrison for serving as our church leader 
during Mike’s vacation.  Bart, you did a 
great job!! 

Mike, so glad you took a well-deserved and needed break. 

We, the congregation, tried to behave ourselves and be 

good folks while you and your dear wife enjoyed the change!

We continue to have new people attend our services and 

events. The reasons these people are attending services  

varies, including: conversations with current members,  Farm-

ers’ Market booth, monthly movie and dinner events, and “the 

nice church on Route 360.”  All of the reasons to attend are 

positive, and I ask our members to continue their efforts to 

invite people to worship with us.  We need new members and 

they need LOC. 

Your financial support to our church continues to be strong, 

permitting us to accomplish our agenda of activities and pro-

vide assistance to our neighbors who require help. 

Yours in Christ,   George 

Thieves of Time

• Dwelling on past mistakes…

• Failing to make decisions…

• Failing to follow through on plans…

• Procrastinating…

• Laziness…

• Not sticking to the task at hand…

• Doubting God’s ability to help…

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/exo/15/1-27/s_65001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/deu/32/1-52/s_185001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/deu/33/1-29/s_186001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/num/20/1-29/s_137001
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The Power of Prayer 

In his book, Living Life on Purpose, Greg Anderson shares the 

story of one man’s journey to joy:

...his wife had left him and he was completely depressed. He 
had lost faith in himself, in other people, in God-he found no 

joy in living. 

One rainy morning this man went to a small neighborhood 
restaurant for breakfast. Although several people were at the 
diner, no one was speaking to anyone else. Our miserable 
friend hunched over the counter, stirring his coffee with a 

spoon. 

In one of the small booths along the window was a young 
mother with a little girl. They had just been served their food 
when the little girl broke the sad silence by almost shouting, 
“Momma, why don’t we say our prayers here?” The waitress 
who had just served their breakfast turned around and said, 
“Sure, honey, we pray here. Will you say the prayer for us?” 
And she turned and looked at the rest of the people in the res-

taurant and said, “Bow your heads.” 

Surprisingly, one by one, the heads went down. The little girl 
then bowed her head, folded her hands, and said, “God is 

great, God is good, and we thank him for our food. Amen.” 

That prayer changed the entire atmosphere. People began to 
talk with one another. The waitress said, “We should do that 

every morning.” 

“All of a sudden,” said our friend, “my whole frame of mind 
started to improve. From that little girl’s example, I started to 
thank God for all that I did have and stopped majoring in all 

that I didn’t have. I started to choose happiness.” 

-Leadership, Vol. 17, no. 4.

See: John 16:24; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; 

James 5:13 

churchletters.com 

Note: I was impressed with this article because of the phrase 
I’ve heard so many times, “Out of the mouths of babes”. It’s 
wonderful to hear these little voices used by God to teach us 

lessons.  Joyce 

Light of Christ Photo Directory Update 

Our website - lightofchristva.org, - has a  photo  directory 
listed under the "About" menu. I'm in the process of 
updating the page with new photos and a listing that 
conforms with the list from the church office. Joyce keeps that 
list updated regularly and the website simply tries to keep up. 

If you would like your photo to be updated this would be a 
good time to let me take another one. This is easily done 
after church on Sunday in the library. 

I encourage all newcomers to have a  photo taken for the 
photo directory.  You can contact me at 
joygwaltney@gmail.com, or stop me on Sunday morning.

It only takes a minute and will help us all look brilliant at 
remembering names. 

PS - the Directory on the website is password protected. 
I'll post that information in the library or ask Joyce in the 
church office. 

Joy Gwaltney 
Webmaster 

QUOTES 

“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.” — 
Aristotle 

“We don’t stop going to school when we graduate.” — Carol 
Burnett 

Restoring in a Spirit of Gentleness 

Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) “1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.’ 

This is one of my favorite scriptures in the Bible as the Apostle 
Paul reminds the Galatian church (and all of us) of the    
importance of having a mindset of restoration.  This mindset is 
hardly the kind the world has, yet it's important that those of  
us who are believers in Christ have this kind of attitude. Not 
JUST an attitude, but it seems to be an action that must take 
place if we are to continue to survive temptation in our own 
lives!  Perhaps, it's different if the person has no interest what-
soever in being restored, but for those who DO, we must be a 
people of restoration! 

Possibly, this is speaking to someone today reading this and if 
it helps to soften the heart of just one person to be more like 
this, it was well worth the few moments to write these words. 

Even in the area of forgiveness, it's important to have this kind 
of spirit as we can see in Matthew 6:14-15 (NKJV) 14 "For if 
you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their tres-
passes, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  

Scriptures like that don't even need explanation, just 
practice! 

Blessings in Christ! 
N. Lawrence
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SAVING FAMILY  
FROM DIFFICULT DECISIONS 

Would you like to be sure your final arrangements for your 
funeral or memorial service were what you wanted?  

People accept that planning weddings can take months or 
even years. However, planning a funeral service generally has 
to be handled within days. Trying to plan a funeral for a loved 
one at the last minute can be very difficult when family 
members are scattered all over the country or even the world. 
The stress of arranging all the details of a funeral while 
everyone is grieving makes decision making difficult, 
especially when everyone has different opinions. It can even 
cause conflicts among the closest families. 

Over the past few months, I have had people comment on 
what they liked about other services they attended. Some 
even said they thought it would make it easier for their families 
if they made plans now.  

So if you would like to, call me and set a time to meet. I have 
a form that we can fill out and make all the plans, such as 
requesting scriptures that are most meaningful to you or list 
your favorite hymns. On completion, you can have copies for 
your family and one will be kept at the church. 

Constance McDearmon 
804-453-3085

FAITHYOGA NEWS UPDATE 

Now that vacation time is slowing down, we want to get back 
to our regular Friday afternoon yoga class at 1 p.m. in the 
church Parish Hall. It’s a wonderful time for spiritual, physical 
and mental escape from the stress of everyday life. Langley, 
the licensed instructor, provides all the needed equipment and 
will work with any personalized issues. Join for relief and for 
fellowship. And it’s all FREE! I promise it will be a blessing in 
your life. Contact Constance McDearmon at (804) 453-3085 
for more information.  

(Just a personal note: I had my rotator cuff torn 20 years ago 
and wasn’t able to have it treated. Recently, it has become a 
problem. I hesitated in the yoga, but was amazed at the relief I 
got from the first time I attended! Joyce) 

Introducing 2 new LOC Ringers, Saddie Piggott and Elizabeth 
Lambertson. They learned the ringing techniques very fast.  

HELP NEEDED THIS MONTH! 

This month we will be shorthanded during the Dinner & Movie 
Night event and the following Sunday Coffee Hour while two 
of our members will be at the New Wineskins conference. 

On Friday, Sep. 23rd, the church will be serving fried 
chicken. We will need side dishes and desserts that will 
compliment the entrée. We will need someone to help with 
setup and cleanup. Please use the signup sheet in the Parish 
Hall to let us know what you will bring and if you can help 
before and after the event. 

On Sunday, Sep. 25th, we will need fruit (strawberries, 
cantaloupe and/or watermelon), small sandwiches, meat/
cheese rollups, breakfast rolls and sweets. Everything needs 
to be, prepared, plated and taken to the table.  

Contact Pam Smith if you have any questions. 

 

Trying to Spell God

Poet Edwin Anderson Robinson once wrote, “The world is not 
a prison house but a kind of kindergarten, where millions of 
bewildered infants are trying to spell God with the wrong 
blocks.” That may be true of people who don’t look to the 
Bible for the “right blocks,” but those who trust God’s word 
can know everything that pertains to life and godliness  
(2 Peter 1:3) and be fully equipped for every good work  

(2 Tim. 3:16-17). Praise God for His revealing wisdom!

Matt Clifton 

BulletinDigest.com 



5 

Altar Guild 

Sep    4   Constance McDearmon, Sandi Ward 
Sep  11   Anna Brennan 
Sep  18   Wendy Smith, Suzy Norman 
Sep  25   Julie Pritchard, Elizabeth Lambertson 

Tellers 

Sep    4   Courtney Ludeman 
Sep  11   Courtney Ludeman, Jan Beckett 
Sep  18   Courtney Ludeman, Pam Smith 
Sep  25   Courtney Ludeman

Vestry Person on Duty 

Sep    4   Doug Ludeman 
Sep  11   George Beckett 
Sep  18   Ed Feddeman 
Sep  28   Sandi Ward 

September Anniversaries 

Sep   1  Sharon Baldacci & Randy Smith 
Sep   8  Jane & Charles Wrightson 
Sep 29    Jan & George Beckett 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with 
favor, we pray, on your servants named above, as 

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow 
in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their  

trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;  

Acolytes 

Sep    4  Constance McDearmon 

Sep  11  Anna Brennan 
Sep  18  Sandi Ward 

Sep  25  Ed Feddeman 

Lessons/Prayers 
Sep    4  Charlaine Andrulot (L), Hoyt Wheeland (P) 
Sep  11  Susan Read (L), Betty Dillingham (P) 
Sep  18  Jeanne Hickey (L), Sandi Ward 
Sep  25  Jim Conley, Julie Pritchard 

Chalice Bearers 

Sep    4   Suzy Norman 
Sep  11   Tony Blackstone 
Sep  18   Ed Feddeman 
Sep  25   Tony Blackstone 

Chiming of the Hour 

Sep    4   Phyllis Parrish, Doug Ludeman 
Sep  11   Jim Conley 
Sep  18   Elizabeth Lambertson, Pam Smith 
Sep  28   Bill Andrulot, John Parrish 

September Birthdays 
Sep    1   Lucy Logan  
Sep    2   Charlaine Andrulot 
Sep  15   Pam Smith 
Sep  20   Alison Kimmitt 
Sep  24   Charlotte Hundley 
Aug  29   Dan Hickey 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage 

that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ 

and his Church: Send your blessing upon these your 

servants as they begin another year, that they may so 

love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and 

patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home 

may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Help Stop the Confusion! 

Please let me know when you will be unavailable to cover 
your ministry duties so I can post the monthly schedules in 
the Beacon accurately.  

During the month, if you cannot cover your duties, please 
find someone to cover for you and let me know, no later 
than Wednesday prior to your scheduled day. This gives 
me time to make the change before the bulletin is printed. 

Help is Needed 

We need more people to handle various ministries. Please 
pray on it, and let us know if you want to make a big impact 
by serving God in some small way. 

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 
Joyce 
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Northern Neck Christian School is open for the 2022-2023 school year!!!  We 
welcomed students from PreK-3 to 2nd grade. 
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I Have Made Peace with God 

There is nothing more important in life than having peace with 
God. There can be no assurance of salvation or hope of heav-
en without having peace with God. Therefore, we should all 

desire to have peace with our Maker.   

But how can we have such peace? The basic answer to the 
question is that peace comes by receiving the forgiveness of 
sins. Sin brings disturbance and causes discord between man 
and God (Isaiah 59:1-2). As long as one remains in sin, there 
can be no fellowship or peace with God. 

Occasionally, a person who has shown little or no interest in 
spiritual things might make the statement: “I have made my 
peace with God.” The Bible teaches that the Lord will be the 
final judge on the Day of Judgment. Only the Lord qualifies to 
judge and to determine the ultimate destiny of souls. However, 
it is not being judgmental or self- righteous to affirm that one 
has no peace with God until one has obeyed the Gospel and 
been forgiven. Simply claiming to have “made peace with God” 
does not make it so, unless the one who makes that statement 
has submitted to the Gospel of Christ. 

Consider what Paul wrote about peace with God: “Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). Peace comes when one is 
“justified by faith.” But when does that  occur? When does faith 
justify? In the next chapter of Romans (chapter 6), the answer 
is given: “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, 
but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which 
was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became 
the servants of righteousness” (Romans 6:17- 18). Notice that 
the Christians in Rome to whom Paul wrote were “made free 
from sin” when they “obeyed” the Gospel. Earlier in Romans 
chapter 6, Paul states that the Romans had been baptized into 
Christ, and had been raised to walk in newness of life 
(Romans 6:3- 4). This is when and how one can know that he 
or she truly has made peace with God. When one’s faith leads 
one to repent, confess Christ, and be baptized for the for-
giveness of sins, then one has a scriptural reason for claiming 
to have peace with God. Nevertheless, apart from obedience 
to the Gospel, claiming to have peace with God is to make an 
unscriptural statement. May we all search the scriptures and 
our lives to be sure we have made peace with God. 

Mark Lindley 
Chapman Church of Christ 

Ripley, MS 

If It Smells Like a Skunk… 
Last week when entering the church building we were met 
with an all-too-familiar odor. Unfortunately, some of us know 
firsthand just how bad a skunk can really smell. Whether 
you’ve encountered a skunk one-on-one or not, when you 
smell the distinctive odor produced by these little varmints, 
you can immediately identify it. If it smells like a skunk, then it 
probably is a skunk. Sin is like that. If some action or emotion 
feels like it could possibly be sinful, then there’s a good 

chance that it probably is:

• If it feels like pride, then it probably is.

• If it sounds like gossip, then it probably is.

• If it seems to be petty, then it probably is.

• If it feels lukewarm, then it probably is.

• If it looks like it might be a sin.

You get the idea. The Christian life is a constant growing ex-
perience and God want us to continue to learn about Him and 
His will through study and meditation of His Word. Outlined in 
the Scriptures are corrections and guidance to help us avoid 
the stench of sin. 

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more 
in knowledge and all discernment, that you may approve the 
things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without 
offense till the day of Christ” (Philippians 1:9-10). 

Jay Launius 
Maud Church of Christ 

Maud, TX 

LOC 

READING NOOK 

This month’s book recommendation has been provided by 
Sharon Baldacci. 

“Destination Hope” 
a travel companion when life falls apart 

by Marilyn Nutter and April White 

Sharon not only recommends the “wonderful book, for anyone 
needing to get to the other side of a broken heart with God’s 
help”, but she has donated the book to the LOC library.  

I read it and it’s great! So much that was relatable in my own 
experiences and helpful in understanding other’s situations. 

Reminder:  
I’m looking forward to your recommendations. Submit them 
for our monthly Reading Nook. Sharing is caring! 

Joyce 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 
9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

The deadline for the Beacon is the 
 third Sunday of  each month. 

Upcoming Events September 2022 

September 4 
Office closed for Labor Day 

September 7, 14, 21, 28 
New Bible Class Starts - “The Nature & Work of the Holy Spirit 

September 9, 16, 23, 30 
FaithYoga - 1:30 p.m. 

September 17 
Heathsville Farmers’ Market 

September 23 
Dinner & Movie Night - 5:30 p.m. -TBA 




