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Let your light so shine be 
fore men that they may see your 

good deeds and praise  your 
Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 
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        As many of you know, Teresa and I have a dear friend that we have 
known and loved for over 50 years who is dying from lung cancer. Since last 
July he has posted a weekly blog about his journey through the process of 
leaving this world for the age to come. I look forward to reading the blog    
every week as a way to keep up with what he is going through, but also I   
have found his writing comforting. I believe that the Lord has given Brian  
wisdom and clarity every week I see a little more insight into a committed man 
of God trusting his Lord through his journey towards the end of life. I  decided 
to share the last blog with you. He gave me permission and feel free to go to 
the blog and read the other weekly posts.  
It’s simply https://dyingman.org     Cancer Blog #35    Begun on July 31, 2021   
Email: dyingman1@yahoo.com 

My Dying Words- By Brian Zimmerman 
Entry #35 – Learning how to die properly 
May 3, 2022 

Phil 2:28-30 NASB95 “Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that 
when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned [about 
you.] 29 Receive him then in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in 
high regard; 30 because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking 
his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me.” 
1Tim. 4:8 NASB95 “for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness 
is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and [also] 
for the [life] to come. 

     Is there a way to prepare for dying?  I guess my answer would have to be 
a wishy washy yes and no.  Yes, in one sense, as the Scriptures are full of talk 
of death and what our view of it should be.  No, in another sense, as every-
one’s death, or cause of death, will be somewhat different.  Even when dying 
of cancer, one person’s cancer may be similar, and yet very different from  
other people’s type of cancer, not to mention the person who has it may be of a 
different age or sex or race, etc.  Dying of cancer is not like dying of ALS 
(Lou Gehrig’s disease), a heart attack, a stroke, a car accident, a fall, etc. 

    Why, then, do I even raise the original question, viz., is there a way to 
prepare to die?  Because we should realize that no one except God knows the 

how and when of your death.  The manner of your death will likely be a      
surprise to you (as it was to me).  You may have a family history of, say, heart 
disease, and have had several relatives, maybe even a father and uncle, who 

died from a heart attack.  But, that means you also had many relatives who 
didn’t die of heart disease.  Of course, as my dad used to say, “You have to die  
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of something.” As we all believe that simple truth, what 
we begin to focus on is the manner of our death, and not 
the fact of death. We begin to look for ways to compen-
sate for or correct our genetic flaws, such as a predispo-
sition to heart disease. But, to think that we can thereby 
congratulate ourselves as we eat better and exercise more 
than the general population is to confuse our attempt to 
extend our life (which may or may not be successful) 
with the idea that we can avoid death, and that is         
obviously pure folly. Yet I think most of us believe deep 
down inside that death can be avoided, or at least      
managed or controlled like many other problems in our 
lives. The idea of preparing for death seems easier to   
accept when we think we will have time to prepare later, 
as we intend to die much later. 
 I’m here to tell you, however, that death is not so easy to 
manage or control. A runner may die of a heart attack, 
the healthiest eater die of cancer or a heart attack or a 
stroke. There is no way to cheat or manage our own 
death. Is there no point, then, in attempting to extend our 
lives? The simple answer is, of course, yes, there is a 
point to such an attempt. Life is a gift that should not be 
lightly treated or tossed aside. But, it’s not as simple as 
believing, therefore, that extending life is the highest 
good. As Christians, we serve someone who was born 
for the sole purpose of dying. The servant is not above 
the master, nor the pupil above the teacher.  If our master 
and teacher spent a short life preparing to die, how can 
we do less? Our lives cannot be governed by a denial or 
avoidance of death as our greatest concern. 
      As we see in the initial two quotes, Paul had a differ-
ent view. Healthy eating and exercise, etc., are good 
things, but their worth should be diminished in our     
estimation by the fact that their value is only counted in 
this life, as is money, or acquiring skills, or achieving 
career success. They are good, but not in the way our 
culture views them. They are only for this life, and our 
death will make a mockery of them. None of those things 
will be of any benefit after death when we face our Crea-
tor on Judgment Day. When I worked for HP, I remem-
ber reading a company newsletter that reported  an inter-
view with some very senior VP who was retiring. One of 
his comments was especially jarring; despite his obvious 
success in his job, he said:  “I wish I had spent more time 
with my family.” Retirement for many who have been 
successful in their work is a kind of death and often an 
occasion for reflection on what we have valued over the 
course of our lives. Even our own review of our lives at 
that point may be disappointing. 
      Does that mean that the fact of death can be inter-
preted as a license to be lazy, obese, or careless, with our 
health? Of course not; it should instead cause us to     
reflect on what we have come to value. Are our values 

those of our culture, things that will be worthless at 
death, important only in this life?  Or, like Epaphroditus, 
are we willing to value things that are more important 

than our death?  That, then, is one way to help us prepare  

to die:  look at what we have come to value:  is it profit-
able only before death, or, as Paul says, and we should 

ask: is it profitable for this life but also for the one to 
come? Chew on that a while and see what you think if 
you were to receive that terminal diagnosis today.” 

     Last Sunday I was watching all the “hustle and bus-
tle” going on around Coffee Hour. I was reminded that 
this doesn’t just magically happen, but requires planning, 
preparing the food and clean-up. What stood out to me 
was the joy of conversation going on between brothers 
and sisters in Christ. I thank the Lord for all who see this 
as part of the ministry at Light of Christ. This led me to 
consider all of those who selflessly serve the Lord and 
His people here.  
 

     I thought of the verse in the song “Home On The 
Range”, “and seldom was heard a discouraging 
word…”     
 

So A BIG THANK YOU to all who make our church 
special by your faithful service. I want to mention a few 
who stand out. 
  
 

     Thank you Constance McDearmon and Anna Bren-
nan for coordinating the coffee hour, and to Sandi Ward,   
Teresa Moffitt, Charlaine Andrulot, Lydia Boyd, Hoyt 
Wheeland, Phyllis Parrish and all the others that sacrifi-
cially help by baking, cooking, or set-up and clean-up. 
Blessings! 
 

     Thank you George Kranda for taking care that we al-
ways have coffee for whatever we are doing and for 
opening up on Sunday mornings. 
 

     While I’m at it, I want to acknowledge the vestry and 
all the time and effort they provide so that we can have a   
unified view as to our ministry at LOC. Thank you Doug 
Ludeman, Sandi Ward, Ed Feddeman, and Constance 
McDearmon. You are such a blessing. 
 

      Thanks to Senior Warden, George Beckett for help-
ing me remember things that I often don’t, and for 
providing wise council when needed.  
 

      Thanks to Junior Warden, Bill Andrulot for taking on 
the role of seeing to it that all systems are working in the 
building and grounds. 
 

       Thanks to Jan Beckett who faithfully serves as       
pianist and registrar with a smile on her face. 
 

       Thanks to Courtney Ludeman our Treasurer and  
Betty Dillingham Assistant Treasurer. Thank you for the 
time you put in keeping track of our financial records 
and bank stuff. 
 

       Thank you Randy Smith for overseeing our sound 
and audio-visual system along with Fred Wimberly and 
Wayne Hamlett. You guys do an amazing job. 
 

Thank you Fred Wimberly for changing the sign when-
ever I ask. I really appreciate it.              Continued next page 
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Senior  
Warden Report 

 

 

I send my most sincere thank you 
to our members who provide loving 
support to our church on a regular 
basis . So often their hard work is 
overlooked or not recognized, but 

their efforts help make LOC the wonderful church it 
is. For example, Constance, Anna and George 
Kranda are in the kitchen every Sunday morning 
preparing for our coffee hour. While they are in the 
church kitchen, many other members are 
preparing delicious dishes in their home kitchens. 
Our members and visitors truly enjoy the delicious 
“fruits” of our parishioners’ labor.  And there are so 
many other faithful parishioners we are indebted 
to, such as our choir and the blessed music they 
provide each week. Thanks to each of you! 
 

We continued our Farmers’ Market “Welcome to 
LOC” team in May, greeting folks, telling our story, 
and extending an invitation to worship with us. 
Constance and Dixie greeted many market 
shoppers during the May event and some of them 
attended services the following day.  We are being 
blessed with new people visiting us in church.  
Please extend a greeting to these folks when you 
see them on Sundays. If you want to join the tent 
team please let us know—we need you. 
 

Our “Dinner and Movie Night” attendance 
continues to grow each month with LOC members 
and visitors alike.  And, more visitors are attending 
Sunday morning services.  Many thanks to the 
movie crew who work hard to make these events 
successful. 
 

The Lions Club continues to need used glasses to 
recycle and send to those in need around the 
world.  Got some old eyeglasses lying around?  
Bring them to church and place them in the parish 
hall eyeglasses basket. 
 
Blessings, 
George 

      Thank you Joy Gwaltney for providing a very      
professional web presence for our church and for mak-
ing sure that sermons and announcements make it onto 
our web page and Facebook page in a timely manner.  
 

     Thank  you  David  Gwaltney  for  training  the  cru-
cifers and  acolytes  and  serving  yourself  in that ca-
pacity. 
 

     Thank you to Anna Brennan for taking the responsi-
bility for the altar guild and for all make sure that every-
thing at the altar is ready on Sunday morning. 
 

     Thank you Julie Pritchard for making sure that first 
time visitor’s are greeted and asked to sign the visitor 
book.  
 

     Thank you to Leslye Morrison for teaching and lead-
ing in the bell choir. The performance on Easter morn-
ing was wonderful. 
 

     Thanks you to Bill Andrulot, John Parrish, Ed 
Feddeman, Wayne Hamlett, and Hoyt Wheeland for 
manning the grill on Dinner and Movie night. 
 

     Thank you Hoyt Wheeland for always whistling a 
happy tune and for jumping in and helping out in just 
about everything. 
 

     Finally, I don’t know what I would do without our 
administrator, Joyce Williams. Thank you for doing 

such a wonderful job in a very efficient manner, and to 
Suzy Norman, thank you for filling in when she is away. 

Blessings,                 
Mike 

How Can I Keep From Singing?                     

Nouvelet Chamber Choir will show its lighter side 
with a Spring Concert June 5th, at 4 p.m. at the 
Kilmarnock Baptist Church. The twelve-voice en-
semble, directed by Elaine    Johnson, will sing a 
variety of seasonal music and favorites, including 
Blue Skies, Homeward Bound, and A Girl’s Gar-
den. Nouvelet’s concert is a gift to the community. 
Donations will be used to help our neighbors in the 
Northern Neck. Lynne Cerar and Lyn Conley sing 
in the ensemble. 

 

Young Life Camperships 
 

We have over 25 teens signed up to attend 

WyldLife and Young Life camps this summer! This 

will be a life changing experience for many! At 

camp, they will not only have the time of their lives, 

but they will experience the love of God through 

staff and work crew. Best of all, they will hear the 

Gospel in a way that they can grasp and will have 

opportunity to receive Jesus! The cost for a teen to 

attend Young Life camp is $675. If you would like 

to help build the Kingdom, please consider a 

contribution of any amount to the Northumberland 

YL Campership Fund. Please make checks 

payable to: Young Life and put VA-241 on the 

memo line. Checks may be given to LOC or sent 

to the Northern Neck Young Life, PO Box 152, 

Heathsville VA 22473. 
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The following article from Church Bulletins.org re-
ally touched my heart and I wanted to share it with 
you. God’s love shines through a child’s pure 
heart. Blessings to all, Joyce 

What You Give to God, He Multiples 

Hattie May Wiatt, a six-year-old girl, lived near 
Grace Baptist Church in Philadelphia, USA. The 
Sunday school was very crowded. Russell H Con-
well, the minister, told her one day they would 
have buildings big enough to allow everyone to 
attend. She said, “I hope you will. It is so crowded I 
am afraid to go there alone.” He replied, “When we 
get the money we will construct one large enough 
to get all the children in.” 

Two years later, in 1886, Hattie May died. After the 
funeral Hattie’s mother gave the minister a little 
bag they had found under their daughter’s pillow 
containing 57 cents in change that she had saved 
up. Alongside it was a note in her handwriting: “To 
help build bigger so that more children can go to 
Sunday school.” 

The minister changed all the money into pennies 
and offered each one for sale. He received $250--
and 4 of the cents were given back. The $250 was 
itself changed into pennies and sold by the newly 
formed “Wiatt Mite Society”. In this way, her 57 
cents kept on multiplying. 

Twenty-six years later, in a talk entitled, “The his-
tory of the 57 cents”, the minister explained the 
results of her 57-cent donation: a church with a 
membership of over 5,600 people, a hospital 
where tens of thousands of people had been treat-
ed, 80,000 young people going through university, 
2,000 people going out to preach the gospel--all 
this happened “because Hattie May Wiatt invested 
her 57 cents”.  

The theme of multiplication runs throughout the 
Bible. What cannot be achieved by addition, God 
does by multiplication. You reap what you sow, 
only many time more. What you give to the Lord, 
he multiples. 

 

A Very Brief Visit to the Gates of Sheol 
 

Dead. No pulse, no blood pressure, no breathing. 
Such was my condition about bedtime on 19 Febru-
ary 2022. I was staying at my daughter’s home in the 
Short Pump area of Richmond when I realized that I 
could no longer breathe. I collapsed, unconscious. 

But GOD! 
God had prearranged for me to be at her house 
when stricken. God had prearranged for her to have 
an “epi pen” on hand. She jabbed it into my leg. 

But GOD! 
God had prearranged for the Henrico County Res-
cue Squad to be located within minutes of my 
daughter’s home. Within minutes seven or eight 
large men burst into the house, cut off my shirt and 
proceeded to chest compressions. A breathing tube 
was inserted. 

But God! 
God had prearranged for a first-class hospital,  Hen-
rico Doctors, to be located close by. The rescue 
squad took me there. I regained consciousness in 
the ICU the next morning. 
 

And so, by God’s grace, I live. 
Had I been stricken at my home alone in Ophelia, 
my remains would by now be in a small urn. 
 
The physicians at Henrico Doctors never determined 
the reason for my collapse. Maybe some reaction to 
the infusion of monoclonal antibodies the day be-
fore? All I can say for certain is the days of life or-
dained for this old man are not yet concluded (Psalm 
139:16b). The psalmist says in God’s word: “If I 
make a bed in Sheol, behold, Thou are 
there.” (Psalm 139:8b) 
 
HE indeed is there, and everywhere throughout His 
cosmos. His presence and His perfections are infi-
nite. 
 
I cannot say I really entered the gates of Sheol, the 
place of the dead, but I close enough. No bright 
lights were seen, no visions of anything, no prophe-
sies, only a present awareness of the incomprehen-
sible grace,  mercy and power of our God. 
 
I shall always be grateful for your prayers. Thank 
you, thank you. The God who inhabits your prayers 
is glorified in answering them. I love you, brothers 
and sisters at Light of Christ. 
 
“How blessed are the people whose God is the 
LORD.” 
 (Psalm 114:15b) 
 
Respectfully submitted, Ernie Proctor 
12 May 2022 
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Altar Guild 

Jun    5    Anna Brennan 
Jun  12    Constance McDearmon, Sandi Ward 
Jun  19    Wendy Smith, Suzy Norman 
Jun  26    Julie Pritchard, Elizabeth Lambertson 
 

Tellers 

Jun    5   Betty Dillingham 
Jun  12   Betty Dillingham, Jan Becket 
Jun  19   Betty Dillingham, Pam Smith 
Jun  26   Betty Dillingham 
 

 

 

 

Vestry Person on Duty 
 

Jun    5     Doug Ludeman 
Jun  12     George Beckett 
Jun  19     Doug Ludeman 
Jun  26     Sandi Ward 

 
 

 

June Anniversaries 
 

Jun  15    Eleanor & George Semerjian 
 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with 
favor, we pray, on your servants named above, as 

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow 
in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their  

trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 

Lesson Readers 
 

Jun    5  Charlaine Andrulot (L), Hoyt Wheeland (P)  
Jun  12  Tony Blackstone (L), Joan Blackstone (P)  
Jun  19  Marie Carstensen (L) Sandi War (P) 

Jun  26  Jim Conley (L) Susan Read (P) 
 

 

Acolytes 
Jun     5  Anna Brennan 
Jun   12  Marie Carstensen 
Jun   19  David Gwaltney 
Jun   26  Constance McDearmon 
 

 

Chalice Bearers 
 

Jun     5   Constance McDearmon 
Jun   12   Suzy Norman 
Jun   19   Tony Blackstone 
Jun   26   Suzy Norman 
 

Chiming of the Hour 

Jun     5   Phyllis Parrish, Doug Ludeman 
Jun   12   Jim Conley 
Jun   19   Elizabeth Lambertson, Pam Smith 
Jun   26   Bill Andrulot, John Parrish 

 

June Birthdays 
Jun    1   Lynn York, Betty Cralle 
Jun    6   Susan Read 
Jun  15   Sophia Hamlett 
Jun  18   Fred Wimberly 
Jun  20   Tommy & Timmy Kimmitt 
Jun  21   Lyn Conley 
Jun  25   Christopher Cralle 
Jun  28   Jeanne Hickey 

 
 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage 
that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ 

and his Church: Send your blessing upon these your 
servants as they begin another year, that they may so 

love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and 
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home 

may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 

 
 

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

 
 
 
Please consider joining the Altar Guild. The 
duties require setting up the altar (usually on 
Saturday morning) and then cleaning up after 
the service on Sunday. If you feel called to this 
ministry please talk to Anna Brennan, our Altar 
Guild chair. 
 
We are still looking for more Chalice Bearers 
and Acolytes. If you are led to one of these 
ministries, please talk to Mike.  Thank you! 
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Outside Picnic for everyone!! 
 
Finally the weather was nice and the 
whole school had a picnic outside.  The 
3’s and 4’s lunched in tents for shade and 
the Kindergarten and 1st Grade ate un-
der a big tree. 

Bingo with Blaise, one of our 1st 
Grade students came to Bingo with 
his parents and helped call the num-
bers.  Standing with Blaise are the 
May 13 winners!   
 
Come and join us the 2nd Friday of 
every month at the Woman’s Club in 
Lottsburg.  The cost is $15 for 15 
games.  Bring some friends and have 
a fun evening. 
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Summer Plans 

It is coming faster than we would think, and not 
soon enough for kids in school! Summer is near, 
and that means a whole different kind of busyness 
for a lot of families. Vacations, camps, travels, and 
family reunions quickly fill up the calendar (if they 
haven’t already)! Consider three ideas to help 
make God the focal point of your summer. 
 
Make God the purpose of your 
travels. Camping, visiting national parks, or even a 
really long drive gives great opportunity to marvel 
at God’s beautiful creation and praise Him for it. 
Read Genesis 1 and consider all the wonderful 
works of His hands. Remember, the heavens 
declare His glory and handiwork (Psalm 19:1). 
How we can truly sing “How Great Thou Art” when 
we consider all His hands have made! 
 
Serve together. Although summers can be busy, 
there is a certain slowness and, as I am told, an 
intense heat that makes going outside miserable. 
Write a card to someone on the prayer list. Have 
all the kids write a personal note. Make some 
cookies (or cookies and ice cream) and take it to 
someone as a “just because” gift of love. Joshua 
24:15 speaks to serving the Lord as opposed to 
serving the idols of the Amorites in the Promised 
Land. What does that service look like practically? 
Would service to others be involved? Jesus would 
talk about service and love to others in Matthew 
25:31-46 and connect the two realities that godly, 
sacrificial service to others is service to God. 
 
Ask others for prayers. That is, ask others if you 
can pray for them. When you are at a restaurant 
and about to say a prayer for the meal, ask your 
waiter or waitress if you could pray for them about 
something. At those family reunions and camps, 
ask others what and who you can pray for. 
Consider friends from school this summer and ask 
what kinds of prayers they need. James 5:16-18 
teaches that prayer works. Paul charges us to 
“pray without ceasing” (1 Thes. 5:17) and to “give 
thanks always and for everything and in all 
circumstances” (Eph. 5:20; 1 Thes. 5:18). 
 
Be intentional this summer! It is coming quickly. 
Keep God in all your plans and think of practical 
ways to serve and encourage others. You may 
even begin to develop habits you take into the fall 
and beyond! 

Logan Summers 
Graeber Road Church of Christ 
Rosenberg, TX 

Father’s Day Perspective 

Father’s Day, what does it mean to you? Its mean-
ing has changed for me over the years. When I 
was young, it was a day to wear a red rose to 
church. It was a day to say, “Thanks Dad for all the 
things you do.” Later, when I became a dad, it took 
on a deeper meaning as I began to realize all the 
responsibilies that go with the title. Now, being a 
father and a grandfather it takes on a special 
meaning. I look back at the memory of my own fa-
ther with warm thoughts and understand him bet-
ter. 

I look to the future by looking in the eyes of my 
son. I see the strength of young manhood and 
hope and pray that I have been and am being the 
kind of example he needs to see to know what be-
ing a Christian father is all about. I look into the 
eyes of my grandson and see the wonder of new 
things as he learns to explore his world in which 
there are new things every day. Again, I hope and 
pray that I am being the example that he needs to 
see to know what being a Christian grandfather is 
all about. 

Father’s day is a wonderful day to stop and reflect 
on being a father. It is a time to think of the great 
privilege that God has granted men to become fa-
thers, and to help shape and mold a young mind 
and soul. It is a time to think that with this privilege 
comes great responsibilities, as the apostle Paul 
wrote in Ephesians 6:4, “And ye fathers, provoke 
not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition the Lord.” 

Fathers, notice there are two parts to this verse. 
One is a negative, “provoke not.” This provoking is 
done by making too many demands, undue severi-
ty when disciplining our children. The other part is 
a positive, “bring them up in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord.” This requires instruction, 
spiritual and moral nurture as well as physical 
(Matthew 4:4). As the children grow older, then we 
need to give them admonition, that reasoning for 
which they should or should not do certain things 
(Deuteronomy 6:-9). Fathers, there will be no 
greater reward than getting to heaven and being 
surrounded by our families! Have a great Father’s Day! 

Brandon Britton                   
Lake City Church of Christ                  
Lake City, FL 



8 

The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 
9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

The deadline for the Beacon is the 
 third Sunday of  each month. 

 

Upcoming Events for June 2022 
 

 

June 1, 8,15, 22, 29 
“The Book of Revelation” Class - 1 p.m. 

 
 

June 5 - 4 p.m. 
Nouvelet Chamber Concert 

 

June 18 
Heathsville Farmers’ Market 

 
 

June 19 
Father’s Day 

 
 
 

June 24 
Dinner & Movie Night - 5:30 p.m. 

 

May 30 
Memorial Day - Office is closed 

 
 


