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Let your light so shine be
fore men that they may see your
good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

The truth is that until Jesus returns in glory and makes
all things new, we will continue to struggle and have to
deal with the effects of a fallen world. However, that
doesn’t mean that God isn’t on the move. He always is
and we can point to how God has moved in and through
our church in the middle of the chaos all around. Consider what kind of love the Father gave us as a church in
2021 and these are just a few of the most obvious things.
I’ll bet you can come up with more.

Mike’s
Message
Happy New Year! I don’t know about you, but it seems
to me that time is flying by at breakneck speed. On top
of that, a lot happened around the world, our country,
our community, our church, and individual lives in 2021.
We have experienced tremendous political upheaval, terrible changes in our educational standards, unbelievable
moral decadence, a pandemic that at times brought our
nation to a standstill, and to top it off our nation’s debt
load is now around $30 trillion. That’s 30 and twelve
zeroes.
Many national denominations are caving into the demands of the culture and Jesus, as well as the Scriptures
have essentially been dismissed as irrelevant. Jeffrey
Jones in his March 29, 2021 article in Gallup News
wrote, “Americans’ membership in houses of worship
continued to decline last year, dropping below 50% for
the first time in Gallup’s eight-decade trend. In 2020,
47% of Americans said they belonged to a church, synagogue, or mosque, down from 50% in 2018 and 70% in
1999. Consider that the 47% doesn’t merely represent
Christianity in all its denominations of Protestantism and
Catholic, but includes Judaism, and Islam. The church is
in rapid decline and yet we’ve been there many times in
history. It’s time for a revival and a Great Awakening to
happen again.
Someone said to me the other day, “I don’t know how
people without Christ can stand all the terrible things
happening all around the world. Where do they find
hope?”
As I pondered the comment, I considered if there had
ever been a time when humans have not experienced
tragedy, sickness, civil unrest, and wars. Since the fall of
man in the Garden of Eden we have lived in a fallen
world. But the Creator God has always invited those
who bear His image to be in relationship with Him, but
sadly most everyone has shown little to no interest. I
love the verses of Scripture where we find hope in the
middle of hopelessness.
Consider the words of the Psalmist in Psalm 27:1,
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I
fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid?”
1 John 3:1-3 gives us this assurance, “See what kind of
love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are. The reason
why the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we
will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him
as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies
himself as he is pure.”

1. We were able to pay off our mortgage 5-years ahead
of schedule.
2. We have made our worship service available through
live stream, our church website, and our church Facebook page. Many who have never been here are tuning
in at least to the sermon weekly.
3. We were able to aid with heating oil, electric bills,
food, rent, car repairs for many different families. We
bought the wood to build a ramp for a man who could no
longer walk up the stairs into his home. We paid to have
a heat pump replaced for a family who didn’t have A/C
or heat in their trailer. For each person we would share
the good news of the gospel and pray over them. All total we spent a little over $26,000 helping those in our
community who are struggling. Social Services refers
folks to us when they aren’t able to help. This is in addition to the amount of financial help we have provided for
other ministries both here in the U.S, as well as around
the world.
4. In July we started having “Dinner and a Movie” every
third Friday and showed movies that were both life
changing and spoke to the issues of the day that are destroying this country. We showed “The Insanity of
God”, “Unplanned”, “In His Image”, and “God’s Not
Dead-We the People”. We had good turnouts each time
and met people from as far away as Saluda and Tappahannock. We plan to continue in January.
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5. We’ve had Bible studies on Tuesdays and Wednesdays showing the two “Behold Your God” series which
were 24 weeks. We repeated the series again due to others hearing about how effective it was. That’s when we
went from Tuesdays at 1 pm to Tuesday and Wednesday
at 1 pm. In October we began a new 12- week series entitled “The Church”. Most everyone attending has been
excited to gain a biblical understanding of the church
and it’s mission. Again, we are drawing people from other churches.
This all happened at a time where a great many churches
were shut down and the ministries were minimal. Even
though there is mounting evidence every day that our
society is in decline, we press on believing that God will
provide and use us for His glory. God is not intimidated
by the antics of the enemy, and we shouldn’t be either.
Continued

As we head into 2022 I look forward to the ways that
God will be pleased to use us. As faithful followers of
Jesus Christ there is no limit to what can do in and
through us. Blessings on each of you in this new year.
Mike

Best of Health and Spirit to you
and yours, in Christ Jesus.
Emmanuel, "God With Us"

Senior
Warden Report

Standing in the furnace fierce,
The Fourth Man did not fail to pierce
The palace wall or cellar stout,
To safety make, defeating doubt.

Thank you to each of our wonderful
members for your loving work and giving to
enable our church to help many people in
need within the congregation, within the
community, and in other parts of the world.
The vestry approved the 2022 annual budget, which reflects
church goals to continue to bring the light of Christ to those
who do not know Jesus. By accomplishing our 2021 goal
of paying off our mortgage, we have more capacity to
support worthwhile missions.
On behalf of the congregation, I want to express a sincere
THANK YOU to outgoing vestry members Anna Brennan
and Randy Smith for the outstanding leadership and work
they have given to Light of Christ. They took on many
difficult tasks and always achieved superb results. Anna
and Randy, you have set a high bar for those who follow
you.
The vestry strongly supports Mike’s “Movie Night”
program and looks forward to continued community
participation in the future. The program is reaching both
LOC and other community members who want to have
fellowship and a source of Christian teaching.
Our eyeglass collection program continues to support the
Lion Club, which provides glasses worldwide. Please
continue to collect and bring the glasses to church, and we
will take them forward.
The Northern Neck continues to be a beautiful earthly
paradise for people, with new folks moving here every
month. As new neighbors arrive down the lane or around
the corner, please invite them to your church.

The Jewish boys that would not bow
Before the idol, kept their vow
Unto the living God alone:
Savior strong, Who could atone
For sin, with one unblemished Lamb,
Christ the Lion, Great I AM,
Soldier, King and Covenant Head,
Through their trail, with them, led.
"You therefore must endure hardship as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ." 2 Timothy 2

Alexander "Alec" Ream

Message From
“Operation InAsMuch”
May God Bless you and your family with all the
Love, Joy, and Hope of the Season. May
your New Year be blessed with the Joy and Peace
of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Blessings,
George Beckett, Senior Warden

Thinking of all of you who have given so much of yourselves for others by serving with “Operation In-as-much”.
Your love and compassion for the ministry is so greatly
appreciated and needed to serve others as Jesus Christ
serves us. My wish for you is to embrace this season for
what it is and keep Jesus the center of your heart and life.

_____________________________________
A Special Moment In Northern Neck
Christian School
As I was reading with a child this past
Monday, I clearly noticed she was
very bright and knew her sounds and
letters. I said to her, “You seem to be a very good
reader, so you must have someone at home who is
reading to you. Who is that?” She immediately replied,
“My Mom”. I then asked her if she could remember
about when her Mom started reading with her. Again,
she immediately replied, “January 15”. I had to bite my
tongue to keep f rom laughing.

Love In Christ,
from the Board of Directors for Inasmuch United Northern
Neck:
Denyse Cornell
Stephanie Jones
Debbie Harper
Billy Saunders
Donald Bowen
PS. I found the Christmas Prayer posted on the next page
and have borrowed it to share with you.

Melinda Floom
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Lesson Readers

Altar Guild

Jan. 2
Jan. 9
Jan. 16
Jan. 23
Jan. 30

Jan. 2
Jan. 9
Jan. 16
Jan. 23
Jan. 30

Charlaine Andrulot (L), Ernie Proctor (P)
Jeanne Hickey (L), Jim Conley (P)
Sandi Ward (L), Susan Read (P)
Joan Blackstone (L), Tony Blackstone (P)
Betty Dillingham (L), Julie Pritchard (P)

Anna Brennan
Sandi Ward / Constance McDearmon
Wendy Smith
Julie Pritchard / Elizabeth Lambertson
Anna Brennan

Tellers

Acolytes

Jan. 2 Courtney Ludeman
Jan. 9 Courtney Ludeman, Jan Beckett
Jan. 16 Courtney Ludeman, Pam Smith
Jan. 23 Courtney Ludeman
Jan. 30 Courtney Ludeman

Jan. 2 Anna Brennan
Jan. 9 Sandi Ward
Jan. 16 Marie Carstensen
Jan. 23 Ed Feddeman
Jan. 30 David Gwaltney

Vestry Person on Duty
Chalice Bearers
Jan. 2
Jan. 9
Jan. 16
Jan. 23
Jan. 30

Jan. 2
Jan. 9
Jan. 16
Jan. 23
Jan. 30

Ed Feddeman
Constance McDearmon
Tony Blackstone
Constance McDearmon
Ed Feddeman

December Anniversaries

January Birthdays
Jan. 4
Jan. 5
Jan. 6
Jan. 17
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 27
Jan. 29

George Beckett
Anna Brennan
Ed Feddeman
Doug Ludeman
Sandi Ward

Jan. 24
Jan. 25

Pauline Edmonds, Steve Proctor
Doris Meyers
Caitlyn Cralle Berg, Tom Sennott
Lydia Boyd
Teresa Moffitt
Al Myers
Charles Wrightson, William Tracey
Leslye Morrison

Lynn and Howard York
Phyllis and Walt TeStrake

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with
favor, we pray, on your servants named above, as
they begin another year. Grant that they may grow
in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity
between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing
upon these your servants as they begin another year,
that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other
in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true
godliness, that their home may be a haven of
blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Please consider joining the Altar Guild. The
duties require setting up the Altar (usually on
Saturday morning) and then cleaning up after the
service on Sunday. If you feel called to this
ministry please talk to Anna Brennan, our Altar
Guild chair.
We are also looking for more Chalice Bearers
and Acolytes. If you are led to one of these
ministries, please talk to Mike. Thank you!
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The Beacon
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
P.O. BOX 609
9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY
HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473

The deadline for the Beacon is the

third Sunday of each month.

Upcoming Events
for January 2022
Sunday, January 9th

LOC Annual Meeting
after service
followed with a luncheon

Friday, January 21st

“Tentative Movie & Dinner Night”
Details TBA

Friday, January 21st, 1-4 p.m.

National March for Life, Washington, DC
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