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Let your light so shine be 
fore men that they may see your 

good deeds and praise  your 
Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

       Light of Christ Anglican Church 
  THE  BEACON 

 

P.O. Box 609 • Heathsville, Virginia 22473 
9500 Northumberland Highway 

804 580-4555 • email: lightofchristva@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to join us at 

5:00 p.m. for our 

Ash Wednesday Service 
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 Mike’s 

Message 
Recently I read an article 
reporting on a meeting of the 

College of Bishops of the Anglican Church in North 
America via Zoom on January 5-7, 2021. They discussed 
several topics including “ministry in the midst of a 
pandemic.” I’m including a portion of the article here: 
“As events unfolded in the United States Capitol on 
Wednesday, January 6, the words of Archbishop Beach’s 
address from the previous day were a prophetic 
encouragement to continue to work for the unity of the 
Church in the midst of a polarized society: “We are 
beginning to suffer from a serious lack of theological, 
Biblical, and historical understanding in the Church. We 
have often quoted Meldenius: ‘In essentials, unity; in 
nonessentials, liberty; in all things, charity.’ Yes, we can 
differ on the nonessentials, but the Faith is not up for 
grabs. So, let’s not be afraid to say the hard thing 
regarding the essentials of the Faith and remain true to 
the teaching of Holy Scripture, the Bible. But 
remembering, in all things, charity! The mentality which 
writes people off and breaks fellowship with those who 
disagree is creeping its way into the Church. We must 
fight to maintain the unity of the Spirit in our Church.” 
 
I felt this exhortation was very timely for us right now in 
America. The denominational churches are as fractured 
as the rest of America. There have always been 
differences of opinion over those things that aren’t 
essential teachings of our Faith, but today denominations 
that once upheld the authority of Scripture, the Divinity of 
Christ, and the teaching that Jesus is the only way to 
salvation have departed from this. Instead, the goal of 
many is that everyone feels included and assured that 
God, like Mr. Rogers, loves them just the way they are. 
Instead of bowing before God in repentance of sin, they 
are encouraged to celebrate who they are and be 
assured that God created them that way. Because this 
has gone unchecked and tolerated, we now have a 
country that does not resemble who we once were, and 
churches who no longer resemble the teachings of God’s 
word. 
 
The pandemic may prove to be the time where we 
reconsider who we are meant to be in this community. 
When churches can once again meet without fear of 
Covid-19, we need to be ready to offer them the hope of 
Christ.     
                                                    
Many of you have heard of our Tuesday afternoon Bible 
study where we just finished the 12-week series “Behold 
Your God - Rethinking God Biblically.”                                    
It has been a powerful series for all who attended 
because it challenged us to focus on the God of Scripture 
through his own self declaration, the Bible. The purpose 
was to refocus our thinking and our hearts on who God 
really is, not who we have imagined him to be. One of the 
basic principles from the first week was that we all need a 
bigger view of God in his power, glory and majesty. It is 
often our tendency to have a lower view of God which 

always leads to a larger view of ourselves.  
 
One of the passages that we considered in the last class 
is from the Book of Revelation 3:14-22, “And to the angel 
of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of 
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning 
of God's creation. 
 
15 “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor 
hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I 
will spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, 
I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing 
that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and 
naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by 
fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so 
that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your 
nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your 
eyes, so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I 
reprove and discipline, so be zealous and 
repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come into him and eat with him, and he with me. 21 The 
one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on 
my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my 
Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” 
 
The topic that we were discussing was the presence of 
God. We were taking an honest look into our individual 
lives and the life of the church. These were hard questions 
because they caused us to consider whether or not we 
really hear from God or experience his presence. Many 
have grown so accustomed to silence from God that they 
consider it normal. As individuals, as churches and as a 
nation we have slowly but surely allowed things into our 
lives a little at a time that are not fit for us to see, hear or 
participate in. Things like lust, anger, hatred, being 
offended, or simply getting out of the habit of prayer and 
worship on a daily basis.  
 
The alarming part of the passage in Revelation 3:14-22 is 
that it was not written to those who were unbelievers but 
to those within the church of Laodicea. Why was Jesus 
standing outside knocking on the door? Why had he left in 
the first place? He tells them why; they were no longer hot 
but had let sin creep in and they arrogantly lived as if they 
didn’t need him. It was probably slowly until they no longer 
realized that anything was wrong, so the Spirit of Christ 
left. It’s like the example of placing a frog in a pot of cold 
water and then turning up the heat. He never realizes the 
danger until it’s to late.  
 
For those who have finished the “Behold Your God” 
series, next week we are starting Part Two- “Behold Your 
God- The Weight of Majesty” which is a series on the 
attributes of God. This will still be on Tuesday at 1 pm. For 
those who haven’t taken advantage of the first series we 
are going to repeat it beginning Wednesday, February 24, 
at 1 pm at Light of Christ. Let me know if you are going to 
take advantage of this valuable teaching. I look forward to 
where God will take us in 2021.  
 
Blessings! Mike 
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Senior Warden Report 
 
Your vestry met via Zoom on Saturday, 
January 16th, to welcome our new 
members and discuss plans for the 
upcoming year.  Sincere and warm 

greetings to our three new members: Sandi Ward, 
Doug Ludeman and Ed Feddeman. Randy Smith will 
remain as junior warden, Courtney Ludeman as 
treasurer, and Jan Beckett as registrar.  We  
scheduled our monthly meetings to be the third 
Sunday starting at 1:30.   
 
Pastor Mike open the meeting with prayer, a 
devotional and a discussion of the qualifications of 
the vestry.  Mike then asked, “Where do we go from 
here?” concerning our national circumstances and 
what the role of our church should be.   There was 
general agreement that the ‘unknowns” in our country 
are causing concerns but we do sincerely believe that 
God does have a plan for LOC, and we must 
understand and follow His plan.  As your vestry team, 
we must work together to gain the necessary insight 
into God’s plan and initiate church outreach and 
educational activities accordingly. Mike has continued 
our outreach program with new classes that include 
students from other local churches, and he will be 
introducing additional classes in the near future.  
 
Courtney presented the 2020 Treasurer’s Report. 
Overall we were able to maintain a positive cash 
balance. Pledge receipts were below pledges but 
plate offerings were above expectations. Randy 
Smith managed building expenses in an outstanding 
manner, reducing those costs materially.  The loss of 
several church members during the year will probably 
reduce our income during 2021, so your pledges are 
more important than ever.  Donations to offset our 
building mortgage payments were up, permitting us to 
lower the mortgage to $45,657.  With members’ 
generosity, we should be able to pay off our 
mortgage this year.  
 
There is a strong desire to find a way to have a safe 
social period following our Sunday services.  The 
vestry will explore the possibility of using a tent in 
back of the church, opening up the parish hall  back 
doors, or some other safe way to have coffee and 
enjoyable conversations. Your ideas are welcome!  
 
We are going to “test market” an invitation letter to 
our new Northumberland neighbors, asking them 
consider attending our services.  We will include this 
offer also on our website. 
 
Thank you for being an LOC member, supporter or 
friend.  
Blessings, George 

2020 Tax-Deductible 
Report to Donors 

 
I have prepared and mailed the report to a majority 
of contributors. However, this year the Vestry 
decided to limit the automatic reports to an annual 
contribution of $200 or higher. If you don’t receive a 
report but do need one, please contact me and I’ll 
be glad to prepare it for you. 
 
Betty Dillingham 
Assistant Treasurer 
 
 

Prayer Chain Ministry 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:  
Many of you may or may not know 
that LOC has about 50+ prayer 
warriors (men and women) faithfully 
committed to pray for your prayer 
requests for health, emotional, 

mental and spiritual needs for yourself, family and 
friends. The Prayer Warriors are also committed to 
confidentiality of all prayer requests.  We ask that 
prayer warriors  pray for each request as received 
throughout the day and/or as led by the Holy Spirit. 
If you sense God is calling you to join this ministry, 
please contact Marie Carstensen, coordinator for 
the Prayer Chain, at 804-438-4258, (home) and 804
-577-0656 (cell); email: mariecar@atlanticbb.net. 
God is trustworthy and graciously answers prayer 
according to His will. “Stretch out your hand with 
healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders 
be done through the name of your servant Jesus.” 
Acts 4:30. “Now all glory to you, who are able, 
through your mighty power at work within us, to 
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or 
think. Glory to you in the church and in Christ Jesus 
through all generations forever and ever.”  
 
In the love of Christ, Marie Carstensen 
 
 

An opportunity exists for you to 
become a prison pen pal through 
Evangel Prison Ministries. They have 
over 200 prisoners on their waiting list, 

begging for volunteers to write. If you are interested, 
contact Linda Bullock, Office Manager/Pen Pal 
Facilitator, Evangel Prison Ministries, 6900 Billtown 
Road, Louisville, KY 40299, tel. 502-964-3304, ext. 
1227, e-mail prison@ewpc.us. More info is available 
at wwwevangelprisonministries.org. 
 
Hoyt Wheeland 
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Parent comments about the 
Northern Neck Christian School 

 
 
 

 
I would like to share with LOC recent parent comments about the school. 

 
+ I am amazed at how much my daughter has learned since she started 
attending NNKCS. Not only is she learning the academics, but she is also 
learning life lessons and values. I am very happy with the decision that we 
made when we chose NNKCS! 

 
+ NNKCS is absolutely a wonderful school, we are blessed to have a 
Christian school in our area which gives parents a choice of the type of 
education we want our children to have.  This is more important now than it has 
ever been before. 
 
+ My children attend NNKCS; they love it and we love it!  With the school’s 
focus on academics, we know our children are getting a great education.  They 
are ahead of our friend’s children in reading and math.  Above all, we value the 
Christian education they are receiving.  Thank you, Zion, for letting us use your 
church social hall. 

 
+ I think the wonderful Christmas program says it all.  The children were so precious.  I was so 

pleased to see my child participating and I can’t believe how much he learned by memory and was 
not shy about being in front of so many strangers. 

      As the children said at the Christmas program: “May God bless you and protect you.” 

 
Leslye 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Tellers 

Feb.    7  Courtney Ludeman 
Feb.  14   Courtney Ludeman, Jan Beckett 
Feb.  17   Courtney Ludeman 
Feb.  21   Courtney Ludeman, Pam Smith 
Feb.  28   Courtney Ludeman 
 

Vestry Person on Duty 

Feb.    7   Anna Brennan 
Feb.  14   George Beckett 
Feb.  17   Anna Brennan- Ash Wednesday  
Feb.  21   George Beckett 
Feb.  28   Anna Brennan 

 

February Anniversaries 
 
                No Anniversaries This Month 
 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of 
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing 

upon these your servants as they begin another year, 
that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 

faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, 
that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Lesson Readers 
Feb.    7  Jim Conley (L)   Lyn Conley (P) 
Feb.  14  Julie Pritchard  (L) Tony Blackstone (P) 
Feb.  17  Constance McDearmon  (L) Bart Morrison (P) 
Feb.  21  Jeanne Hickey   (L) Teresa Moffitt 
Feb.  28  Jim Conley  (L) Lyn Conley 

 

Altar Guild 

Feb.    7   Anna Brennan 
Feb.  14   Suzy Norman 
Feb.  17   Anna Brennan 
Feb.  21   Wendy Smith 
Feb.  28   Julie Pritchard 

 

February Birthdays 
 

Feb.   1 Lisa Nguyen 
Feb.   4 Wayne Hamlett 
Feb.   5 Lyn Neira 
Feb.   9 Joan Marie Parasine 
Feb. 11  Barbara Seed, Barbara Ressler 
Feb. 13 Cheryl Swann 
Feb. 12  Judy Rasberry, David Gwaltney 
Feb. 16  Randy Smith  
 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we 

pray, on your servants named above, as they begin 
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and 

grace, and strengthen their  
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Thank you, Light of Christ, and everyone who supports, and has 
supported, the work in South Asia! It really humbles, honors and 
encourages me when I see each month the various donations. When I 
hear in the service your weekly prayers for me and how you pray for 
this ministry. I am truly blessed. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Holy Spirit to go before and make a 
way for the work he wants in South Asia. Let’s be bold and pray for a 
disciple-making movement in South Asia. 
 
I need to check with Joyce first, if you are interested in receiving the 

South Asian newsletter with stories, prayer requests and pictures. Please notify the church office. Provide 
your name, email address, and phone number. 
 
Let me say it again, thank you and praise God! 
 
Your Missionary 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 
9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

The deadline for the Beacon is the 
third Sunday of  each month. 

   Suzy Norman, Editor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy February! This month we will kick off High School Young Life Bible Study (Campaigners) and hang 
outs, as well as our Middle School Wyld Life Bible Study (Campaigners) and hang outs. Caty will continue 
hanging out with kids outside of events to build relationships with them. We would love prayers for a 
consistent Campaigner group in Young Life & Wyld Life, as well as prayers for Caty’s substitute 
application to go through so that she can be in the schools, meeting kids.  
 
Joyfully, 
 
Caty Neely 
Northern Neck Young Life 
Staff Associate 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


