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Let your light so shine be 
fore men that they may see your 

good deeds and praise  your 
Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 
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 Mike’s 

Message 
Hebrews 11:1-3, “Now faith 
is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2 
For 

by it the people of old received their 
commendation. 

3 
By faith we understand that the 

universe was created by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was not made out of things that are 
visible.” 
 
During the Advent season I thought a lot about the 
nature of faith and how God grows it within his 
children. We talked about Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and the announcement of the Angel 
Gabriel that she would give birth to the Messiah 
even though she was a virgin. She seemed to me 
to really take that in stride, especially considering 
that she was only 12-14 years old. It’s probably 
important that we consider that she likely 
conveyed the story to Luke, the Gospel writer, 
around 60-65 years later. I have wondered how 
she felt right after the angel departed and she 
realized what this was going to mean for her life. I 
doubt she went skipping home all excited about 
the news. I wonder how long before she had a 
good night’s sleep again. 
 
I thought about Gideon in Judges 6:11-16. The 
Midianites, Amalekites, and other eastern people 
continued to invade Israel to steal and destroy 
their crops. Gideon was threshing wheat in a wine 
press so that the enemy could not see him. I really 
love the way the story begins in verse 12 and 14-
16: “And the angel of the Lord appeared to him 
and said to him, “The Lord is with you, O mighty 
man of valor.” 

 14 
And the Lord turned to him and 

said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel 
from the hand of Midian; do not I send 
you?” 

15 
And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how 

can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest 
in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's 
house.” 

16 
And the Lord said to him, “But I will be 

with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as 
one man.” 
 
Like Mary who was greeted by the Angel Gabriel 
with, “Greetings! O Favored One”, Gideon is 
greeted by the “Angel of the Lord” who was also 
known as “the angel of His presence and some 
believe this angel to be the pre-incarnate Christ. 
He greets Gideon with, “The Lord is with you, O 
mighty man of valor.” I can picture Gideon looking 

behind and all around to see who the angel is 
addressing. You can read the story of Gideon and 
how God used him in an amazing way to defeat 
the enemies of Israel in Judges 6-8. I suspect that 
he was terrified, not just at the Angel of the Lord 
appearing to him but what God was telling him to 
do. He knew there was no way to fulfill the 
command of God, he just was not the man for the 
job. 
 
What about Abraham? You can read his story in 
Genesis 12-25, but I want to focus on only one 
story in his relationship with God from chapter 22, 
but first a brief background. In chapter 12 God 
appears to Abram, a 75-year-old man from the 
land of Ur, whose wife was barren. Those from the 
land of Ur were Chaldean and moon worshippers. 
Abram had most likely never heard of Jehovah 
(meaning the existing one) and yet God came to 
him and made the most amazing promise, “Go 
from your country

 
and your kindred and your 

father's house to the land that I will show you. And 
I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be 
a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” In 
chapter 15 God again renews the promise of 
making from Abram a great nation. This time 
Abraham asks God how that was possible since he 
had no heir. God promises to give him a son from 
his wife Sarai who is 65 and likely beyond 
childbearing. God has Abram go outside of his tent 
and says, “Look toward heaven and number the 
stars, if you are able to number them. So shall your 
offspring be. And he believed the Lord and he 
counted it to him as righteousness.” You know the 
story, God waited 25 years to fulfill his promise to 
Abraham and Sarah. He was 100 years old and 
she was 90. There was no doubt that only God 
could have done such and amazing thing. When 
his son Isaac was born Abraham and Sarah rejoice 
at such an amazing gift at such a late time in their 
lives. Then in chapter 22 God tests Abraham faith 
and love for his God. Genesis 22:2-3, ““Take your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you.” 

3 
So Abraham rose early in the 

morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut 
the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went 
to the place of which God had told him.” 
 
 
      Continued next page 
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Mike’s Message continued... 
 
What we do not read is Abraham’s response to 
God’s command when first given. I’ve often 
wondered what objections he made to God like: 
‘How will you keep your promise to make of me a 
great nation if I sacrifice the son you promised me? 
What do I tell Sarah? She will be crushed; this will 
likely kill her. What do I tell others?’ I suspect that 
God was silent. What more was there for him to 
say? He told Abraham what he was supposed to do, 
now Abraham had to decide if Isaac was too great a 
price to pay for obedience to God’s will.  
 
In the scriptures, most every story of people 
encountering God end up requiring that they trust 
him to enable them to accomplish what he is 
commanding them to do. He never challenges them 
to move in their own strength, wisdom, or attributes 
but always provides the anointing and power to 
follow through to the end. God is sees in us 
possibilities that we cannot see in ourselves. He will 
stretch us and knead us like clay, but it always ends 
up with us being a much more useful vessel than we 
could have imagined. I hear a lot of people praying 
for revival and I am one of them, but I think we 
should be asking God to raise us up to be used in 
ways we would never have suspected. That seems 
to be the way he does things and always has. What 
is God challenging you to do? Afraid to ask him? Do 
not be. Ask him to use you in ways that no one 
would believe, and to bring glory to himself above all 
things. Be a story of faith that people love to tell. 
Blessings! 

Dear Members and Friends of Light of Christ 
Anglican Church: 
 
We will have our Annual Meeting on Sunday 
January 10th at noon. For those who attend the 
morning worship service in the sanctuary we ask 
that you bring a lunch to eat before the meeting. 
For those who attend via live stream, we will take 
a break for lunch and then return to the live 
stream at noon. 
 
I think everyone will agree that 2020 presented 
many challenges due to Covid-19, political 
upheaval, and the loss of many of our loved ones. 
At the same time, God has moved in our midst 
and many wonderful things have happened as 
well. That will be the focus of our meeting. My 
prayer is that the Lord will encourage us as we 
focus on his loving care for us as a church and as 
individuals. God is most certainly not undone by 
all that is going on but continues to rule and reign 
in righteousness. As we acknowledge his 
faithfulness, we will also pray for his continued 
guidance and strength. 
 
I hope to see you there. Blessings! 
 
In Christ Love, 
 
Mike 
 
 

Senior Warden’s Column 
 

What a year we have experienced as a family and as a church! Please join me in prayer that 
the Lord will provide us a solution to the virus and related health issues so we can return to 
our “old ways” of practicing our love for God and each other. 
 
Despite the virus-related challenges, Light of Christ Anglican Church is in good shape to face 

the new year. We have been allowed to hold physical services on Sundays and new people are attending, 
some of whom are preparing to become members. Mike has continued to schedule classes during the 
week, which have attracted many parishioners and visitors. We have been blessed to have the 
permissions we needed this year to stay open and conduct Sunday services, week-day classes, and 
meetings. 
 
Most of our members have honored their 2020 financial pledges, giving us a good start for the new year. 
Our latest financial statement shows that we still have a mortgage balance of $49,880. We are thankful for 
your generous contributions, and I encourage you to continue to give when possible so we can “burn the 
mortgage” in 2021. 
 
My best wishes for a wonderful and healthy 2021. 
Sincerely, George 
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We Have Four Outstanding 
Candidates for Vestry 

 
Ed Feddeman was born and 

raised in Lexington, Va. He was 

employed by the House of 

Representatives for 34+ years on 

the  Republican Staff and worked 

for four Congressmen (eventually 

rising to Chief of Staff for two 

Members).  He also worked for 

two House Committees: 12 years 

with Public Works and Transportation Committee, 

mostly involved with aviation-related issues; and 

12 years with Science, Space and Technology 

Committee, focusing on NASA and other space-

related issues.  From 2010 – 2012, was Chief of 

Staff of the Space Subcommittee.   

 

Ed met his wife, Gail, on Capitol Hill and they  

married in 1984. We attended Church of Our 

Saviour (Episcopal), Oatlands, and is today an 

Anglican congregation. I served many years as an 

acolyte/crucifer, and was on the vestry during the 

height of our dispute with the Episcopal Church. 

 

Ed retired from the House at the end of 2012 and 
moved to Irvington April 2013. He began attending 
St. Stephen’s (Anglican) Church shortly thereafter, 
and has remained a part of the church ever since.  
He currently serves as an Usher, Acolyte, and Lay 
Reader. 
 

Bart Morrison has been a 
member of Light of Christ 
since 2015. Bart has 
previously served on the 
Vestry and as Senior Warden 
in 2017. He and his wife, 
Leslye have three sons and 
one grandson. After careers in 

the federal government, he and Leslye formed a 
consulting practice in 2008 providing management 
advisory services to government missions around 
the world. He has completed courses from 
Reformed Theological Seminary in Washington, 
D.C. and will graduate from Liberty University’s 
Rawlins School of Divinity with the M.A. in 
Christian Apologetics in March 2021. He currently 
serves on the board of Ratio Christi, a national 
college and university ministry that equips 
university students and faculty to give historical, 

philosophical, and scientific reasons for following 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Doug Ludeman graduated 
from Va. Tech in 1975. 
Medical school and 
Residency training were at  
VCU School of Medicine 
(MCV) 1975-1984. 
 

Married to Courtney, our church treasurer, for 43 
blessed years. Four children, 13 grandchildren. 
 
Urological surgeon at Virginia Urology for 37 years. 
Actively employed. Never remembers a day that 
He didn’t know Jesus but made profession of faith 
at age 9 at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church. Life 
verse Jonah 2:9, “Salvation is of the Lord.” Joined 
LOC 2016. Serves as Usher and as member of 
Barnabas Committee supporting our missionary in 
Asia. Ordained elder in Presbyterian Church, USA. 
Taught High School and Middle School Sunday 
school for 7 years as youth committee elder. Over 
35 short term medical mission trips to Haiti and 
Dominican Republic. Former Chairman of Board 
Pregnancy Resource Center of Metro Richmond. 
Current Medical Director of East End Pregnancy 
Center in Richmond. 
  

 
Sandi Ward 
 
Employment background: 
 
 Medical Technologist Norfolk 
General Hospital/Sentara 
 
  Teacher/Professor: Norfolk 

Christian School, Old Dominion University, 
Northumberland  High School, Governor’s 
School, and Rappahannock Community 
College (still teach on-line). 

 Married to Ben Ward for 55 years, have four 
daughters, one nephew, and 20 grandchildren  

 Moved to Heathsville 1999; live in “Northumber-   
land House”, a small farm on Cod Creek. 

 Accepted Christ in 1976; became a member of 
this congregation 2004.  

 
 After many years of being a caregiver, I am open 
to where God will now lead me. I am particularly 
interested in foreign missions and Christian 
education. As a member of the vestry, I look 
forward to serving God with an ear to the 
congregation and a heart to Him. 
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An opportunity exists for you to become a prison 
pen pal through Evangel Prison Ministries. They 
have over 200 prisoners on their waiting list, 
begging for volunteers to write. If you are 
interested, contact Linda Bullock, Office Manager/
Pen Pal Facilitator, Evangel Prison Ministries, 
6900 Billtown Road, Louisville, KY 40299, tel. 502-
964-3304, ext. 1227, e-mail prison@ewpc.us.  
More info is available at 
wwwevangelprisonministries.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
Our congregation was blessed on December 13 
when the children from the school came to visit 
with us.  
 
One of the children respectfully held the American 
flag and they all said the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Then with Leslye Morrison’s help, they recited 
numerous bible verses.  “Ephesians 6:1 Children, 
obey your parents”, brought a chuckle from the 
congregation. 
 
Those in attendance at the service, either in 
person or remotely, were then treated to three 
songs sung by the children.    Overall, it was a joy  
to see and hear these very respectful children in 
our church.   If you were there, I hope that you 
also felt blessed.  (Pictures on page 6) 
 
Submitted by Melinda Floom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community and Culture 
 

 
Recently we prayed for a young man in 
South Asia who was very sick and in 
much pain. He heard about Jesus 
when a pastor was visiting the village. 
The Pastor and Christians prayed for 
him and we prayed for him too. The 

young man wanted to accept Jesus as his Lord 
and savior, but first he wanted his parents 
approval. The parents agreed if he got better, the 
young man could accept Jesus. The next day the 
young man felt much better and his parents were 
happy for him to accept Jesus.  
 
But his neighbors heard about this. The neighbors 
told the young man he would be excluded from the 
community if he accepted Jesus; therefore the 
young man did not accept Jesus. Three weeks 
later he died. 
 
In South Asian culture, relationships are so 
important. Bible stories about relationships can 
change the world as people hear and obey. We 
seek families and whole communities to have a 
relationship with Jesus: To know Jesus as Lord 
and Savior, worshipping no other gods.  
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Braxton Fulcher a Kindergarten student is our 
first student to receive a NNKCS Award Pin.  
He read 5 books.  Students can receive a pin 
for academics, Bible, citizenship, and 
knowledge of the Flag.  For going beyond the 
requirement, he or she receives a gold star in 
addition to the pin.  Students wear their ribbons 
on Friday. 

NNKCS students present a program at 
LOC on December 13, 2020 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Tellers 

Jan.    3  Betty Dillingham, Bob Norman 
Jan.  10   Betty Dillingham, Jan Beckett 
Jan.  17   Betty Dillingham 
Jan.  24   Betty Dillingham, Pam Smith 
Jan.  31   Betty Dillingham 
 

Vestry Person on Duty 

Jan.    3   George Beckett 
Jan.  10   Anna Brennan 
Jan.  17   George Beckett 
Jan.  24   Anna Brennan 
Jan.  27  George Beckett   

 

 

January Anniversaries 
 
Jan. 24  Lynn and Howard York  
Jan. 25  Phyllis and Walt TeStrake  
 
 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of 
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing 
upon these your servants as they begin another year, 

that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, 
that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Readers 
Jan.    3  Jim Conley (L)   Lyn Conley (P) 
Jan.  10  Julie Pritchard (L) Tony Blackstone (P) 
Jan.  17  Teresa Moffitt (L)  Bart Morrison (P) 
Jan.  24  Jeanne Hickey   (L) Constance McDearmon 
Jan.  31  Jim Conley (L) Lyn Conley 
 

Altar Guild 

Jan.    3   Anna Brennan 
Jan.  13   Suzy Norman 
Jan.  20   Wendy Smith 
Jan.  24   Julie Pritchard 
Jan.  27   Anna Brennan 

 

 
 

January Birthdays 
 

Jan.   4  Pauline Edmonds, Steve Proctor 
Jan.   5 Doris Myers 
Jan.   6  Caitlyn Cralle Berg, Tom Sennott 
Jan.   8  Ellie Knight 
Jan. 17  Gail Gillan, Lydia Boyd 
Jan. 18  Elaine Price, LeAnne Nguyen,  
  Teresa Moffitt 
Jan. 19 Al Myers 
Jan. 27  Charles Wrightson, William Tracey 
Jan. 29  Leslye Morrison 
 

 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we 

pray, on your servants named above, as they begin 
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and 

grace, and strengthen their  
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 
9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

The deadline for the Beacon is the 
third Sunday of  each month. 

   Suzy Norman, Editor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


