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Let your light so shine be 
fore men that they may see your 

good deeds and praise  your 
Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

       Light of Christ Anglican Church 
  THE  BEACON 

 

P.O. Box 609 • Heathsville, Virginia 22473 
9500 Northumberland Highway 

804 580-4555 • email: lightofchristva@gmail.com 

 

 

Please Join Us 

Thursday, December 24th 

at 4:00 p.m. 

To Celebrate The Birth 

Of Christ 
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 Mike’s 

Message 

“The law of the Lord is 
perfect, restoring the soul. 

The testimony of the Lord is sure making wise 
the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right 
rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the 
Lord is pure enlightening the eyes. The fear of 
the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The 
judgments of the Lord are true; they are 
righteous altogether.” Psalm 19:7-9 
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not been perfected in 
love.” 1 John 4:18 
 
Recently I’ve been thinking a lot about the level of 
fear and anxiety that seems to permeate the 
minds and hearts of many throughout our country. 
I’ve tried to understand what most people are 
anxious about or afraid of and I’ve concluded that 
they are unsettled because there seems to be a 
new normal, which is chaos. Our usual way of life 
is threatened and the leadership in our nation 
seem to have lost control for the time being. 
However, given the decline of the moral fabric of 
our nation and world, what did we expect? I 
suspect that the real fear is of the consequences 
of the decline in our godliness, which is because 
many, if not most, have ceased to fear the Lord 
God and his Holy word.  
 
We usually hear people explain the fear of the 
Lord as respect or reverence, but the Bible uses 
the word fear at least 300 times in reference to 
God, so we make a mistake when we 
underestimate it. This can be confusing when we 
read passages such as 1 John 4:18. How can we 
fear God while he casts out all fear? 
 
 In reality fearing God is to be desired because it 
saves us from the destruction of our own sinful 
nature. One of the reasons for seeking leaders 
who are God fearing is that they are more likely to 
keep their word. Romans 3:18, a chapter on the 
effects of sin, reveals the primary sin of man, 
“there is no fear of God before their eyes.”                                                                                                                                                       
So how does the fear of God, who is perfect love, 
take away fear? 
 
William D. Eisenhower puts it this way in his 

February 2013 article 'Fearing God" in Christianity 
Today: “Unfortunately, many of us presume that 
the world is the ultimate threat and that God's 
function is to offset it. How different this is from the 
biblical position that God is far scarier than the 
world …. When we assume that the world is the 
ultimate threat, we give it unwarranted power, for 
in truth, the world's threats are temporary. When 
we expect God to balance the stress of the world, 
we reduce him to the world's equal …. As I walk 
with the Lord, I discover that God poses an 
ominous threat to my ego, but not to me. He 
rescues me from my delusions, so he may reveal 
the truth that sets me free. He casts me down, only 
to lift me up again. He sits in judgment of my sin, 
but forgives me nevertheless. Fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom, but love from the Lord is 
its completion.” 
 
Jesus Christ is  the ultimate example of fear and 
perfect love working together. He warned at every 
turn to fear God, not men—and he confirmed that 
in everything about his life and death. He never 
failed to speak truth and didn't mince words about 
man’s need to repent and turn back to God. 
However, he also demonstrated love beyond 
human understanding when he lived out his words, 

"There is no greater love than to lay down one's 
life for one's friends “John 15:13.  
 
With love like that, what is left to fear but God? 
Shalom! 
 

Mike Moffitt 

 

The Food Tub and The 

Holidays 

 

Your contribution of one or more 
cans or boxes of non-perishable food for people in 
need is critical in the coming months. Your gifts are 
truly a blessing to local families who know hunger. 
 
Our food tub is in the narthex near the coatrack. 
Each week volunteers from Light of Christ take the 
donations to Gleamers & Blenders and Shiloh 
Baptist Church for distribution. Please help this 
important, local ministry share food and the hope 
that comes through Jesus Christ. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A13
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 Teresa’s Story of God’s 
Protection 

 
Well, 2020 has been quite a year...covid19, 
lockdowns. fires, floods, "murder hornets", Black 
Lives Matter and Anti-Fa rioting in the streets, 
looting and burning businesses, violence by 
groups who claim to be peaceful, "abortion of 
babies after birth(!), legalization of perversion, 
criminalization of speaking the truth (how did the 
truth become a hate crime!!??), evil growing, 
churches shrinking, and now, an election with a 
very dubious outcome that may change everything 
this nation had held dear (and so many people 
fought and died for)...it certainly seems to be time 
for the Lord to return. And things continue to get 
worse!! 
 
I was contemplating all this as I began my 
devotions this morning. It was really bothering me, 
but then I was reminded of an incident that 
happened this past January. I was at the kitchen 
sink, rinsing out a glass. I dried my hands and 
turned to go into the living room. The next 
moment, everything was dark. I realized I was 
lying down. I felt at peace, even though I didn't 
know what had happened or why my head hurt. I 
wanted to stay right there. 
 
But then I heard a voice, feminine and gentle, 
saying to me, "Sit up, now...It's important that you 
sit up." I felt my body rise to a sitting position. 
Then I opened my eyes and realized I was sitting 
on the kitchen floor...alone. I touched the aching 
spot on the back of my head and found a huge 
knot!  I saw my phone on the floor, just out of 
reach and managed to scoot far enough to grab it. 
I called Mike and he came home, picked me up off 
the floor and took me to the hospital. Normally he 
would not have been home for a couple of hours. 
The point of this story? 
 
As I thought about all the frightening things that 
have happened this year, many that will continue 
into next year,  maybe getting worse, some 
possibly changing this nation forever, God 
reminded me that He provides my protection. That 
day on the floor, I was content to lie there, 
unaware of how perilous my situation was. As it 
turned out, I wasn't just injured where the knot 
was, but my head had hit the floor with such force, 
that my brain had slammed against the front of my 
skull and caused bleeding there as well. Had I 

continued to lie there on the floor until Mike got 
home from work, the outcome could have been 
much different, much worse. As it was, I was 
required to remain at the hospital most of the next 
day for observation and tests to make sure it safe 
for me to go home. 
Even though it seemed I was home alone, God 
placed an angel right there with me to make sure I 
sat up and called for help. (Yes, I do believe with 
all my heart that it was an angel that spoke to 
me!!) God provided what I needed when I didn't 
even realize I had a need. This was a supernatural 
act of God intended to spare me brain damage 
that could have debilitated me for the rest of my 
life or could have ended it. It reminded me that He 
is always with me, He loves me and will protect me 
as the need arises...even if I don't sense the 
danger. 
 
Thank you, Lord! 
 
Teresa Moffitt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 20th, along with  Smithland Baptist 
Church, we put together 57 Samaritans Purse 
boxes, and by that Tuesday, there were 58.  

Please keep praying for these boxes and the 
children who will receive them as a token of God’s 
love for them. Thanks to all who participated in any 
way. 

Julie Pritchard 
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Senior Warden’s 
Column 

 

Your vestry met on November 15 to address 
church issues and develop plans for 2021.  The 
2021 planning is a challenging requirement for 
LOC as with all organizations worldwide.  The 
current environment is so confused and 
disorganized that almost any plan will be 
worthless with the next change issued by the 
government or medical expert.  Your vestry is 
praying for God’s guidance and direction for the 
coming year. 
 
With God’s hand on our members’ shoulders and 
His guidance, we have had a good year 
financially, and we have a solid base to start the 
upcoming year. As always, our Lord has been a 
loving God who takes care of His own; he enables 
us to provide financial support for our church 
missions and the community, thus helping others 
who are in need.  
 
One of our goals in 2021 is to increase LOC 
membership, which declined in 2020 for many 
reasons.  The Northern Neck population is 
changing rapidly as folks are flocking to depart 
Richmond, Washington, Baltimore and other cities 
for the wonder of our open country.   
 
Northumberland County has averaged over 100 
home sales per month this year.  As a result, we 
have gained the opportunity to meet and invite our 
new neighbors to worship with us. I encourage 
you to reach out to welcome your new neighbors 
to the community and invite them to a service at 
Light Of Christ.   
 
We ask God to remove the Coronavirus from our 
midst so we can restart Sunday School, week-day 
Bible studies, and hospitality events.  Please 
include this request in your daily prayers. 
 
Blessings,  
George 

 

 

 

 

Quiet Time 
 
I watch the evening news and I squirm as the 
world’s soot settles over me - 
the latest dregs of national gossip, 
the teeming national inequities, 
sin and sordidness 
paraded as human rights, 
the pollution of greed, violence and horror, 
societies’ daily sensations. 
I feel assaulted, pulled apart, and 
I long to brush off 
the pain and debris of this 
Sin-sick world that sifts down 
spoiling serenity, 
soiling peace, and joy. 
Yet 
Dare I ask You, Lord, to sweep away 
or let me shrug off 
the grief of this wounded world You bore 
on Your Back? 
YOU watched the evening news and 
went to the CROSS . 
 

Submitted by Lydia Boyd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking for an end-of-the-year tax deduction? Our 
thrift shop is a 501© (3) tax exempt corporation 
and we would more than appreciate your donation. 
 
Don’t forget, we are still needing gently worn winter 
clothing and household goods. 
 
Blessings for the New Year. 
Suzy 
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Dear LOC Members & Especially the Bell Choir: 
 
 Thank you for your prayers and kinds 
words. The food you brought was so appreciated—
not having to plan or prepare meals was a relief 
with so many things to do. Since my family 
members are diminishing, I froze some. I will get 
to enjoy these nice meals when it is just me here 
and not having to cook a meal. 
 
 My love and gratitude to the Ringers. You 
are a blessing from the Lord. Our time of sharing 
has been a great joy. 
 
With gratitude and joy in the Lord,  
   

Sandi 
 
 

LOC Ringers 
 
On December 20, the Light of 
Christ Ringers and Jessica Guy 
Haynie (flute) will provide all the 
music and accompaniment for the 
worship service.  We look forward 
to ringing during this special 
season of the church year. 
 

 
 

Can You Help Keep 
Refugees Warm? 

 

Unfortunately a warm house 
or building is NOT an option 
in my adopted home country. 
In the cold months people 
wear layers of clothes 
indoors, wrapped in blankets 
and drink hot water. Small 
electric space heaters or 
propane gas heaters can be 
used as long as people have 

money and there is not a shortage of propane.  
 
We are currently a covid hot spot with cases 
increasing, especially after the past month of multi-
day festivals. Now people, especially refugees, do 
not have enough money to use heaters.  
 
Refugees are not legally allowed to work in the 
country, so they take whatever work they can get. 
These days there is little or no work. When they 
can work, they are often cheated, not paid and 
humiliated. Most of the refugees in my 
international church were persecuted for their faith 
and had to flee their countries. Pakistan is the 
main country the refugees are from, but there are 
also refugees from Sri Lanka, Republic of Congo, 
and Myanmar/Burma. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Could you spare $10 or more to help my 
international church buy a blanket or warm clothes 
for a refugee? You can donate to Light of Christ 
and in the memo line write “Warm the hearts of 
Refugees.” 
 
Thank you, 
Your Missionary 
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              NNKCS Program at LOC 

December 13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On December 13, the students from the Northern Neck Christian School 
will present a short program of songs and Bible verses during the 
worship service.  Please join us for this special day. 
 

Matthew 9:14
   
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Tellers 

Dec.    6   Courtney Ludeman, Bob Norman 
Dec.  13   Courtney Ludeman, Jan Beckett 
Dec.  20   Courtney Ludeman 
Dec.  24   Courtney Ludeman, Pam Smith 
Dec.  27   Courtney Ludeman, Bob Norman 
 

Vestry Person on Duty 

Dec.    6   George Beckett 
Dec.  13   Anna Brennan 
Dec.  20   George Beckett 
Dec.  24   Anna Brennan 
Dec.  27  George Beckett   

 

 

December  Anniversaries 
 
Dec. 22 Herb and Pam Smith  
Dec. 28 Joan and Tony Blackstone  
  Linda and Rich Riddell  
 
 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of 
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing 
upon these your servants as they begin another year, 

that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, 
that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Readers 
Dec.  6  Julie Pritchard (L)   Bart Morrison (P) 
Dec. 13  Tony Blackstone (L) Constance McDearmon  
Dec. 20  Betty Dillingham (L)  Bart Morrison (P) 
Dec. 24  Jeanne Hickey (L) Tony Blackstone (P) 
Dec. 27  Bart Morrison (L) Constance McDearmon (P) 
 

Altar Guild 

Dec.   6   - Anna Brennan 
Dec. 13  - Julie Pritchard 
Dec. 20  - Wendy Smith 
Dec. 24  - Suzy Norman 
Dec. 27  - Suzy Norman 

 

 
 

December Birthdays 
 

Dec.   2  Bob Norman, Fred Woodard 
Dec.   5 Bonnie Odend’hal 
Dec. 10  Jim Logan 
Dec. 17 Daniel Mochamps 
Dec. 18  Carl Smith 
Dec. 26 Ernie Proctor 
Dec. 27  Jan Beckett, Hannah Hamlett 
Dec. 28  Marion Mitchell 
 
 

 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we 

pray, on your servants named above, as they begin 
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and 

grace, and strengthen their  
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 
9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

The deadline for the Beacon is the third 
Sunday of  each month. 
   Suzy Norman, Editor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Young Life & Wyld Life have been busy! We have been having Bible Study and fun hang-outs 
such as Friendsgiving and Young Life Homecoming. Young Life was so sad that our 
Northumberland students could not have a Homecoming this year so we put on our own! Our 
committee has been working on selling wreaths which will be available for pick up from Light of 
Christ. Our November Bake Sale was very successful  - we made over $700! As always, if you 
have any questions don't hesitate to reach out to Caty at (828) 610-1016 or 
ylnorthernneck@gmail.com. 

 


