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Join us for our
Thanksgiving Service
Let your light so shine be
fore men that they may see your
good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Wednesday, November 25th
at 5:00 p.m.

it. When we went back to Roanoke last time,
Teresa and I noticed that the mountain of my
childhood was gone. It had become a rock quarry
and now was a big hole in the ground. Things
change in ways we never anticipated. Even the
mountains, which appear to be so unchanging, are
over long periods of time, subject to erosion and
other effects that slowly but surely alter their
shape. It's not just the physical world around us
that changes but over time, we ourselves also
experience
physical,
mental,
moral,
and
spiritual changes.

Mike’s

Message
Numbers 23:19, “God is not man, that he should
lie, or a son of man, that he should change his
mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he
spoken, and will he not fulfill it?”
James 1:17, “Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow
due to change.”

This can be unsettling and can cause us to look for
things that seem to be more dependable and
constant. Most every time we seek permanence in
things that will inevitably change, whether it’s a
relationship, financial security, places that are
familiar, or friends that have always been there. It
is often our tendency to seek stability in things that
are created and like it or not, will change.

November is always a month where things
change. The weather is growing colder, the leaves
have fallen off most of the trees, and it gets darker
earlier. At the beginning we set our clocks back an
hour and we start thinking about the upcoming
Advent season and Christmas. Most businesses
are preparing their accounting department to wrap
up the books for the year and prepare for the new
year that’s right around the corner. This is how
things work in our country and for much of the
world, and we are all used to it and have learned
to adapt to the changes that happen like
clockwork. So, what do we do when things change
in ways we never anticipated? How do we cope
when things we thought were constant begin to
change in ways that upset the flow of our lives?
Where do we turn when we realize that we no
longer have control over our everyday lives and
the future?

To find true stability and permanence, we must
look beyond the created order to its Creator, for as
Scripture tells us, God is unchanging.
Right now, we are in a time of drastic change in
every part of our culture and for most everyone
there is a sense that things aren’t changing for the
better. The Bible is very clear about what the
family unit, created by God, would to look like- Dad
(male), Mother (female), and children either male
or female determined by their gender at birth, and
the unborn baby in the safest place possible, the
mother’s womb. All of that is being challenged by
many as archaic and unenlightened and a new
way of thinking is demanded. Self is the
predominate focus and God’s job (if he exists at
all) is to give us what we want. Many are
demanding the right to be whatever gender they
want to be, and society is supposed to join in
celebrating this freedom. As of today, there are
supposedly over 100 gender classifications, and
this is seen as enlightened. Abortion on demand,
even up to and after birth, is seen as a woman’s
reproductive right and is also celebrated as
enlightened and approved by God. Clearly all
these things are certainly approved of by Satan the
god of this world, but not by the God of scripture.

From my childhood I have heard the saying, “The
only thing constant is change.” This saying is
attributed to the Greek philosopher Heraclitus,
who lived between 535 BC- 475 BC in the ancient
city of Ephesus, today Izmir, Turkey. He was
considered one of the most significant Western
thinkers to have lived before Socrates, Plato, and
Aristotle. In making such a statement, Heraclitus
captured what many others have also recognized,
namely, that there is precious little that is stable in
the world around us. When I was growing up
Prudential Insurance called themselves “The
Rock” and they ran commercials on TV. Their logo
was of the rock of Gibraltar, but I thought it was a
mountain outside of Roanoke that looked just like

Continued next page
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Remember God’s response to the arrogance of
human kings in Psalm 2: 1-6, “Why do the nations
rage and the peoples plot in vain?

Mike’s Message continued from page 2

2 Corinthians 4:4, “In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
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The kings of the earth set themselves, and the
rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and
against his Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their
bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”
4
He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord
holds them in derision. 5 Then he will speak to
them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury,
saying, 6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion,
my holy hill.”

The vast majority of our citizens used to be proud
to be an American and felt the country’s best
interest was worth living and dying for. The
organized church was the solid foundation that
families depended on, and the Bible, as God’s
word, was considered the truth, or at least a good
example of how things in life should be.
Everywhere we turn - TV, movies, liberal news
channels, print media, and liberal organizations
are all demanding change to a new more
enlightened way of thinking. Many within mainline
denominations have decided that God isn’t
relevant anymore and hasn’t kept up with the new
and enlightened way of seeing things. Of course,
what I am describing is the chaos that ensues
when men and women seek to remove God from
every area of their lives. In all the demands for
change and the total removal of the Christian
message from our culture there is one truth that
they can’t ever remove and overcome: God
doesn’t change and all that he has promised and
foretold within his Holy Word will come to pass.

PRAISE YOU KING JESUS!!!

Don’t forget! We will be meeting on Saturday,
November 7th in the parish hall to put together
our Samaritan's Purse boxes. Smithland Baptist
Church will be meeting with us.
We will display the boxes here on November 7th
and then Smithland will have them November
14th. They will take them to New Friendship
Baptist Church to start them on their way to the
children.

Isaiah 46:8-10, “Remember this and stand firm,
recall it to mind, you transgressors, remember the
former things of old; for I am God, and there is no
other; I am God, and there is none like me,
declaring
the
end
from
the
beginning
and from ancient times things not yet done,
saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will
accomplish all my purpose,…”

Before November 7, please bring anything you
have to put into the boxes. Let’s make this a very
Merry Christmas for the Samaritan’s Purse
children.
Blessings and thank you,
Julie Pritchard

I find so much comfort in this truth. There are so
many who are going to any extreme to bring down
our nation and to remove the law of God as our
rule and authority. We have become a nation
divided into two entirely different worldviews of
which only one points to righteousness and to the
recognition of our Creator God revealed in the
Bible. I will stand for that and no other. No matter
who is elected to the office as President of the
United States, Jesus Christ is Lord and King over
all of creation.
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Senior Warden’s
Column

Could You Be A Ringer?
The Light of Christ Ringers are
beginning their 4th joyful year of
ringing beautiful handbells.
The
problem is, we have more bells than
hands to play them. This is an
opportunity for men or women to be
a part of a music program where the only
requirement is the ability to count to 4 and know
your right hand from your left hand. We practice
right after church, come and join us and try it out.
Send me a text or call Leslye at 703-725-2997.

Your Vestry met on Sunday, October 18,
following our regular service to discuss
the business issues of our church. Sunday’s service
had 51 in-person attendees and 11 families
participating via the Internet, with many expressing
their appreciation for Mike’s sermon and the bell
choir’s performance. The slow but steady increase
in member participation is encouraging and provides
evidence that we are moving in the right direction.
With a recent change in the Commonwealth of
Virginia’s COVID rules concerning group events, the
vestry discussed if and how we should modify our
meeting policy and decided to re-open the “coffee
hour” on a limited basis. We will serve bottled water
only to start. This will give us an opportunity to “test”
how we can best have a safe but enjoyable social
time. Masks will be required when social distancing
is not possible or if anyone in a group is
uncomfortable with unmasking. The vestry wants us
all to be considerate of the personal safety rules of
our fellow church attendees. We will re-evaluate our
safety rules frequently.

Leslye Morrison

For the time being, we will continue to share the
Eucharist using the individual servings as we do
now. We understand that some of our members
desire to return to communion at the altar, but we
want to be on the safe side as we move forward in
this environment of the unknown.
Mike discussed his desire for the LOC Family to
reach out to our Northern Neck community and dear
friends who are requesting more church-related
activities. The strong participation in the “Behold
Your God” program has supported Mike’s view that
people are looking for safe activities. Thus we will be
offering a number of seminars and video
conferences over the next few months. We request
your support and suggest that you recommend
these programs to your friends and neighbors.

Update on the Thrift Shop
Last month I reported that our thrift shop needs a
new roof which would cost around $10,000. Well,
that’s not necessarily so. After the roofer took off
the old roof he found most of the rafters were
rotten and all the nails have to be replaced.
Needless to say, this is going to cost more in
time and materials that we originally thought—a
lot more! I don’t have a final figure yet, but
whatever it is, it is way above our budget. Any
help from the congregation would be greatly
appreciated. Our thrift shop is the sole source of
revenue for the Women’s ministries.

We will have vestry openings for two new members
starting in January 2021. If you have an interest in
joining the vestry, please connect Mike or me. We
would be delighted to talk with you.
Your contributions to the building fund are so
appreciated. The mortgage is now just over
$51,000. With your continued support, we will soon
have a “Burn the Mortgage” ceremony.

Suzy Norman

Blessings,
George
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It gives me great pleasure to
write to you about a new
publication written by Gail Gillan,
a former member of Light of
Christ. For those of you who
remember Gail Gillan, you will be
pleased to learn that Gail has
written her life’s journey in a
small book entitled, LOVE, Brings
Out The Good In Us. As you
many of you know, Gail moved to
The Villages in Florida a few
years ago and since then, she
has devoted herself to attending
writing classes to prepare herself for telling her
story of faith.

Confessions from Your Missionary
God Has A Plan—God Is In Control
“Rest in Him and His Word, you will find peace
that passes all comprehension.”
The Bible and these words are my anchors
during these stormy, turbulent days. I had a plan.
I thought I had some control of when I was
coming, going, where and what I would do. I
thought I was flexible to be able to change as
needed. But, like the rest of you, my world was
turned upside down. As I returned to the US, I
experienced reverse culture shock as a feeling
of a continuous earthquake. For this I am
grateful.

On the back cover of the publication, there is a
paragraph about the book which says: “Read Gail
Gillan’s person testimony of a life lived in the arms
of Jesus. It is a life of many miracles, which she
has come to thankfully appreciate and expect from
her loving God. Her autobiological reflections
provide a model of Christian thinking, feeling and
appreciation that will inspire readers of all ages.”

In my area of south Asia, we have frequent
earthquakes. I am familiar with that fear of
should I run outside?, where is my “go bag” with
things to survive? Who will die? If it was not for
the morning and evening bells chanting and
incense from my neighbors in south Asia, I might
not have been as fervent in worship to Jesus
Christ and the Father through the Holy Spirit. For
this I am grateful.

Betty Dillingham also wrote an excellent review on
the back cover as follows: “Gail is a plain-spoken
and kind person, who is not afraid to put her heart
and soul into anything she wants to accomplish.
Case in point is when her husband passed away,
she was left bereaved for quite some time. Then
she pulled herself up by the bootstraps and realized
that the church needed a program for singles. Next
thing we knew, there was a well-run and satisfying
program filling a real need. With the Lord’s help,
Gail turned her loss into everyone’s benefit.”

So now when there are no visible idols, images
of false gods, temples, or bells as in south Asia,
what drives me to the one true and only God?
For me it is not the news, though that drives me
to repentance and peace knowing “God is in
control.” One thing that drives me to the Father
is this very earthquake-like sensation. I seek to
remember I am not in control. My control is just
an illusion, a false god. Yes, I do have the choice
to eat ”the apple,” to be disobedient to God, and
to suffer the consequences. So for me, reading
Bible stories and asking, how is this story
teaching me to be obedient to God in a very
practical way this week? Also drives me to the
Father. For this I am grateful.

Gail says that the book was God’s dream planted in
her heart by Him. She has always been a private
person, but her loss of several years to write it and
the loss of intimate details of her life laid bare have
been God’s handiwork in nudging her further in her
commitment to Him. She prays that God’s plan for
this book is for the world to read it so He can bless
countless readers, heal them and inspire them to
go forward in faith into a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ.

In my “physical go bag” I have water, money,
identification, medicine, food, and other things,
but what should I put in my “spiritual go bag?”
Gratitude is one thing. What is in your spiritual
go bag? What do you need to survive and thrive
during stormy, turbulent times?

Gail’s book may be purchased on Amazon.com,
and I read it for the first time in one bedtime
reading. I could not put it down, and I have read it
a couple more times since. You will not find a lot of
scripture quotes, but you will see that God’s very
Word is embedded in her soul.

Donna Soule

Your missionary
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Northern Neck Christian School
Funding Support

CURRENT NEEDS
We currently pick up 9 students every morning and deliver them to school by 8:20. The cost is
$600 per month for a driver, gas and van maintenance.
FUTURE NEEDS
1. We are at capacity at Zion Church, we will need to meet in another building next year. To
accomplish this goal, we need 10-20 acres of land, and will need to build a building.
2. Approximate cost for land, the fully finished metal building and furniture is $275,000.
3. $35,000 has already been donated to accomplish this goal.
4. Those with a 401K can transfer funds to a 501 C (3) without paying tax and the charity
receives the full amount.
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Lesson Readers

Tellers

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

1
8
15
22
29

Tony Blackstone (L) Julie Pritchard (P)
Constance McDearmon (L) Betty Dillingham (P)
Jeanne Hickey (L) Bart Morrison (P)
Tony Blackstone (L) Jeanne Hickey
Bart Morrison (L) Constance McDearmon

Altar Guild
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

4
11
18
22
25
29

1
8
15
22
29

Betty Dillingham, Bob Norman
Betty Dillingham, Jan Beckett
Betty Dillingham
Betty Dillingham, Pam Smith
Betty Dillingham

Vestry Person on Duty

Anna Brennan
Julie Pritchard
Wendy Smith
Anna Brennan
Anna Brennan - set up
Suzy Norman

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

November Birthdays

4
11
18
22
25
29

Anna Brennan
George Beckett
Anna Brennan
George Beckett
Anna Brennan - Thanksgiving
George Beckett

November Anniversaries

Nov. 1 - Linda Krisman (Thrift Shop Mgr.)
Nov. 2 - Herb Smith
Nov. 4 - Heather Cerar, Linda Hornby,
Marley Kimmitt
Nov. 9 - Tom Kimmitt
Nov. 18 - Julie Pritchard
Nov. 20 - Jennifer Radcliffe
Nov. 25 - Bill Bloom
Nov. 26 - Sharon Baldacci

Nov. 24 - Judy & Stan Rasberry
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity
between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing
upon these your servants as they begin another year,
that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness,
that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we
pray, on your servants named above, as they begin
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and
grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Beacon
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH
P.O. BOX 609
9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY
HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473

The deadline for the Beacon is the third
Sunday of each month.
Suzy Norman, Editor

Hello all, Caty here! If you didn't know - I am the new Young Life Staff Associate for the Northern Neck. I
have been here since September 15th and have really spent the past month and a half getting to know the
area, the community, and the people here! But enough about me- now to Young Life and Wyld Life. This
year we are not only focusing on Wyld Life at Northumberland Middle School, but also Young Life at
Northumberland High School. In the world of Wyld Life we have had a brunch, a campaigners, and a
movie night and in the world of Young Life we have been consistently having campaigners (Bible study),
along with a movie night and coming up, a pumpkin Olympics! It has been such a fun month getting to
spend time with kids and truly get to know them and their stories. In campaigners we have started to cast
the vision of chasing after Jesus and we are excited to see where that vision takes our middle school and
high school friends. If you have any questions or just want to introduce yourself to me, feel free to reach
out by text, phone call, or email!
ylnorthernneck@gmail.com
(828) 610-1016
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