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Let your light so shine be
fore men that they may see your
good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Mike’s
Message
“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to an
all-knowing God.” (Corrie ten Boom)
Jeremiah 17:5-7, “Thus says the Lord: “Cursed is
the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh
his strength, and whose heart turns away from the
Lord. “For he will be like a bush in the desert and
will not see when prosperity comes, But will live in
stony wastes in the wilderness, a land of salt
without inhabitant “Blessed is the man who trusts
in the Lord and whose trust is the Lord.”
I recently saw an AT&T commercial where a young
man is preparing to parachute out of an airplane with
an apparent instructor. The young man is obviously
terrified, and the instructor assures him that the first
time is always the scariest. The young man looks back
at the instructor and asks, “Is the second time easier?”
to which the instructor replied, “I don’t know, I’ll let you
know.”
As I write this article, literally the world is being held
hostage by an unseen virus, called Covid-19. This is
causing a great deal of concern because of the
physical, emotional, and economic uncertainty that is
sure to continue for some time. Even those who are
experts in the field of epidemiology can’t agree on how
to contain the virus, or how long this will last. The one
truism seems to be that we will not be the same world
as we were before this pandemic. For those who have
put their faith and trust in their financial portfolio’s,
things are looking bleak. For those who have trusted in
their own strength and vitality, things are looking scary.
People who have been very healthy and vibrant are
now being careful to stay away from everyone else in
self-quarantine. Economies are tittering on the brink of
collapse and governments are considering restarting the business life to prevent a depression
or severe recession, even though it may cause
the virus to continue longer. The debt loads of
major financial empires around the world seem
impossible to sustain. I know, by this time your likely
thinking of not reading any more of the dark picture
that I’ve painted.
Well, the good news is to be found in Jeremiah 17:5-7
where the prophet points out the only two
possibilities that are available. People and nations
can continue to put their trust in mankind and his
wisdom, or they can turn to the Lord God of
creation in faith and repentance, trusting in his
mercy and grace. As time moves forward the
first option seems foolish,
2

considering that our faith in mankind is what got us in
this condition in the first place. When men turn away
from God’s word concerning how it is that we should
live and go in the opposite direction, then they receive
the opposite of what they really need. Many would likely
assume that we’ve gone so far away from God’s
standard that we’re just going to have to pay the price
of our wickedness and foolishness. Frankly, that may
be what God intends for us as a nation and the nations
of the world. However, throughout the word of God
there are many examples of people turning away from
God and coming under his righteous judgment,
(Nineveh comes to mind in the Book of Jonah) but
repenting and crying out for mercy and God relented.
Israel experienced God sending them into exile
because they turned away from Him and worshipped
other gods who were no god’s but idols. When they
repented and turned back to God, he relented and
restored them to relationship with Him.
Paul speaks of God’s character in Ephesians 2:4-5,
“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great
love with which he loved us, even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ, by grace you have been saved…”

1 Corinthians 13 is called by some the way of love. The
chapter speaks to us of what in looks like when God’s
love prevails in our lives. It changes who we are and
our reason for living is that God may be glorified in us.
At the end in verse 13 it says, “So now faith, hope
and love abide, these three, but the greatest of
these is love.” The point I’m making is that if we by
faith as individuals, churches, governments, nations
would turn back to God in repentance, then his love
could be poured out for healing and restoration. That’s
the hope that God’s word gives us. C.S. Lewis wrote:
“Hope is one of the Theological virtues. This means
that a continual looking forward to the eternal world is
not (as some modern people think) a form of escapism
or wishful thinking, but one of the things a Christian is
meant to do. It does not mean that we are to leave the
present world as it is. If you read history you will find
that the Christians who did most for the present world
were just those who thought most of the next.”
The only hope that we have is to turn back to faith in
God and it’s always been God’s people who were
tasked with that message and a lifestyle lived in pursuit
of that. This is the time for us to shine as the Light of
Christ. Shalom!

The Good News Club

Senior Warden’s Column

Seven Churches in Northumberland are supporting
Good News Clubs that are being taught at
Northumberland Elementary School (NES) after school
on Wednesdays. Good News Club (GNC) is a ministry
of Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) where trained
teachers meet with children for ten weeks in the fall and
spring each year.

Your vestry met in a Zoom meeting
last week, and minutes have been
distributed to the congregation by
email. We had a discussion
concerning our opportunity to
participate in the Small Business Administration 7
Loan/Grant program. We qualified for a loan that
covers our payroll expenses for two months if we
need the funding. The vestry authorized Courtney
to work with our bank to submit the application.
The loan was approved and the funds are
available should we need the money to pay our
rector and staff. Thus far, your contributions have
been sufficient to meet payroll and other monthly
expenses. Thank you for your kind and loving
generosity.

The purpose of Good News Club is to evangelize boys
and girls with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and
establish (disciple) them in the Word of God and in a
local church for Christian living. We provide a simple
message of salvation that children understand and can
retain.

Each week a teacher presents an exciting Bible lesson,
including an invitation to accept Christ, using colorful
materials from CEF. We have several counselors
available after the invitation to lead the children to
Christ, if they are ready. This action-packed time also
includes songs, Scripture memory verse, a mission
story and review games focused on the lesson’s theme.

We discussed how all members can work to
strengthen our church during these difficult times.
The first part of 2020 are times none of us have
experienced before. We have always had
Sundays to worship together and then spend time
talking with our friends and fellow Anglicans. Not
now, not in person, but we can continue to stay in
touch using the various communication means we
have all used. I encourage everyone to reach
each other often -- to visit, encourage, assist and
express our brotherly love for each other. Soon
we will be back in church and passing the peace.

We are beginning our eighth year and have witnessed
to hundreds of children that turned their lives around.
It is so rewarding to see lives changed. Children who
already have a firm faith are challenged to live solid
Christian lives.

The churches involved in supporting GNC through
prayer, financial support and volunteers include Light of
Christ Anglican Church, Fairfields United Methodist
Church, Zion Church of Lottsburg, Wicomico United
Methodist, and Fairport Baptist Church.
Honorable mention goes to New Hope Baptist Church
in Lottsburg that is providing substantial funding and a
volunteer that is a treasure for the CEF Peninsula
Chapter, which includes counties from Surry to
Westmoreland. Afton UMC is also providing financial
support. Fairfields UMC is also providing CEF
Peninsula committee membership and CEF of Va.
Board membership.

If you need help, talk to Mike or a vestry member.
We are here for you and your family.
Blessings,
George

There are six teachers who have remained strong
volunteers with the GNC at NES since inception seven
years ago: Renee Johnson (Zion Church at Lottsburg);
Constance McDearmon and Melinda Floom (Light of
Christ Anglican Church); Jean Bennet (Wicomico
United Methodist Church); and Kevin and Judy Mooers
(Fairfields United Methodist Church).

Editors Note: On the back page of this Beacon is
“In The Lord’s Service.” It is there in the hopes
that sometime in the month of May we will be able
to resume services together in our church. Won’t
that be nice?

Bless
God,
America!

If you are interested in volunteering to bring the
message of Jesus to the Northern Neck children or in
providing financial support, please talk with Anna
Brennan, Melinda Floom or Constance McDearmon.
As always, prayer is much needed!
Melinda Floom
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Reflections from our congregation during
this time of “social distancing”
From Susan Moore - We have been doing Morning Prayer and daily devotions from The Book of Celtic Daily
Prayer (Northumbria Community) for the most part, but when our schedules differ too much, I have been
using a daily devotional we found online: <http://dailyprayer.us/daily_devotion.php?day=3876> . This has
been a Lent to beat all Lents. We have missed four Grands' birthdays, one daughter's birthday (more coming
up), Ed's youngest brother's funeral, and a heart attack scare for his next youngest brother. My Coronavirus
Coping Strategy has been to bake... specifically, varieties of soda bread and scones. I made an exception today by baking maple-pecan cookies. We brought a loaf of soda bread to Barbara and Dick Seed, the week before their accident. Dick asked if it needed to be refrigerated, and I answered that it never stays around long
enough to find out. We have also been taking in huge chunks of God's unfolding miracle of Spring by taking
hikes and picnicking in the National Monuments, State Parks and Nature Preserves. It's hard not to be in a
"Praiseful" posture. And in my spare time, I'm sewing masks for two daughters who are nurses and their respective departments. Plenty of time and opportunity for reflection.
We are "going" to Chicago in a little while for the Easter Vigil, Church of the Resurrection, Anglican <https://
www.churchrez.org/holy-week-#livestream> . They had a moving Good Friday service yesterday evening.
I miss all of you and look forward to being with you in the Word. Stay well, stay strong. Here's a lovely audio
gift from Keith and Kristyn Getty titled "Gethsemane," live from last evening. <https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2Xw2vSZb6dE> .
Phyllis TeStrake - It’s hard to know where to begin with my Lenten journey, since it basically began with our
trip to Florida on Christmas Day and spending one night in Ft. Myers, only to repack the car the day after we
arrived to come home again. Needless to say, my question to God was, “Why.” Since then, there have been
many “Why’s” and many answers through my readings. Our normal meditation time is around 5:30 to 6:00
a.m. with readings from Scripture recommended by “The Upper Room” and “Our Daily Bread,” along with
prayer time. We have added the powerful prayer Jeanne Hickey gave us for this virus spreading throughout
the world and the Lenten Devotional Marie mentioned, “From Suffering to Salvation” with inspiration from
Henri Nouwen. With the changes taking place in my life, all of these caused much reflection, and has answered almost all of my questions. God has spoken to me and has brought me closer to Him by speaking
through these meditations. There is a Peace that can’t be explained, except to say I feel His Presence more
each day and am trying to obey what He is telling me to do. I’m thankful for this lockdown so I could hear
God’s voice.
Joy Gwaltney - Remembering Holy Week is recalling wonderful music. Leslye and Mike turned me loose to
add music and lyrics to the sermons for Holy Week, something new for our weekly website sermon postings.
I had absolutely no idea how much work Leslye puts into preparing the songs/lyrics slides for each Sunday's
worship service. Now I understand. I'm certain that Leslye loves music intensely because it shows in the inspiration we are given in worship. My turn to prepare "slides" for these special sermons was a wonderful
time alone with the headset and the computer. It expanded the experience of Easter and poured the Holy
Spirit into my heart.
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Reflections continued

Constance McDearmon - Most days I enjoy sleeping until 7:30 AM, when my cat begins calling for her breakfast. I
have two cats, a feral outside cat we call Mama and Tiger, the inside one who jumps on the bed and sounds revelry
each day. Both love me being home with meals on time and all the extra attention. After they are taken care of I
enjoy a wonderful prayer and quiet time with God. This year I reflected on the Trinity seminary readings, which I
found especially good. These and other meditations like The One Year Experiencing God’s Presence devotional by
Chris Tiegreen usually led me into my prayer Bible, the New Living Translation by Guideposts. Everything I read
seemed to give me comfort and peace. Another book Power Prayers by Donna K Maltese was amazing and
expressed so beautifully what I wanted to tell God, but couldn’t seem to find the words on my own. It also led me
to pray my own words through the day as I go about the ordinary tasks. Throughout all this time I have found a
special calm. During our Wednesday intercessory prayer time at the church, now on ZOOM, we have prayed for
REVIVAL, and a turning away from all the evil that has taken hold of most things around us. I feel God is using all
this to draw people to Him, to show them the things they have focused on have no value, and that as they repent
and become obedient, they will have an understanding of the true gift of salvation and grace and that there is
everlasting life.
Dear Lord, I truly pray all that is happening will do this and will give your people the true PEACE they need, and
Lord, I can wait as long as it takes.
Anna Brennan - It is amazing how a little thing like reaching out to neighbors can bring so much joy. When Pastor
Mike mentioned at our Zoom Prayer meeting that our church had palms and he would leave them by the front door
of the church if we wanted them. I picked up palms for Lois Robertson, Constance, and myself. Then the Lord
nudged me to get palms for my neighbors too. Of course, Lois and Constance were thankful for the palms, but the
reaction from my neighbors was priceless. I saw my next door neighbor and told him I had palms for him. He smiled
and replied that his wife would be so happy because she wanted same, but didn't know where to get them. Another
couple was touched that I would bring palms to them for Palm Sunday. Another couple posted a picture of the
palms on her FB page. All these blessings because God nudged me to reach out. And it gets better. I asked Pastor
Mike if I could offer communion kits to my neighbors. He said I could if they were willing to join us on Zoom. One
couple was so thankful to have Easter communion, and have been part of our Zoom service for the last two
Sundays. God has used social distancing to bring us together. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Evy Tomlin - For Lent, I gave myself the task of listening through the Bible. While many times I have not fully
listened, fallen asleep listening, or listened while doing other things, it has been an eating of the Word. A constant
reminder of who I am and who He is. I have been reading, Season of Mercy, Lent and Easter with Catherine
Doherty. It is small readings from her talks in community. Today, I starting listening to the daily music, verse and
reflection in the app, "Pray as you go". Monday's reflection was on John 12:2-6 where Mary pours the expensive
perfume on our Lord's feet and wiped his feet with her hair, while our Lord was at a Lazarus's house for dinner in
our Lord's honor. The smell of the wonderful perfume filled the house. Martha was serving. The treasure, thief and
betrayer, Judas said something like why was this expensive perfume not sold and the money given to the poor. He
wanted the money for himself. Today my first reaction was Judas and Martha were right. We should be serving.
People are starving around the world. The poor seem even poorer these days. Aren't we called to help the poor,
orphans and widows? Aren't we called to serve? Yes, But today, today I am called to rest, reflect, listen and spend
time at my Lord's feet, giving my most expensive perfume, letting it fill the house and world with the fragrance of
the Lord. What are you called to do today? I also listen to several church services online. One I like and have
suggested to friends who are not going to any church is https://mcleanbible.org/. I(McLean, Va.) I like the preaching
and the live services 9, 11, 1 or 5 pm. They have great video and technical skills.
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Reflections continued

Teresa Moffitt - I have found this to be a great opportunity for prayer and meditating on God's word. I can spend
devotional time not feeling rushed to get done because of chores that are waiting. The heart issues have improved
a lot and I attribute that to lessened stress. Meeting on Zoom with the intercessor group on Wednesday and the
prayer group on Friday evening has been a real comfort.
Marie Carstensen - These weeks have given more time to deeply explore the Word of God without interruption for
the most part. Believe it or not, it has been most rewarding. I have been doing a Lenten devotional titled From
Suffering to Salvation, inspiration from Henri J.M. Nouwen. I also have been reading some studies of Max Lucado,
one of my favorites...have also started to read through the Gospels....also some reading from Table talk on the
Trinity....can’t say I really understand it all...a little too far above me. I’m sure God will let me recall some of it when
needed. All in all, I can hardly believe that I have enjoyed all this quiet time of reflection and growing stronger in
the Lord, our Redeemer....miss all very much.
Donna Soule - I decided to follow the Trinity School for Ministry 2020 Lenten Devotional, reading several Psalms
each day along with an OT lesson, the Gospel, Proverbs and various readings from Paul's letters. As a result, I have
spent a great deal of time in the scripture, having read through Genesis and Exodus, and then some of Leviticus
which I had never read much of before this. It was quite enlightening, I must say. I discovered in reading through
Psalms that so many of them came back to mind, having memorized them in my youth, and it was a great comfort
to me. Of course, reading through Genesis and Exodus gave such an overview of God's devotion to His ever
wandering people who strayed from His ways like lost sheep until He called them back to Himself. Just like we err
and stray from God's will, the Israelites did as well, but we are so much more blessed because Jesus continually
calls us back to Himself. Thanks be to God for the Greatest Gift we have been given in our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, our Kinsman-Redeemer.

May Birthdays
May
May
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May
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8
10
14
16
18
21
23
26
31

May Anniversaries

Trevor Elmore
Margaret Radcliffe, Charlie Nguyen,
Bill Andrulot
Kim Nguyen
Harrison Williams, Bill Andrulot
Joan Blackstone
Sandra Ward
Rich Riddell
Tashia Elmore
Ed Feddeman
Betty Dillingham, Joyce Olverson
Denise McCarthy

May
May
May
May
May

9
12
23
26
28

Pat and Bob Dalzell
Gail and Ed Feddeman
Saunee and Wayne Hamlett
Mike and Teresa Moffitt
Barbara and Bill Ressler

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity
between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing upon
these your servants [as they begin another year], that
they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness,
that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we
pray, on your servants named above, as they begin
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and
grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Here is a Dr. Seuss Style Poem
From Some Friends

“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,
It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.”
Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before.
“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store.

Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began
Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.
People were sick, hospitals full,
Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.

Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.”
And what happened then?
Well....the story’s not done.
What will YOU do?

As winter gave way to the promise of spring,
The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.
People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.
They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and
cleaned.

Will you share with that one
Or two or more people needing hope in this night?
Will you share the source of your life in this fight?
The churches are empty - but so is the tomb,
And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.
So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,
As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.

April approached and churches were closed.
“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed.
“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out.
No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.”

May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people.
May the world see the church is not a building or steeple.
May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection,
May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.
May 2020 be known as the year of survival,
But not only that - Let it start a revival.
[author currently unidentified]

Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.
The world was focused on masks and on tests.
“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed.
“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.”
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went.
The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.
The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.
The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.

That's a wonderful reminder in a time of such doubt,
that our hope is not based on our money or clout,
instead we depend on our God with such power,
who raised up his Son in man's neediest hour.

“Pooh, pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling.
“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming.
“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do!
Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,
And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo.
“That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.”
So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.

The grave could not hold him, neither death nor
decay,
could thwart the Almighty's plan for that day,
Jesus, God's Son took our sins as his own,
His blood was sufficient for our sins to atone.

And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.
It started down low, then it started to rise.
But the sound wasn’t depressed.
Why, this sound was triumphant!
It couldn’t be so!
But it grew with abundance!

The hope that he brought to His image that day,
is able to make peace when we follow his way,
Although all this happened so very long ago,
The power of God is still able to grow.
When each one bow's down to the now risen King,
new life and new joy and salvation will bring,
eternal life that begins on that day,
and will forever and ever be a reason to say:

The world stared around, popping its eyes.
Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small,
Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!

Alleluia, Lord Jesus for coming to be,
our Lord and our Savior so one day we'll see
your Heavenly kingdom and your kind loving face
that will make all things right, all things fall into place.

It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine
Stood puzzling and puzzling. “Just how can it be?”

Author- Mike Moffitt
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Thank you for your continued
support of Northumberland Wyldlife
and Young Life! As partners in
ministry, we have all faced the unique
challenge the COVID-19 pandemic
has given us. But we are confident that
God is working to make us more
creative in how we share the love of
Christ.
With the help of technology, we have
found ways to engage with students. In
March, we did a Bible study through
the YouVersion Bible app called “Just
Jesus: 5 Stories to Know Him Better.”
When asked what was one thing our
students learned that they wanted to remember, one student replied, “I’ll always remember that God loves
me, understands me, and will never give up on me!” We made a contactless delivery of goodie bags that
included crafts and encouraging notes from leaders. We have also been having virtual clubs and other
virtual hang outs via Zoom.
During this time, we ask that you join us in praying. First, while
we have been creative in our efforts to reach students, please
pray that we can find new and fun ways to keep them involved.
Second, our camp trip to North Bay is still to be determined at
the moment, so please pray for our organization leaders as
they make wise and informed decisions for all camps this
summer. Lastly, please pray for our fundraising efforts,
especially our virtual banquet. While our world is on pause at
the moment, we are needing to secure funding for the next
fiscal year.
We are unable to host our annual spring banquet this year,
which we depend on to raise the majority of our operating
costs. Instead, we have decided to host a Virtual Banquet this
Tuesday, April 28th at 6:30pm on Zoom! We are excited for a
unique way to share our mission and impact and hope that you
will join us as we celebrate another year of sharing the Gospel
with the teens in our community! Instructions on how to view
our Banquet will be sent out in an email once you register at
the link provided (northernneck.younglife.org/events) We would
love your help in sharing this with others who would be excited
about our outreach work to middle and high school students. Please give Laura Raciborski (540-333-4593)
a call if you need any assistance with the technological aspect or have any questions. We hope to “see”
you there!
Laura Raciborski
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Suzy Norman, Editor

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Acolytes
May 3 Marie Carstensen
May 10 Ed Feddeman
May 17 Anna Brennan
May 24 David Gwaltney
May 31 Constance McDearmon
Lesson Readers
May 3 Charlaine Andrulot (L) Ed Feddeman (P)
May 10 Jim Conley (L) Lyn Conley (P)
May 17 Julie Pritchard (L) Bill Tracey (P)
May 24 Betty Dillingham (L) Ernie Proctor (P)
May 31 Jeanne Hickey (L) Bart Morrison (P)
Eucharist Ministers
May 3 Lucy Logan, Tony Blackstone
May 10 Bart Morrison, Constance McDearmon
May 17 Suzy Norman, Tom Zamaria
May 24 Bart Morrison, Lucy Logan
May 31 Frank McCarthy, Priscilla Williams
Ushers
May 3 Tom & Alison Kimmitt
May 10 Howard York, Jim Logan
May 17 Doug Ludeman,
May 24 Bill and Charlaine Andrulot
May 31 Chris Cralle, George Beckett
Altar Guild
May 3 Marie Carstensen, Suzy Norman
May 10 Donna Soule, Wendy Smith
May 17 Julie Pritchard, Barbara Seed
May 24 Anna Brennan, Bonnie Odend’hal

Altar Rail Ministers
May 3 George Beckett, Agnes Burke
May 10 Teresa Moffitt, Steve Proctor
May 24 Ernie Proctor, Marion Mitchell
May 31 Walt & Phyllis TeStrake
Greeters
May 3 Lynne York
May 10 Marie Carstensen
May 17 Bonnie Odend’Hal
May 24 Julie Pritchard
May 31 Phyllis TeStrake
Tellers
May 3 Betty Dillingham, Bob Norman
May 10 Betty Dillingham, Jan Beckett
May 17 Betty Dillingham, Bill Andrulot
May 24 Betty Dillingham, Pam Smith
May 31 Betty Dillingham, Priscilla Williams
Vestry Person on Duty
May 5 George Beckett
May 10 Alison Kimmitt
May 17 Dave Peresluha
May 24 Randy Smith
May 31 Anna Brennan
Nursery
May 3 Dana Reese, Julie Pritchard
May 10 Dana Reese, Susan Moore
May 17 Dana Reese, Joyce Olverson
May 24 Dana Reese, ?
May 31 Dana Reese, ?
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