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Our theme is

Living Ordinary Lives
for God’s Glory!
“And whatever you do, whether in
work or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.”
Colossians 3:17
Join us for a wonderful day to come together as women in Christ
for fellowship and growth, as we consider
how God uses each of us according to His purposes,
no matter where we are, or what we do.

Let your light so shine before men
that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven.

If you have any questions, please call Donna Soule at 301-6505732
or email her at cswsoule@gmail.com

building up of the kingdom of God. It isn’t something to be taken lightly, but should be entered into
because the person feels the Lord leading them
there. It isn’t just for their benefit, but for the benefit
of the local body of Christ. In the same way, leaving
a body that you have joined in covenant should also
not be taken lightly. Like a marriage, you enter into
the covenant promising to love and cherish those in
that body and live in humility and service to that
body. When tensions or disagreements come, then
you have pledged to work them out in a godly fashion. It’s really all about how we love the Lord completely and our neighbor as ourselves. Often, that
requires that we consider the needs of our neighbor
as more important than ourselves.

Mike’s Message
Ephesians 4:1-5; 25-27 - I therefore, a
prisoner for the Lord, urge you to
walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love,
3
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as
you were called to the one hope that belongs to your
call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all
and in all…. 25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his
neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be
angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on
your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.

Right now, we are a church in transition. Many of
those that we loved and served with for years are no
longer with us and some others are making plans to
move away to be closer to family or to enter a retirement community. By God’s grace others are coming
to join with us to build the Christian community in
the Northern Neck. I Praise God for each of them.
Most don’t have an Anglican background and are
having to get used to a different way of coming to
worship. They also are bringing gifts and talents
that will add to the depth, quality, style and variety
of our outreach, especially of our music.

One of the worst things that can happen to a church
is division among the members. Some want one
thing and others want something different. Left unchecked, tempers flare, feelings get hurt and people
leave to go somewhere else looking for exactly what
they want. Denominations have split over the disagreement about how someone should be baptized,
immersed or sprinkled, or what kind of music
should be sung. Some want only the Psalms to be
sung and others want no instruments, but only singing acapella. You might be saying to yourself,
“Well that’s just silly.”; but in my opinion, it’s very
sad that such things were allowed to separate those
bound together in Christ.

I understand that some of the original body feel
uneasy about change and feel threatened by it. The
concern is that things are changing, and we will lose
the identity that we have had over the years. This
church has always enjoyed an intimate fellowship
and drew closer together when you left the Episcopal Church and gave generously towards building
another place to worship. On the other hand, some
have suggested that I came from the outside, not understanding the intimacy that you had and have,
therefore, made changes that were unwelcome. I am
sympathetic to those feelings and, of course, I came
bringing opinions and ideas that were somewhat different, in the same way that others who come and
join with us will. Most of us are able to admit that
change is inevitable and very few things stay the
same. Our worship style is basically the same as it
was, with a few changes. As time goes on, there will
be changes made to allow us all to have a worship
experience that is life-changing and transforming.
Our goal is to grow in strength and influence in our
community as we bring the hope and transforming
power of Jesus Christ to a greater number of people.

Whereas, there is certainly always room for individual opinions about things. Ephesians 4 teaches that
each of us should walk together in the unity of the
Holy Spirit. Each of us has gifts and talents to be
used for the building up of the church and each one
of us should celebrate the gifts that God has given to
others so that our worship and lives in community
will be enriched and balanced.
On August 16-18, our Bishop, John Guernsey, will
be coming to Light Of Christ to visit with and encourage us. On Saturday morning, he will teach on
how to have unity and what makes a good church.
On Sunday morning, he will preach, celebrate communion and confirm or receive new members. I am
very excited about what God is doing and about
those who have come to join with us.
I’ve always believed that church membership is
much like a marriage in that it is based on a covenant made between a person and a local body for the

Continued to page 3
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My job is to serve you as your pastor and that
means seeing to it that we are always seeking to
move forward. This requires that God shows us that
we must consider the future and how we can use
this wonderful building and resources best. I’m
very aware that I am just a man, not Superman, so I
need each of you to ask God how you are to step up
and serve as a vital part of our mission. I want you
to know something important. I have not been well
for the last 9 months and have experienced a lot of
pain and discomfort. Right now, I am struggling
with fatigue, as well as the pain, and I’m not sure
what the future holds, God does. This congregation
has been so kind in your encouragement, prayers,
cards, letters and generous help with medical bills.
I have been so blessed and want you to know how
much I love each and every one of you. I am as
committed right now to the task that God has given
me, and I will not quit fighting our common enemy.
A large part of his deception is to divide and conquer. Please join me in this battle and let’s give God
our best effort.

change their service because I didn’t like it. Also,
there are from time to time, those who are very traditional and don’t like it if I change anything at all.
As I hope you can see, I often find myself “between
a rock and a hard place”. It has been my experience
that no matter what I do, someone is going to be
unhappy. I accept it as “the way it is.” With that being said, I would like to give everyone an opportunity to speak their peace.
I’m asking that each of you take the time to prayerfully consider what you would like to say and drop
me an e-mail or come to see me personally. (Not on
Sunday morning before the service. During that
time, I am focused on the worship. Please wait until
after, or better yet, make an appointment with me.)
I would like to know: What do you like about
LOC? What do you not like about LOC? Please do
not send these to me anonymously, let me know
who it is. If it comes anonymously, I will discard it.
Once I receive the answers I will prayerfully consider them and share with the vestry the results.
I love this congregation and want us to be able to
say what we feel. If you have something that concerns you, let me know. If you don’t, I’ll assume
that everything is going just fine for you.

Love, Mike

Note from the Pastor

Blessings!

I’ve decided that it’s time for me to take a survey.
It’s not uncommon for folks to come to me with a
complaint about our worship service or something
else they strongly disagree with. Concerning the
worship service: “It’s too long.”, "I don’t like
the music.”, “Your sermons are too long.”, “The
liturgy is boring and too wordy.”, “The prayers of
the peo-ple goes on too long.”, “It’s too cold in the
sanctu-ary.”, “It’s too hot in the sanctuary.”, etc.,
etc. Usu-ally, to add strength to their conviction,
they claim that they aren’t the only ones that
don’t like __________, but many people feel like
they do and are thinking about going elsewhere.

Upcoming Changes
As most of you know, we are using the screens in the
sanctuary for a large part of our service. Towards the
end of last year, I told you that we were going to make
big changes in the Sunday bulletin. The way we have
been doing it is very expensive and time consuming.
With that in mind, we will have a much smaller bulletin
(effectively 4 pages) that will include the service outline
and announcements. We will be putting a laminated
copy under every seat of those things that are a constant
every week, in case we have a power failure, or the
screens go down. We will order Prayer books and hymnals to be under every chair, once we can free up money
from our budget. Also, I would recommend that you
consider bringing your Bibles to church.

I appreciate it when people take the time to see me
face-to-face, instead of talking with others about
their concerns, but not to me. I am certainly not
without fault and do not resent being confronted
because I am doing something that offends or is not
right. As to how we come to worship, I try to graciously point out that we are an Anglican church
and I am an Anglican priest, and because of that,
we have ways of coming to worship that are part of
us being an Anglican church. I certainly would not
go to a Roman Catholic church asking them to

Please take the time to thank Leslye Morrison for the
countless hours she has put in formatting the screens on
a weekly basis and for leading our choir and bell choir. I
would also like to thank all those who joined together to
bring a variety of music to our worship service.
Blessings!
Mike
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The Rt. Reverend John Guernsey
and his wife, Meg.
August 17-18 at
Light of Christ Anglican Church

Bishop John A.M. Guernsey was elected to be the
first Bishop of the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic of
the Anglican Church in North America on May 21,
2011. He was invested by Archbishop Robert
Duncan on September 10, 2011.

Come have fun and celebrate the start of the
new school year! There will be free supplies,
food, games and much more!

Born in St. Louis, Missouri, Bishop Guernsey is a
Magna Cum Laude graduate from Yale University
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in History and earned
his Master of Divinity degree from the Episcopal
Divinity School, Cambridge, Mass. Bishop Guernsey served as the Associate Rector of Christ Church
in Alexandria, Va. from 1978 until 1981 when he
was called to be Rector of All Saints’ Church, Dale
City, Va., a position he held for 29 years.

Hosted by Each One Teach One, LLC

He served as an Adjunct Professor of Pastoral
Theology in the area of Stewardship at the Protestant
Episcopal Theological Seminary of Virginia from
1982 until 1993. In 2007 he was consecrated as the
Bishop for Congregations in America under the
Church of Uganda. With the launch of the Anglican
Church in North America (ACNA) in June, 2009, he
was transferred from the Church of Uganda and
became Bishop of the temporary Diocese of the
Holy Spirit in the ACNA. In June, 2011, the Diocese
of the Holy Spirit came to an end as its churches
found permanent homes in other ACNA dioceses.

Northern Neck Christian School
(NNKCS) Update
www.northernneckchristian.org
Thank you for the overwhelming support for Northern
Neck Christian School. Starting a new school is a
huge step of faith, and we trust that God will provide
all that is needed for what He is calling us to do.
You’ll notice the large banners we have up and down
360. Our first day of school is September 3, at Zion
Church in Lottsburg. We are starting small with a
class limit of 10 in the pre-school for 3, 4 and 5 year
old students. After interviewing the parents about
their children, we are blessed that they want the best
education for their child and that includes a Christian
education as well.

Bishop Guernsey serves the wider church in
many ways. He currently serves on the ACNA
Executive Committee, the Archbishop’s Cabinet, the
Development Committee and the Task Force on
Islam and Interfaith Engagement. He also serves as
Chairman of the Board of Sharing of Ministries
Abroad – USA (SOMA), an Anglican short-term
mission organization. He served as the Dean of the
Mid-Atlantic Convocation of the Anglican Communion Network from 2004 – 2009 and has served
on the board of a number of other community and
church organizations.
The Bishop’s Schedule at LOC

Parents sign a Covenant outlining their responsibility
to the school. This is a partnership between the parent
and the school. Parental responsibilities include reading to their child 1 hour each day, limiting to 1 hour or
less the use of computer games, TV, iPads etc., volunteering at one school event, coming to parent/teacher
conferences to name a few. We are dedicated to helping each child develop his/her God given talents and
abilities.

August 17: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. : Bishop Guernsey to teach in
church parish hall, open to all; Mary will cover coffee and lunch
August 18: 8:45 a.m.: The Bishop will teach adult class
10 a.m.: The Bishop will preach and be the celebrant, luncheon following service, hosted by Hospitality #1

Please continue to pray for the school and that God
will continue to send parents and children to us.
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Jesus!
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Acolytes
Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25

Coffee Hour

David Gwaltney
David Gwaltney
Constance McDearmon
Marie Carstensen

We need volunteers for 2019. Please continue to
sign up in the parish hall or call/email Joyce.

Altar Rail Ministers

Lesson Readers
Aug
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Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25

Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25

Charlaine Andrulot (L)
Betty Dillingham (P)
Tony Blackstone (L)
Joan Blackstone (P)
Jeanne Hickey (L)
Ernie Proctor (P)
Phyllis TeStrake (L)
Bill Tracey (P)

Vestry Person on Duty
Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25

Eucharist Ministers
Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25

Ushers
Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25
Sep 1

Greeters
Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 21
Aug 25
Sep 1

Harrison and Priscilla Williams
Constance McDearmon, Lucy Logan
Tony Blackstone, Suzy Norman
Harrison and Priscilla Williams

Alison Kimmitt
Barbara Seed
Randy Smith
Ernie Proctor

Happy August Birthdays!
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

Dave Peresluha, Stan Rasberry
Constance McDearmon, Doug Ludeman
Tom and Alison Kimmitt
Bill Tracey, Jim Logan
George Beckett, Bill Andrulot
Lynn and Howard York
Bonnie Odend’Hal, Julie Pritchard
Doris Myers, Pam Smith
Phyllis TeStrake, Jan Beckett
Marie Carstensen, Lucy Logan

8
10
11
17
18
20
24
29
31

Bart Morrison, Paul Lassanske
Mike Moffitt
Laura Woodard
Carolyn Costello
Dixie Sanderlin, Cindy Fife
Jane Wrightson, Tony Blackstone
Charlotte Hundley
Jeanette Cralle
Anna Brennan

Happy August Anniversaries!

Altar Guild
August

Walt and Phyllis TeStrake
Stan and Judy Rasberry
Lyn and Jim Conley
Steve Proctor, Donna Soule

Aug 22
Aug 27

Bonnie Odend’Hal, Lucy Logan

Peggy and Paul Lassanske
Lyn and Art Neira

Nursery will be closed until
further notice
Counters
August

Courtney Ludeman, Pam Smith

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we
pray, on your servants named above, as they begin another
year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen their trust in your goodness
all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS
Calendar of Upcoming Events
Mark your calendars
August 3

Women’s One-Day Retreat at WR-C, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

August 17

10 a.m. - 12 p.m. : Bishop Guernsey to teach in church
parish hall, open to all; Mary will cover coffee and lunch

August 17

P.M.: Bishop will have dinner with Vestry and clergy at
Tommy’s in Reedville

August 18

8:45 a.m.: The Bishop will teach adult class
10 a.m.: The Bishop will preach and be the celebrant,
luncheon following service, hosted by Hospitality #1

Check out our wonderful webpage regularly!

www.lightofchristva.org
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