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Let your light so shine before men 

that they may see your good deeds 

and praise  your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

Lenten Series and Soup Suppers 

Holy Week Worship 
 

 We continue to offer our traditional soup suppers 

followed by an educational program on Tuesdays during 

Lent at 5:30 p.m. in the parish hall. Sign-up sheets to 

host the soup suppers (making soup, setting up, and 

cleaning up) are in the parish hall, so please volunteer to 

help out. We need a few more hosts for each soup 

supper. Please also sign up if you plan to attend. This 

helps the hosts know how many to set up and cook for.  

 The Lenten series is a fun time of learning and 

fellowship, so please plan to participate and bring your 

friends and neighbors! 

 Holy Week worship includes a Maundy Thursday 

service at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 29th and a 

Good Friday service at noon on Friday, March 30th. 

Easter Sunday worship will be at the usual time—10:00 

a.m.—and will be followed by refreshments served up 

by one of our hospitality teams. 
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 At our previous parish, we 

would always have a short lesson for 

the children right before the sermon. 

The children would come up front 

where we would have a mini-lesson 

that was based on the topic of the 

sermon. On one occasion, I asked the children this 

question, “If you worked at a retail store as a cashier 

and I came up to purchase something from you that 

costs $10 and I gave you a $12 bill, how much change 

would you give me? All the kids in their zest to be right 

shouted $2! I then asked them, “How many of you have 

seen a $12 bill?” Obviously, no one raised their hand 

because there is no such denomination in our currency. 

I pointed out that I would have left with the merchandise 

plus $2, and they would have received nothing of any 

value, which was not good for the store. One of the 

points of that sermon was that whatever we do, our goal 

should be to glorify God and join him in the building of 

his kingdom. Nothing else has any real lasting value. I 

was preaching that day from Colossians 3:23-24:                                                                                                         

 “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 

Lord and not for men, knowing that from the 

Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 

reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.”                                                                                                                            

 I have been thinking a lot recently about the 

importance of being focused on the things that God has 

given me to do and not being distracted by things that 

have no eternal value. I’ve thought about the book 

Practicing the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence.                                                                                                                                      

 In the social turmoil of seventeenth-century 

France, with its political power struggles, crushing 

debts, and perpetual unrest, there lived several spiritual 

teachers whose wisdom still guides people today. 

Francis de Sales, Blaise Pascal, Madame Guyon, and 

Francois Fenelon all pursued an inner path of devotion 

to Jesus that shed light on both their world and ours. 

However, of all the shining lights of that century, none 

speaks with the simplicity and humble grace of one lay 

monk whose quiet presence resided in the heart of 

turbulent Paris. More than any other of his day, Brother 

Lawrence understood the holiness available within the 

common business of life. His focus on knowing God in 

the everyday business of living has much to teach us 

today. 

 Most of what is known about Brother Lawrence 

comes through the efforts of Abbe de Beaufort, the 

Cardinal de Noailles's envoy and investigator. By 1666 

Brother Lawrence's unusual wisdom had caught the  
Continued on page 3                                                                              

Mike’s Message cardinal's attention, and Beaufort was directed to 

interview the lowly kitchen aide. From those interviews 

came the book that was attributed to Brother Lawrence.  

 Brother Lawrence began life as Nicholas 

Herman, born to peasant parents in Lorraine, France. 

As a young man, his poverty forced him to join the army, 

where he was guaranteed meals and a small amount of 

money. During this period, Herman had an experience 

that set him on a focused spiritual journey; it wasn't, 

characteristically, a supernatural vision, but a 

supernatural clarity into the common and ordinary. 

 In the middle of winter, Herman looked at a 

barren tree, stripped of leaves and fruit, waiting silently 

and patiently for the sure hope of summer abundance. 

Gazing at the tree, Herman grasped for the first time the 

extravagance of God's grace and the unfailing 

sovereignty of divine providence. Like the tree, he 

himself was seemingly dead, but God had life waiting for 

him, and the turn of seasons would bring fullness. At 

that moment, he said, that leafless tree "first flashed in 

upon my soul the fact of God" and a love for God that 

never after ceased to burn. Sometime later, an injury 

forced his retirement from the army, and, after a stint as 

a footman, he sought a place where he could suffer for 

his failures. He entered the Discalced Carmelite 

monastery in Paris as Brother Lawrence.                                                         

He was assigned to the monastery kitchen where, 

among the tedious chores of cooking and cleaning at 

the constant demands of his superiors, he developed his 

rule of spirituality and work. In his Maxims, Lawrence 

writes, "Men invent means and methods of coming at 

God's love, they learn rules and set up devices to 

remind them of that love, and it seems like a world of 

trouble to bring oneself into the consciousness of God's 

presence. Yet it might be so simple. Is it not quicker and 

easier just to do our common business wholly for the 

love of him?" 

 For Brother Lawrence, "common business," no 

matter how mundane or routine, was the medium of 

God's love. The issue was not the sacredness or worldly 

status of the task but the motivation behind it. "Nor is it 

needful that we should have great things to do. . . We 

can do little things for God; I turn the cake that is frying 

on the pan for love of him, and that done, if there is 

nothing else to call me, I prostrate myself in worship 

before him, who has given me grace to work; afterwards 

I rise happier than a king. It is enough for me to pick up 

but a straw from the ground for the love of God." 

 Brother Lawrence retreated to a place in his 

heart where the love of God made every detail of his life 

of priceless value. "I began to live as if there were no  
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From the Office: 
 

Contact information for the members of our 
congregation changes frequently and new people are 
added often, so please update your directory if you 
haven’t done so in a while. Check the date in the upper 
left corner and exchange it for a new copy if it is older 
than 2-19-18. The latest copy can be found each week 
on the counter in the narthex and also on our LOC 
church website. (The directory is password protected.) 
 
Also, please continue to monitor the prayer lists printed 
in the Sunday bulletin and let me know if there are 
changes. 
 
Finally, if you would prefer to 
read your newsletter online and 
NOT receive a paper copy, 
please let me know and I will 
not print a copy for you. 
 

    
      Margaret Radcliffe 
 

Continued from page 2                                                                              

 

A Testimony from Anna Brennan 
 

 The Burgess Neighborhood Care Group has 

already heard this story, but I want to share it 

again. 

 Several Thursdays ago, I was feeling anxious 

because I was due to have another full hip 

replacement. The first one had been complicated 

with a long recovery. As I drove up the road with my 

husband Pat for his regular check up, I cried out to 

the Lord, “Holy Spirit! I want to hear you. I need to 

know you are with me.” An hour later, I was 

explaining to the doctor that Pat was overwhelmed 

because his 88-year-old sister had just died, and he 

was worried about my upcoming surgery. Pat’s doctor 

was very sympathetic to him, and told me not to 

worry, that he would prescribe something to help 

Pat’s anxiety. I felt relieved. Mary Swann called that 

afternoon to check how we were doing and told me 

that many people were praying for us. I felt blessed 

to be part of a praying congregation. Our daughter 

Veronica was planning to come the following Monday 

to take me for surgery, and stay with Pat while I was 

in the hospital. That night, Veronica called to say 

that her husband James would be coming with her to 

help Pat. Yes, the Holy Spirit was listening! 

 The next morning, I was studying 2 Kings 6:16

-17 about Elisha’s servant being worried about an 

army surrounding them. “Don’t be afraid,” the 

prophet answered. It goes on to say that the Lord 

opened the servant’s eyes to see horses and chariots 

of fire around Elisha. These were heavenly hosts! I 

realized I didn’t need to be afraid. I felt a peace 

and absence of fear after reading that Scripture. I 

knew it was revealed to me at the time I needed it. 

My surgery and Pat’s care were in God’s hands and 

we would be okay. I called Mary back to share this 

passage and how it had given me such peace. She was 

glad I shared and a little surprised that my good 

news came from the book of Kings. 

 In answer to prayer, my surgery was 

successful! I am recuperating with Pat at Veronica 

and James’ home, with Tricia and Ian sharing in 

caregiver tasks. There is always someone here with 

us, especially the Holy Spirit. I had to share the 

news of how God was with me every step of my 

surgery adventure. God has heard me. God has heard 

your prayers. We have an awesome God! 

one save God and me in the world." Together, God and 

Brother Lawrence cooked meals, ran errands, scrubbed 

pots, and endured the scorn of the world. 

 He admitted that the path to this perfect union 

was not easy. He spent years disciplining his heart and 

mind to yield to God's presence. "As often as I could, I 

placed myself as a worshiper before him, fixing my mind 

upon his holy presence, recalling it when I found it 

wandering from him. This proved to be an exercise 

frequently painful, yet I persisted through all difficulties.” 

 Brother Lawrence never made a lot of money 

and never rose above the role as laborer in the 

monastery, but bishops would come from great 

distances to seek his council because God had given 

him such wisdom. Did it just happen? Think of the title, 

Practicing the Presence of God. He was a man that 

lived into his calling and, for my money, was wildly 

successful. He understood integrity in the workplace 

because he worked to the glory of God. Who benefitted 

from his life? Everyone around him and the millions who 

have read the book of his writings since then.  

 As we focus on the cross this Lenten season, let 

us commit everything that we do to the glory of God, no 

matter how mundane, in the hope that we will find God’s 

love and peace in everything that we do.  

     Blessings! 

     Mike Moffitt 
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Thanks to Len Novak, who is the one who has 

been changing the message on our large 

roadside sign! Len sometimes has help from 

Gary Woodford, and, on occasion, Fred 

Wimberly has also changed the message. 

Thanks be to God for these willing workers! 

 

Deacon’s Corner 
 

 I was so blessed this 

week to have a few days of 

u n s e a s o n a b l y  w a r m 

temperatures and some 

sunshine! Spring will come 

soon. The camellias will 

bloom and the osprey will 

return. There is order in the universe. Thanks be to 

God for His creation!  

 There are three things on my mind today. 

First, there are so many among us suffering from 

illness. Paul told the Thessalonians to pray 

continually and we must do the same, asking God 

to restore our friends to health. There have also 

been many praise reports of healing and improved 

circumstances. God hears our prayers on behalf of 

others.  

 Second, we are in the process of updating 

our policies and guidelines for the protection of 

children. We have a few children attending on a 

regular basis, and we love seeing them, but we 

must do everything we can as a church family to 

keep these little ones safe from any harm. In future 

months, I will be sharing information about our 

policies and guidelines and general information 

about child abuse and mistreatment, so that we can 

all make this a safe place for children to come and 

hear about God.  

 The last thing is that I want to encourage 

everyone to attend the Lenten soup suppers and 

program as part of your Lenten discipline. We had 

a good group for the first night, so come and bring 

others! 

 

 

Deacon Mary Swann 

 

Friends — 
 

 How did folks like us get lucky enough 
to have friends like you? Thank you so much 
for all you did! 
 

 Joyce and Smitty 

From the  Senior Warden  

Bart  Morris on  
 

Dear  Lig h t  of Ch r is t  Fam ily , 

 

 Ou r  Lor d is  s t r on g  to save! Pr a ise God 

for  His  m er cy  an d th e h ea lin g  of His  people. 

 We h ave m u ch  to be g r a tefu l for . I am  

pleased  to r epor t  a  su ccessfu l k ick -off of th e 

Ch r is t ian  Wor ldview In s t itu te (CWI) on  

Febr u ar y 20th . Ou r  fir s t  p lan n ed cou r se 

offer in g  for  th e year  will be a  s ix -week  cou r se 

on  Frien dsh ip  Evan g elism . We a r e ten ta t ively  

look in g  to lau n ch  th is  ex cit in g  n ew offer in g  

in  Apr il. Th is  cou r se will focu s  on  pr act ica l 

an d  biblica l s t r a teg ies  to poin t  ou r  fr ien ds  an d 

n eig h bor s  to J esu s. Stay tu n ed for  specific 

da tes  an d  t im es .  

 Ou r  an n u a l Len ten  Lectu r e an d  Sou p 

Ser ies  con t in u es as  we seek  to u n der s tan d 

God’s  r edem pt ive p lan  th r ou g h  ex plor a t ion  of 

Wor d, Wor sh ip , an d  Sacr am en t . P lease do 

p lan  to join  u s  on  Tu esdays  th r ou g h  Mar ch  

20 th  for  t a s ty , h om em ade sou ps  an d 

fellowsh ip . Lectu r e topics  in clu de 

 

Febr u ar y 27—Spir itu a l Discip lin es  an d How 

   Th ey En h an ce Wor sh ip  

Mar ch  6—Th e Sacr am en ts  

Mar ch  13—In s t r u cted  Eu ch ar is t  

Mar ch  20—Fillin g  in  th e Gaps in  Today’s   

   Wor sh ip  

 

 P lease a lso be in  pr ayer  for  ou r  Ka ir os  

team  as  th ey  pr epar e to pr ayer fu lly  an d 

bold ly  br in g  th e lig h t  an d love of God’s  ver y 

g ood n ews to th ose wh o a r e in  desper a te n eed 

of h ope. 

 

You r s  in  Ch r is t , 

Bar t  Mor r ison  
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Coffee Hour 
Mar.   4 Morris & Betty Dillingham 
  Tony & Joan Blackstone 
Mar. 11 Al & Doris Myers 
  Bill & Charlaine Andrulot 
Mar. 18  Donna Soule 
  Bart & Leslye Morrison  
Mar. 25 Irene Haley, Priscilla Williams 
Apr.   1  Hospitality Team ____________  
 

Altar Rail Ministers 
Mar.  4  Ernie Proctor and Teresa Moffitt  
Mar. 11 George Beckett and Marion Mitchell  
Mar. 18 Jim Conley and Agnes Burke   
Mar. 25 Sam and Gayle Marston 
Apr.   1  Jim and Lyn Conley 
 

Vestry Person on Duty 
Mar.   4 Bart Morrison 
Mar. 11 David Peresluha 
Mar. 18  Alison Kimmitt 
Mar. 25 Harrison Williams 
Mar. 29 Ernie Proctor 
Mar. 30 Barbara Seed 
Apr.    1 Bart Morrison 

 

Mar.   5 Marie Carstensen 
Mar.   6 Tom Price  
Mar.   8 Gail Feddeman 
Mar.   9 Ruth Franck 
Mar. 12 Len Novak 
Mar. 18 Suzy Norman 
Mar. 21 Joy Gwaltney, Walt TeStrake 
Mar. 23 Gayle Marston 
Mar. 25 David Peresluha 
Mar. 26 Janet Eichacker, Wendy Smith 
Mar. 27 Vincent Haynie 
Mar. 30 Morris Dillingham 

Happy March Birthdays! 

Acolytes 
Mar.   4 Hannah Hamlett 
Mar. 11 LeAnne Nguyen 
Mar. 18 Hannah Hamlett 
Mar. 25 LeAnne Nguyen 
Mar. 29 Hannah Hamlett 
Apr.    1 LeAnne Nguyen 
 

Lesson Readers 
Mar.   4 Constance McDearmon (L) 
  Frank McCarthy (P) 
Mar. 11 Howard York (L) 
  Elaine Price (P) 
Mar. 18 Jim Conley (L) 
  Lyn Conley (P) 
Mar. 25 Tony Blackstone (L)  
  Joan Blackstone (P) 
Mar. 29 Barbara Seed (L) 
  Dick Seed (P) 
Mar. 30 Sandi Ward (L) 
  Susan Read (P) 
Apr.   1  Ward LeHardy (L) 
  Judy LeHardy (P) 
 

Eucharist Ministers 
Mar.   4 Tony Blackstone,  
  Constance McDearmon 
Mar. 11 Harrison and Priscilla Williams 
Mar. 18 Frank McCarthy, Elaine Price 

Mar. 25 Bart Morrison and Suzy Norman 

Mar. 29  Harrison Williams  
Apr.   1  Ward LeHardy, Lucy Logan 
 

Ushers 
Mar.  4  Ed Feddeman, Steve Proctor 
Mar. 11 Tom and Alison Kimmitt   
Mar. 18 Bobby Edmonds, Phyllis TeStrake  
Mar. 25 Chris Cralle, Henry Fife   
Mar. 29 David and Cindy Peresluha   
Mar. 30 George Beckett, David Gwaltney 
Apr.   1  Jim Logan, Ed Costello 
 

Greeters 
Mar.  4  Howard and Lynn York 
Mar. 11 Doris Myers, Julie Pritchard  
Mar. 18 Marie Carstensen, Irene Haley  
Mar. 25 Dick and Barbara Seed  
Mar. 29 Doug Smoot & Constance McDearmon 
Mar. 30 Ernie Proctor, Bonnie Odend’hal 
Apr.   1  Fred Wimberly, Peggy Lassanske 

Counters 

March   Jan Beckett, Laura Woodard 

Altar Guild  

March  Lucy Logan and Teresa Moffitt  

Nursery 
Mar.   4 Doris Myers, Alison Kimmitt 
Mar. 11 Margaret Radcliffe, Jeanette Cralle 
Mar. 18 Julie Pritchard, Saunee Hamlett 
Mar. 25  Irene Haley  
Apr.   1  Doris Myers, Alison Kimmitt 

Happy March Anniversaries! 

Mar.   1 Donna & Craig Soule 
Mar. 31 Melinda Floom & Fred Wimberly 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN 

CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 

9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

 

March 2018 

New Books Added to Our Church Library  
For help finding these or any other books in our library, please see Margaret Radcliffe. 

 

The Air I Breathe: Worship as a Way of Life by Louie Giglio CHRISTIAN LIVING  

The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis AUDIO 
 

The Comeback: It’s Not Too Late and You’re Never Too Far by Louie Giglio CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Discerning God’s Plan For You by Jeffrey O. Cerar CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Fool’s Talk: Recovering the Art of Christian Persuasion by Os Guinness APOLOGETICS 

God’s Pursuit of Man by A.W. Tozer THEOLOGY—GOD 

Goliath Must Fall: Winning the Battle Against Your Giants by Louie Giglio CHRISTIAN LIVING 

The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis AUTHORS 

Indescribable: 100 Devotions About God and Science by Louie Giglio YOUTH/CHILDREN 

The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer THEOLOGY —GOD 

A Little Book on the Christian Life by John Calvin  
 (This book contains excerpts from Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Church, which can also be found in 
 our church library) THEOLOGY—DOCTRINE 
 

Medieval Wisdom for Modern Christians: Finding Authentic Faith in a Forgotten Age by Chris R. Armstrong 
 CHRISTANITY AND THE CULTURE 
 

Peace: Classic Readings for Christmas by Stephen J. Nichols  SEASONAL BOOKS 

The Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer THEOLOGY-GOD 

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus: A Devout Muslim Encounters Christianity by Nabeel Qureshi  
 (To replace a book that is missing and presumed lost) APOLOGETICS 


