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Let your light so shine before men
that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Lenten Series and Soup Suppers
Lent is coming! The Lenten season begins with
Ash Wednesday on February 14th. We will have a
worship service with Holy Communion and the
imposition of ashes at 7:00 p.m. on that day.
We will also offer our traditional soup suppers
followed by a program on Tuesdays during Lent,
beginning on Tuesday, February 20th, at 5:30 p.m. in the
parish hall. Sign-up sheets to host the soup suppers
(making soup and providing bread, setting up, and
cleaning up) are in the parish hall, so please volunteer to
help out. We need several hosts for each soup supper.
Please also sign up if you plan to attend. This helps the
hosts know how many to set up and cook for.
The Lenten series is a fun time of learning and
fellowship, so please plan to participate and bring your
friends and neighbors!
Dates

Tuesdays in Lent
(February, 20th, February 27th, March 6th,
March 13th, and March 20th)
Time
5:30 p.m.
Program “Exploring the Shape and Heart of our
Worship” (details to follow)
Note
Car pools are needed! If you don’t mind
driving at night, please seek out others to ride
with you because many in our congregation
cannot or would prefer not to drive at night.

Mike’s Message
Ezekiel 22: 23-28; 30-31(The Message)
God’s Message came to me: “Son of
man, tell her, ‘You’re a land that during
the time I was angry with you got no
rain, not so much as a spring shower.
The leaders among you became
desperate, like roaring, ravaging lions
killing indiscriminately. They grabbed and looted, leaving
widows in their wake. Your priests violated my law and
desecrated my holy things. They can’t tell the difference
between sacred and secular. They tell people there’s no
difference between right and wrong. They’re
contemptuous of my holy Sabbaths, profaning me by
trying to pull me down to their level. Your politicians are
like wolves prowling and killing and rapaciously taking
whatever they want. Your preachers cover up for the
politicians by pretending to have received visions and
special revelations…. I looked for someone to stand up
for me against all this, to repair the defenses of the city,
to take a stand for me and stand in the gap to protect this
land so I wouldn’t have to destroy it. I couldn’t find
anyone. Not one.’ ”
When I was 8-9 years old, my parents and I went
down to Myrtle Beach for vacation. On the way down, we
stopped at Fort Carolina, which was a reproduction of
the type of settlement forts that were found in the early
days of the American colonies. We walked around and
they decided to attend a witch trial that was beginning in
a few minutes. I didn’t realize that it was only a
reenactment of the type of trials that they used to have in
the old Plymouth Colonies in the 1600’s. What I did
notice is that the young woman that they brought out for
trial was beautiful, and I didn’t believe for a minute that
she was a witch. I wasn’t sure what a witch would look
like, but she sure didn’t seem like any picture I had ever
seen or imagined. I listened intently to the trial and I felt
indignant at the proof that the prosecutor presented.
Everyone seemed to want her to be found guilty, and I
saw that the jury seemed to have a taste for blood. When
the defense attorney pleaded her case, it was clear that
the jury had already made up their minds. My heart
broke as the young woman sat silently weeping. I wanted
to go sit next to her and provide comfort. Then came the
fatal moment when I heard the judge pronounce her
sentence, “I find you guilty of witchcraft and I sentence
you to death by burning at the stake.” My heart fell into
my stomach and I looked around hoping that someone in
the crowd would do something to correct this grave
injustice, but no one moved, including my father. I looked
at him and encouraged him to do something, anything,
to rescue this damsel in distress, who was now openly
weeping and begging for mercy. My father told me to
shut up and be quiet. I couldn’t take any more and I
jumped up and screamed at the top of my lungs, “NO,
SHE DIDN’T DO ANYTHING!! WHAT’S WRONG WITH

YOU PEOPLE?” It got deathly quiet and I heard my
father breathe a sigh and tell me to sit down. I wasn’t
going to do any such thing and I stood my ground. I
looked at the young woman and she was smiling at me
and said, “Oh, that is so sweet.” It was then that I
realized that I had just made a fool of myself. The room
erupted with laughter and people were assuring me that
it was only a play. I wanted to melt and become one with
the floor.
I was recently reminded of that story after I read
an article about the March for Life in Washington D.C. on
January 19th. This was the first time that a sitting
president had directly addressed those who had
participated in the march. I had wanted to be there this
year, but circumstances wouldn’t allow it. The article
pointed out that the liberal press provided very little
coverage of that march but gave extensive coverage of
the Women’s March that was protesting the policies of
the president regarding women’s rights, healthcare
reform, reproductive rights, LGBTQ rights, racial
equality, and immigration reform. CBN reported that
100,000 people showed up for the March for Life, and
yet the press gave 3 minutes of air time to it versus 24
minutes to the Women’s March the next day. The article
pointed out that abortion has been legal now for 45
years, and over 60 million innocent babies have been
butchered, but it seemed to the writer that the vast
majority of Christians seldom think about the issue of
abortion anymore because, the writer said, they have
become de-sensitized to it. I had to admit that the issue
of abortion doesn’t grab the same amount of my
attention that it used to, and I wondered where that little
boy was who felt such indignation at the injustice of a
clearly one-sided trial. How could I ever forget that such
barbaric atrocities continue to go on day after day and
not be moved by it? Have I come to the place where I
simply assume that others are focusing on this issue so
that I can continue to address what God has called me
to do? Maybe that is the case, but shouldn’t I at least be
financially and prayerfully supporting those who are on
the front lines of this fight?
I thought of the song “Hosanna” by Hillsong. The
refrain is a wonderful prayer for our times, and it calls us
to ask God what He would have us focus on.
Heal my heart and make it clean,
Open up my eyes to the things unseen.
Show me how to love like you have loved me.
Break my heart for what breaks yours.
Everything I am for your Kingdom’s cause,
As I walk from earth into eternity.
Lord, show us how we are to respond to the
injustice all around us and how we are to stand in the
gap to protect the helpless in this land and around the
world. Give us the courage to stand firm for those things
that matter most to You, no matter the cost.
Blessings!
Mike Moffitt
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Church Financial Report
By Jan Beckett, Treasurer
Church treasurer Jan Beckett has started this monthly report in order to keep parishioners
informed of the status of our finances as well as current budget and funding issues. She
encourages readers to share their ideas and concerns with her or with members of the vestry.
Jan can be reached at 804-580-5179 or JanBeckett@aol.com.
Last year, the church’s total income was $384,296. Expenses exceeded income by just over $10,000 due
primarily to expenditures required to enhance church facilities and equipment. The budget shortfall was
funded by reserves kept on hand for unexpected disbursement requirements.
The 2018 budget appears in the church’s 2017 Leadership and Ministry Report. The budget is tighter
than normal due to increased community outreach and missions support. The major local outreach
commitment is for Young Life’s WyldLife program at the N orthumberland C ounty middle school. The vestry
believes this program will result in students coming to C hrist and receiving discipleship training through both
WyldLife gatherings and attendance at Light of C hrist and other churches on Sundays. O ur financial
commitment for the program this year is $27,000 for which we will need approximately $10,000 in funding
above pledge receipts. If G od has filled your heart with a passion for bringing young people to C hrist,
consider a special donation this year. Simply write “WyldLife” in the memo line of your check made out to
“Light of C hrist Anglican C hurch.”

Light of Christ Ringers

From the Senior Warden—Bart Morrison
Dear Light of Christ Family,

What a wonderful Christmas Eve celebration we had,

It is a tremendous blessing and honor to serve
you as senior warden. Leslye and I want to thank all of
you who have been so kind and supportive, and I ask
that you continue to keep us and the entire vestry in your
prayers.
As we prepare for Easter during the upcoming
Lenten season, it is appropriate to reflect on our journey
and to look forward to our exciting future. Our vestry
recently met for our annual retreat and is prayerfully
hard at work to identify ways to maximize all of our
tools, gifts, and potential to live out our guiding vision of
equipping God’s people “to know Christ and make Him
known to others.”
Working closely with Pastor Mike and Deacon
Mary, I intend to provide you with a monthly update on
pertinent issues and opportunities for us to meet God
where He is working and taste His goodness afresh.
Words cannot express my appreciation for the
multitude of humble servants that make Light of Christ
Anglican Church so special. We have so many people
who do so much for our church family, many of whom
never seek recognition—they simple serve. As Pastor
Mike frequently exhorts us, keep praying for God to
have His will in our lives and watch us grow in the love
and Resurrection power of our Lord!

singing Christmas carols to the accompaniment of the
beautiful hand bell choir—the LOC ringers!
Pictured below are ringers Lynne Cerar, Melinda
Floom, Saunee Hamlett, Lyn Conley, Teresa
Moffitt, Pam Smith, Hannah Hamlett, and Director
Leslye McDade-Morrison.
Not pictured is ringer Sandi Ward.

Yours in Christ,
Bart Morrison
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A Thank You Note from Lucy Logan

A Christmas
Gift!

I am so happy to finally give you a very good
report!! I had a bone density test last week and
found that my bone density is improving by
21% in my left hip
12 % in my right hip and
11 % in my lumbar spine.
That’s a halleluiah!! Thank you and all the prayer
warriors for your prayers, calls, letters, cards,
and notes! And thank you, Mike Moffitt, for your
encouraging visits. Thank you,
Jesus! Thank you, Light of Christ
prayer teams!

Erica
Charnik’s four
children
(pictured
below) made
this popsicle
stick replica
of our church
as a way of
saying thank
you and
wishing us all a
Merry
Christmas!

A Thank You Message from Carolyn Costello
Happy New Year Everyone!
I thank God upon every remembrance of you, always in
every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy.
Philippians 1:3-4

The little
popsicle
stick
church is
on the
table in
the parish
hall.
Please
take a
look!

I want to thank you all for your support of Joni and
Friends Ministry in 2017. Because of your prayers and
financial support, I was able to participate in two Wheels
for the World outreach events in Peru.
Two hundred and thirty-two people professed faith in
Christ, and many rededicated their lives to Christ, and
many more heard the Gospel preached.
Three hundred forty-nine people received wheelchairs
that were perfectly fitted for them.
Over 150 other pieces of mobility equipment (walkers,
crutches, and canes) were distributed.
All families were given a Bible in Spanish.
We were able to love and encourage the dedicated
caregivers.
We encouraged and were encouraged by the many
volunteers from local churches who are dedicated to
reaching out to people with disabilities and their
caregivers.

Ruth Franck and her family are very

As local Chair Corps volunteers, Ed and I collected 58
wheelchairs and several walkers, crutches, and canes.

shown to them by the

grateful for the many kindnesses
Light of Christ church family.

I am so thankful to be a part of this ministry that changes
the lives of people with disabilities both in this country
and abroad.
Love in Christ, Carolyn
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Deacon’s Corner
During these winter
months, I’m aware of how
much I want to hibernate and
stay warm and cozy at home,
but there is still much to do!
This is a time when many of
our regular members travel
to warmer climates, and we notice their absence on
Sunday mornings and in our various activities and
ministries. This is also a time when many are
suffering from illness. The penitential season of Lent
begins on February 14th. Although we may think
that staying at home would be nice, I urge you
instead to consider ways that you can help out at
your church. Here are some things to consider:

In a few short weeks, we will be
introducing our new “Welcome and Hospitality”
information desk in the narthex. The desk will
serve as a central information area, providing
timely information about our church and its
ministries.
The welcome desk will be placed just
outside the alcove in the narthex where the
name tag table is currently. It will roll into that
space when not in use, and have ample storage
space for literature, bulletins, coffee mugs, etc.
for visitors. The desk will be manned by our
greeters on Sunday morning.

Volunteer! Currently we need more nursery
attendants as we are stretched very thin. The Thrift
Shop can always use more volunteers, especially
during the winter months. Let Mary Swann know if
you want to volunteer.

Christian Worldview Institute
2018 Kickoff and Planning Meeting

Participate! in your Neighborhood Care Group
activities, the Fishermen group, or a Bible study
group. Speak with Bart Morrison or Mary Swann if
you want to find or start a group.

Everyone is invited to attend
a kickoff and planning meeting
for the Christian Worldview Institute (CWI)
on
Tuesday, February 20th
from
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Help! with the needs of those who are ill, injured,
recovering from surgery, or just need
companionship. Call the church office if you can
help.

We will be planning upcoming activities,
training sessions, and community events
for equipping God’s people
to graciously engage the culture
and reverse the trends of secularism
in our families, schools, and communities.

Join! the women’s leadership team to plan for
activities for the new year. Speak to Mary Swann or
Donna Soule. Speak to Bart Morrison if you want to
join a men’s group.
Attend! the Lenten Series Soup Suppers as part of
your Lenten discipline. Attend the Wednesday
morning prayer time
and make Sunday
morning worship a
priority!

This is a community-wide ministry,
so please bring your interested
friends and neighbors.
Please also plan to stay
for the Lenten soup supper and program
that night, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Deacon Mary Swann
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2018 Coffee Hour Schedule
February
4th
11th
18th
25th

Charlaine & Bill Andrulot
Jim & Lyn Conley, Doug & Courtney Ludeman
Joy Gwaltney, Wendy Smith
Fred & Laura Woodard, Alison & Tom Kimmitt

March
4th
11th
18th
25th

Betty & Morris Dillingham, Joan & Tony Blackstone
Doris & Al Myers, Charlaine & Bill Andrulot
Donna Soule, Bart & Leslye Morrison
Irene Haley, Jan & George Beckett

April
1st (Easter Sunday)
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Hospitality Team # ____________
Eleanor Semerjian, Priscilla Williams
Randy Smith & Sharon Baldacci, Jeanne Hickey
Pauline & Bobby Edmonds, Herb & Pam Smith
Stan & Judy Rasberry, Melinda Floom & Fred Wimberly

May
6th
13th
20th (Bishop’s Visit)
27th

Ernie Proctor, Tom & Elaine Price
Paul & Peggy Lassanske, Bill & Barbara Ressler
Hospitality Team # ___________
Betty Dillingham, Sally Custer

June
3rd
10th
17th
24th

Betty Cralle, Jeanette Cralle
Doris & Al Myers, Lyn & Art Neira
Howard & Lyn York, Judy & Ward LeHardy
Walt & Phyllis TeStrake, Marie & Al Carstensen

July
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Tashia Elmore, Davie & Cindy Peresluha
Julie Pritchard, Bob & Suzy Norman
Joan Marie Parasine, Constance McDearmon
Gay Posey, Jane Wrightson, Sandi Ward
Irene Haley, Saunee Hamlett

August
5th
12th
19th
26th

Dick & Barbara Seed, Pam & Herb Smith
Bonnie Odend’hal, Donna Soule
Wendy Smith, Joy Gwaltney
Jan & George Beckett, Bart & Leslye Morrison

September
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Alison & Tom Kimmitt, Fred & Laura Woodard
Dixie & Jim Sanderlin
Jim & Lyn Conley, Courtney & Doug Ludeman
Betty Cralle, Jeanette Cralle
Jeanne Hickey, Randy Smith & Sharon Baldacci

October
7th
14th
21st
28th

Bobby & Pauline Edmonds, Gay Posey
Frank & Denise McCarthy, Judy & Ward LeHardy
Eleanor Semerjian, Priscilla Williams
Tom & Elaine Price, Peggy & Paul Lassanske

November
4th
11th (Veteran’s Day)
18th
25th

Melinda Floom & Fred Wimberly, Stan & Judy Rasberry
Hospitality Team # _____________
Joan & Tony Blackstone, Cindy Fife, Henry Fife, Faith Sinclair
Suzy & Bob Norman, Lucy & Jim Logan

December
2nd
9th
16th*
23rd*
30th*

Tashia Elmore, Phyllis & Walt TeStrake
Al & Marie Carstensen, Sally Custer
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Please note:
If you cannot host coffee hour on the
date assigned to you, please switch with
someone and call the church office and/
or mark the change on the coffee hour
schedule posted in the parish hall.

*Note from Charlaine Andrulot, who
worked hard to put together
this schedule (thank you, Charlaine!):
We realize that the month of December
is a very busy and active time
for the Light of Christ congregation.
That’s why the last three weeks
in December
have been left blank.
We will continue to serve coffee
to enjoy with our conversation.
If you desire to bring a snack or treat on
one of those Sundays, then go for it.

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Acolytes
Feb. 4
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 18
Feb. 25
Mar. 4

Coffee Hour

LeAnne Nguyen
Hannah Hamlett
LeAnne Nguyen
Hannah Hamlett
LeAnne Nguyen
Hannah Hamlett

Feb. 4
Feb. 11
Feb. 18
Feb. 25
Mar. 4

Lesson Readers
Feb. 4
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 18
Feb. 25
Mar. 4

Tony Blackstone (L)
Marie Carstensen (P)
Charlaine Andrulot (L)
Bill Tracey (P)
Ernie Proctor (L)
Betty Dillingham (P)
Bart Morrison (L)
Julie Pritchard (P)
Ed Feddeman (L)
Lynne Cerar (P)
Constance McDearmon (L)
Frank McCarthy (P)

Altar Rail Ministers
Feb. 4
Feb. 11
Feb. 18
Feb. 25

Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 18
Feb. 25
Mar. 4

Feb. 4
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 18
Feb. 25

David Peresluha
Alison Kimmitt
Harrison Williams
Ernie Proctor
Barbara Seed

Counters

Tony Blackstone,
Constance McDearmon
Harrison and Priscilla Williams

February

Betty Dillingham, Pauline Edmonds

Nursery

Frank McCarthy, Elaine Price
Bart Morrison and Lucy Logan
Fred Woodard, Elaine Price

Feb. 4
Feb. 11
Feb. 18
Feb. 25

Ushers

Doris Myers, Alison Kimmitt
Margaret Radcliffe
Jeanette Cralle, Saunee Hamlett
Irene Haley

Happy February Birthdays!

Feb. 4
Herb and Pam Smith
Feb. 11
Ernie Proctor, David Peresluha
Feb. 14
Doug Smoot, Constance McDearmon
Feb. 18
David Gwaltney, Bonnie Odend’hal
Feb. 25
Cindy Peresluha, Marie Carstensen
Mar. 4
Ed Feddeman, Steve Proctor
Please welcome Bonnie Odend’hal, and
David and Cindy Peresluha to the ushers group.

Feb. 1
Feb. 4
Feb. 5
Feb. 9
Feb. 11
Feb. 12
Feb. 14
Feb. 16
Feb. 21

Greeters
Feb. 4
Fred Wimberly, Julie Pritchard
Feb. 11
Dick and Barbara Seed
Feb. 14
Feb. 18
Ernie Proctor, Ed Feddeman
Feb. 25
Doris Myers, Bonnie Odend’hal
Mar. 4
Howard and Lynn York
Please welcome Bonnie Odend’hal, Fred Wimberly,
Peggy Lassanske, and Dick and
Barbara Seed to the greeters group.

Lisa Nguyen
Wayne Hamlett
Lyn Neira
Joan Marie Parasine
Barbara Seed, Barbara Ressler
Judy Rasberry, David Gwaltney
Allen Haley
Randy Smith
George Beckett

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we
pray, on your servants named above, as they begin another
year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace,
and strengthen their trust in your goodness
all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Altar Guild
February

Tom and Elaine Price
Jim and Lyn Conley
Sam and Gayle Marston
George Beckett and Teresa Moffitt

Vestry Person on Duty

Eucharist Ministers
Feb. 4

Bill & Charlaine Andrulot
Jim & Lyn Conley
Doug & Courtney Ludeman
Joy Gwaltney & Wendy Smith
Tom & Alison Kimmitt
Fred & Laura Woodard
Morris & Betty Dillingham
Tony & Joan Blackstone

Charlaine & Bill Andrulot, Wendy Smith
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Child Protection
The protection and safety of our children at Light of Christ
is of extreme importance, especially in today’s uncertain and
unstable culture. Churches are vulnerable to predators
because we are open and welcoming to all, so we need to
increase our awareness and know our policies.
All individuals working directly with children, vestry members, and staff need to be updated on
background checks, applications, and training requirements. You will receive information soon in
the mail if you fall into these categories. The training session is open to the congregation and
will be offered several times a year.
There will be a classroom training session on Sunday, February 18th from 2:00—4:00 p.m. in
the adult classroom at Light of Christ. If you had the classroom training before, then you can
take the refresher course online through Ministry Safe. This information will be included in the
packet you receive.
Deacon Mary Swann
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