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Let your light so shine before 

men that they may see your 

good deeds and praise  

your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

 

Please come to  

Maundy Thursday Worship 

Thursday, April 13th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Worship 

Friday, April 14th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday Worship 

Sunday, April 16th at 10:00 a.m. 
  

9:00 a.m. Sunday School will be held on  

Easter Sunday and we will have nursery  

for children ages four years and younger. 
 

Following Easter Sunday worship,  we will enjoy an 

Easter Brunch  
provided by Hospitality Team #3 (Susanna). 
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Mike’s Message  I wonder if many of the prayers of those within 
the church are not effective because they are not fervent 
but are simply offered in an attitude of indifference. 
Essentially, they are asking God to care about 
something that they don’t really have that much of a 
passion for themselves. Effective prayer can only 
become fervent when our hearts long for the things that 
God desires. James also points out that it is the prayer 
of a righteous man that has great power. This comes 
from recognizing that our righteousness can only come 
through Jesus Christ and that we need to have a 
personal walk that is consistent with that righteousness.  
 What do you believe about the power and 
importance of prayer? I hear a lot of people speaking 
about the mess that our country and world is in, and 
when I hear  this, I wonder what they see as the 
solution. Is the solution that we fight the battle against 
the godlessness of our culture through political means or 
by signing endless petitions, or is it that we fall upon our 
knees in fervent prayer, crying to God for mercy and 
strength? I believe that prayer is the most important way 
that we tap into all the resources that God has made 
available to us for life and Kingdom building. Here at 
Light of Christ, we gather every Wednesday morning to 
praise God and pray for His blessing and power to be 
poured out upon us. If we are to be effective in taking 
the Gospel message to our community, we need the 
strength and power that only comes through prayer. I 
always benefit from our times of prayer together, and I’m 
grateful for those who have found a way to meet every 
week for prayer and praise. I believe that we have grown 
closer to God and with each other through our prayer 
times the past 14 months. I know that we have seen 
God move in power in many of the things we have 
fervently prayed about. My heart longs for others to join 
us in prayer, and I know that there are many who could 
come but for whatever reason have chosen not to. 
Please ask God if He would have you join us as we seek 
the vision and will of God. If there are things that we long 
for God to do in us and in our society, then let’s take Him 
at His word and fervently petition Him. There is no limit 
to what God can do in our midst if we will humbly and 
earnestly ask Him.  

Blessings! 

Mike Moffitt 

 

 I’ve been thinking a lot recently about the power 
of prayer and the absolute need for God’s people to be 
prayer warriors. I considered the great examples of 
those in Scripture who turned to God as their only hope 
and prayed with an intensity that moved God to act on 
their behalf. I thought of Hannah in 1 Samuel 1. She 
wanted so badly for the Lord to give her a son, thereby 
removing her shame, that she continually cried out to 
God. She went to God knowing that He was the only 
one who could answer her prayer and she continued in 
fervent prayer. God saw the intensity of her heart and 
granted her request for a son who became the Prophet 
Samuel. I remembered Elijah, who in 1 Kings 17, prayed 
that it would not rain and it didn’t rain for 3 ½ years, but 
when he prayed that it would rain, it did.        
 Our passage from James 5:16-18 says that 
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, but he knew 
the power and authority of the God that he served. He 
prayed for the rain to stop and start because he knew 
that this was God’s will in His discipline of Israel. Elijah 
knew the heart of God because he stayed in communion 
and fellowship with Him, and, because of his close 
relationship with God, he was passionate for the things 
that God had passion for. Look at the example of Jesus 
in the Garden of Gethsemane in Luke 22:42-44, 
““Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from 
me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” And 
there appeared to him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening him. And being in agony he prayed more 
earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground.” In the moment of His 
agony over the coming separation that He would have 
from the Father while on the cross, Jesus the God-man 
did the only thing that He could to gather the strength to 
follow through with the will of His Father: He prayed 
more earnestly.  

“Therefore, confess your sins to 
one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be 
healed.   The prayer of a righteous  

person has great power as it is working. Elijah was a 
man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that 
it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did 
not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and heaven 
gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.” 
 

Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you seek, and 
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” 
 

Ephesians 6:18 “… praying at all times in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all 
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints …” 
 

Corrie Ten Boom “Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have 
an appointment with the Lord and keep it. A man is 
powerful on his knees.”  

James 5:16-18  

Easter Memorials and Thanksgivings 
 

Forms are available in the parish hall for Easter 

Memorials and Thanksgivings 

OR you may call the church 

office. The deadline is  

Sunday, April 9th. 
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A Good News Club Story 

 On Wednesday, March 15, we held our 

weekly Good News Club meeting to teach the 

children about Jesus and the Bible at the 

Northumberland Elementary School.   Afterwards 

I had a few items to pick up at the grocery store.   

As I strolled down one of the aisles, I looked 

ahead and saw a little girl who had just attended 

the club.   When she spotted me, her face lit up 

and she exclaimed, “Good New Club!”, and 

immediately ran over and gave me a hug.  She was 

very happy to show me that because of her good 

behavior at the club, she had received a small 

New Testament for her very own.  I asked her if 

she was going to read it, and she let me know that 

her plan was to read it every day just before she 

went to sleep. 

 It warmed my heart to know that the Good 

News Club is helping to bring the message of 

Jesus into the lives of the children of the 

Northern Neck.  If you would like to help with 

this ministry, we could sure use your help.  Please 

call me at 804-529-5753 or 703-409-5329 for 

more information about the Good News Club. 

     Melinda Floom 

There are many ways to receive information at Light of 
Christ about our current activities. We try to keep 
everyone informed as best we can, but this is always an 
area for improvement in any organization, and no matter 
what we do, there will always be those who do not get 
the information. Here are some of the systems in place if 
you want to know what is happening within our 
congregation: 
 

 Our website is the most timely and complete 
source for online information. All sermons are 
there each week in written and audio formats, as 
well as announcements of upcoming events, 
photos from past events, a password-protected 
online directory of members and friends of Light 
of Christ, and a calendar of Thrift Shop volunteer 
duties as well as a year-at-a-glance calendar of 
upcoming events at Light of Christ. 

 The Beacon is our monthly newsletter with 
informative articles and announcements of 
upcoming events. Copies are mailed out to 
members and friends, extra copies are available 
on the counter in the narthex, and the newsletter 
is posted on our church website. 

 The Sunday Bulletin includes a weekly calendar 
of events as well as announcements promoting 
upcoming events. 

 You may notice that we have a new bulletin 
board in the parish hall. It is divided into six 
sections, and each section has a designated 
person to oversee the postings. This is a good 
place to check when you are in the parish hall. 
Minutes from the vestry meetings and women’s 
meetings will be posted here as well as 
announcements about upcoming Christian 
Education classes, Mission and Outreach needs 
and opportunities, and current events in our 
community. 

 Sign-up sheets for events needing a head count 
and for coffee hour hosts are in the parish hall, 
either on the table or on an easel. 

 On the two counters in the narthex you will find 
copies of our directory and newsletter, free 
educational and devotional materials, mission 
and outreach information, as well as various 
ministry brochures and information, some of 
which is not related to our specific parish 
activities, but worthy of our attention just the 
same. 

 As needed, we send out email messages when 
we have an immediate need to communicate with 
our church family. 

Communication at Light of Christ 
Submitted by Deacon Mary Swann 

News Alert: The Diocese of South Carolina voted in 

March 2017 to pursue affiliation with the Anglican 

Church in North America 

(ACNA). The Diocese of 

South Carolina severed its 

connection with the Episcopal 

Church in October 2012, the 

fifth Episcopal Church diocese 

to do so. The ACNA 

Provisional Assembly will meet 

in June 2017 at which time 

they will take up the diocesan request to affiliate. The 

expectation is they will so with great enthusiasm! The 

Diocese of South Carolina includes 23,000  members. 

The ACNA currently has a membership of nearly 

112,000  in 32 dioceses spread over Canada, the U.S., 

and Mexico. 

Finally, you can always contact the church office or 
speak with Mike Moffitt or a member of the vestry if you 
need information about something. 



4 

  

 
 

 

At Light of Christ, we have four 
Hospitality Teams designated to provide the 
hospitality and food preparations for larger 
events held by the church. All women serve on 
a team on a voluntary basis, and the men 
(under John Powers’ direction) have recently 
offered to fill in as the fourth team. The duties 
of the team include planning the menu, 
deciding who will bring what, and setting up 
and cleaning up for that event. There have 
been some recent suggestions for alternatives 
to this system and the women’s leadership 
team has considered them all. The two biggest 
concerns are the length of time a co-
chairperson serves in that role and the lack of 
help in setting up and cleaning up. 

 

Here are a few suggestions for each 
team to implement now, if they so desire: 

 

 If two people would volunteer to organize just one event and then ask two others in your group to 
take a turn, we could rotate the leadership duties. This way, nobody will serve for long periods. 
Keep in mind that this is a great way to include new church members, or those who are not here 
in church every week. Most people would be willing to do this once if asked, and you are not 
expected to work alone. 

 There is a form to complete after each event regarding numbers served, food served, and 
anything pertinent. These forms are kept in the office, so that you can see what was done in the 
past for that particular event. This serves as a guideline, or you can ask someone who has been 
here for suggestions. 

 Anyone can submit receipts for reimbursement. This should never be a hardship for our 
members, nor is it always the expectation that you donate everything. Large items such as meat 
should definitely be reimbursed. 

 Helpers will usually show up if they are asked, so if you need help setting up tables or cleaning 
up, ask others to fill in. These helpers do not have to be a member of that team.  We have a 
church full of servants, so the same people should not have to carry the load all the time. 

 If the event is large, we may need two teams to combine forces. If many are absent on your 
team, you can switch with the next team. Check with the church office if there is a special need 
and we can assist you, and if you do make such a switch, be sure to let the church office know. 

 The current list of hospitality teams is posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall. If you are not 
on a team, but willing to serve, please see Mary Swann to be assigned!  The same is true if you 
no longer feel you can serve. This is all voluntary. 

 

Your help is appreciated! This church is known for providing wonderful hospitality and we can continue 
to do so with everyone’s help. 

            Deacon Mary Swann 

Light of Christ Hospitality Teams 

 Dear LOC congregation, 

I am sorry to be so late with this, but I do want to thank you for your get well prayers, phone calls, 

and cards during my recent illness. Although I am still on medication, I am much better, and I know 

your prayers are a big part of my recovery. You are a loving congregation! Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart!  Suzy Norman 
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Editor’s Note:  This book is available for check out from our church 
library, as are all books we offer for review in our newsletter. 

 Nepal is a culturally rich country and very 
different from our western world. This little book is 
jam-packed with information about Nepal, with short 
discussions on the country’s religion, business, 
history, values, attitudes, home life, travel, etc. 
While it is not a Christian book, it does help the 
Christian understand the religious beliefs prevalent 
in the country of Nepal that dominate the thinking 
and actions of its citizens. The belief in karma, 
dharma, and reincarnation, for example, can 
discourage people and lead to fatalism or a 
lackadaisical attitude toward their businesses and 
their lives. Karma is one’s fate. According to the 
author of this book, dharma is “the obligation to 
accept one’s condition in life and perform the duties 
associated with it conscientiously.” These two 
beliefs, together with the belief in reincarnation, play 
a major role in the continuation of the caste system, 
(otherwise known as “hereditary social 
distinctions”). Nepal outlawed the caste system, but 
it is still ever present. The people know what caste 
they and others belong to and therefore what they 
can and cannot do. This is slowly changing, 
especially in the Kathmandu area. 
 

 The book is generally accurate except that it 
was written before the major earthquake in Nepal in 
2015. I hope you will read this book and enjoy 
learning more about Nepal. As you read it, please 
pray for the people of Nepal and especially for them 
to come to know and be transformed by Jesus 
Christ, the only Lord and Savior of the world. 

 Book Review  

Culture Smart! Nepal 

The Essential Guide to Customs and Culture 
By Tessa Feller 

Reviewed by your missionary to Nepal 

Our women’s ministry invites 
all women of Light of Christ 
to attend a workshop on 
making Anglican prayer beads on Saturday, April 
8th from 9:00 a.m. to noon, with lunch following. 
This will include teaching, devotions, and prayer as 
you design your own prayer beads. Constance 
McDearmon and Sandi Ward will be our facilitators 
and instructors for this project. Take time to 
prepare for Holy Week with your sisters in Christ 
as we learn about using prayer beads as a tool for 
focused prayer. A light lunch will be served around 
noon (soup, salad and dessert). Supplies and 
lunch will be provided by the women’s ministry. 
There’s a sign-up sheet in the parish hall. Please 
come, and bring a friend!  

A Samaritan’s Purse Testimony 

from Julie Pritchard 

 

 

The following is a report from a recent 

Samaritan’s Purse publication on an Operation 

Christmas Child shoebox received by an eleven-

year-old girl named Donessa, who lives in an 

impoverished community in a remote area of 

Guyana. Donessa is one of ten children in her 

family and had never received a present before 

she received a Christmas shoebox. She had never 

heard the Gospel before she heard it at the 

site of the shoebox distribution, and, when she 

did, she prayed to receive Jesus in her heart. 

Now, Donessa says, her life and family have 

become very different. She reads the Bible, 

shares her faith with everyone she meets, and 

wants to become a missionary. Donessa says her 

mother has stopped quarreling with everyone. 
 

Julie Pritchard says it’s not too early to 

start collecting items for inclusion in the 

shoeboxes we will assemble in the fall. For 

more information on Operation Christmas Child, 

call Julie or the church office. 
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Dear Light of Christ Women, 
 

 It is hard to believe that we are already approaching April, 2017! It seems like a good time to review 
what our women’s ministry offers and how we operate on behalf of all the women at LOC. All women can 
be actively involved in women’s ministry activities, and we encourage you to attend programs and invite 
others from outside our church family to attend.  
 

 Our structure is simple. We have a leadership team of five women, which oversees the planning and 
organization of women’s ministry activities, including a budget and distribution of funds. Currently, the team 
consists of Carolyn Costello, Melinda Floom, Eleanor Semerjiian, Donna Soule, and me. I serve as the 
coordinator at this time and Melinda serves as the treasurer. We hope for one new person to join the team 
each year, so that one can rotate off. If you have an interest in planning for women’s ministry, please speak 
to one of us. 
 

 We decided to continue in 2017 with our theme of preserving the sanctity and sacredness of life 
through all phases. Our Scripture passage for this year is the following from Psalm 139:16:  
 

When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the 
days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 

 

 Each year, we plan several programs, projects, and fundraisers. We oversee the day-to-day 
operation of the Thrift Shop, with Suzy Norman acting as our liaison. The neighborhood care groups and 
hospitality teams are initiatives operating under the umbrella of women’s ministry.   
 

 Our financial giving is usually designated for local outreach, but we also donate to the women’s 
ministry in Mityana, Uganda. We provide scholarships or gifts to our high school graduating seniors and 
support women on mission trips. 
  

 Programs planned for this year include the following: 
 

April 8- Making and Praying with Anglican Prayer Beads—Lenten Prayer Day with lunch provided 
 
April 29- Pregnancy Resource Center of Richmond Walk for Life 
 
July 29- Annual Women’s Retreat at RWC—one day with lunch provided 
 
August 19- Bake Sale at the Heathsville Farmer’s Market 
 
Dates for the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Day  
and the Women’s Advent/Christmas Program are still to  
be determined. 
 

Please check the new bulletin board in the parish hall for  
meeting minutes, outreach giving, and upcoming  
programs/activities related to women’s ministry! Thank you  
to every woman at LOC for the way you enrich our  
congregation through your faithfulness, generosity, and  
service. We look forward to what God has in store for us  
in 2017! 
 

In Christ, 
Mary Swann 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Counters 

April    2 Betty Dillingham, Laura Woodard 
April    9-30 Jan Beckett, Laura Woodard 

Coffee Hour 
Apr.    2 Ward and Judy LeHardy 
Apr.    9 Eleanor Semerjian, Suzy Norman 
Apr.  16 Hospitality Team #3 (Susanna) 
Apr.  23 David and Joy Gwaltney 
Apr.  30 Mike and Teresa Moffitt 

Altar Rail Ministers 
Apr.    2 Jim and Lyn Conley  
Apr.    9 Tom and Elaine Price  
Apr.  16 Sam and Gayle Marston 
Apr.  23 Walt and Phyllis TeStrake 
Apr.  30 Stan and Judy Rasberry 

Vestry Person on Duty 
Apr.    2 Barbara Seed 
Apr.    9 Bart Morrison 
Apr.  13 Randy Smith 
Apr.  14 Jane Wrightson 
Apr.  16 Harrison Williams 
Apr.  23 Ernie Proctor 
Apr.  30 Barbara Seed 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  2 
Apr.  3 
Apr.  6 
Apr.  9 
Apr.  11 
Apr.  19 
Apr.  22 

Apr.  28 

Michael Nguyen 
Chris Cralle 
Eleanor Semerjian 
Bill Ressler 
Bobby Edmonds 
Shirley Smith, Bob Dalzell 
Sally Custer 
Agnes Burke 

Ed Ulfig 

Apr.    1 Bill and Charlaine Andrulot 
Apr.    9 Vincent and Lydia Haynie 
Apr.  28 Doug and Courtney Ludeman 

Happy April Anniversaries! 

Happy April Birthdays! 

Acolytes 
Apr.    2 Timmy Kimmitt 
Apr.    9 Tommy Kimmitt 
Apr.  13 LeAnn Nguyen 
Apr.  16 Hannah Hamlett 
Apr.  23 Timmy Kimmitt 
Apr.  30 Tommy Kimmitt 

Lesson Readers 
Apr.    2 Betty Dillingham (L) 

Ed Feddeman (P) 
Apr.    9 Ward LeHardy (L) 

Judy LeHardy (P) 
Apr.  13 Barbara Seed (L) 

Dick Seed (P) 
Apr.  14 Julie Pritchard (L) 

Charlaine Andrulot (P) 
Apr.  16 Jeff Cerar (L) 

Lynne Cerar (P) 
Apr.  23 Phyllis TeStrake (L) 

Irene Haley (P) 
Apr.  30 Lyn Neira (L) 

Frank McCarthy (P) 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Apr.    2 Tony Blackstone, Suzy Norman 
Apr.    9 Frank McCarthy 

Constance McDearmon 
Apr.   13 Elaine Price 
Apr.   16 Bart Morrison, Lucy Logan 
Apr.   23 Harrison & Priscilla Williams 
Apr.   30 Fred Woodard, Suzy Norman 

Ushers 
Apr.  2 David Gwaltney, Ed Costello 
Apr.  9 Steve Proctor, Phyllis TeStrake 
Apr.   13 Ernie Proctor, Bill Tracey 
Apr.   14 Bill and Charlaine Andrulot 
Apr.   16 Dick and Barbara Seed 
Apr.   23 Ed Feddeman, Henry Fife 
Apr.   30 Bobby Edmonds, Marie Carstensen 

Greeters 
Apr.    2 Ernie Proctor, Constance McDearmon 
Apr.    9 Howard and Lynn York 
Apr.  13 Ed Feddeman, Doris Myers 
Apr.  14 David and Cindy Peresluha  
Apr.  16 Stan Rasberry, Marie Carstensen 
Apr.  23 Phyllis TeStrake, Doris Myers 
Apr.  30 George Beckett, Barbara Seed 

Nursery 
Apr.    2 Doris Myers, Constance McDearmon 
Apr.    9 Irene Haley, Gayle Marston 
Apr.  16 Margaret Radcliffe, Julie Pritchard 
Apr.  23 Jeanette Cralle, Laura Woodard 
Apr.  30 Saunee Hamlett, E.T. 

Altar Guild 

April  Leslye McDade Morrison, Elaine Price 
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An easy way to support Anglican Frontier Missions 

Yes, you too can help support Anglican Frontier Missions (AFM) just by shopping online.  If you have 
used amazon.com to shop online, you can now use smile.amazon.com, which directs a portion of 
the money you spend to a registered charity of your choice.  It’s a very small portion, but every little 
bit helps! 

Here’s what you do to support Anglican Frontier Missions in this way: 1) Type 
www.smile.amazon.com into your search engine and bring up the website. 2) Select “Search all 
charitable organizations.”   3) Type in “Anglican Frontier Missions.” 4) Select “Anglican Frontier 
Missions.” 5) Check the box that says “Yes, I understand that I must always start at 
smile.amazon.com to support Anglican Frontier Missions.” 6) Start shopping! 

Those who have designated AFM as their charity of choice have so far generated $21.90 for 
AFM.  As of February 2017, the total generated for charities by those using smileamazon.com is over 
$40 million.    If you have any questions about how to do this, please call Melinda Floom (529-5753) 
or call the church office (580-4555). What a wonderful and easy way to help support those who are 
spreading the news about Jesus Christ! 




