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Let your light so shine before
men that they may see your
good deeds and praise
your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

and

Ash Wednesday
Worship
Wednesday,
March 1
7:00 p.m.

Who are you listening to?
This is an important question for us to consider.
Are you listening to the Holy Spirit or are you hearing the
enemy’s version of how you should think and react? Are
the issues that are at the forefront of your mind Gospelcentered or are they man-centered?

Mike’s Message
The past few weeks have
been very unsettling in our country
as our new president was
inaugurated on January 20th.

Jesus said, “By myself I can do nothing; I judge only
as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to
please myself but Him who sent me.” John 5:30

There are those who are rejoicing and celebrating
because they believe that there is someone in office now
who will bring the kind of change to America and
ultimately the world that has long been needed. On the
other hand, there are those who are despondent and
inconsolable because the same man is now president.
What has brought comfort and joy to many has the
opposite effect on many others who believe that clearly
the end of the world is at hand. Fortunately, there is a
third category of people - some who are glad about our
new president and others who are not, but neither will let
this issue control their lives. I am one of those.

Jesus did only what He heard His Father tell Him
to do because He first was submitted to God. He took
the time to hear from His Father. Jesus would get up
early and go to be with the Him. He would separate
Himself from the crowds and from His disciples so He
could be alone and listen to God, and then Jesus
obeyed. He only did what His Father told Him to do. This
was His life and purpose.
“Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father
doing, because whatever the Father does the Son
also does.” John 5:19

I have been reading articles and listening to
news clips from speakers on both sides of the issues. I
was a little shocked by the way some were representing
women in the Women’s March on Washington, but
couldn’t help but notice others who were more
courteous, cheerful, and seemed to be enjoying
community together. It was clear that there was no room
for a conservative political stance, and it quite possibly
would have been unsafe to be carrying a pro-Trump
banner. I have been reading people’s differing opinions
on Facebook and the Internet, and I was struck by the
different points of view from all walks of life. Some were
clearly well-educated as well as those who clearly were
not, and there were those who were angry and those
who were sad and those who claimed to just be
resigned. What had fueled all the different opinions? I’m
sure that there are many factors to be considered like
socio-economic, religious, age, political leanings, and
where they were educated, but my guess is that how
they felt about these events depended largely on who
they had chosen to listen to.

What we “hear” enters into our consciousness.
The words become thoughts that then fuel actions and
those actions have consequences. Words are critical to
the way we live our lives. That’s why we need to be
careful about who and what we listen to and hear. The
Bible says, “For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds, casting down arguments and every
high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of
God, bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all
disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.”
2 Corinthians 10:4-6
Arguments, strongholds, knowledge, thoughts ....
all fueled by words that we hear. So what are you
hearing? Who are you listening to?
Here is the truth: “Faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17

I was once again reminded about the genocide in
Rwanda and the horrible butchery that occurred over a
100 day period in which approximately one million
people died. The people who participated had been
listening to those who encouraged them not to let the
minority class (Tutsis) rule over the majority class
(Hutus). The two groups had lived in peace for hundreds
of years, but because they bought into the lie that was
planted in their hearts via their ears, approximately one
million people died, and many more millions of hearts
were radically changed forever. As I read about what
has been going on across America with the steady
increase in violence, it reminds me that who we listen to
matters.

Like Jesus, we want to listen only to what the
Father says to us, and He speaks to us through His
Word – the Holy Scriptures and through the Holy Spirit.
When we declare God’s Word over our lives and in our
circumstances, we hear God speaking to us. The truth
enters our thinking and changes us, directs us, feeds us.
What are you saying?
“About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them….” Acts 16:25
This is a wonderful example of the importance of
what we say. Paul and Silas had been unjustly
imprisoned and shackled to the floor of a prison in

There are two questions that I would like for us to
ask ourselves this month. The first one is who are you
2

Continued on next page

Continued from previous page

The Seeds of a Healing Ministry

Macedonia. Their crime was teaching and preaching the
Gospel message to the crowds in Philippi. For this they
had been severely beaten with rods, and their response
was to glorify God through praying and singing hymns at
midnight. This is an amazing example of love and
obedience to God, but equally important is that the other
prisoners were listening. What if Paul and Silas had
been complaining about the injustice of it all and
bickering about how God had let them down? The
results would have been very different than what
actually happened.

John 12:24 tells us that unless a grain of wheat
falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but
if it does, it produces much grain.
The seeds of a
healing ministry for
Light of Christ are
being sown. A small
group of folks has
started to meet weekly
on Tuesday afternoons
at the Marston home in
Burgess. It is not too
late to join the group as
we begin the study
“Authority to Heal”
written by Randy Clark.
It consists of eight sessions and forty days of
devotions designed to reinforce the spiritual
formation based on the material presented. So we
pray with expectation that the soil of the heart
receives the seeds of life and much grain will be
produced. In that, we all can do our part in prayer.
If you have any questions, you can call or email
Gayle Marston at 453-3524 or sam@nnwifi.com.

“… and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so
that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And
immediately all the doors were opened,
and everyone's bonds were unfastened ...”
Acts 16: 26
Their words had consequences and the Holy
Spirit moved in power and everyone there was able to
see that Paul and Silas served the living God who had
power and authority.
Our country needs for Christians to not be
undone by the effects of years of this country turning its
back on God, but instead become those who speak the
words of life into every situation. Perhaps the effect will
be that God will move in power through us, revealing
that He is still the living God.
Like Jesus, we must listen for the voice of God
and speak His Gospel truth to those around us.
Blessings!
Mike Moffitt

Introducing a new Bible study at the
Northumberland YMCA on Thursday nights
at 6:00 p.m. in the multi-purpose room,
beginning Thursday, February 2nd.
The community is invited to join a discussion group
investigating the life and teachings of Jesus.
Feel free to bring a friend. You will be in the
company of others with questions like yours.
No cost and no obligation.
The class is sponsored by Light of Christ
and taught by Mike Moffitt.

Frank McCarthy, aka Santa Claus, visits local adult care
facilities, reminding us that the gifts of St. Nick
point us to the gift of God’s Son, Jesus.
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The Burgess Neighborhood Care Group
voted unanimously at our January meeting that
Constance McDearmon, who leads our group, is the
hostess with most-est! She graciously hosts this
small group of five to six women in her home each
month on Sunday afternoons. It is always a treat to
see what seasonal decorations are on display and
she faithfully considers that theme when serving
her delicious refreshments. How faithful she has
been to take on this task, despite her other
commitments.

At Light of Christ we have seven
Neighborhood Care Groups. These groups are
geographical, with the purpose of connecting
women who live in the same area for prayer,
support, and fellowship. As our congregation
grows, these groups will be important to allow us to
reach out to visitors and new members to help
them assimilate into the body. An important
function of these groups is to coordinate help for
needs that arise, such as meals or transportation in
the case of illness or bereavement.

The group also unanimously agreed that the
sweetest times of the group have been the times of
prayer – for each other, for our families, for our
congregation, and for our nation. The group has
given us an opportunity to learn more about each
other beyond the walls of a church service. In the
next few months, we have agreed to be one of our
member’s ‘guinea pigs’ by being a part of a discovery study for those seeking to know about Jesus that
she has been encouraged to use in her upcoming
mission work in South Asia. We look forward to
being part of that experience!

I am the coordinator for the Heathsville
Neighborhood Care Group 2. I somewhat foolishly
agreed to this position when I first started attending
LOC and I didn't know anyone. Over the past year, I
have made it a point to get to know the people in
my group. I am hoping that in 2017 we will be able
to meet occasionally and draw in newcomers to our
church.

From Archbishop Foley Beach
A Collect for Government Leaders

Each care group has its own identity. There
are no rules: some enjoy meeting regularly, others
keep in contact by email or by chatting during
coffee hour. The goal, however, is always the same:
to care for our church family.

O Lord our Governor, whose glory fills all the
world: We commend our nations to your merciful
care, that we may be guided by your Providence
and dwell secure in your peace. Grant to Justin,
Prime Minister of Canada, Donald, President of
the United States, and Enrique, President of
Mexico, and to all in authority, wisdom and
strength to know and to do your will. Fill them
with the love of truth and righteousness, and make
them continually mindful of their calling to serve
the people in reverent obedience to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without
end. Amen.

Carolyn Costello

Parish Weekend!
October 20-22, 2017
At the Airfield Conference Center/South East
4-H Educational Center
near Wakefield, Virginia
More information to follow.
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A letter from our beloved Val Hutchison, who moved from the Northern Neck to Utah about five
years ago, back when we were still St. Stephen’s and before we moved to our temporary home at
First Baptist Church. Val was active in our ministry to children through the Monday morning
Children’s Bible Story Time, as well as the Youth Group and the Summer Girls’ Programs.
My Dearest Friends,

I can never tell you how much your Christmas Card with your
signatures meant to me. It touched me so much. It touched me
so deeply that you would take the time to sign my card,
individually. It made me feel that I wanted to run back to the
place that gave me so much love, that drew me closer to God. The
place where I was the happiest in my whole life, helped me grow
personally through all of the people I came to know and
appreciate. The people at St. Stephen's taught me the meaning
of working together to reach out to many folks, and helping me to
understand how I could personally guide them to the Lord too.
I realized through the Youth Club, the summer crafts we shared,
through the outreach to the young people, through caring for very young children while their mothers
could take a break to shop free of the little ones. To my knowledge none of whom were members of St.
Stephen's nor became members, this was solely outreach to the community. And the community
responded.
What wonderful life messages you gave to me. Yet this is what makes me miss you all so much and I
want to be part of it again. I guess that after Hutch died, I was unable to give like I had, yet I never
forgot it for one minute. You all still carry on and you have even when we didn't have a Church of our
own. You are truly God's army and you keep on giving. Thank you my sisters in Christ.
Love to you dear women of God,

A letter from Kim Warburton, the Executive
Director of the Pregnancy Resource Center
of Metro Richmond

Val Hutchison
My family and I want to thank every one of you for
your prayers for me. In November, I found out I had
cellular cancer in my right kidney and bladder. On
December 8th, I had surgery to remove my kidney
and a portion of my bladder.

Dear Women of Light of Christ,
Thank you so much for the beautiful card and
the donations collected during your December women’s
gathering. You are such an amazing group of women—so
kind and generous.
We are excited about all that God is doing in our
midst. Thank you for serving alongside us through your
prayers and support.
May the Lord continue to bless each of you in
2017.

We also want to thank everyone for their cards,
calls, and prayers, and those who brought food to the
house. I don’t think I would have got along as well as
I did without all of your prayers.
God bless you all.

Much love,
Kim

Irene, Allen, and Matt Haley

Ephesians 1:16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you.
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A Letter from Daniel and Katrina Mochamps
Dear Light of Christ Friends,
It is not too late to wish you a blessed and happy New Year! I have posted our January photos on our personal Facebook page:
you can see that we already have a good layer of snow! And evidently, this is only a foretaste of what February will bring! I
suppose we are now quite well accustomed to the climate of our rather northern part of New England.
Katrina enjoys her new job of school nurse in our little town of Farmington, and I am able to spend my time on our contacts,
visiting, having conversation over a meal, social media (our website, Facebook, and blog, that I update every week), and
attending several social groups.
I, with Katrina when she is available, relate to our contacts at their own spiritual level. This means that with some we are just
getting acquainted over lunch or dinner; with others we can go into some exploration of the Gospel, and everything in between.
Every day we pray for all of them, and for wisdom for ourselves.
When attending one of our social groups (a French conversation club), somebody asked to meet with me to ask questions, then
confided to Katrina who was there too, “He will probably not like what I have to say!” Still, over several months, I have had
lunch three times with that person.
It seems that, at the spiritual level, everything here is slow. Within a 60 mile radius, not long ago we were three Anglican
mission posts. Last summer, one of them closed. Our church planter is going to start another mission in a location closer to the
coast of Maine. We keep going to the third post (now second) in Portland, Maine, from time to time to support them. It is one
and a half hours from here. They now have services every Sunday, but it’s still definitely a mission post needing much prayer.
A few months back, on an online Meetup network we created a group titled “Dover Anglican/Spirituality.” We invited people
to meet with us monthly in a café in Dover, a nearby town, for a time of open conversation on spiritual matters. In a
dechristianized society like we have here, the word Christian(ity) is less attractive then Spiritual(ity). A dozen people signed up
for the group, but twice nobody came, and twice only one person came. This Saturday (Jan. 21), we had the surprise to have
two persons, one had RSVP’d on the network and the other had not. Slow beginnings, but good conversation really getting into
the spiritual realm!
We hope that this initiative, along with the others, will help us (this is our prayer) to find the persons of peace (as the Gospel of
Matthew puts it). One person of our Dover Meetup expressed the desire to connect more with us, and spontaneously invited us
to their place for next Friday.
Dear friends, you see what kind of missionary work we are in. We hope these little stories will help you know how to pray for
our mission and you are also in our prayers.
If anybody wants to help with our ministry needs, there are two things that would help us greatly. We need to buy a projector,
so as not to be dependant on borrowing one or using one with which our laptop doesn’t work exactly the right way. The other
item concerns the creation of a legal entity so that we may at least open a bank account, and maybe create an ecclesiastical
corporation. The organization Start Church (I twice attended their conferences) has an excellent tool called Launch Suite (for
church planters). If you want to take a look at this, thank you for going to www.newlifeanglicanmission/needs. [Our website
has been attacked and is down today, but I hope I will have restored it by the
time you read this.]
Photo: Attending our Diocesan Synod in Amesbury, Mass., Sept. 2016.
You are all in our prayers, may the Lord of the harvest bless you!
Your missionaries in New Hampshire,
Daniel and Katrina Mochamps
63 Sky View Dr.
Farmington, NH 03835
Tel. 603.839.1721
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE
Nursery

Acolytes
Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26
Mar. 5

Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26
Mar. 5

Tommy Kimmitt
LeAnn Nguyen
Chris Cralle
Hannah Hamlett
Timmy Kimmitt

Lesson Readers
Feb.

5

Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26
Mar.

1

Mar.

5

Altar Guild

Frank McCarthy (L)
Susan Read (P)
Tony Blackstone (L)
Joan Blackstone (P)
Ernie Proctor (L)
Lyn Neira (P)
Bart Morrison (L)
Jeanne Hickey (P)
Al Carstensen (L)
Marie Carstensen (P)
Howard York (L)
Susan Read (P)

February
February
Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26
Mar. 5

Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26

Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26
Mar. 1
Mar.

5

Sam and Gayle Marston
Jim and Lyn Conley
Tom and Elaine Price
George Beckett, Mary Swann

Vestry Person on Duty
Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26
Mar. 1
Mar. 5

Chris Cralle, Lyn Neira
George Beckett, Tom Kimmitt
Jim Logan, Irene Haley
Ed Feddeman, Alison Kimmitt
Jim Logan, John Powers
Bill and Charlaine Andrulot

Jane Wrightson
Harrison Williams
Ernie Proctor
Randy Smith
Bart Morrison
Barbara Seed

Happy February Birthdays!
Feb .
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb .
Feb.
Feb.

Greeters
5

Jim and Lyn Conley
Bobby and Pauline Edmonds
Bill and Charlaine Andrulot,
Irene Haley

Altar Rail Ministers

Bart Morrison, Suzy Norman
Harrison Williams, Irene Haley
Fred Woodard, Constance McDearmon
Frank McCarthy, Suzy Norman
Constance McDearmon
Fred Woodard, Lucy Logan

This month, Henry Fife will begin training with the ushers.
Welcome Henry and welcome new ushers,
Tom and Alison Kimmitt!

Feb.

Jan Beckett, Pam Smith

Coffee Hour

Ushers
Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26
Mar. 1
Mar. 5

Charlaine Andrulot, Wendy Smith

Counters

Eucharistic Ministers
Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26
Mar. 1
Mar. 5

Margaret Radcliffe, Gayle Marston
Doris Myers, Julie Pritchard
Irene Haley, Constance McDearmon
Jeanette Cralle, Laura Woodard
Margaret Radcliffe, Gayle Marston

Constance McDearmon,
Marie Carstensen
David and Cindy Peresluha
Howard and Lynn York
Ernie Proctor, Julie Pritchard
Marie Carstensen,
Constance McDearmon
George Beckett, Doris Myers

1
4
5
9
11
12
14
16
20
21

Lisa Nguyen
Wayne Hamlett
Lyn Neira
Joan Marie Parasine
Barbara Seed, Barbara Ressler
Judy Rasberry, David Gwaltney
Allen Haley
Randy Smith
Todd Lewis, Nina Martin
George Beckett

Happy February Anniversaries!

Please welcome David and Cindy Peresluha,
who have joined the greeter corps!

Feb. 11
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Sunday, February 19th is
World Mission Sunday!
I would like to invite everyone to go to your computer to access available
resources on the WHAT, WHY, and IMPORTANCE of MISSIONS.
Please take the time these next few weeks before World Mission Sunday
on February 19th to go to the New Wineskins website to access all the
resources listed below. I know you will find the website enlightening and it
will give you many things for your prayer time.







Video Resources
The Litany and Prayers of the People
Kenyan Liturgy and Prayers for Mission
ACNA’s Litany and Prayers for Mission
Call to Mission: A Pastoral Letter from Archbishop Foley Beach
Gary Haugen’s YouTube video “God’s Passion for the World” (includes a 1 1/2 minute
promotional trailer and 26 minutes of teaching from one of the top ten New Wineskins Conference

Often people remark to me that because of their situations there is little they can do in the mission field.
Perhaps by taking the time to access and read these materials, God will show you an avenue for helping just
for you.
Blessings!
Constance McDearmon, AFM Board Chairman
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