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Sunday, December 4—Bishop Guernsey’s Annual 

Visitation. A Luncheon Reception will be provided by 

Hospitality Team 1 (“Phoebe”). 
 

Saturday, December 10—Women’s Christmas 

Gathering at 10:30 a.m. at Light of Christ. See article 
on page 4. 
 

Sunday, December 11—Annual Meeting immediately 

following the 10 a.m. worship service. Luncheon 

provided by Hospitality Team 3 (“Susanna”). 
 

Sunday, December 18—Christmas Cookie Walk during 

Coffee Hour. See article on page 5. 
Stewardship Package due. 

Deadline for Christmas Memorial Flowers donations. 

January newsletter deadline. 
 

Saturday, December 24—Christmas Eve Worship at 

Light of Christ at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 25–Christmas Day Worship at Light 

of Christ at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

December Events! 
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Mike’s Message  
 

 

                           
 
 
 

 

Continued on next page                                                                                

Psalm 118:8-9 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes. 

 As many of you know, Teresa and I were on vacation 
the last week of October into the first week of November. For 
the first three days, I went to Holy Cross Abbey—a Trappist 
Monastery in Berryville, Va.  I needed to go someplace for a 
few days where there were no distractions or anything 
demanding my attention so that I could seek the Lord and 
simply be alone with Him. On my first full day there, I began as 
usual with the Daily Office from the Book of Common Prayer.  
The psalm appointed was Psalm 55 and I was moved to reflect 
on verse 22, “Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain 
you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved.” I focused 
on this verse for a while because I was actually there to “Cast 
my burdens on the Lord ...” to cry out to Him and seek His 
peace.  
 I spent a good deal of the first morning walking around 
the compound of the monastery, which is approximately 100 
acres. It is nestled in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
was very peaceful and a wonderful setting for me to pray while 
basking in the beauty of God’s creation and celebrating the 
array of fall colors. I found that I was more at peace than I had 
been in a long time. After lunch I sat down to read a book that I 
brought with me, but I soon feel asleep for 1 ½ hours. When I 
awoke I went to my desk and ate an apple that I had brought 
from the dining room, and I was simply amazed at how good it 
was. I felt that perhaps it was the best apple I had ever eaten. It 
occurred to me that I had just done two things that were very 
unusual for me. I had taken a long nap, and I had sat down to 
actually enjoy and consider the quality of an apple. I was 
actually moved to praise the Lord for the simplicity of that day 
and realized that I had forgotten how to enjoy the simple 
pleasures that God provides. I had silently walked around and 
observed the beauty all around me, eaten a simple but 
wonderful meal, taken a nap, and enjoyed a really good apple (I 
know, enough about the apple). I realized that I didn’t feel 
stressed but felt the peace of God that had been lacking in me 
for a long time. I sat down and wept before the Lord in gratitude 
for the simple gifts of life and the ability to enjoy them. When I 
left on the afternoon of the third day, I felt refreshed in my spirit, 
and the peace of God rested upon me as I drove home. 

 I picked up Teresa and we spent the remainder of the 
week in the Blue Ridge Mountains of southwestern Virginia, 
going to places very familiar and much loved. We talked a lot 
about the importance of rest and simplicity and the beauty of 
God’s creation. The one thing that was hovering over us both 
was the realization of how much we needed the upcoming 
election to be over. Neither of us wanted to come back home to 
the political frenzy and overwhelming stress of the presidential 
election. I knew that the election was causing me a lot of anxiety 
but I wasn’t sure why until our vacation was drawing to an end. 
For the most part I’m not politically motivated because I have 
long suspected that no candidates are ever as they are 
presented to us and they all make promises that are virtually 
impossible to fulfill. I also knew that no matter who won the 
election, the call of God on my life would not change. I still 
believe that the gospel is the good news and the only hope for 
all men and women. I suspected that a great deal of my anxiety 
was in seeing just how broken we are as a nation and realizing 
that very few were talking about the real reasons for our decline. 
For a long time we have not been a people that is committed to 
what is best for us all, but those who care only about ourselves 
or those within our little niches. The same problem is seen within 
most of the churches of our nation. We gather in holy huddles 
and pray for those outside of our congregations, but are rarely 
committed to living life as the face of Christ in the midst of those 
not like us. I wondered what it would be like in our country if 
Christians exhibited the same level of commitment to the 
proclamation of the gospel as they were exhibiting in their 
passion for their choice of president. I wondered if anyone really 
believed that any candidate could change the hearts of the 
American people and bring peace. Could any candidate solve all 
of the divisions and demonstrations of human depravity that we 
are now seeing everywhere we turn? The “We versus Them” 
mentality is rampant in our culture and it seems to be as 
prevalent in the church as in society in general. Statistics show 
that the majority of people in America feel that the church is 
irrelevant and out of touch with society. I think that one of the 
reasons is that many Christians have become issues-driven 
instead of gospel-motivated. How will those caught up in 
confusion about gender or sexual identity ever learn of the love 
and transforming power of Jesus Christ if Christians are 
unwilling to love them and befriend them? Do we believe that 
the Bible teaches that if people are gay, bi-sexual, transgender 
etc, that there is no hope for them in Christ? Will they go to Hell 
because of these things or is it because of unbelief? Will 
abortions cease because a candidate is pro-life? Is the best way 
to fight abortion in the legislature? A friend of mine once said in 
a sermon on abortion, “There will never be a decrease in 
abortion until there is an increase in redemption.” Our hearts 
should break for those caught up in the lies of the enemy and 
we should ask God to give us his love for them. None of the 
candidates offered Jesus Christ as the solution to the misery 
and degradation of a large percentage of our population 
because they don’t see that He is.   

Verse 1 of an old hymn written 
by Edward Mote  (1797-1874) 

My hope is built on nothing less than 
Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking 
sand, all other ground is sinking sand. 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' 
name. 
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Blessings! 

Mike Moffitt 

Continued from previous page                                                                                

 

 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Psalm 119:105 

Fishermen 
Stan Rasberry 

 

The Fishermen are casting nets of a 
different kind – a kind that catches 
men rather than fish.  We meet at the 
home of Ben and Sandra Ward at 8 
am Wednesday mornings between 
Labor Day and Memorial Day.  The 
invitation is open to all men who are 
willing to be caught up in the arms of 
Jesus. Each meeting has a time of  

prayer, a time of study, and a time of coffee and 
fellowship. The importance of men joining in 
prayer for their families, friends, and Jesus’ work 
in the world can never be overstated.  For too 
long, men in the church have let this responsibility 
fall upon the women to bear alone.  Now the men 
seek to shoulder their share of this important 
responsibility. Individuals in the group work in a 
variety of ministries and part of the prayer effort is 
directed toward those works.  The individual 
involvements span a range of services including 
food bank, school programs, teaching, cooking 
for the church, community outreach, prison 
ministry, and caring for the sick. The group meets 
in a Holy Spirit-led way, without a designated 
chairman.  We follow the Spirit’s leading to study 
a book of the Bible or a theme in it, completing 
the Gospel of Mark in 2016. 
 

This year, under the leadership of Harrison 
Williams and Ernie Proctor, we have also 
participated in Morning Prayer, following the draft 
Anglican Prayer Book.   If you are a man wishing 
to experience and share God’s love, join in with 
the Fishermen. 

“Come follow me,” Jesus said,  
“and I will make you fishers of men.” 

At once they left their nets  
and followed him. 

Mark 1:17-18 

 The reality is that this is not the responsibility of the 
government but of the church. My heart is broken for those 
who are grieving because of the choice that was made for 
president, but it is equally broken for those who are rejoicing 
that their candidate won. The truth is that no one has won 
anything of substance and there has never been a greater 
need for Christians to fall on their knees and cry out to God for 
help and mercy as there is today. Washington, D.C. cannot 
solve the real issues of our country, only Jesus can. If we 
really intend to be the Light of Christ to our community, we 
must also make sure to be so to each other. No one has the 
right to suggest to anyone else that their commitment to Jesus 
is measured by who they voted for. We should not evaluate 
anyone based on their political leanings, and we will never be 
a church that has compassion for the lost until we learn to love 
all people no matter where they are in life. I would hope to see 
more and more of our congregation showing up for the 
Wednesday morning prayer as we cry out to God to change 
us and give us his love and heart for each other and those in 
our country and world. 

  

Check out 
the new 

sign  
at the 

intersection 
of  

Route 360  
and  

Route 200  
in Burgess, 
courtesy of 

Ward  
and  
Judy 

LeHardy! 

 I would also like to suggest that each of us take the 
time to get away and seek the voice and peace of God. It will 
do wonders for your level of stress and your ability to see 
those around you through the eyes of God. 
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The 2017 Coffee Hour Sign Up 
sheet will be up in the parish 
hall beginning on Sunday, 
December 11th. Please sign 
up to help with this important 
ministry! 

Coffee Hour Sign Up 

 

Healing Ministry 
 
WHO:   Altar rail ministers and anyone at Light of 
Christ Anglican Church who wants to learn more 
about the healing ministry and how to be more 
effective in our prayers for others.    
 

WHAT:  The purpose is to allow the Lord to develop 
a core group of believers who feel called to the 
healing ministry and who desire to make 
themselves more available to the Holy Spirit. 
 

WHERE:  At Light of Christ 
 

WHEN:   Twice a month, possibly more, we will 
gather for a two-hour meeting for instruction using 
the teaching School of Healing Prayer by Francis 
and Judith MacNutt.  The day of the week is to be 
determined and we will begin in January. 
 

WHY:  The Lord is calling us to have a healing 
ministry at LOC and He is faithful to prepare us for 
the days ahead.   
 

Please contact Gayle Marston at sam@nnwifi.com 
or by phone 453-3524  if you are interested or have 
any questions.  

From Joan Blackstone:  
 

I have just received a copy of Terry Beatley’s 
book  entitled  What If We’ve Been Wrong? 
Keeping my Promise to America’s “Abortion 
King.”    Terry has spoken at our church about the 
history of the abortion movement. When she 
interviewed Dr. Bernard Nathanson, the so-called 
“Abortion King,” before his death in 2011, he asked 
her to tell the world about the deceptive information 
on abortion that he helped publicize before his 
change of heart. With the development of 
ultrasound in the 1970’s, Nathanson, a doctor who 
performed abortions as well as a strident abortion 
activist, realized his error, renounced his abortion 
activist views, and took up the pro-life cause. He 
wrote pro-life books, and he directed and narrated 
pro-life films such as The Silent Scream. He called 
abortion “the most atrocious holocaust in the 
history of the United States.” 

All women are invited to come to an Advent 
Service of Lessons and Carols in the Parish Hall 
on Saturday, December 10th. We will begin at 
10:30 a.m. and a lunch will follow, prepared and 
served by John Powers and a few of his merry 
men! We do ask, if you are able to do so, that you 
bring a newborn baby 
gift, or a monetary 
donation, for the 
Richmond Pregnancy 
Center. This is the 
wonderfu l  min istry 
organization that we 
h a v e  b e e n  i n 
relationship with this 
past year supporting 
their efforts to promote 
life and help those 
women who choose to 
bring new life into the 
world over abortion. We’ll also decorate the parish 
Christmas tree, using the beautiful Christian 
ornaments from last year! 

New Book Out! 

 

Sunday, December 11th is the date of 

our Annual Meeting following the  

10 a.m. worship. At this time, we will 

elect two new vestry members and 

receive reports about our many Light 

of Christ ministries. Lunch will follow 

the meeting. Please come! 
 can order it for yourself at www.abortionking.com. 

Terry Beatley’s book is well written and easy to 
read with lots of suggestions for further study. I will 
be donating a book to our church library, but you 

mailto:sam@nnwifi.com
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The Light of Christ 

Thrift Shop is in 

need of a special 

person, man or 

woman, who is 

somewhat organized 

and has basic 

c o m p u t e r 

knowledge, to put 

t o g e t h e r  o u r 

volunteer schedule for each month. The task 

involves entering names on a monthly calendar 

and asking volunteers to fill in the vacancies. 

Many of our volunteers have regular weekly 

shifts and there are others who will fill in 

wherever needed. This may be done by phone 

or personal contact, or by email, and is usually 

for two months at a time. Once completed, 

your job is over until the next two-month time 

period rolls around. Volunteers are asked to 

find a replacement if they have a conflict once 

the schedule is out. We are currently asking 

volunteers to fill in the blanks on the schedule 

at the shop, but this needs a point person to 

organize and oversee the process.  

 Here are a few of the benefits:  

It’s a great way to be of service to our shop 

 without being there physically. 

Scheduling can be done from home.  

You get to connect with our many volunteers 

 through phone and/or email contacts.  

It is not overly time consuming.  

 If this sounds like you, please let Suzy 

Norman know, and she will see that you get 

trained. Please prayerfully consider helping in 

this way! 

 
 

Thrift Shop Volunteer 

Needed 

 

This is a fun event in which we all bring cookies to 

sell and then buy back each other’s cookies by 

the pound. A special box of assorted cookies of 

any size is a great gift to give to a friend, or 

homebound person, as a hostess gift, or just to 

eat on the way home!  

This year, the funds form the Cookie Walk will 

supplement the women’s ministry outreach giving, 

and we have designated this money to go to the 

children’s program in Mityana, Uganda, which is 

headed up by Alice Lubega (Rev. Isaac’s wife). 

Alice has approximately 100 children who are 

orphans and foster kids in this program, and our 

donations will assist her in her efforts to have a 

Christmas gift for each child. We hope that many 

of you (men and women both) from Light of Christ 

will participate by baking your favorite cookies and 

then purchasing a box of cookies that you get to 

select! 

From Melinda Floom: Please remember  to take your Sunday 
service bulletin with you each Sunday and give it to someone 
who is unable to attend church due to illness, physical 
limitations, jobs, etc.  You will be sharing God's message and 
helping to spread the Good News. 

 

From Irene Haley,  
Captain of Hospitality Team 2 (“Ruth”) 
 
Thank you to Charlaine and Bill Andrulot 
and Priscilla and Harrison Williams for 
setting up the parish hall for our Veteran’s 
Day lunch.  
Thank you also to Team 2 “Ruth “ for all 
you did to prepare food and help me set up 
and clean up on that day. 
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Ninety-five  and still alive  

                                A Memoir 

 

  

 

Mission Report  
from  

Carolyn Costello 

 The most exciting thing that has happened around the Cerar household 

lately is the publication of Marion‘s (Lynne’s Mom’s) new book, entitled Ninety-

Five and Still Alive.  It is subtitled “A Memoir,” although it is more than that.  It is 

a testimony to the faithfulness of God in the life of a believer who put herself in 

His hands.  Marion’s life is well worth reading about. Her parents were German 

immigrants, and during the Great Depression, her father insisted that she get a 

college education.  She graduated in 1942 from Washington State University 

with a bachelor’s degree in Home Economics.  In 1943, she married an army 

by 

Marion Ortner Mitchell 

officer who was preparing to go to the war in Europe.   After her husband returned from the Second World 
War, he pursued his career as a metallurgical engineer.  His job took them to remote mining camps and 
many other places.  One of their adventures was moving to Cuba with their three children during the 
revolution, where her husband was manager at an American nickel processing plant in Nicaro. 
 Marion’s story takes on great poignancy as she speaks of the loss of her older son and then, just 
24 months later, her husband.  This was when she fell on her face before the Lord and asked Him to 
show her the way forward.  For the next 26 years, she spent every April through October as the sole 
resident of an island in Washington state near the Canadian and Idaho borders.  Her pioneer-like spunk 
that we have all come to love is obvious in the tales she tells of the island.  And always, her Lord was her 
companion. 
 The book, published by Northumberland Historic Press, is available from Amazon.com for $10.00.  
If you want a copy and are not an internet person, give Marion a call, and she will either have some 
copies or tell you who is selling them locally. All profit from the sale of this book will go to the Light of 
Christ Building Fund.  
             Jeffrey Cerar 

I want to thank you, my church family, for your faithful support of Joni and Friends Wheels for the World.  
I had a wonderful time serving the Lord in Lima, Peru. With our mission partners at Inglesia Alianza 
Cristiana y Misionera and Corozones Unidos, we ministered to 163 individuals and their families, 
providing 153 wheelchairs as well as walkers, crutches, and canes. In addition, all received Spanish 
Bibles, and 137 people trusted Jesus Christ as their Savior. Praise the Lord! 
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          Name of Donor(s) _____________________________________   
 
           Phone Number________________________________________ 
 

           In □memory OR in □honor of _____________________________________________ 
   (please check one) 
             
   _____________________________________________________________ 
                            
 

The information you provide above will be printed in the  
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship bulletins.  

The deadline for the information is Sunday, December 18th. 
Please place a completed form and your donation  

in the offering plate OR in the basket provided on the counter in the narthex.  
 

Thank you. 

Christmas Poinsettias 
to remember or honor loved ones 

and beautify the sanctuary 
for Christmas worship 

  

A Thanksgiving Thank You 
 Fifty-six people happily 

j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  o n 

Thanksgiving Day to partake 

of a delicious dinner, thanks to 

the hard work and generosity of our hosts, John and 

Bill Powers. Bill went out of his way to decorate and 

organize and publicize the event, and, in fact, was head 

chef, much to John’s delight. And people were happy 

to bring their favorite traditional Thanksgiving side 

dishes and desserts. We were treated to turkey and all 

the accompanying delectable trimmings including 

Portuguese dressing, pumpkin biscuits, several green 

bean and sweet potato casseroles, macaroni and 

cheese, several kinds of pie, a stunning Brownie/

pudding/whipped cream concoction, and all of 

everything a person could ever want. What a fine way 

to spend the day—basking in the Lord’s blessing of 

such ample provision of food and friends and faith. 

A Library Thank You 
 During the past month, we have received nearly 200 

additions to our Light of Christ library, thanks in great 

part to the generosity of Craig and Donna Soule, 

who went through their extensive collection of 

Christian books and donated many of them to our 

library. A sampling of titles includes 
Can a Smart Person Believe in God?  

 by Michael Guillen,  

Prayer by Richard Foster  

Have You Felt Like Giving Up Lately?  

 by David Wilkerson  

Two Sexes One Flesh: Why the Church Cannot 

Bless Same-Sex Marriages by Stephen F. Noll  

How To Be Happy Though Married  

 by Tim LaHaye 

Preachers Are People Too! by Dr. Gerald G. Loyd 

We also received wonderful donations from Henry 

Fife, Harrison Williams, and Mary Swann. 

 



8 

 
 

 
Heaven  

By Randy Alcorn 
Reviewed by Ernie Proctor 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Reader, 
 

 After reading this book, your reviewer thinks it is fair to say that you will find it a marvelously 
knowledge-expanding and edifying work. It dispelled much of the reviewer’s half-formed notions of life 
after death, and replaced them with a new sense of the wonderful resurrected life that our Lord has 
purchased and prepared for us to enjoy with Him forever on the New Earth. 
 The writer suggests that the present Heaven and the new Heaven are not the same. God’s 
renewal plan involves bringing Heaven and the new Earth together in the same dimension. The old earth 
will pass away (Rev. 21:1) to be replaced with a restored New Earth. There will be a merging of realms 
under the kingship of our Jesus. There will be one cosmos (renewed, of course), one universe, united 
under one Head. Earth will be resurrected when we are. The Great Day of the Lord indeed! The old 
Curse will have been lifted! No more will the thorns and thistles infest our ground. 
 Your reviewer’s only problem with this writer is the latter’s invitation for us to use our imaginations 
concerning our lives on the New Earth. Imagining that which is not supported by Scripture makes error 
possible, if not probable. Your reviewer thinks it enough for us to realize that “what we will be has not yet 
appeared” (1 John 3:2). For example, the writer speculates that some things on earth now may not be 
permanently destroyed. He states that the present earth is not to be permanently destroyed by God’s 
fire, but cleansed, as Noah’s flood did (2 Peter 3:6-7), and then renewed and transformed. 
 An area that the writer does not explore is our spiritual state between death and the resurrection. 
He terms that a transitional state of being. Since the Scriptures are largely silent about that, except for a 
few tantalizing hints, the writer has done well to avoid it in your reviewer’s opinion. It is enough to know 
that we who believe are already in Heaven, seated with Christ there (Ephesians 2:6). 
 There are other fascinating previews in this book. We are said to be Christ’s apprentices now, 
learning the bases for our future joyful work for Him on the New Earth. We, as saints of the Most High by 
His grace, will rule on the New Earth forever. 
 In addition to plentiful quotes from Scripture, Mr. Alcorn quotes from C.S. Lewis, John Donne, and 
others gone before us who have had glimpses of the Reality to come. 
 The writer asks some tantalizing questions. For example: will animals be resurrected? My old 
Lab? Dinosaurs? See page 398 for that. What will we remember? Will there be sex? For that, your 
reviewer invites your attention to page 352, et seq. (no fair reading that before reading the whole book). 
Remember, dear reader, don’t imagine that upon which the Scriptures are silent. 
 This book is nothing if not well worth the reading. If you are at all like your reviewer, you will put 
the book down with a new appreciation for what our  Lord Christ has done for us and is preparing for us. 
The new life that we will know in the New Earth will be spectacular. Anticipate the Great Adventure with 
your Great Savior and Lord! 
 
        Respectfully submitted by your fellow servant, 
        Ernie Proctor 

Editor’s Note:  This book is available for check out from our Light of Christ library,  
as are all books we offer for review in our newsletter. 
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           The 2016 Synod of the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic (DOMA) was held at 

All Saints’ Church in Woodbridge, Virginia on November 18-19, 

2016.  Attendees from Light of Christ were the Rev. Mike and Teresa 

Moffitt, Ward and Judy LeHardy, Bart and Leslye Morrison, Deacon Mary 

Swann, the Rev. Rocky Sendegeya, (who was visiting Light of Christ from the 

Diocese of Mityana in Uganda), and I.  As the legislative body of the Diocese, 

the Synod adopts canons (our governing rules), approves the budget, and takes 

action where necessary in support of the Diocese. The Synod consist of clergy 

and lay orders. The clergy order includes the bishop, priests, and deacons of the diocese. The lay 

delegates from Light of Christ for this year were Judy LeHardy and I, with Bart Morrison as the 

alternate. The clergy delegates were Mike Moffitt and Mary Swann.   The Synod is a great event with 

great music, Bible teaching, special breakout sessions, and many exhibits from Anglican mission 

agencies.  Seeing all the diocesan priests and deacons process into the sanctuary the first night was a 

wonderful sight.  The music was superb and very Godly and was provided by a small group made up of two 

v i o l i n s ,  a  g u i t a r ,  p i a n o ,  d r u m s  a n d  a  l e a d  s i n g e r . 

     The Holy Eucharist sermon was provided by the Rev. Johnny Kurcina.  His subject was how to 

evangelize the millennial generation by understanding their culture, and he suggested that we stick to the 

word "JESUS" and told us not to be afraid. The Morning Prayer sermon was given by the Rev. Jim 

Beavers. His message was to find the lost that are walking on the narrow edge of life who are not sure of 

     

2016  DOMA Synod Report 
 Submitted by Jim Logan, Delegate 

 

which way to go. 

 Bishop Guernsey's message, delivered at the close of the Synod on Saturday afternoon, was to 

bring forth fruit from around the world and make disciples. The Anglican Church in North America 

(ACNA) loves evangelism, wants to become more aware of young people's culture, and wants to promote 

multi-ethnic activities. A highlight of the Synod was to ratify the admission of two new churches: 

Church of the Word in Gainesville, Virginia and Redeemer Anglican Church in  Richmond, Virginia. 

Bishop Guernsey announced that the new ACNA Book of Common Prayer will be out in 2019. Elections 

were held for the Standing Committee, Constitution and Canons Committee, and Provincial Assembly 

members. The Bishop’s budget was presented and approved. The Diocese requested a yearly pledge from 

each church in the diocese of 4.1% of their operating budget.  This did not change from last year. 

        The Great Commission Committee’s functions are very extensive. The committee supports new and 

existing congregations in providing facilities and equipment, new church personnel expenses, coaching, 

scholarships and outreach events, and leadership and training. Having churches (called “Incubator 

Churches”) that will provide support to new church plants is part of the 2017 vision for the Great 

Commission Committee.  

 Examples of workshops that we attended include Exploring Lay Ministries, Re-Missioning, Fresh 

Ways to Ignite Evangelism, and Finishing Life God’s Way. Some of the Anglican mission agencies with 

exhibits at Synod include Anglican Frontier Missions (AFM), Anglicans for Life, Barnabas Aid, Five 

Talents International, Sharing Ministries Abroad (SOMA), and Uganda Christian University Partners. 

 Overall, the Synod was wonderful, and we look forward to each year’s event. If you would like 

more information on the workshops or the exhibitors, please see me or Judy LeHardy. 
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The Reason for Joy at Christmas 
Submitted by Jim Sanderlin 

 

 The simple truth that the Maker of  the stars and seas came to earth to dwell among us is 
nonpariel. Nothing can compare to it. It is the game changer for all time. 
 

 The poet gives a nod to our modern doubt, saying, ‘And is it true?’ and repeating the question in 
the next verse, saying,  ‘And is it true? For if  it is . . .’ The poem concludes on a more positive note, but 
the affirmation is based upon the poet’s answer to this question, the most important question of  all time 
and one that each person must answer for himself. God became man and dwelt on earth with us. And 
He will come again to claim us. 
 

The bells of waiting Advent ring, 
   The Tortoise stove is lit again 
And lamp-oil light across the night 
   Has caught the streaks of winter rain 
In many a stained-glass window sheen 
From Crimson Lake to Hooker’s Green. 
 
The holly in the windy hedge 
   And round the Manor House the yew 
Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge, 
   The altar, font and arch and pew, 
So that the villagers can say 
‘The church looks nice’ on Christmas Day. 
 
Provincial public houses blaze 
   And Corporation tramcars clang, 
On lighted tenements I gaze 
   Where paper decorations hang, 
And bunting in the red Town Hall 
Says ‘Merry Christmas to you all.’ 
 
And London shops on Christmas Eve 
   Are strung with silver bells and flowers 
As hurrying clerks the City leave 
   To pigeon-haunted classic towers, 
And marbled clouds go scudding by 
The many-steepled London sky. 

And girls in slacks remember Dad, 
   And oafish louts remember Mum, 
And sleepless children’s hearts are glad, 
   And Christmas-morning bells say ‘Come!’ 
Even to the shining ones who dwell 
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel. 
 
And is it true? And is it true, 
   This most tremendous tale of all, 
Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue, 
   A Baby in an ox’s stall? 
The Maker of the stars and sea 
Become a Child on earth for me? 
 
And is it true? For if it is, 
   No loving fingers tying strings 
Around those tissued fripperies, 
   The sweet and silly Christmas things, 
Bath salts and inexpensive scent 
And hideous tie so kindly meant. 
 
No love that in a family dwells,   
   No carolling in frosty air, 
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells 
   Can with this simple truth compare – 
That God was Man in Palestine 
And lives today in Bread and Wine. 
    John Betjeman 

 

Bethlehem,” Christina Rossetti’s “In the Bleak Midwinter,”  or John Henry Hopkins, Jr.’s  “We Three 
Kings of  Orient Are.” All of  these are magnificent poems. I sing them heartily each year beginning the 
day after Thanksgiving as I go about my daily life. But my favorite Christmas poem is more modern, 
not set to music, but set to my heart. In it the poet, John Betjeman, deals with the mundane and the 
sublime in dramatic fashion. The poem is entitled “Christmas.” 

My all-time favorite Christmas poem is not “The Night Before Christmas,” though 
it remains a favorite. Nor any of  the great Christmas carols—Wesley’s “Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing” set to music by Mendelssohn; or Watts’ “Joy to the World,” set 
to music by Handel. And not forgetting Philips Brooks’ “O Little Town of    
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Altar Guild  

Week One   Charlaine Andrulot, Teresa Moffitt  
Week Two Marie Carstensen, Gayle Marston 
Week Three Wendy Smith, Suzy Norman 
Week Four Judy LeHardy 
 

Counters 

December  Jan Beckett and Margaret Radcliffe 
 

Coffee Hour 
Dec.    4 Hospitality Team #1 (“Phoebe”) 
Dec.  11 Hospitality Team #3 (“Susanna”) 
Dec.  18  
Dec.  25 No Coffee Hour this day  
  
 

Altar Rail Ministers 
Dec.    4 Tom and Elaine Price 
Dec.  11 Stan and Judy Rasberry 
Dec.  18 Walt and Phyllis TeStrake 
Dec.  25 Sam and Gayle Marston 
 

Vestry Person on Duty 
Dec.    4 Sam Marston 
Dec.  11 Eleanor Semerjian 
Dec.  18 Bart Morrison 
Dec.  24 Randy Smith 
Dec.  25 Jane Wrightson 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Acolytes 
Dec.    4 Tommy Kimmitt 
Dec.  11 LeAnn Nguyen 
Dec.  18 Chris Cralle 
Dec.  24 Hannah Hamlett 
Dec.  25 Timmy Kimmitt 
Jan.    1 Tommy Kimmitt 
 

Lesson Readers  

Dec.    4 Sandi Ward (L) 
  Bart Morrison (P)   
Dec.  11 Charlaine Andrulot (L) 
  Phyllis TeStrake (P) 
Dec.  18 Marie Carstensen (L) 
  Al Carstensen (P) 
Dec.  24 Joan Blackstone (L) 
  Tony Blackstone (P) 
Dec.  25 Lynne Cerar (L) 
                       (P) 
Jan.    1 Irene Haley (L) 
  Betty Dillingham (P) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Dec.    4 Frank McCarthy 
Dec.  11 Harrison and Priscilla Williams 
Dec.  18 Fred Woodard, Elaine Price 
Dec.  24 Ward LeHardy, Lucy Logan 
Dec.  25  Frank McCarthy 
  Constance McDearmon 
 

Ushers  
Dec.    4 Herb and Pam Smith 
Dec.  11 David Gwaltney, Ed Feddeman 
Dec.  18 Stan Rasberry, Ed Costello 
Dec.  24 George Beckett, Lyn Neira 
Dec.  25 Dick and Barbara Seed 
Jan.    1 John Powers, Constance McDearmon 
 

 

Greeters 
Dec.    4 Julie Pritchard, Doris Myers 
Dec.  11 Stan Rasberry, Marie Carstensen 
Dec.  18  Howard and Lynn York  
Dec.  24 Julie Pritchard, Doris Myers 
Dec.  25 Ed Feddeman, Judy LeHardy 
Jan.    1 Ernie Proctor, Judy LeHardy 
 

Nursery 
Dec.    4 Constance McDearmon, Gayle Marston 
Dec.  11 Doris Myers, Margaret Radcliffe 
Dec.  18 Julie Pritchard, Margaret Radcliffe 
Dec.  24 No nursery this day 
Dec.  25 No nursery this day 
Jan.    1 Jeannette Cralle, Laura Woodard 
 
 

 
 

Dec.     1 John Radcliffe 
Dec.     2 Bob Norman, Fred Woodard 
Dec.   10 Jim Logan 
Dec.   12 Pat Brennan, Hunter Manson 
Dec.   13 Laddie Townshend 
Dec.   17 Daniel Mochamps 
Dec.   18 Carl Smith 
Dec.   23 Veronica Brennan Walsh 
Dec.   26 Ernie Proctor 
Dec.   27 Jan Beckett, Ward LeHardy,  
  Hannah Hamlett, Marion Mitchell, 
  Rick Saunders 

Dec.    6 Rick and Susan Saunders  
Dec.  13 Doug Smoot and Constance McDearmon 
Dec.  19 James and Veronica Walsh 
Dec.  28 Tony and Joan Blackstone 

 

Happy December Anniversaries! 

 

Happy December Birthdays! 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 

9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

 

 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship  
 

 
 

Saturday, December 24th 
5:00 p.m. 

at Light of Christ Anglican Church 

Sunday, December 25th 
10:00 a.m. 

Christmas Day Worship  

 

at Light of Christ Anglican Church 

 

Please come  
and  

bring your family! 


