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Mike’s Message 
 

Greetings in Christ to my 
soon-to-be new friends and 
fellow laborers in His name! I 
received a text recently from 
Suzy Norman, editor of The 
Beacon, informing me that 

she would like me to write an article for the January 
newsletter, since by that time, God willing, I will be 
the new rector of Light of Christ Anglican Church. 
She gave me the traditional deadline and asked 
that I come up with something “pithy.” I chuckled to 
myself and then went to look up the word “pithy.” 
I’m sure that most of you are aware of its meaning 
but just in case you aren’t, this is it: succinct; terse; 
concise; compact - in other words, short and sweet. 
Well, that I can do and also, thanks to Suzy, I now 
have another word to add to my vocabulary. 
 
In thinking about what I would want to write to you, 
I decided to share the emotions that my wife, 
Teresa (whom you are going to love), and I have 
been experiencing as of late. We knew from the 
beginning of the application process that God was 
building within us an expectation that we would be 
called to LOC to serve. We dearly love the 
congregation that we have been serving in 
Roanoke, and, as you are probably experiencing 
with Jeffrey retiring, departing is painful. I love to 
pray and I have spent a lot of time on my knees 
about this and God has given me a sense of peace 
but more importantly, an expectant heart. I have 
loved reading and hearing of the journey that LOC 
has been on the past few years and I love that you 
chose to follow Jesus even though it cost you a 
great deal. I can get on board with folks who have 
that kind of heart and passion for God. We are 
coming to you because we believe that God has 
called us, and that has been confirmed by your 
search committee and vestry. I have this feeling 
way down deep that God is up to something and 
we will see him move in our midst in new, powerful, 
and exciting ways.  
 
I’m a big fan of J.R.R Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings 
series and I was reminded recently of one 
particular scene in Book 4, chapter 7. Two hobbits, 
Sam and Frodo, are on a frightening yet compelling 
adventure and find themselves in the shadow of 
Mordor, a land of great evil, but they are there on 
an important mission. It’s at this point that Sam 

says, “I wonder what sort of tale we’ve fallen into.” 
It’s a wonderful question because it assumes that 
there is a story going on that is larger than 
originally suspected. I think that is most likely true 
for us as well, and I am honored that I will be with 
those who have shown they are up to it, those who 
have been trained to fight with the love and power 
of the Holy Spirit within them. We serve an 
amazing God who is willing to use us in ways that 
we can’t even imagine.  
 
Blessings, 
Mike 
 

Philippians 1:3-6 
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all 
my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy because of your partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now, being confident of this, that 
he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 

 

 

 

 

Don't forget to sign up to host Coffee Hour in 

2016.  It doesn’t  have to be fancy; just use the 

coffee and cookies, etc. available in the church 

pantry! The point is to have fellowship together. 

You're sure to enjoy working in our wonderful new 

kitchen! Thank you.  

Judy LeHardy 

A note from the Junior Warden 
 

Isn’t our new  church wonderful? Just like moving 
into a new house, we may find things that need 
tweaking. I would like to ask for your help should you 
find any such problem. Please do not make any 
changes to the building and/or property for anything, 
even something that may seem small or 
insignificant. We do not want to void our warranties 
or contractual agreements on the building or building 
systems, and need to maintain a record of issues. 
Please call me if you discover a problem.  
Harrison Williams 580-4540 
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Thank You 
Dear Friends: 
 I wanted to write to each of you who sent me 
cards and notes of sympathy on Walter’s passing. All 
of a sudden I realized there were too many. I was 
overwhelmed by the Christian love shown to me. I 
thank you all. 
 Then there were the women of the church and 
the hospitality team 3 who prepared such a lovely 
reception. My family and I were very grateful. 
 May the Lord bless you and keep you today 

and always. 
  With my love, 
  Janet Eichacker 
  
 Thank you, dear friends for the privilege of 

serving God at your side these many years.  And 
thank you for the lovely party on December 17, which 
touched us deeply.  The obvious love that went into 
the planning of that evening, and the good fun we 
shared, will always make us smile.  We shall cherish 

the replica of the sanctuary cross, by which we will 
remember our journey together.  We will thank our 
God every time we remember you.  In all our prayers 
for all of you, we always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now, being confident of this, that he who began a 
good work in you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus.  It is right for us to feel this 
way about all of you, since we have you in our 
hearts.  

Love, 

Jeff and Lynne Cerar 

 
To the Women of LOC, 
 The leadership team of the women’s ministry 
surprised me with a gift of ballroom dance lessons on 
behalf of the women of Light of Christ. This was a 
perfect gift and one I appreciate so much. You are all 
special to me and I love serving beside you in 

everything we do as we care for one another and seek 

to bring glory to God in all things. 
 As I said at the Christmas gathering, there 
are insights learned through dancing that can be 
applied to my Christian walk. My favorite one is to 
get centered with God before we step out ahead of 
him. Things go better when we are aligned with God. 
 Thank you all for your support and 
encouragement when I most need it. You are the best 
group of women, and the Christ-light shines brightly 

in you. I’ll think of you when I’m dancing! 
 

  In Christ’s love, 

  Mary  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 Through our good friend Ingrid Manson, there has 

been a long and good connection between  the Congregation 

of Light of Christ in Virginia and us here in Germany.  

 Ingrid is one of my former schoolmates, and we both 

come from a small town in the State of Hesse in Germany.  

 My wife, Heidi, is suffering from cancer and is on 

your congregational prayer list, thanks to our dear friend. 

Many sisters and brothers from different churches in 

Germany, and many friends are praying for Heidi. Some of 

these praying people are from the Reformed Episcopal 

Church in Germany, a small church, where I am a member 

as well. 

 Now it is time to thank you for your prayers. We do 

this wholeheartedly, and we are very happy about this prayer 

service across the big ocean. May the Almighty God bless 

you and your whole congregation. 

 With your intercessions you are fulfilling the demand 

of the Apostle who writes in James 5:16:"Therefore ... pray 

for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous person is powerful and effective." 

 Up to now the cancer did not progress any further, 

which indicates that the Lord has been answering our 

prayers until today. 

 We are greeting you in the love of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

   Sincerely yours, 

   Heiner and Heidi Lingener 

 

 

 

Thank you. Thank you, Thank you! 

 I would like to thank those of you who worked so 

diligently to make Jeffrey’s retirement party such a success. 

It could not have been done without each and every one of 

you! Mary Swann and I worked together beautifully and 

everything came together without a glitch! It was a perfect 

evening in every aspect! I think Jeff and Lynne were pleased 

and honored. 

 Pauline Edmonds: Thank you for your organizational 

skills—you kept us all in line and you did a beautiful job on 

the table decorations. You went above and beyond. Thanks 

also to your team of merry elves for all the work they did. 

 Thank you to the ladies in the kitchen—helpful 

beyond words. 

 I could have not asked for more willing help to make 

this evening a rousing success! 

 To have the cooperation of all the folks in this church 

is a blessing beyond words. I am so grateful to have had the 

honor of working with you. 

 Well done, servants of Light of Christ! 

 

   Elaine Price 
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JEFFREY’S JOURNAL 

A Prayer as I Retire 
The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar 

 
 Who am I ,  O 
Sovereign LORD, and what 

is my family, that you have brought me this 
far?  Is this your usual way of dealing with man, O 
Sovereign LORD?  What more can I say to you? 
For you know your servant, O Sovereign 
LORD.  For the sake of your word and according 
to your will, you have done this great thing and 
made it known to your servant.  How great you 
are, O Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, 
and there is no God but you, as we have heard 
with our own ears.  And who is like your people 
Israel....? (2 Samuel 7:18-23):   
 
 Who is like your people Light of Christ 
Anglican Church, O Lord?  You have blessed me 
to be the Pastor among these people these 19 ½ 
years.  And I have come before you time after 
time seeking your blessing upon them and upon 
me as their leader.  Always, you have answered.  
Always, you have poured out your love upon us. 
   
You have guided us, Lord, whenever we have 
sought your face.   
 You have led us through the wilderness.   
 You have shown us the truth upon which to 

take our stand.   
 You have kindled in our hearts a hunger for 

your Word, and you have given us many Bible 
Study groups. 

 You have shown your favor upon our 
members by calling them to do great things for 
you.  And from these calls have come our 
ministry. 

 You have answered when I prayed for a vision 
for this community of believers. 

 You have answered when we asked you what 
our new name should be. 

 You have answered when we put the decision 
of our new rector into your hands. 

 
You have provided for us, Lord. 
 You have given us members who are gifted, 

talented, generous and willing. 
 Always, our members’ pledges were enough, 

and you always gave them what they needed 
to meet their pledges. 

 

 You have given us money to help our gospel 
partners in their ministries. 

 You provided for us when our bank accounts 
were taken from us. 

 You provided a home for us at First Baptist 
Church when we lost our building. 

 You have given us a beautiful new home for 
the launch pad of our ministry to our 
community and to the world. 
 

You have taught us to love.  
 We love you with our whole heart, soul, mind 

and strength.  Our testimonies are powerful, 
and our commitment to praising you and 
worshiping you is strong. 

 We love one another, and we are there for one 
another in time of need. 

 We love our neighbor, and you have increased 
our willingness to show that love by sacrificial 
service and giving. 

 
You have comforted us 
 When we have been maligned, 
 When we have lost the fruit of our giving and 

our labor, 
 When people with whom we once worshiped 

broke fellowship with us, 
 When we have gathered to mourn the loss of 

loved ones. 
 
 And as for me, your servant, Lord, who am I 
that you should so favor me?  You have trusted 
me with your treasure, the people of this 
worshiping community.  You have made me better 
than I am: more loving, more courageous, more 
forward thinking, more global in my perspective.  
Lord, this has not just been a job for me.  It has 
been a vocation, a calling, a privilege and a joy.  
  
 Now, Lord, be pleased to bless this house, 
the people of Light of Christ Anglican Church, that 
they may continue to prosper in their faith, and 
may become more and more a blessing to this 
sinful and broken world by the sharing of your 
love, your truth and your joy.  To you, O God, be 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Two Big Events in January 
 

Thursday, January 21, 2016 
 
 “Summit 2016 Mobilizing the Church for Life” (9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) will be held at the new location 
of The Falls Church (Anglican) in Falls Church, Virginia, sponsored by the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic 
(DOMA) and Anglicans for Life. The morning sessions will focus on beginning-of-life concerns and the 
afternoon on end-of-life concerns. The keynote speaker will be John Stonestreet, a young Anglican and 
president of the Charles Colson Center for Christian Worldview. 
 
 If you plan to attend the Summit, it is recommended you book a room at the Governor’s Inn near 
The Falls Church (Anglican). Call 703-532-8900 before December 31 for the reduced rate of $79/night for 
ACNA members. 
 
 Dinner on January 21 will be paid for by DOMA, and Bishop Guernsey will be attending. Registration 
fees for the Summit are $25, and to book a seat on the bus to and from the March for Life is $15. 
 
 

Friday, January 22, 2016 
 
 March of Life … walking from the Washington Mall to the Supreme Court in protest of the decision 
made on January 22, 1973 which made abortion legal. Last year 350,000 marched, including 15 Anglican 
bishops and the Archbishop of ACNA. 
 
 On the morning of the March for Life, there will be an Anglican worship service at 9:00 a.m. at 
Columbia Baptist Church in Falls Church, Virginia, where Archbishop Foley Beach will be the preacher. For 
those attending the March, chartered busses will leave from and return to Columbia Baptist Church. 
 
 If you are unable to attend the Summit but would like to participate in the March, there will be a bus 
leaving from St. Francis De Sales Church in Kilmarnock at 8:00 a.m. A bag lunch for the trip to Washington 
is recommended. The bus will return to Kilmarnock about 7:00 p.m., stopping for dinner on the way home. 
There is no charge for the bus, thanks to St. Francis Church. 
 
 Please sign up on the sheets available in the parish hall to indicate which of these events you plan 
to attend. You can register for the Summit and/or the March for Life by going to www.anglicansdoma.org/
summit 2016. 
 
 If you have questions, please contact Ward LeHardy at wardjudy56@hotmail.com. 
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Behold the Mortgage 
By Jan Beckett, Treasurer 

 

The construction phase of God’s Great Project is over and the bills have been paid, leaving us with a debt 
of $911K, lower than our forecast of $985K.  At present, the debt takes the form of cumulative draws on 
which we are paying interest only.  In early 2016, the debt will be converted into a 25-year mortgage at a 
fixed rate of 4.25% for the first ten years.  At the current rate of commitment payments, we can predict that 
the principal amount might be $850K when the mortgage starts in April.  This would mean a monthly 
payment of $4,605. If we could lower the principal even more, the monthly payment obviously falls.  Here 
are some examples of principal amounts and associated monthly payments:   
 

     Monthly     
Principal   Payment   

   825K       4,469 
   800K       4,334 
   700K       3,792 
   627K       3,397    
   600K        3,250 
   550K       2,980 
   500K       2,709   

 
As of the end of November, we had $284K in unpaid commitments, most of which are scheduled to be 
paid during 2016.  To the extent that you can pay your 2016 commitment in the first quarter of the year, it 
would make a major difference in our financial standing as you can see from the above numbers. 
 
I thank God for the huge sacrificial giving of this congregation.  Thanks to you, we have been able to pay 
about 2/3 of the building cost without borrowing.  Be assured that 100% of your contributions have and will 
continue to be applied to real construction expenses and never to interest.  Interest payments must come 
out of operating funds.  Next month, I will report on construction expenses by category.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One More Thank You Note 
From Deacon Georgette Forney, President of Anglicans for Life 

 
 

Dear Fr. Jeff and Light of Christ Congregation, 

 

Thank you for generously supporting the ministry of Anglicans for Life .... especially in the midst of all your 

great parish family is doing … opening new buildings, hiring new leaders!  What dedication to our great 

God and King!  It is an honor to partner with you all for the sake of the Gospel.   

 

May the Lord bless and keep you as you start a new chapter in ministry for life, 

 

Georgette 
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Dear Light of Christ Women, 
We had one of our nicest Christmas 

gatherings on December 12 in our new parish 
hall. Thirty-two women, children and a few men 
participated in a service of Advent lessons and 
carols with Communion, led by our retiring rector, 
the Rev. Jeff Cerar. Several of you mentioned 
your delight in hearing the prophecies 
concerning the birth of Jesus as we prepared our 
hearts to receive him into the world once again. 
Judy Raspberry accompanied our singing on the 
piano in Dixie’s absence. Thank you, Judy, for 
your beautiful music. We sounded like a chorus 
of angels, supported by a few excellent choir 
members and potential choir members! We 
shared refreshments and decorated the 
Christmas tree. We presented gifts on behalf of 
the women’s ministry to Jeff, Lynne, and Marion 
in appreciation for their love and support. Among 
the group were some of our newest women, our 
newest employee with her sister and her son 
Justin, our youngest children, and two of our 
oldest members. It was truly a blessing for us to 
spend time with those who were there. Thank 
you to the women who planned this event and 
provided the refreshments. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Cerar with a gift he received from the women of Light of Christ. 
 

As we move into the new year, the women’s 
leadership team will continue to oversee the thrift 
shop, the finances, our outreach contributions, and 
the planning of events and projects related to 
women’s ministry, including the neighborhood care 
groups. We have discussed a focus for 2016 on 
right-to-life issues as our culture is showing an 
increasing disregard for God-given life. Please 
plan to join us for the March for Life on January 22, 
and/or the Summit on January 21. We would love 
to have many of our women supporting these 
events. 

Jeanne Hickey and Donna Soule continue 
to support the coordinators of the neighborhood 
care groups. You can get to know those who live in 
your area, especially our newest women, through 
these groups. We hope the groups will become the 
heart of our congregation, caring for those within 
the LOC family. The leadership team for the 
women’s ministry for the past year has included 
Melinda Floom, Suzy Norman, Eleanor Semerjiian, 
and Donna Soule. This is a great team of faithful 
servants, and we can all thank them for the 
women’s events throughout the year. We need two 
more women to join the leadership team this year 
to give Eleanor and Donna a break. Please let one 
of us know if you are interested. It is fun, 
rewarding, and not too demanding on time. 

This has been a great year and 2016 
promises to be just as exciting for the women of 
Light of Christ as we love and serve the Lord 
together. 

In Christ’s Love, 
Mary Swann 

Marion Mitchell and Lynne Cerar with gifts they received  
from the women of Light of Christ. 
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Angels in Our Midst 
 

When the time came for my mother to have 
surgery at St. Mary's Hospital in Richmond, I 
began to search for a place to stay. It was with 
great relief that I found out that a guest house was 
available for those families living over 30 miles 
from the hospital. From beginning to end (a total of 
6 days for our family,) we were aware that the 
Evelyn D. Reinhart Guest House was a Godsend. 
The warm and friendly staff went way beyond 
hospitality, the furnishings and amenities were not 
only comfortable, but soothing to body and soul, 
and the convenience made it possible for us to rest 
between stints at our Mom's bedside. We are so 
grateful! 
 
One afternoon I retreated to the upstairs sitting 
room where I found an intriguing coffee table book 
entitled Angels In Our Midst. https://
anneneilsonhome.com Artist Anne Nielson's 
impressionist angels and her fascinating journey 
filled the pages and, with each page turn, my joy 
and wonder increased. Anne's bio told me that she 
lived in Charlotte (where our son and his family 
live) and that she had been a teacher and artist (as 
I have been.) I learned that she was a Christian 
and that prayer was an integral part of her life. I 
loved the story of her family's prayerful house 
hunt, their hope to have Young Life meetings and 
Bible studies there, and the sign of grace on the 
tree out front. Finding Anne's book in the Reinhart 
House was a sign of grace for me, a visible sign of 
the faith that prepared this home away from home 
for us and others who were walking through a 
valley.  
 
Anne's inspired angels have blessed so many 
charities, among them some dear to my heart as 
well, especially Presbyterian Hospital where all 
four of our grandsons were born. When Anne 
spoke of her good friends Francis and Judyth 
McNutt and their incomparable ministry of healing, 
(Christian Healing Ministries,  
www.christianhealingmin.org ) my heart soared. 
But it was the discovery that Anne's mother is Joy 
Lamb, author of The Sword of the Spirit, that 
caused me to laugh out loud! My dog-eared copy 
of that prayer-changing book was lying on the 
passenger seat of my car in the parking lot! I can't 
count the number of people I have either gifted 
with this book or to whom I have recommended it!  

We were so blessed by the compassionate and 
kind staff of the Reinhart House who enfolded my 
brother David and me. We are grateful to those 
who provided nourishment to our bodies and souls, 
especially the lovely young women of the 
Richmond Junior League who prepared a dinner fit 
for Thanksgiving! 
 
Having experienced the Reinhart Guest House and 
Angels in Our Midst, I more fully understand the 
comfort of angels and the promise of Jesus: 
 
 
“You must not let yourselves be distressed—you 
must hold on to your faith in God and to your faith 
in me. There are many rooms in my Father’s 
House. If there were not, should I have told you 
that I am going to prepare a place for you? It is true 
that I am going away to prepare a place for you, 
but it is just as true that I am coming again to 
welcome you into my own home, so that you may 
be where I am."  John 14:2-4   
 
Gratefully, 
Jeanne Hickey  
 

Christmas Swags bound for 

Arlington 

National 

Cemetery 
A group gathered in 
December at "Oakley," the 
historic home of Charlotte 
Hundley and the late Dr. 
Jim Hundley, to make 
evergreen swags to 

decorate graves in Arlington National Cemetery. 
This is a project of Fred and Laura Woodard in 
memory of their son LTJG Charles Ervin "Chuck" 
Woodard who was killed in a tragic accident 
aboard the U.S.S. Enterprise in 1998. Chuck is 
buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  
 

All swags are made by local volunteers using 
donated greens that are clipped by volunteers and 
tied with donated bows. The volunteers who 
participated in the “swag party” enjoyed 
themselves immensely. They were Lyn Neira, 
Priscilla Williams, Margaret and Jen Radcliffe, 
Charlotte Hundley, and Fred and Laura Woodard. 

https://anneneilsonhome.com
https://anneneilsonhome.com
file:///C:/Users/Suzy/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/0GS280SX/www.christianhealingmin.org%20%20
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Acolytes 

Jan.   3 Hannah Hamlett 
Jan. 10 Timmy Kimmitt 
Jan. 17 Tommy Kimmitt 
Jan. 24 Marley Kimmitt 
Jan. 31 LeAnne Nguyen 
 

Lesson Readers  

Jan.   3 Julie Pritchard (L) 
  Howard York (P) 
Jan. 10 Priscilla Williams (L) 
  Charlaine Andrulot (P) 
Jan. 17 Tony Blackstone (L) 
  Joan Blackstone (P) 
Jan. 24 Marie Carstensen (L) 
  Bill Bloom (P) 
Jan. 31 Fred Woodard (L) 
  Elaine Price (P) 
 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Jan.   3 Ward LeHardy, Irene Haley 
Jan. 10 Frank McCarthy, Lucy Logan 
Jan. 17 Suzy Norman,  
  Constance McDearmon 
Jan. 24 Harrison & Priscilla Williams 
Jan. 31 Fred Woodard, Elaine Price 
 

Ushers 

Jan.   3 Steve Proctor, Chris Cralle 
Jan. 10 Bill & Charlaine Andrulot 
Jan. 17 Bobby Edmonds, Lyn Neira 
Jan. 24 Pat & Anna Brennan 
Jan. 31 Herb & Pam Smith 
 

Altar Rail Ministers 

Jan.   3 Tom & Elaine Price 
Jan. 10 Sam & Gayle Marston 
Jan. 17 Steve Proctor, Marion Mitchell 
Jan. 24 Jim & Lyn Conley 
Jan. 31 Harrison & Priscilla Williams 
 

Nursery 

Jan.   3 Betty Cralle,  
  Joan Marie Parasine 
Jan. 10 Julie Pritchard, Doris Myers 
Jan. 17 Margaret Radcliffe, Irene Haley 
Jan. 24 Jeanette Cralle, Judy LeHardy 
Jan. 31 Saunee Hamlett 
 

 
 

Coffee Hour 

Jan.   3 Ward & Judy LeHardy 
  Bill & Charlaine Andrulot 
Jan. 10 Ben & Sandi Ward 
  Charlie & Ruth Franck 
Jan. 17 
Jan. 24 Hospitality Team 2 
Jan. 31 Irene Haley & Julie Pritchard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jan.   1  Max Knight 
Jan.   2 Patty Sherman 
Jan.   4  Pauline Edmonds, Steve Proctor 
Jan.   5 Doris Myers 
Jan.   6  Brooke Read, Caitlyn Cralle 
Jan.   8  Ellie Knight 
Jan.   9 Nonie Ward 
Jan. 10  Patricia Brennan 
Jan. 17  Gail Gillan 
Jan. 18  Elaine Price, LeAnne Nguyen 
Jan. 19 Al Myers 
Jan. 24  Sam Marston 
Jan. 27  Charles Wrightson, Val Hutchison, 
  William Tracey 
Jan. 29  Irene Haley, Leslye Morrison 
Jan. 30 Art Neira 
Jan. 31  Ingrid Manson  
  

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we 

pray, on your servants named above, as they begin another 

year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your  goodness all the days of their 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan. 15  Marie and Al Carstensen  
Jan. 24 Lynn and Howard York  
Jan. 25  Phyllis and Walt TeStrake  

 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this woman may 

be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your 

Spirit, that they grow in love and peace with you and one 

another all the days of their lives. Amen. 

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

January Birthdays 
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This little cutie, Kamden, of the Good News Club, asked Melinda Floom, “How do I get to Heaven?” 
Here she is answering his question. Wish we could listen in! 

 


