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Lenten Soup Suppers 
 

“God’s Perfect Revelation:  
The Unity and Consistency of the Bible.” 

 
 February 26:  God’s Character, Nature and Identity 
 The Rev. Lee Farmer, Pastor Coan Baptist Church 
 

 March 5: Man’s Problem and God’s Solution 
 The Rev. Steve Hency, Pastor, Tibitha Church of God, 
 Reedville  
 

 March 12:  The Consistent and Global Theme of the 
Bible 

 The Rev. Canon Tad de Bordenave 
 

 March 19:  God Acts in History 
 Rev. Kornel Kiss, Pastor, Bethany Baptist Church 
 

 March 26:  Glimpses of the Future 
 The Rev. Jeffrey Cerar 
 

Sign up in Brinkley Hall. 

       Light of Christ Anglican Church 
  THE  BEACON 

 

P.O. Box 609 • Heathsville, VA 22473 

804 580-4555 • email: loc@nnwifi.com 

www.lightofchristva.org 
 

The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar, Rector 
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Jeffrey’s 
Journal 

 
Jesus died on the cross 

to save us from our sins.  

As the Psalmist says, “As far as the east is from 

the west, so far has he removed our sins from 

us.” (Psalm 103:12)  Why, then, do we need the 

season of Lent to focus us on our sins?  Paul, 

writing to the church in Corinth, said Jesus took on 

our sins “so that we might become the 

righteousness of God. Working together with him, 

then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of 

God in vain.” (2 Corinthians 5:20-6:1) Receiving 

the grace of God in vain is a terrible thing to 

contemplate.  It could mean, on the one hand, that 

Jesus died for me, and I reject His sacrifice and 

am not saved. I could reject it outright, as many 

people do. Or I could accept it initially, and then 

turn away from Him and lose my faith. When that 

happens, it is always because of sin. In Christ God 

has taken away the penalty of the sins of those 

who believe. But our sinful nature remains.  And 

when we get caught up in our sin, when we 

surrender to sin, we can get so far from God that 

we no longer seek His face, no longer call upon 

His grace and mercy, and in fact, no longer believe 

in Him.  What a tragic example that is of “receiving 

the grace of God in vain.” 

 

 For most Christians, things don’t go that far.  

When they surrender to their sinful nature, they 

think, do and promote things that are not of God.  

They can get into dreadful situations, and yet still 

be a believer.  Jesus is still their Savior.  But have 

they received the grace of God in vain? Yes, 

because God did not save us for ourselves alone.  

He saved us for His righteous purpose of saving 

the world. We who believe in Christ are God’s 

instruments for spreading the Good News and 

bringing others into the Kingdom.  And if our ability 

to do that for God is impaired by sin, we are 

accepting the grace of God in vain. We have not 

lost God’s promise that all who believe in Christ 

shall not perish but have everlasting life. But we 

will have put ourselves feebly on a siding as the 

glorious train of God’s plan to redeem the world 

comes racing by on the main line. 

 

 The essence of sin is destruction. Sin 

spoils.  Sin corrupts.  Sin makes the beautiful ugly.  

Whenever we surrender to sin, something in us or 

around us is going to be spoiled, corrupted or 

destroyed.  Our sinful nature is what causes us to 

respond to Satan’s temptations, rather than to 

say, “No! I belong to God.”  And so, even though 

we are irreversibly committed to our faith that 

Jesus is our Savior, and even though we are 

assured of our own personal salvation, our sin 

diminishes our ability to be the beautiful gem 

Jesus saved us to be.  And it diminishes our ability 

to fully step into our role as ambassadors for 

Christ, warriors for the Kingdom and purveyors of 

the saving Gospel to those who are dying without 

it. Being God’s instruments of salvation is our 

portion.  This is the fruit of our redemption.  This is 

where our true joy resides—in serving with God 

hand-in-hand, and personally witnessing His 

amazing grace.   

 

 That is why, in preparation for our Easter 

celebration, we set aside the long season of Lent 

as a time to think deeply about the status of our 

holiness.  As Lent begins,   

 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the 

Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, 

by self-examination and repentance; by 

prayer, fasting and self-denial; and by 

reading and meditating on God’s holy 

Word. [Book of Common Prayer, Ash 

Wednesday service, p. 265] 

 

 May none of us be on the siding when 

God’s glory train comes through. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Jeffrey Cerar, Pastor 
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Thank You………. 
 

from the Light of Christ Women to all who 
baked goodies for the Valentine bake sale 
at the thrift shop. We certainly appreciate 
your giving attitude. 
 
Thanks also go to Jeanne & Dan Hickey 
for their donation of a dryer to the thrift 
shop—bless you! Noblett Appliance has 
been looking for a dryer for us but the 
Hickeys were quicker. 

Trash for Cash 
Submitted by Melinda Floom 

 
Ed Ulfig would like to thank you for all the 
recycling of your aluminum cans and metals 
in 2014. Ed started his recycle program out 
of the back of his truck in the church 
parking lot on Sunday mornings in July 
2014 and contributed the funds towards our 
Building Fund. He will also come to your 
home or place of business to pick up 
metals. His idea to raise money for the new 
church by offering this service has resulted 
in $492.64 being contributed to the fund in 
2014.  
Ed wants to continue this service in 2015, 
so please look for his truck each Sunday 
and bring all your metals so that he can 
deliver them to Riteway Recycling and 
obtain cash for our new church. If you want 
to call Ed about a pick up of metals he can 
be reached at 267-893-0344 to discuss the 
items in question. 
 

The weather has not been 
our best building friend 
during the past month but 
we have finished pouring 
the concrete footings and 
started the first layer of 
concrete blocks. This 
means we are coming out 
of the ground and are on 
the way to the very top of 
the steeple. We now need 
for the snow and cold to go elsewhere. 
 

The circuit judge ruled to dismiss the 
mechanics lien filed by Eagle River 
Construction and provided a sealed, 
signed order. His order means the lien is 
finished. Eagle River retains the right to file 
other legal action against the church. 
 

We continue our coordination sessions 
with Evans Construction and their trade 
subcontractors to finalize the internal plans 
for water, power, heating/cooling, audio/
visual requirements. Our goal is to get the 
plans right before moving into 
implementation. 
 

Please pray for warm and dry weather. 
 

In Christ, 
George Beckett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Healing Ministry Workshop 
 

A ministry team from Falls Church 
Anglican Church will be with us at  

Light of Christ on March 27 and 28th,  
a Friday evening and Saturday .   

Look for the sign-up sheet  
in Brinkley Hall!! 



4 

 

 

Senior Warden 
Report 

 
 
It seems like I am always 

talking about the weather. 

Today is one weather day worth 

talking about. We got 6-7” of snow and the sun is 

shining so brightly it almost blinds you. What a 

beautiful sight, especially if you are on the inside 

looking out. The bitter cold that accompanies it 

though, makes it hard to go outside to enjoy the 

spectacular sight God has provided. I am so 

thankful for a warm house, a brightly burning 

fireplace and enough food to see us through a 

week or more. I pray that the people not as 

fortunate as we will be provided for. I pray for a 

warm shelter and enough food so that they do not 

go hungry. We are so blessed and I wish the 

same for all the folks on the Northern Neck. 

Please Lord, take care of the less fortunate. 
 

The month of February, so far, has been one of 

breakneck happenings. The building project has 

proceeded in spite of the weather and we are 

ready to see upward movement at our new 

church site. We have signed a contract with 

Evans Construction, Inc. Stuart Evans has 

assured us that the building will be complete by 

the end of September! It will include the beautiful 

bell tower that we all wanted so badly to insure 

that the building will be as beautiful as we have 

envisioned it all along. God has so masterfully 

provided us with all we need to make this dream a 

reality. I can’t stop praising Him enough. The bell 

tower will be our symbol of the “Beacon” shining 

out to our community with the Light of Christ. Our 

new name says it all. It says that Christ’s light will 

shine forth from that place as he provides us with 

His light to shine out to all we come in contact 

with. A true realization of the vision we have had 

for our new home. This newsletter has a new 

name befitting who we are—“The Beacon.” Our 

website master is working with others for a new 

logo. We would like this logo to appear, not only 

on the website but with all other types of 

communication such as signage, letterhead and 

any other communication that goes out from Light 

of Christ Anglican Church. There are a lot of 

things to be done to get our new name changed 

on many things such as bank accounts, loan 

papers, post office notification, etc. Speaking of 

signs…have you driven by the site lately and seen 

the name change on our sign there? The first time 

I saw it, it literally took my breath away! It was as 

though God was saying “Here it is!” for everyone 

to see. The next time you see George Kranda give 

him a big thank you for making this happen. 
 

In the midst of all the business, we continue to 

reach out with the Islam course, our various Bible 

studies, the upcoming Lenten series with the 

world-famous soup suppers and great teaching by 

five pastors in our area.  
 

As we prepare for our Lenten season, let us go to 

God with repentant hearts to be the disciples that 

He wants us to be. Let us pray that He will show 

us the way to live a life to His glory. He wants us 

to repent, believe in Him and trust the Holy Spirit 

to equip and prepare us to be obedient servants. 

This will allow us to worship, serve and glorify Him 

now and forever. 
 

This past month the Lord repeatedly brought this 

verse to mind. I feel that it is reminding us of who 

we are in His sight as we continue on this journey. 

1 Peter 2:9: 
 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you 

may declare the praises of him who called you out 

of darkness into his wonderful light.” 
 

In His Service, 

Elaine Price 
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Did you mark your 2015 calendar? 
 

October 2-4:  
Parish Weekend 

 

 

Light of Christ Women 
 
 With so many people away during the 
month of February, the leadership team has not 
met. We decided to focus on the neighborhood 
care groups instead of having a monthly women's 
gathering. Now that March is upon us, we do 
have a date scheduled on Saturday, March 21, 
for a Lenten Devotion Day—a time of prayer, 
reflection and worship, followed by lunch, and 
time to do a group project. This is in the planning 
stage with details to follow in the next few weeks, 
but please save the date and plan to join us.  
 

 Jeanne Hickey and Donna Soule met with 
facilitators of our neighborhood groups and things 
are rolling forward. Most of the groups have met 
once with positive comments and creative ideas. 
Please note that Jeanne is attempting to set up 
an internet method of signing up to prepare a 
meal whenever the call goes out to do so. This 
would make it easier to sign up and reduce the 
number of phone calls needed. 
 

 The Valentine's Day Bake Sale at the thrift 
shop was great successful, making a  profit of 
$261 for the building fund. We greatly appreciate 
all of you who supported this effort through baking 
and buying. When we arrived on Saturday 
morning at 10am, the table was full of baked 
goods that people had brought that morning.  
John and Bill Powers helped us label and price 
things. Jeanne Hickey made some very attractive 

book marks to hand out to customers advertising 
our new church name, hours of services, and 
location of our new building. Leslie printed these 
for us to have on hand and we had many 
conversations about Light of Christ Anglican 
Church and the building project.  Linda Krisman 
was determined to have us in a visible place, so 
she had cleared a table and decorated it with a 
red tablecloth and decor for Valentine's Day! 
 

 Have a blessed Lent as we ponder our 
Lord's journey to the cross at Calvary. 
 
-Mary Swann 

 
 

 

Are you on facebook? 
 

Light of Christ has a private Facebook group 

page onto which members can post items of 

interest. It has been used for prayer requests, 

updates, interesting articles and videos, 

inspiration, etc. It is one more opportunity to 

build community and share the love of Christ.  
 

Because the group is “private” (Facebook 

terminology) only members of the group can 

post and read. Members get an email 

notification when anything is posted on the 

LOC page . 
 

If you have a Facebook account and would like 

to be put on the group members’ list - or if you 

have questions -  please let Joy Gwaltney or 

Susan Thomas know.       
 

  (joygwaltney@gmail.com)       

 (worddancepress@juno.com) 

mailto:joygwaltney@gmail.com
mailto:worddancepress@juno.com
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THEN and NOW 
Our Second Sail Around the World 

This Time in Fewer Than 80 Days at Low Cost  

 
UPDATE from AUSTRALIA 

 

We arrived in Australia yesterday (Feb 23rd)…landed at Richmond Australian Air Force Base on board a US C-17 cargo air-
craft as “Space Available” from Guam.  The pilot invited us to come to the cockpit, sit directly behind the pilot and co-pilot, and 
witness the preparation for and the actual landing.  That was fantastic.  Even though we were in thick clouds for ten minutes, 
with no visibility, we then broke out into clear skies and landed four minutes later….with a thump…and once the engines shut 
off, the pilot and co-pilot gave each other a congratulatory fist-pump…we agreed. 
 

Follow us on our journey: northhistpress.com/LeHardy.php 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
 

March   1 Saunee and Wayne Hamlett 
March   8 Ed Ulfig, Bill Tracey 
March 15 Irene Haley, John Powers 
March 22 Marie Carstensen, Bobby Edmonds 
March 29 Jim Logan, Lyn Neira 
April     5 Barbara and Dick Seed 
 

Acolytes 
 

March   1 Marley Kimmitt 
March   8 LeAnne Nguyen 
March 15 Chris Cralle 
March 22 Hannah Hamlett 
March 29 Marley Kimmitt 
April     5 LeAnne Nguyen  (Easter Sunday) 
 

Lesson Readers  
 

March   1 Julie Pritchard (L) 
  Frank McCarthy (P) 
March   8 Bill Tracey (L) 
  Priscilla Williams (P) 
March 15 Charlaine Andrulot (L) 
  Howard York (P) 
March 22 Tony Blackstone (L) 
  Joan Blackstone (P) 
March 29 Marie Carstensen (L) 
  Bill Bloom (P) 
April     2 Lyn Conley (L) 7:00 PM 
  Jim Vonley (P) 7:00 PM 
April     3 To Be Determined      Noon 
April     5 Ruth Franck (L) 
  Betty Dillingham (P)  (Easter Sunday) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

March   1 Suzy Norman, Elaine Price 
March   8 Priscilla and Harrison Williams 
March 15 Fred Woodard, Tony Blackstone 
March 22 Bill Bloom, Irene Haley 
March 29 Harrison W., Lucy Logan 
April     2 Frank McC., Constance McD, 7PM 
April     3 (Good Friday)                 Noon 
April     5 Suzy Norman, Elaine Price 
 

Altar Guild  
 

March   Lucy Logan, Wendy Smith 
April  Elli Knight, Elaine Price 
 
 
 

Coffee Hour 
March   1 Joy and David Gwaltney 
March   8 Pat & Bob Dalzell, Betty Cralle 
March 15 Irene Haley, Julie Pritchard 
March 22 Elaine and Tom Price 
March 29 Melinda Floom, Eleanor Semerjian 
April     5 Doris and Al Myers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mar.   5  Marie Carstensen 
Mar.   6  Tom Price  
Mar.   9  Ruth Franck 
Mar. 18  Suzy Norman 
Mar. 19  Carol Bracker - Thrift Shop volunteer 
Mar. 21  Walt TeStrake, Joy Gwaltney 
Mar. 23 Gayle Marston 
Mar. 26  Janet Eichacker, Wendy Smith 
Mar. 28  Jeffrey Cerar, Betsy Joslyn 
Mar. 30  Morris Dillingham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mar.  1 Donna and Craig Soule 
Mar. 12      Jeffrey and Lynne Cerar  
Mar. 31 Melinda Floom and Fred Wimberly
   
O God, grant that the wills of this man and this woman 

may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 

and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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