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Who Shall Separate Us  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Text:  Romans 8:35–39

Years ago, I often preached at our mother church in Roanoke. Teresa and I 
had been members of that church for several years before we went with 
others to plant a church in a neighboring county, but I still maintained a 
relationship with our former priest. So, when he would travel he would 
often ask me to preach and celebrate. The mother church, “Church of the 
Holy Spirit,” was a large congregation with 12-1300 members. The 
demographic was largely professional people, doctors, lawyers, business 
owners, etc. Everyone always seemed happy and on top of things, but I 
knew that the truth is that everyone has difficult things going on that most 
others don’t know about. Many knew that my full time job was as the 
director of a 60-bed homeless shelter for men and they seemed to always be 
curious about what we did. One day I received a phone call from one of the 
members asking to meet with me in confidence. His name sounded 
familiar, but I didn’t know him. Apparently someone from their church 
told them about our lodge. We arranged a time for him to come to the 
shelter to talk. When he arrived I recognized him,  he looked haggard and 
very sad. His 20 something son was in trouble again and he and his wife 
didn’t know what else to do with him. He had completely denied the faith 
they had brought him up in and he was in trouble with the law. This wasn’t 
the first time and he and his wife felt it wouldn’t be the last either. He often 



stole money and items of value from them to buy drugs, if I remember 
correctly he wrecked their car while under the influence and basically had 
cost them a fortune. They had taken him to professional counselors and 
rehab centers, and the court-imposed counseling, but nothing worked for 
long. He had heard a little about the work that we did and asked if I would 
consider taking his son into our program, that was actually only for those 
who are homeless. He assured me that they could see to it that he became 
homeless. I’ll never forget the sadness and tears coming from someone who 
has been emotionally drained. I realized that he was in some sense 
pleading with me to help them. He and his wife were broken and at their 
wit's end and were desperately hoping that something would happen to 
turn their son around. Why? Because this was their son and they dearly 
loved him. They were not willing to give up on him, no matter the cost. 
They were willing to invest in his life with the hope that somehow it would 
prove worthwhile and they could receive back the sweet and loving kid he 
had once been. Their life had been put on hold, and their son’s recovery 
had become their mission. They loved him and nothing that he did could 
separate him from their love.

I find that stories like this resonate with most everyone because many of us 
have experienced this kind of turmoil in our families or families of friends. 
Most of us understand that the depth of our love for our children is 
unconditional, we don’t stop loving them even though they disappoint us. 
Even though our children are grown, and in their 40’s, I can still remember 
their birth and holding them for the first time, immediately knowing that I 
would live or die for them. In some small way this should enable us to 
better understand the love of our heavenly Father for us and why nothing 
can separate us from that love, if we are in Christ Jesus. The gospel 
message reflects how far the Father was willing to go to rescue those 
separated from him by sin.
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Over the past several weeks we have been considering this love of the 
Father through the lens of Paul writing about life in the Spirit from Romans 
8. Earlier we looked in Romans 7 where Paul described the role of the law 
of God. Paul shared what the law had revealed about him, and therefore 
what it exposed in all of us. We are law breakers and have hearts that are 
corrupted by sin. Even though he knew the law as a Pharisee, the law 
could not set him free from the condemnation that he faced as a sinner. The 
law does not speak of privilege, as the Pharisees seemed to think, nor does 
it speak of achievements, but only speaks of failure and guilt. To be a 
Christian and understand how God who is Holy hates sin, is being faced 
with the truth of our own hearts. What a miserable and depressing 
thought. Paul as a good pastor knew he couldn’t leave his readers in this 
state of sadness and guilt, as if they were back under the law. The law 
exposes the truth about the heart and each of us is reminded about our 
imperfection on a daily basis. Paul wanted them to know that the law did 
not have the final word though, the gospel did. Paul saw his responsibility 
as both evangelical and pastoral—evangelical because the gospel has the 
last word and pastoral because pastors should always be revealing the joy 
of a relationship with Jesus. He wrote in 2 Corinthians 1:24b, “…but we 
work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith.” 

In Romans 7 was Paul reminding us of who we really are apart from Christ, 
but also who we can be in Christ. In Romans 8:1-30 Paul makes his point by 
unfolding four gifts that God bestows to those who by faith are “in Christ 
Jesus”. The first is “There is therefore now no condemnation…” in other 
words, righteousness is given to us through the death and resurrection of 
Christ. The second is the Holy Spirit (4-27). Those in Christ are longer 
living according to the flesh but in the Spirit are having their minds 
renewed. Seeing more clearly through the eyes of faith and therefore 
beginning the eternal life lived with Jesus the Master. Third, there is 
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sonship, adoption into the divine family in which Jesus is the firstborn. No 
longer slaves to sin and death but “heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ” (14-17). The fourth gift is security, both now and for all eternity. 
Our identity changes from an enemy of God to the son/daughter of God 
(28-30). 

Then Paul takes what he had just taught and shows how it applies to those 
who are in Christ. He asks in verse 31, “What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us who can be against us?” In other words, if what he 
is saying is true, then it doesn’t matter who or what opposes us because 
God is for us. It would seem that Paul is referring to verses 28-30 with his 
declaration that “And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” As 
we saw last week it is God who is the author of our salvation from the 
beginning to the end. However, I think it’s also true that Paul could be 
teaching that we should know that God is for us because of what was 
written from Romans 1:16 to 8:27 and especially 8:1-27. In this whole 
section Paul has taught on the entire realm of free grace to lost sinners. We 
have seen from the beginning that there is no human reason to expect God 
to forgive us and pursue a relationship with us, but he does. We have been 
shown from Romans 1-3 that our sinfulness makes us completely sinful 
and without hope. But then Paul builds a case for God’s love and mercy 
beginning with Abraham and then how the law of God exposes our 
wickedness and created our need for a Savior, who willingly came to our 
rescue. If indeed God is for us then we will survive the temptations and 
spiritual assault of the enemy.

So, let’s turn to our passage this morning from Romans 8: 35-39. I want to 
read it from the paraphrase The Message. It brings Romans 8: 31-39 
together to make the point: The Message- Romans 8: 31-39
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31-39.  

So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can 
we lose? If God didn’t hesitate to put everything on the line for 
us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worst 
by sending his own Son, is there anything else he wouldn’t 
gladly and freely do for us? And who would dare tangle with 
God by messing with one of God’s chosen? Who would dare 
even to point a finger? The One who died for us—who was 
raised to life for us!—is in the presence of God at this very 
moment sticking up for us. Do you think anyone is going to be 
able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for us? 
There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not 
hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not 
backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture:

They kill us in cold blood because they hate you.  
We’re sitting ducks; they pick us off one by one.

None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely 
convinced that nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic, or 
demonic, today, or tomorrow, high, or low, thinkable, or 
unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between us and God’s 
love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.

I love these verses because the invitation is to allow the Spirit of God to 
change, not just how we live but how we think. The things that you 
struggle with within the flesh can only be dealt with and overcome if you 
allow God to change the way you think and view the sin that embraces 
you. In this passage, Paul is making the assumption that his readers are 
those who are yielded to God and have become, “slaves of 
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righteousness” (Romans 6:18), and are seeking to faithfully do the will of 
God. 

Romans 8:31-39 lists all the areas of hardship, both material and emotional. 
He also lists those areas of hostility directed towards those who would 
follow Jesus Christ and live for his glory. I have noticed throughout Paul’s 
epistles that he seems to assume that tribulation and hardship are to be 
expected and common for those who are true Christ-followers. In Acts 
14:21-22 Luke writes of the time where Paul and Barnabas have returned to 
Antioch and are preaching there to the church.

When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to 
Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging 
them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.

Throughout the Old and New Testaments, we continually read of God’s 
people being persecuted and hated by those who did not worship Yahweh. 
Sometimes trouble can be avoided but eventually it will come. For my 
friend who with his wife were struggling to help their son, who they had 
raised in the ways of the Lord, but still had rejected God and the pleas of 
his parents, they needed to know that God was for them. The enemy 
constantly brings to my memory those things that I did many, many years 
ago. It helps that I know who I am in Christ. Christians find themselves 
facing serious health issues and physical limitations in their life or the lives 
of their family. I know of some Christians who have become outcasts in 
their own family because of their faith. Christians and unbelievers alike 
face the sudden death of a loved one and wonder why it had to happen. 
Christians, like the unbeliever, lose their jobs or have financial setbacks. 
I’ve had wonderful, faithful Christians who were going through or had 
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gone through tragic events, ask me, “Does God really care for me? If he 
does, why is this happening?” You know what? It’s for people in these 
kinds of situations that Paul is writing to. He challenges them, “So what do 
you think? What can we say about things like this?” 

He is encouraging the reader to think about what they know about God 
throughout the gospel and the scriptures and apply them. Think against 
your feelings, or as Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 10:5, “We are destroying 
speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, 
and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,…” 
NASB

The example that I’ve often used but it seems to fit well, is from a Rwandan 
bishop, “Focus on Jesus, glance at the problem.”  I have heard it said, “We 
must preach the gospel everyday….to ourselves.”

There are times that I have to ask myself what I would say to someone who 
shared with me the same problem that I am confronting right then. I must 
speak to the dark thoughts or depression and invite the Holy Spirit to 
remind me of the gospel promises. I must focus on what I know to be true, 
versus how I am emotionally reacting at the time. Several weeks ago, we 
considered Romans 8:15-18, 

For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry 
out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that 
we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God 
and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we 
may also be glorified with Him. For I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
is to be revealed to us.
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Paul knew that the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit’s ministry to the 
believer includes the assurance that we are God’s beloved children and 
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ. Remember that Paul was well 
acquainted with trials and suffering and yet he had experienced the power 
of the Holy Spirit’s ministry into his life, and therefore his conclusion to all 
that he had written in chapter 8 about who we are in Christ Jesus was, 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”

Of course, the answer is NOTHING can separate us from the love of Christ. 
Nothing on earth or in the heavens:

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels or rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul says he is sure or in the NKJV I am persuaded these things are true 
and I think he was looking to evoke within those who are in Christ, “And 
so am I! Hallelujah!”  This is the response that leads to the “more than 
conquerors” way of life.

In Romans 8:31 Paul writes,

If God is for us, then who can be against us?” Who is this God? 
Well, he’s the same God that Nehemiah wrote about in our reading 
this morning, “They refused to obey and were not mindful of the 
wonders that you performed among them, but they stiffened their 
neck and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But 
you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love, and did not forsake them.

This is the same God that we read about in Psalm 78:14-17, 
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In the daytime he led them with a cloud, and all the night with a 
fiery light. He split rocks in the wilderness and gave them drink 
abundantly as from the deep. He made streams come out of the rock 
and caused waters to flow down like rivers. Yet they sinned still more 
against him, rebelling against the Most High in the desert.

This is also the same God who declared himself in Isaiah 46:9-10, 

Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you 
transgressors, remember the former things of old; for I am God, and 
there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the 
end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, 
saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my 
purpose,…

This is the God who brought Abraham out of the land of Ur, Israel out of 
captivity in Egypt and later in Babylon, and Jesus out of the grace. He is the 
God who through the same power and sovereignty today raises a sinner to 
spiritual life out of spiritual death. It’s also very important to remember 
that this is the same God of the Book of Romans whose wrath “For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 
truth” (1:18).

If this God is for us, what does that mean? The words, “for us” imply the 
same commitment that God made with Abraham through making a 
covenant in Genesis 17:1-4, 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram 
and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and 
be blameless, that I may make my covenant between me and you, 
and may multiply you greatly.” Then Abram fell on his face. And 
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God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall 
be the father of a multitude of nations.”

Throughout the history of redemption, from Genesis to Revelation, God 
always honors his part of the covenant he has made with men, but it is 
contingent on keeping his covenant. In all the covenants that God made 
from Adam to Christ, there were promises and warnings. Promises of 
God’s blessings if his people were faithful but judgment when they 
weren’t. I firmly believe that we as a nation are experiencing God’s 
judgment because we have failed to keep covenant with him.

By we, I mean those who call themselves Christians. The unbeliever lives 
perpetually in the state of judgment because they do not honor God but 
reject him.

The good news is that God is merciful. In Exodus 34,  Moses while with 
God on Mt. Sinai to receive the law from God, he asks God to allow him to 
see his glory. God tells him that he will place him in the cleft of a rock and 
allow Moses to see him after he has passed by. To see the glory of God’s 
face would cause death to Moses. As God walks by he places his hand over 
the face of Moses and declares who he is as he walks by. In verses 6-7, 

The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love 
for thousands,  forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and 
the fourth generation.

Our God is Holy, Holy, Holy and is not to be ignored or taken for granted. 
We have come to a time where our hope as a people and nation is to repent 
of our sins, such as outright disobedience to God’s word or becoming lazy 
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and lethargic. I heard a Nigerian woman refer to the church in America as 
“sleepy”.

I have told you about the “Return” movement that is calling all Christians 
in this nation and around the world to bow their knee to God in 
repentance, asking for forgiveness and mercy. Praying that God will bring 
revival to us lest we face further and worse judgment. On September 26, on 
the Capitol Mall in Washington DC, there will be a gathering of Christians 
who will come together in repentance before God, asking for mercy and 
revival. We will be having a simulcast here at LOC for those who are 
unable to travel. In the meantime, 

Let’s pray.  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