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Becoming One with Jesus and the Father

Text:  John 17:18–26

As many of you know, before I came to Light of Christ I was bi-vocational. 
I was a part-time assistant rector at an Anglican church, but my full-time 
job was as the director of a 60-bed homeless shelter for men in Roanoke. 
Our purpose was to help men who had lost most everything, including 
family connections due to addictions, prison time, or just very bad 
decisions. 

Daniel was an alcoholic and had walked away from his family in New 
Hampshire 18 years before. When he came to us, he had been living in 
Kernersville, North Carolina, for quite a few years and said he had lost his 
job there. He found his way to Roanoke and showed up at our shelter. He 
was a rough-looking character, but he had a big heart and just wanted help 
getting his life back on track. He was originally from New Hampshire but 
said he had come down south to get away from New England. He was 
divorced and had a son but never was willing to talk much about that. 
Daniel was a model resident and we found him a good job. Our church 
bought a couple of old stretch limos and we picked up men from the lodge 
who wanted to go to church. Daniel started going to our church and he met 
the Lord there. He was clearly a new creation; he had the same name, but 
he was not the same person. He saved up enough money to buy an old 
Ford Ranger pick-up and he spent most of his time when at the Lodge 
outside working on it. 
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One day I got a call from the company he worked for and Daniel had been 
killed in a terrible industrial accident. I officiated his funeral at our chapel 
with only a few homeless people and friends. I then went to work trying to 
find out about any family that Daniel had. I tracked down his father in 
New Hampshire who told me that he didn’t care one way or another. He 
did tell me that Daniel had a son in North Carolina and provided an old 
number. Eventually, I found out that Daniel’s son was attending college at 
UNC Asheville. I also found out his cell phone number and called him. I 
told him the news about his father, and he said that he was sorry to hear it 
but hadn’t seen his Dad for 18 years. He was two years old when Daniel 
left, he had no real memory of him. He apologized about his indifference 
but told me that there was simply no emotional connection. I told him what 
his grandfather said, and he chuckled and said he wasn’t surprised. He 
told me to dispose of his father’s belongings in any way I wanted to. When 
I told him that Daniel had left a pick-up truck, that changed the situation. 
He asked what kind and I told him. He was silent for a moment, then said 
he would arrange to come down the next week bringing a trailer to haul it 
back home. 

When Daniels's son showed up, he was driving an old Ford Ranger pick-
up virtually identical to his Dad’s. When he got out of the pick-up it was 
like looking at Daniel at 20 years old. He had the same hairstyle, build and 
as it ended up he was also a big fan of Elvis Presley. I handed him the box 
of Daniel’s belongings and he froze when he saw the collection of Elvis 
Presley cassettes. But when I handed him his father's driver's license and 
belongings from his wallet, he just sat there silently. He saw Daniel’s 
address in Kernersville, and told me that was the town where he grew up. 
After Daniel left, the boy and his mother moved back to her parent’s farm 
in Kernersville. Of course, Daniel knew where his wife was from and I 
think that he moved down there to keep an eye on his boy, but was so 



ashamed at what he had done, that he never tried to contact him. 
Apparently, when his son moved to Asheville for college, Daniel moved up 
to Roanoke. I once asked him why he never contacted his family and all he 
said was, “trust me, nobody in my family wants me to contact them.” 

I was so sad that what could have been, never came about because of guilt 
and shame. Often people miss out on the greater blessings because they 
assume that they aren’t worthy.

This week I’ve been thinking a lot about shame and guilt and remembering 
how many times people have told me that God couldn’t love them because 
of all the terrible things they had done. What a tragic lie that the enemy 
whispers in our ears. The lie could not be further from the truth. God 
reveals to us through his word that Jesus went to the cross to pay the price 
of our sins. So it’s not a matter of being worthy, it’s a matter of believing 
that God through his Son, Jesus Christ, is willing to come to our rescue and 
save us from what we deserve.

There are so many things going on around the world that cause us to feel 
anxious, fearful, and uncertain of the future. Most Christians can easily 
attribute the violence, outrage, and hopelessness all around us to our 
society making every effort to remove God from their daily lives. Daily we 
are bombarded with one news story after another telling us in the most 
graphic way all the horror and unrest in our country and a constant 
tallying of the infection rates and death from the Coronavirus. 

We are seeing firsthand the results of God stepping away from those who 
hate him and his Word. The problems are made worse when we focus on 
them and allow them to color our view of everything. Our focus must turn 
from the evil all around us and instead be focused on the hope to be found 



in Christ alone through his word. The love that God offers is so hard to 
understand, but it’s true and more wonderful than we could ever imagine...

I love Psalm 116 that we read this morning, especially verses 3–7, 

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on 
me;  I suffered distress and anguish. 4 Then I called on the name of 
the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” 5 Gracious is the Lord, 
and righteous; our God is merciful. 6 The Lord preserves the 
simple; when I was brought low, he saved me.7 Return, O my soul, 
to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.

Or what about Paul’s encouragement in Romans 8:35–39, 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? ….. No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.  For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Everything happening around the world gives us plenty of reasons to feel 
despair if we look at them through the eyes of the flesh. What if we instead 
look at all things through the eyes of the Spirit; through the lens of the 
prayer that Jesus prayed for us in his high priestly prayer of John 17?

This morning I want us to look at the amazing gift that Jesus prayed to the 
Father for those who would believe in John 17:20–24.

The first part of John 17:1–5, Jesus prays asking the Father to glorify the Son 
that the Son might glorify the Father. He reminds the Father that he has 
completed what he was sent to do, only the crucifixion was left. He knew 
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he was going to go through with it and so he asked the Father to glorify 
him in his presence like it was before the world existed. He knew that he 
would be betrayed that night and would shortly leave the disciples and 
return to the Father, so next, he prays for them.

In John 17:6–20, Jesus prays for the Father to keep his disciples in his name 
and bless their efforts in building the kingdom of God. He reminds the 
Father that because they are in him, they are also like him, no longer of the 
world, though they must remain in the world for a season. Jesus has given 
them the word of God and asks the Father to sanctify them which is not the 
same as cleansing. It has more to do with pruning but the word, hagiazo, is 
related to the word hagios: holy, the same word Jesus used in describing the 
Father. It means he was asking the Father to consecrate or set apart the 
disciples. He points out that he was consecrating himself which includes a 
reference to the cross, that moment of revelation where the truth of the 
heart of God is most clearly seen. The cross is the final and supreme act of 
Jesus’ humility, obedience, and death to self, which characterized his entire 
ministry. 

When the Holy Spirit came down indwelling the disciples they would 
assume the role of bearing the light of Christ into the darkness, exposing it, 
revealing it for what it was, and casting it out in Jesus' name. Jesus’ prayer 
for them to be set apart like him, was the preparation that was needed 
before they could enter into the presence of the Father and experience the 
same blessing that Jesus received from his Father at his baptism. Once the 
disciples received the power of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, they would 
have the same power that descended on Jesus at his baptism. The invitation 
was to enter into the depth of relationship that the Father and Son had 
enjoyed eternally.
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Then in John 17:20–24 Jesus prays for those who would come to faith in 
Christ because of the apostolic ministry of the first disciples, in other 
words, all those who would come to faith in the early church up until the 
second coming of Jesus, like those of us who have surrendered our lives to 
Christ. 

John 17:20–21,

I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are 
in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me.

This is an interesting prayer because Jesus was asking the Father for those 
who would come to faith through the death and resurrection of Christ, and 
that they would be one, in the same way that Jesus and the Father were 
one. It’s tempting to fear that we have really blown that in our day and 
time, but that depends on what “being one” is referring too.  I don’t believe 
that he is asking for unity between all those who call themselves Christians 
but for the ones who show by their lives that they are committed to the 
glory of God, not themselves. I think it has to do with the prayer that Jesus 
prayed for the disciples that they be unified in keeping to the mission that 
Christ had begun, that is, to glorify the Father and bring the good news 
that the kingdom, through Jesus, had come to earth. In other words, they 
would be of one purpose and goal, to glorify the Lord and bring the good 
news of the gospel to a world in darkness. 

That purpose has not changed one little bit, although we find that we 
constantly need to be reminded. The fact that Jesus is the way, the truth, 
and the life, and the only way to the Father has not changed but many 
other teachings of scripture are often debated.
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Consider the passage in Revelation 7:9–11, 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out 
with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” 

C. S. Lewis tells of his reading the writings of great Christian authors while 
he was a student and long before he became a believer. He read Thomas 
Aquinas, Martin Luther, Thomas a Kempis, and others. While he 
recognized that each of these writers has various differences in belief about 
certain things, he couldn’t get over how unified they each were through 
their testimonies as to the truth of the gospel. 

It is imperative that all who would call themselves Christians must believe 
that Jesus Christ is Lord and the only way to salvation. That’s where the 
unity of those who are in Christ must lay. There are certain core beliefs in 
Christianity that are inviolate, but though we may differ on certain points, 
there should be a real unity that binds us together. Jesus prayed that we be 
one as he and the Father are one, “so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me.” 

Charles Spurgeon wrote, 

Why are we not one? Sin is the great dividing element. The 
perfectly holy would be perfectly united. The more saintly 
men are, the more they love their Lord and one another; and 
thus they come into closer union with each other.



Ephesians 4:1–6, 

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the 
one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all 
and in all.

As I mentioned earlier in the first part of John 17, Jesus asks the Father in 
verse 5, “Father glorify me in your own presence with the glory I had with 
you before the world existed.”

Jesus once again declares his divinity as one who existed before the world 
began, showing that he was pre-existent and uncreated. He refers to the 
“glory” that is always associated with the true and living God. It’s a 
powerful statement of the Son’s place with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
The most amazing part of this prayer is in verse 22, “The glory you have 
given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one.” 

The invitation of the gospel is not simply a “Get Out of Hell Free” card but 
an invitation into the real presence of God. Jesus is asking the Father to 
give to those who would believe the same presence and power that the first 
disciples had. Why did the church grow so quickly and why was the 
kingdom of darkness always striving to unseat those who were in the 
presence of God? Because our enemy knew that Jesus had overcome sin 
and death on the cross and the resurrection was the proof that Satan had 
lost. He knows that, but he doesn’t want you and I to know that. When we 



do, we are able to overcome the kingdom of darkness in Jesus' name and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. How does Jesus give us his glory? 

Hebrews 4:14–16 tells us that because of the victory of Jesus our High 
Priest, we are invited to come before the throne of grace with confidence. 
We should expect to find grace and help in our times of need. Why because 
we have been given the status of sons and daughters, and are to now live 
our lives in unity with the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

He has given us the glory of His word and Spirit. Like Jesus in humanity, 
we are equipped with everything needed to fulfill the calling that God has 
upon those who come to him by faith.

He has given us the glory of his name. The disciples experienced the power 
of the name of Jesus. In his name the sick were healed, the demons were 
cast out and the dead were raised. Jesus’ prayer for those who would 
believe included the same power and authority that the first disciples 
experienced.

In all these ways, there is the revelation of the presence of Jesus, the Son of 
God. Whenever God moves through his servants, through the glory given 
them, it is a manifestation of God’s presence and nature. We need to know 
this because when we publicly testify to our faith in Christ and his lordship 
over us, we are essentially declaring that we are a part of God’s family. If 
we move in Jesus’ name and in his power then we reveal the glory of God 
and reveal an aspect of his nature. However, when through our actions or 
words we don’t reveal the glory of God given to us, we miss the 
opportunity to reveal the heart of God and bring into doubt the truth of our 
testimony.

“The glory which You gave Me.” It is important to remember that the glory 
that God the Father gave to God the Son was glory that often appeared 
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humble, weak, and suffering. It was glory that was ultimately displayed in 
radical sacrifice. The glory of Jesus is almost the opposite of the self-glory 
and vainglory of man.

Of course, the glory of Jesus was ultimately displayed in His work on the 
cross. Jesus often referred to it as His glorification.

 Leon Morris in his commentary on the Gospel of John wrote, 

Just as His true glory was to follow the path of lowly service 
culminating in the cross, so for them the true glory lay in the 
path of lowly service wherever it might lead them.

In verse 23 Jesus gives the reason for praying that we would have his glory 
and reveal the character of God, “I in them and you in me, that they may 
become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent and loved 
them even as you loved me.”

When the presence of glory that is known in the Trinity extends to the 
people of God—the church—it builds within them a oneness and unity that 
Jesus prayed for in John 17. When this happens, the world sees the 
difference between those who display the glory of God and those who 
don’t.

When I see the invitation of the gospel through the lens of Jesus’ prayer in 
John 17, I no longer consider my unworthiness but instead marvel at the 
love and mercy of God. The enemy continues to remind me of all the 
reasons I should feel shame for things done in my life, but I can’t believe 
the lie. To do so is to miss the glory of God that Jesus would have me know. 

Let’s pray.
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