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The Eternal Trinity

Text:  Matthew 28:16–20

Today is Trinity Sunday which is celebrated the first Sunday after 
Pentecost. It’s one of the few feasts of the Christian year that is celebrated 
as a doctrine of the church as opposed to an event. It is a time to celebrate 
and remember that God exists in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 

The early church father, Tertullian (A.D. 160–220), was the first to form the 
doctrine of the Trinity into the language of “persons” and “essence.” He 
wrote that God exists in “three distinct persons”—the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit but each has his own essence. The basic idea is that the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are co-equal and co-eternal but each being self-
aware. I heard it explained this way: each being “I” in relation to the other 
two who are “You.” The three persons are eternally together and 
cooperating. Each person is involved in everything the others do. Jesus said 
in John 10:38 “understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 
The Spirit is both the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ. Listen to 
Romans 8:9, 

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28:16-20&version=ESV


However, Scripture also emphasizes general distinctions among the works, 
or functions, of the three Persons: the Father initiating, the Son complying 
and the Spirit executing the divine will of all three. We should always give 
equal attention, and equal honor, to all three persons while remembering 
that we worship only one God in these three persons. Each week when we 
recite the Nicene Creed we are affirming that we believe in the Triune God 
who allows us to experience each member of the Trinity. 

The word “Trinity” is not used anywhere in the Bible, but it doesn’t take 
long before we can see that it is clearly taught in both the Old and New 
Testaments. In this morning's Gospel reading from Matthew 28 we read 
how Jesus himself assumed the doctrine of the Trinity when he 
commanded that baptism was to be, “in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

In our Epistle reading from 2 Corinthians 13, the Apostle Paul ends the 
letter with, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

Last week on the day of Pentecost we read of Jesus’ promise in John 14:15–
17,

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Helper to be with you 
forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he 
dwells with you and will be in you.”

Jesus was leaving the disciples to go back to the Father and would send 
back, another helper like him, the Holy Spirit. In this text we see the Father 
and the Son sending back the Holy Spirit to indwell the believer. In doing 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28:16-20&version=ESV
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so it would be as if Jesus were with them in person. The Trinity together 
were acting to accomplish the divine will, of which they were in complete 
agreement and always have been.

However, this morning I want to focus on the triune presence in the 
creation story of Genesis. I believe it has a lot to us teach and gives us a 
reason for hope in whatever situation we find ourselves in. 

Before we turn to Genesis 1, I want to share with you a story about our 
daughter, Amy. When she was still a toddler she was very anxious to learn 
to read and used to sit with a children’s book in her hand pretending to 
read it. Usually she was pretty close because she had it read to her so many 
times. When she was three Teresa began to teach her to read. She took to it 
like a duck to water and before I knew it she was reading really well. When 
she entered kindergarten they tested her, and she was reading on a 6th 
level with a 6th-grade comprehension. We bought her a Bible and she 
began to read it herself. We had devotions with our kids every night, but 
this was something she did on her own. One day we went over to Teresa’s 
parents' house, who at this time were not believers. Amy took her Bible and 
told her grandfather that she wanted to read him something. (I had no idea 
that she was going to do this.) She crawled up into his lap and turned to 
Genesis 1 and read the entire chapter to him flawlessly. When she finished 
he was so impressed and told her how proud he was of her reading. She 
thanked him but then said, “That’s not why I read it to you. I want to ask 
you a question. Could you do that?” He looked puzzled as if she thought 
he couldn’t read that well. Then she continued, “Did you notice how God 
created everything out of nothing?” He nodded and said, “yes I noticed 
that?” She was so serious as she asked him, “Could you do that? Could you 
create out of nothing?” The smile faded from his face and he said, “No, of 



course not.” To which she replied, “Then why won’t you worship the God 
who did?” 

He looked away in thought, excused himself, put her down, and walked 
out of the room. I had never known him to lack a comeback but the 
question from his 6-year-old granddaughter floored him. I couldn’t believe 
it and I could hardly speak for the lump in my throat. This little girl and 
gone right to the core of that chapter and saw it for what it was; the most 
compelling reason there is to worship God, because of who he is. I don’t 
think at that time she had read the Book of Revelation, but in chapter 4,

…twenty-four elders are seated before the throne and worship him 
who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne 
saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they 
existed and were created.”

From the first book of the Bible to the last we find the reason that God is 
worthy of our praise, because he is the sovereign Lord and creator of the 
universe. If that is all we knew about him, we should bow down before 
him in praise and adoration. 

However, he has shared with us his word and his Spirit so, that’s not all we 
know about him. For the next few minutes, I want to look at the Genesis 
creation account in order to see the Trinity’s presence in creation and why it 
is so important that we understand what God was teaching through this 
account. In our scripture reading this morning from Genesis I wanted us to 
listen to the entire story, that we first begin focusing on creation as an event 
entirely accomplished by God alone, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit.



Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  The 
first thing we need to see is that it was God who created and that he did so 
out of nothing. Therefore, before there were the heavens and the earth, 
including the vastness of the universe, nothing else existed but God. In 
Psalm 33, the Psalmist captures the idea beautifully, 

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,  
    and by the breath of His mouth all their hosts…  
For he spoke and it came to be;  
   he commanded and it stood firm.”

The ancient Hebrew word bara (created) is specific. It means to create out of 
nothing, showing that God created the world out of nothing, not even from 
himself, for God is separate from His creation. Unlike Eastern and 
pantheistic perceptions of god, the Bible teaches that the universe could 
perish, yet He would remain. Men cannot create in the same sense the term 
is used in Genesis 1:1. We can only fashion or form things out of existing 
material. The closest we come to creating is in reproducing ourselves 
sexually. Without all that God created we couldn’t exist. The insistence by 
some that there is no god is to ignore all the evidence of the perfection of 
creation.

If you can accept Genesis 1:1, you shouldn’t have a problem believing the 
rest of the Bible. The God big enough to have created the heavens and the 
earth from nothing is big enough to do all the rest the Bible says that He 
did and does. I suspect that many of you are not finding these things new. 
However, there has never been a more important time for Christians to 
focus on the greatness and power of our God in order to increase our faith 
and trust in him during these days of turmoil. In the meantime, this week I 
have found it helpful to look back and consider the role of the Trinity in 
creation.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+33&version=ESV


The word used for God is Elohim in the ancient Hebrew. It is a plural noun 
used as if it were singular.

19th Century theologian Adam Clarke quoted Jewish Rabbi Simeon ben 
Jochi, on the word Elohim: 

Come and see the mystery of the word Elohim; there are three 
degrees, and each degree by itself alone, and yet 
notwithstanding they are all one, and joined together in one, 
and are not divided from each other. 

Clarke adds:

He must be strangely prejudiced indeed who cannot see that 
the doctrine of a Trinity, and of a Trinity in unity, is expressed 
in the above words.

Martin Luther on Elohim: 

But we have clear testimony that Moses aimed to indicate the 
Trinity or the three persons in the one divine nature

Before we even move to verse two of Genesis 1, we have discovered an 
amazing statement that the God who has eternally existed, created all that 
has been created in both the heavens and the earth, and his name Elohim is 
a masculine plural noun. 

Before we move on to verse 2 it’s important that we see the claim of John’s 
Gospel 1:1–3; 14, 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made through him, and without him was not anything made 
that was made….14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 



us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.

One of the first things that John, through the witness of the Holy Spirit, 
informs the reader is that the Word has eternally existed and was the agent 
that God used to create the heavens and the earth, and the word’s name 
was Jesus, the only Son of the Father.

Now we complete the evidence for all the Trinity being involved together 
in creation in verse 2,

The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters.

When God began to transform the earth into something beautiful and 
compatible with His great plan, he started with the work of the Spirit of 
God. The Holy Spirit begins every work of creation or re-creation. 
Remember in the Nicene Creed we recite, “We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.” God created the 
universe, through the work and word of the Son, and then the Spirit 
breathes life into creation. The word used for Spirit is “ruach” which means 
“breath” or “wind”. 

Psalm 33:6, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the 
breath (ruach) of his mouth all their host.”

One of my favorite examples of the “ruach” Spirit of God moving in power, 
restoring life is in Ezekiel 37, the Valley of Dry Bones. Ezekiel is given a 
vision of a valley full of dry bones. The Lord commands Ezekiel to 
prophesy to the bones and when he does sinew, muscle and flesh begin to 
appear but there is no life in the now fully formed bodies. It wasn’t until 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37&version=ESV


the Lord breathed (ruach) upon the bodies that they came to life because 
the (ruach) Spirit of God is what brings life. The Lord tells Ezekiel that 
when the Spirit of God brought life back to the dry bones, they would 
know that he was God.

Throughout the Old and New Testaments there are examples of the breath 
or wind of God being associated with the creating power of God. It’s 
important to remember that the Spirit of God was there at creation because 
he was there before creation.

Charles Spurgeon wrote on this, 

The first divine act in fitting up this planet for the habitation 
of man was for the Spirit of God to move upon the face of the 
waters. Till that time, all was formless, empty, out of order, 
and in confusion. In a word, it was chaos; and to make it into 
that thing of beauty which the world is at the present 
moment, even though it is a fallen world, it was needful that 
the movement of the Spirit of God should take place upon it.

That has not changed one bit. If we want revival then we must cry out to 
God to pour out his Spirit of power and life. If that doesn’t happen then we 
will have nothing more than the “walking dead.” As you probably know, 
one of the most popular shows on television is called, “The Walking Dead.” 
I’ve never watched it or wanted to, but it appears to me to be strangely 
prophetic.

In Genesis 1:3–25, we read of God speaking all things into existence by the 
power of his divine will. There was no struggle with opposing forces and 
all things came together according to the creative will of God. It’s not my 
intention today to look at every aspect of the creation story but to focus on 
the presence of the Trinity in creation. However, I will mention this one 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1:3%E2%80%9325&version=ESV


thing. In every part of the creation God moved in such a way as to satisfy 
his purpose and to prepare for humanity's role in his created world. From 
the beginning of verse 1, God distinguishes himself as the ruler of the 
universe. In every creative event God showed his power and authority by 
overcoming the chaos and darkness and bringing everything into perfect 
order and under his dominion. By his words he brought into existence all 
things and declared their meaning and purpose. He created with a level of 
perfection that allowed the creation to be able to sustain itself. There is 
nothing and no one in the universe like God and that is the primary reason 
that Proverbs 1:7 says that, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.” I never cease to be amazed at the level of arrogance and 
blindness of those who suggest that God isn’t just and good because he 
doesn’t measure up to their expectations of what God should be like.

Let’s now read the final verses revealing the presence of the triune God in 
creation. Genesis 1:26–27, 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them.

For me, one of the most mysterious acts of God in creation is this idea of 
creating man in his image and likeness. It certainly doesn’t mean that we 
look like God or that he has two arms, two legs and a body like human 
beings. Remember Jesus told the Samaritan women at the well in John 4:24, 
“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in 
truth.” Some have suggested that bearing God’s image speaks to our being 
personal, rational, creative, and moral creatures. Certainly, the Apostle 



Paul’s letters stress that being in the image of God is closely associated with 
becoming like Christ (Ephesians 4:24) or in Colossians 3:9–10 that in Christ, 

you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its 
creator.

Both of these are important, but the question remains: what was Moses 
referring to in Genesis 1:26–27 as he sought to encourage the children of 
Israel to be faithful to the God of their fathers?

Dr. Richard Pratt writes, 

In the ancient historical context, to be an image of God was 
associated with the idea of being a royal son of God. Ancient 
kings were thought to be the sons of the gods, imbued with 
the honor of ensuring that the will of heaven be enforced on 
Earth. This concept was part of God’s design for the kings of 
Israel, who were called sons of God ( 1 Chronicles 28:6; Psalm 
2:7). In Genesis, however, a radical extension of this outlook of 
the son or image of God, is applied to every human being: 
‘Male and female he created them’ (Genesis. 1:27)

The point is that in the Biblical view, all human beings assume the honor 
and value once only attributed to royalty. All people were placed in the 
world to display the glory and honor of the true and living God, the Great 
Creator King of the Universe. This would be done as human beings fulfill 
God’s will on earth, subduing the earth and having dominion of it, which is 
called the “cultural mandate.” In other words, we were designed for 
dignity as the sons and daughters of the King.

The most amazing part of the stories of God acting to redeem his fallen 
creatures, is that even though mankind has systematically disobeyed and 



turned away from their creator and his desire to bring them into the family 
of God, he still pursues us with the offer of the Gospel. You’ll remember 
that even at Jesus’ baptism the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit were 
there to assist the Son in accomplishing the will of the Father, to provide a 
way for the marred and broken image of God to be restored.

So, the question is why did God create the world? 

The answer: For his own glory.

The universe is declaring the glory of the Lord and the reason we exist is to 
see the beauty and glory of the God who created it, to be overwhelmed by 
the amazing creation that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit made for our benefit and our provision. This is the source of our joy 
and fulfillment. Anything else is a diversion and a lie.

The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 1:20–21, 

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 
21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or 
give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened.

This is what has happened to our country and all around the world. The 
good news is that when God’s image returns to the reason for their 
existence—to glorify God then God will release his “ruach” Spirit and 
restore what has been destroyed. We can’t do this on our own, nor can we 
legislate this to the ones who have rejected the one true, and living God. 

The scriptures teach us throughout that the Trinity is able to move in power 
through the created vessels that submit in love to their creator. That is our 



only hope and the only true answer to the dilemma that confronts us. Last 
week Archbishop Foley Beach asked that we all spend time in prayer and 
fasting for God intervention. I’m going to extend that request that we 
might show our creator that our hope is in Him alone and we are his 
creation, the vessels to be used for his glory. 

Let’s pray.  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