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Abounding in Hope

Text:  Romans 15:13

The theme of this second Sunday of Advent is hope. The Scriptures were 
written to be understood and followed, so as to give us hope and patience. 
This hope is not for some earthly paradise, or success in life, or even good 
health, although these are all worthwhile goals. The hope is, in the words 
of today’s Collect*, the blessed hope of everlasting life.

What is hope? For many people, hope is simply a wish or desire to see 
some particular future outcome, whether it be an event or a condition. For 
example, many children hope that Santa Claus will bring them the toy of 
their dreams for Christmas. High school and college students hope that 
they will do well on their exams. Everybody hopes that someone will 
remember him or her on their birthday. 

For Christians, hope is much, much more. It is the confident expectation 
that something will happen. And that something is that God will keep his 
promises. 

*Collect: Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures  to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience 
and he comfort of your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15:13&version=ESV


This hope is based on faith. As St. Paul says in his letter to the Hebrews, 
“...faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” (Hebrews 11:1 KJV)  Christian faith is believing that Christ died for 
our sins, that God raised him from the dead for our justification, that he 
will come again in power and glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
and that we will be a part of his kingdom forever. 

How do we know what to hope for with such confidence? To return to the 
Collect, we assert that the “Lord, ...has caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning.” We have the Holy Scriptures to teach us what we 
need to know about God and his dealings with mankind. The Collect 
further says that we must “read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them.” 

First, we must read the Scriptures. Does this mean that we just pick up any 
Bible, open it up, and start reading? Well, I suppose you could do that, and 
I have known people who would open the Bible at random, put their finger 
on the page, read a verse, and then try to apply it to their lives. But just 
think for a moment. Would you build a house like that? Just by picking up 
whatever pieces of wood were lying around and randomly placing them 
side by side? Or would you bake a cake like that, by selecting whatever 
ingredients came to hand, placing them in a bowl, mixing them up, and 
then putting them in the oven to cook? Well, you might try it, but the result 
would probably not be what you were hoping for. You have to have a plan 
to build a house. You have to have a recipe to bake a cake. And you should 
have a plan for reading the Scriptures. 

Fortunately, we Anglicans have just such a plan ready to hand. It is an 
ingenious device known as a lectionary. And it is conveniently located in 
our Book of Common Prayer. On page 735 in our prayer book is a plan to 
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help you read the entire Psalter through each month. If this proves too 
daunting, turn to page 738. Here you will find the Daily Office Lectionary. 
For every day of the Church year, including Sunday, there are readings for 
Morning Prayer and for Evening Prayer. Included is a 60-day Psalter, a 
lesson based on the Old Testament lesson or the Apocrypha. This way the 
Old Testament can be read through each year. The gospels and the Acts are 
read through twice each year, as are the Epistles. 

These readings, or lections, begin with the week we have just completed, 
the week which began with the first Sunday in Advent. And they conclude 
with the week beginning with the Sunday next before Advent, which we 
celebrated two weeks ago. This plan is one that was developed by the 
Church over the centuries. During the Reformation, the English reformers 
preserved it, with some modification, very much as we find it in our Prayer 
Book today, hundreds of years later. 

Second, we should mark, or perhaps better remark, or make note of what is 
important in our readings. How do we do this? Well, we are not left to our 
own devices, since the Scriptures of the New Testament were written by the 
Church, we have the Church to help us interpret them. If we become 
familiar with how the Church has understood the Scriptures over the 
centuries, it becomes easier to discern what is important in them. We 
Anglicans have an additional lens through which to interpret the 
Scriptures. That is the lens of our liturgy. Our liturgy is based on the 
Scriptures. It reflects what they say about God and his dealings with 
mankind. Hence, it has a lot to say about what we believe. We call this 
principle lex orandi lex credendi, we pray what we believe. You can turn that 
phrase around in English, just like an equality in mathematics, we believe 
what we pray.



Third, we should learn what the Scriptures say. Learning means that we go 
beyond the simple noting of something as being true and important. We 
commit it to memory so that we may recall it when we need it again. 
Sometimes I used to encounter students in my teaching who were content 
to memorize a fact in the short term in order to pass a quiz. A week or two 
later when it came time for a test on all the material that had been covered 
during that time, the student who had only obtained a superficial 
knowledge of the material found himself trying to relearn everything at the 
last minute. This is a difficult and ineffective way to learn, as anyone who 
has ever crammed for a test well knows. And it is most unsatisfactory in 
providing any lasting knowledge. 

When we study the Scriptures we want to learn them so thoroughly that 
we can recall the ideas, the images and the words at will. So that when the 
real test comes, as it did for our Savior in the desert, we will have the tools 
to resist temptation. Or when confronted with the needs of others, we will 
know how to pray for them. Or in our hour of need, we will know how to 
call on the Name of the Lord.

Fourth, we should inwardly digest the content of Scripture. This requires 
attention, thought, reflection, and prayer. Here we may return to the 
opening part of the Collect: it is the Lord who has caused all Scripture to be 
written for our learning. This means that every word has been inspired by 
God, not just the gospels or the New Testament, but the entire Bible, both 
Old and New Testaments. It also includes the so-called Apocrypha, those 
books which were written during the Intertestamental Period, that is the 
time between the last of the prophetic books and the coming of the 
Messiah, a period of several centuries. 

At this point, we should consider what the English Reformers had to say 
about Holy Scripture. Article VI of the Articles of Religion, which can be 



found in the back of our Prayer Book, states: “Holy Scripture containeth all 
things necessary to salvation. So whatever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed 
as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation.” If 
this is true, then we need to pay very, very careful attention to what the 
Bible says. Through it God is speaking to his Church today as He has been 
for thousands of years. We see evidence of this in today’s epistle where 
Saint Paul says: 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

As we inwardly digest God’s word conveyed to us via the Scriptures, we 
are in the process of developing what Saint Paul calls “one mind,” and this 
one mind is the mind of Christ, as he says elsewhere. (Philippians 2:5). This 
mind is one that leads us into unity with one another. And this unity leads 
us to glorify God together, “with one mind and one voice.” God had 
wanted this unity for his people ever since fellowship between God and 
man was broken by man’s disobedience in the garden of Eden. To repair 
that breach God chose Abraham to be a blessing to the nations through his 
descendants. Paul’s selections show that God intended to bless all peoples, 
not just the Jews. The Jews were to be the vehicle to convey that blessing to 
those whom the Jews referred to as the Gentiles. These were the peoples 
who had not yet entered into the covenant between God and man. Paul 
cites a number of Old Testament writers to make this point. These include 
Moses, King David, and the prophet Isaiah. This is a very brief example of 
how, by reading and studying the Scriptures with the Church, we can learn 
and internalize the great truths of God.
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But wait you say, those Scriptures seem to be out of step with our modern 
enlightened, non-judgmental, tolerant culture. Beloved, it is the other way 
around. It is our culture that has erred and strayed from the best God has 
in mind for us, his most precious creations. The lovely passage we read 
from the prophet Isaiah this morning draws our attention from the things 
which can never satisfy in this life to that which can. Why? “That your soul 
may live” says the Lord. He offers an everlasting covenant of love. He will 
abundantly pardon those who turn to him. His word will always 
accomplish his purpose. 

What can be done to change our culture you might ask? It has taken us, as 
a culture, a long while to arrive at the point we find ourselves at today. It 
will take time to reverse and heal the effects of the culture of death that has 
been imposed with the help of government coercion (Roe v. Wade) on our 
people. But as one contemporary writer (Joseph Pearce) has said: 

The culture of death is a parasite. It does not give life; it only 
destroys or corrupts it. Like all successful parasites, it kills itself 
when it kills the host culture on which it feeds. It is not merely 
deadly but suicidal. It is unsustainable. It cannot survive. Let’s not 
forget that Hitler’s promise of a Thousand Year Reich only lasted 
twelve years. In a similar vein, the communist revolution which 
according to Marx would usher in the end of history, is itself a 
ruined remnant of history.

As with the Babylonian Captivity of the Jewish people in Old Testament 
times, the Soviet tyranny lasted only 70 years before it imploded. 

What changes everything? Faithfulness to God’s calling. We see it 
happening in other parts of the world, especially in Africa and Asia. Pray 
therefore for an increase of the fruit of the spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
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kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law, nor condemnation. Seek to please God in all you 
think, say, and do. Therein lies the occupation of a lifetime of true 
happiness, of joy and peace, and an eternity in His presence. Why not start 
today?

Let us pray God this morning to give us grace to develop the mind of 
Christ. Let us ask him earnestly to give us a desire to know him more and 
more intimately. To allow him to transform our very beings, our intellects, 
and our wills, so that all our thoughts and acts would be directed toward 
unity with him and with one another. So that at the last when Christ comes 
again in glory, we will hear him say, “Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant.”
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