
The Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist  
Light of Christ Anglican Church  

The Rev. Edward V. S. Moore  
October 20, 2019

I send you forth as lambs among wolves. (Luke 10:3)

This morning we are celebrating the Feast of Saint Luke the Evangelist. I 
would like to take a quick look at this great saint’s response to the call of 
our Lord on his life. We do not know as much about the life of Saint Luke 
as modern historians would like to. But we do know what is necessary to 
get a glimpse into the writing of his two-part work: first, the gospel bearing 
his name, which gives an account of Jesus’s life and ministry; and secondly, 
its sequel, the book we call the Acts of the Apostles. 

We know from Paul’s letter to the Colossians that Luke was a physician. 
From our lofty 21st century perspective we may be apt to think that 
medicine in the Roman Empire of the 1st century AD probably consisted of 
little more than a combination of incantations, magic and folk medicine. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. Thanks to the Egyptians and the 
Greeks, a great deal was known about human anatomy and the various 
diseases which afflict humans. As early as the 16th century BC the 
Egyptians had developed over 700 diagnoses and prescriptions for such 
varied afflictions as digestive diseases, worm infestations, eye ailments, 
skin problems, burns, fractures, and rheumatism. Although the Egyptians 
even went so far as to discuss brain surgery, there was still an element of 
magic and superstition mixed with their solid medical knowledge. 

Later Greek medicine on the other hand was entirely based on careful 
observation. They were seeking a rational basis for the administration of 
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medical treatment. The Romans of the 1st century made very effective use 
of the medical knowledge of the Greeks. They performed surgery with a 
variety of easily recognizable instruments such as forceps, scalpels, and 
hooks. Roman doctors treated fractures and performed various dental 
procedures, such as extracting and capping teeth, and doing bridgework. 
Eye operations to remove cataracts, the repair of mutilations, and brain 
surgery were not uncommon medical procedures. The Roman army 
established field hospitals in each of their major garrisons. 

The foregoing may give a little glimpse into the specialized medical 
knowledge and practice with which Luke would have been familiar. The 
keen powers of observation that he would have had to develop as a 
physician contributed to his effectiveness as an historian. Indeed, his eye 
for detail, and dedication to precision, are unique among the gospel 
writers.

We first encounter Luke at the point in the Acts of the Apostles where he 
meets and joins St. Paul on his second missionary journey (Acts 16:10ff). 
Paul and his companions, Silas and Timothy, have arrived in the port of 
Troas on the western shore of the Anatolian Peninsula, modern day Turkey. 
After Paul received a vision of a man of Macedonia asking for his help, 
Luke’s narrative abruptly shifts from the third person to the first person. 
He is no longer narrating what Paul and his other companions have done 
and experienced, but rather what he, Luke, has personally witnessed as a 
member of the group. One can only conclude that it was while traveling 
with Paul and the others that Luke had the opportunity to begin 
interviewing the apostles and others, and these most likely included the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. These were people who had been eyewitnesses of 
Christ. Luke dedicates what he calls his “orderly account” to a gentile 
Christian named Theophilus, meaning lover of God. Luke’s stated purpose 
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is to confirm to him everything he had been taught as a catechumen, before 
being baptized. 

Luke’s narrative is carefully anchored in secular history. For example, he 
mentions the emperor Caesar Augustus and the governor of Syria, 
Quirinius. This is in conjunction with Jesus’s birth in Bethlehem in the 
former southern kingdom of Judea. The beginning of the ministry of John 
the Baptist is located in the fifteenth year of the reign of the Roman 
emperor Tiberius Caesar. Pontius Pilate is the governor of Judea. Herod, 
who reigned from 37–4 BC) is tetrarch of Galilee. Caiaphas is the Jewish 
high priest. Luke’s gospel has other unique perspectives and features. His 
accounts of Our Lord's birth, infancy, and boyhood contain details that 
appear nowhere else, and that can only have been provided by those who 
knew him, especially his mother.

Some of the most moving of Jesus’s parables are to be found in Luke’s 
gospel: the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son for instance. Three of the 
sayings of Christ on the Cross are unique to Luke: "Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do." "Today shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise," and "Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit."

Today’s collect points to Saint Luke’s secular profession, that of physician, 
and its outworking in his vocation of Evangelist. We prayed that the love 
and healing power of Jesus described in Luke’s gospel would be 
manifested in His church to heal our bodies and souls. Luke must have 
been awestruck by Jesus’s healing power. He could only have marveled at 
how perfect and total it was in comparison to what was possible to the 
medical profession of his day. He could only have been amazed that Jesus 
could perform such miracles of healing. That is restoration of conditions 
beyond the capability of the best medical practitioners of his time: the 
impartation of sight to the blind, of speech to the dumb and hearing to the 



deaf, of strength to paralyzed limbs, of life to lifeless bodies. Healings such 
as these could only have been accomplished by divine power. So in telling 
the good news of God’s salvation in Christ Jesus, Luke emphasizes the role 
of prayer and faith in healing everything that is disordered in the human 
condition. In his unique account of the sending out of the seventy apostles, 
Luke focuses on our Lord’s instructions to them: especially His command 
to heal the sick and to proclaim the arrival of the Kingdom of God. The 
activity of the Holy Spirit is evident everywhere in his gospel from the 
Incarnation, to Christ’s ministry in the power of the Spirit, to the world 
mission of the disciples after receiving “power from on high”. 

Luke shows a concern and a love for sinners, particularly those of low 
estate. And he has a confident hope of their repentance and forgiveness. 
Forgiveness and God's mercy to sinners is always of first importance to 
Luke. This is how spiritual healing happens. Only in Luke do we hear the 
story of the Prodigal Son totally forgiven by his overjoyed father. Only in 
Luke do we hear the story of the forgiven woman disrupting the feast by 
washing Jesus' feet with her tears. Throughout Luke's gospel, Jesus takes 
the side of the sinner who seeks a return to God's mercy. In each instance 
we witness the healing of forgiveness of sins and justification by faith in 
God’s power and goodness.

It is only in Luke's gospel that we hear the story of the Annunciation by the 
angel Gabriel; Mary's visit to Elizabeth including her song of praise, the 
Magnificat; the Presentation in the Temple including Simeon’s song, the 
“Nunc Dimittis”; and the story of Jesus's youthful disappearance in 
Jerusalem and his later discovery instructing the doctors in the Temple. It is 
Luke who gives us the Scriptural parts of the Hail Mary: "Hail Mary full of 
grace" spoken at the Annunciation and "Blessed art thou among women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb" spoken by her cousin Elizabeth. Only 



in Luke's gospel do we hear Mary proclaim that God "hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek; he hath 
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty 
away" (Luke 1:52–53).

Luke, in the power of the Holy Spirit, has left us a Scriptural witness to the 
good news of Jesus Christ. How can we, as disciples of Christ, respond to 
this gospel? We are not all Saints with a large “S” like Paul and Luke. But 
we are all saints, with a small “s”. We are all in the process of being healed 
from the wounds of the Fall. We are all undergoing the process of 
sanctification. We are all partakers of God’s heavenly grace through the 
Sacraments. How can we be part of Christ’s great healing ministry to 
mankind? Let’s look at the example of Luke’s life for some clues.

In his letter to Timothy, Paul encourages his disciple to “do the work of an 
evangelist”. He had excellent models in Paul and Luke. He had traveled 
and ministered with both of these spiritual giants. Timothy is the recipient 
of spiritual counsel from his mentor. Paul encourages Timothy to fulfill his 
ministry, to fight the good fight, to keep the faith, and to hope for the crown 
of righteousness when Jesus returns. Paul requests his presence, along with 
that of Mark, to help him in the work of the ministry at Rome. All his other 
co-workers have abandoned him except one. Only Luke has been faithful 
to Paul at this critical point in his ministry.

We too can follow Luke’s example in being faithful servants of Christ… by 
being diligent, by not abandoning Him, or the work of the ministry, when 
circumstances press in upon us. And these certainly are times when it feels 
as if the world, as we think we know it, seems to be slowly coming apart. 
But we can be confident that God is still sovereign. He is in control. Not us. 
No matter how much we would like to be. We are not God. He is.



Let’s take a look at Jesus’s instructions to those disciples he sent out into 
Judea to preach the gospel and to heal the sick.

First, he said to pray God to send out workers, because the harvest was 
great but the workers few. Next, he said that he was sending them as lambs 
among wolves. That there would be danger. That they should travel light. 
That they should not turn aside to socialize. They should stick to the 
mission he had given them. They should maintain their focus and not be 
distracted by anything good, or bad. That when they greeted others, it 
should be with a prayer for peace. That whatever support men gave them 
should be received with thanksgiving. And that “the laborer is worthy of 
his hire”. They were to be as lambs among wolves. This sounds terribly 
risky and dangerous. But the one who is sending them out is the Good 
Shepherd. He will protect them and not leave them defenseless. 

I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

Let us ask God confidently this morning for the grace to spread the good 
news of our salvation in both word and deed, in our everyday relations 
with our families, our friends, our co-workers and all those whom we are 
sent to serve.

I will close with the third Collect for Mission from Morning Prayer (BCP 
2019, pp. 24–25):

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard 
wood of the Cross that everyone might come within the reach of 
your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 
forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to 
the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.
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