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Text:  Hebrews 12:18–29 

In the spring of 1983 my father, a widower, married a lady that he met 
during his 44th high school reunion. They hadn’t known each other in high 
school but once they met they quickly fell in love and soon decided to get 
married. Dad brought her to meet me and my family and oddly enough to 
ask my blessing. I was the best man at the wedding (perhaps you already 
assumed that) and they left for Myrtle Beach for the honeymoon. 

A little over six weeks later, my father had a massive heart attack and the 
cardiologist told me that he couldn’t live through the night. His new wife 
was overwhelmed, she had lost a husband to brain cancer 3–4 years prior 
to meeting my father, and she saw a repeat unfolding before her. A friend 
of Dad’s came in and anointed my father with oil and prayed for God’s 
healing power to repair the extensive damage to his heart. Not only did he 
live through the night, but he walked out of the hospital 11 days later. The 
amazing miracle was that he left the hospital with only 15% heart function 
and lived another 27 years with that. 

Several months later Dad had an eye exam and the doctor arranged for him 
to have an MRI because he suspected a tumor because his exam showed 
that Dad had lost his peripheral vision. The results came back showing that 
he had a tumor on his pituitary gland. They would need to go in through 
the side of his head and remove the tumor. My stepmother was 
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incredulous and out of anger proclaimed that she would never, ever attend 
church again because any God who would treat a faithful servant like that 
wasn’t worthy of her praise. She was a very stubborn, proud and strong-
willed woman and my father knew that she wasn’t going to easily move 
from this declaration. 

Instead of chastising her, Dad read the word of God to her every day and 
prayed over her as she sat there. Eventually, she would join him in reading 
the Scriptures daily as they alternated between chapters. He would read 
one and then she would read another. Every morning they read 12 chapters 
together and then my father would pray a prayer of thanksgiving, praise 
and supplication. This went on for many years, never wavering but she still 
would not attend church with Dad. 

In 1997, Marcie woke up one morning and couldn’t swallow. The doctors 
ran tests and took x-rays finding that she had a malignant tumor on her 
esophagus and in surrounding lymph nodes. Over the next six months my 
father lovingly attended to her every need and continued to read God’s 
word to her and pray over her daily. I’m sure that there were times when 
Dad cried out to God in frustration but at no time did my father rail against 
God because of his beloved wife’s illness and impending death. 

She died on August 11, 1998, and my father grieved over this woman who 
he loved more than life itself. Two weeks before she died, Marcie wrote a 
letter to her son and daughter telling them that she had been foolish in the 
way she had treated God. She confessed her sin before God and warned 
them to turn to God in faith so that she could see them again someday in 
God’s kingdom. I believe that my father faithfully readings God’s word to 
her led to the Holy Spirit bringing her to repentance.



The difference between my father and his wife was that she expected God 
to live up to her expectations of him and if he wouldn’t do what she 
wanted; she would withhold her devotion from him. My father, on the 
other hand, worshipped the Lord no matter his circumstances, because he 
knew that God was always worthy of praise, honor and glory. Did he at 
times grow frustrated and impatient with God? I’m sure he did but he had 
learned over the years the lesson of Job as he replied to his wife in Job 2:10, 
“Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” 

Dad died on December 8, 2010, and I spoke at his funeral. I told the crowd, 
who knew us both very well, that even though there were many areas 
where we didn’t see eye to eye, I prayed that God would give me the 
strength of faith and faithfulness that my father demonstrated throughout 
his life in the Lord. He was so grateful for God coming to his rescue and 
saving him that nothing that happened to him or to those he loved would 
cause his devotion to his savior to diminish one little bit. He saw God for 
who he was and lived his life in devotion to him.

This morning I want us to briefly consider the comparison that the writer 
of Hebrews makes between Mount Sinai and Mount Zion. Understanding 
who God is should completely change our response to Him in worship and 
obedience. Nothing that happens to us in this life should take our hope 
away from God. On the contrary, when things are not going well, this 
should drive us to fall at his feet in praise and worship, asking for help and 
mercy to the only one who could give it.

The past several weeks we have seen how the Book of Hebrews reminds us 
of those who have gone before us in faithfulness and are therefore 
examples (witnesses) of what it looks like to know God for who he is and 
bow before him in gratefulness and honor.



Let’s consider Hebrews 12:18–19, 

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness 
and gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose 
words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them.

In Exodus 19:10–25, you can read the story of Moses climbing up Mount 
Sinai to receive the law of God. All of Israel was witness to the presence of 
God on the mountain. There were thunder and lightning and a thick cloud 
covered the mountain. Everyone in Israel was terrified at the sight of such 
power and glory and rightly so. The mountain was fenced off, and God 
warned that no one was to step past the barrier because they would surely 
die. Just to come to the foot of the mountain, all of Israel were commanded 
to wash their clothes and to abstain from sexual relations. The priests were 
commanded to consecrate themselves. There was the sound of a heavenly 
trumpet calling for Israel to assemble themselves before their God. There 
was more smoke, like a furnace and an earthquake shook the ground 
around them. The violent quaking of the mountain showed that the 
upheaval of the natural world revealed the power and instability of all 
things in the presence of the power of God. Even Moses was terrified and 
trembled, but he spoke to the Lord, and God answered inviting him and 
Aaron to come up on the mountain. Israel’s reaction was justified, they 
were frozen in fear and begged Moses to go meet with God himself but to 
basically keep them out of it. 

The amazing thing is that their fear did not succeed in their holiness and 
obedience to such an amazing and powerful display of God’s presence. It 
did nothing to change the hardness and darkness of their hearts. In just 40 
days they would worship a golden calf declaring that this was the god who 
brought them out of Egypt.
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The writer of Hebrews was reminding those who wanted to turn back to 
Judaism and the law that it was the path to destruction before a God who 
was Holy, Holy, Holy. Who could stand before such a holy and awesome 
God depending on their own righteousness? Then he shows them that 
there was a better way. Let’s look again at Hebrews 12:22–24, 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and 
to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

Those who by faith put their hope in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ as payment for their sins are invited to a different mountain that 
cannot be shaken, as it is the name of the hill upon which the New 
Jerusalem will sit. Although in our earthly pilgrimage we have not yet 
arrived at the eternal city (Hebrews 13:14), we have surely arrived by faith 
at the heavenly Jerusalem because of Jesus our forerunner and we are 
invited to enter the Holy of Holies in worship. Part of our hope in the 
things that God has promised his people in Christ is seen in the contrast 
between Mount Sinai and Mount Zion. Let me give you a few of them.

Mount Sinai revealed the power and terror of the living God, Mount Zion 
is seen as a place of peace, love and forgiveness.

Mount Sinai was in the desert and a place where nourishment was hard to 
find, Mount Zion is the city of the Living God where Revelation 22:1–2 
promise, 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the 
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street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations.

At Mount Sinai, only Moses was allowed to draw near to God and even 
then in fear, at Mount Zion all the assembly of Jesus Christ the firstborn are 
invited to draw near to God in peace.

At Mount Sinai, Moses was the mediator, one who interceded on Israel’s 
behalf, on Mount Zion, Jesus is the only mediator between God and man.

Mount Zion was all about keeping people away from the presence of God, 
Mount Zion invites all who have come to faith in Jesus Christ to draw near.

The point being made by the writer of Hebrews is that it was foolish for 
those who had come to Jesus Christ by grace through faith, to return to the 
keeping of the law, where they would be guaranteed to be found guilty 
before a Holy Judge.

Why would anyone return to Mount Sinai when the invitation is to boldly 
approach the throne of grace (Hebrews 4:14–16) with confidence. 

Genesis 4:1–16 is the story of Cain and Abel, the sons of Adam and Eve. 
Abel strikes Cain and kills him. The Lord God came to Cain and said, 
“What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me 
from the ground.” The blood of Abel was crying out for vengeance from the 
ground, but the blood of Jesus, to use the same figure, “speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel”. It speaks a word of forgiveness for the 
children of God and judgment for the wicked. 

Hebrews 12:25–29 closes with a warning to not refuse God’s voice speaking 
the gospel message to us. He must be listened to with much greater 
attention than what was spoken on Mount Sinai. The contrast between the 
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Old Testament message and the message through the Son from Heaven 
goes back to Hebrews 1:1–4, 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs.

What the writer declared from the first chapter has come full circle now. 
What was declared has been accomplished at it is the most wonderful 
invitation to ever be made.

Later in Hebrews 1:10–12 the writer points us forward to what he will write 
in chapter 12 concerning those things that will be shaken. 

You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the 
heavens are the work of your hands; 11 they will perish, but you 
remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 12 like a robe you will roll 
them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and 
your years will have no end.

The passing of the former “obsolete and aging” (8:13)  with its sanctuary 
and sacrifices is the foretaste of this final shaking. All things will be made 
new and we will inherit a kingdom that cannot be shaken or undone. The 
final word is that gratitude is to be the response to the hope we have in the 
resurrection and coming kingdom. Hebrews 12:28–29, 



Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 
29 for our God is a consuming fire.

Before my father passed away he had many more health problems, but he 
never questioned God or to my knowledge asked why. I’m persuaded that 
he had come to the place in his relationship with God that he was no longer 
waiting for things in this age to satisfy, but like those we read about in 
Hebrews looked ahead to what was promised and resolved to wait for the 
“better promise”.

Two weeks ago, I told you about my friend, Earle Clubb who passed away 
on August 6th after battling liver cancer for over three years. He was only 
43 years old and had a wife and five children ranging from 14 down to 3 
years. I was initially overwhelmed and couldn’t imagine why God would 
take Earle, who was such a man of God and a wonderful husband and 
father. One week before he died, 50–60 people from our old church in 
Roanoke gathered in their home to pray with Earle and his family. They 
filmed part of it as Earle exhorted them to hold on and then gave praise to 
God for his goodness and wisdom. I want to show you that now.

(Video of Earle Clubb)

Our Gospel reading this morning finds someone asking Jesus, “Lord, will 
those who are saved be few?” to which Jesus replied,  “Strive to enter 
through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will 
not be able.”

Why won’t they be able to enter the narrow door? I think Matthew 7:13–14 
gives us a more definite picture of what Jesus was teaching, 



Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that 
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is 
narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.

Following Jesus Christ is a guarantee for eternal life with God, where there 
is no more suffering, guilt, pain or anything bad. It’s the following him in 
the here and now that trips us up. It is a hard road filled with the trials and 
tribulations from the enemy. For Earle Clubb it was suffering terribly for 
over three years and then dying, leaving behind a family and friends that 
he adored and who adored him right back. At the end he saw the promise 
of Jesus more clearly than ever before and left this life praising the Lord for 
his wisdom and mercy. His wife Cathy wrote, “Earle is now dancing with 
Jesus. Cancer is gone, Jesus won.” That’s why I have added Earle to my 
cloud of witnesses.

I think the better question for us to answer honestly this morning is, “Will 
those who are saved be you?”

  Let’s pray.
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