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We began our new church year on December 2, 2018, with the first week of 
Advent. One of my goals for this church year was to really focus on the 
message and intention of the different seasons in the church calendar. As 
we move through the year—Advent to Christmas, then the 7–8 weeks of 
Epiphany to Ash Wednesday, the season of Lent, Palm Sunday, Holy Week
—Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, Easter Season and Pentecost—there 
is a purpose in all of this. It’s definitely not arbitrary but it is to have deep 
meaning for us as we follow the path of the Savior, from birth to death to 
resurrection, ascension and Jesus’ sending of the comforter, the power and 
wisdom that is embodied in the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

The primary purpose is that we become better acquainted with Jesus, not 
merely to have a better understanding of his life, death, resurrection and 
present reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (although that is vitally 
important) but we are to seek to more fully KNOW Him on a deeper level. 
Our passages for today have much to teach about this. Our primary 
passage will be the Gospel reading from John 20, but we will compare it to 
our reading from Revelation chapter 1. Let’s begin with a very intentional 
prayer:

“Lord Jesus,  you have revealed yourself to us through your written 
word and through your Holy Spirit. For —that we give you thanks, 
praise, honor and glory! However, we ask you this morning to open 
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our hearts and minds to you in such a way that we can begin to see 
all that you truly are and desire to be in us. Reveal to us your glory 
as you did to our brother the Apostle John in Revelation chapter 1. 
We want to know and see you as you really are, the Alpha and 
Omega, the living one, who was and is and is to come, the 
Almighty! Today we ask that you give us eyes to see, ears to hear 
and hearts to understand you more completely than ever before. It’s 
in your name, the name above every name that we pray. Amen”  

Not long after we came to Light of Christ, I met Tad de Bordenave. 
Actually, we bought a house on the same street where Tad and Connie 
lived before they moved to Richmond. I liked him from the first moment 
that I met him, and we have arranged to have lunch occasionally. Once 
Teresa and I drove to Richmond to spend the day with them. Many of you 
have known Tad a lot longer and know him a lot better than I do, so I think 
you’ll appreciate this next part. I knew that Tad had retired from St. Mary’s 
in Richmond, and I had heard of AFM (Anglican Frontier Missions) but 
through meeting Chris Royer, the Executive Director now. It wasn’t until 
later that I learned that God had planted the vision of AFM in Tad’s heart 
and he was the one who stepped out in faith 25 years ago to start that 
ministry.

Then I read the story of the birth of AFM up until now in the book, Shadows 
from Light Unapproachable. If you haven’t read it, I highly recommend it. I 
will warn you that it’s a dangerous book because it could start you 
thinking about what God might be calling you to do about the “unreached 
people groups” around the world (and there are thousands). Once I saw 
Tad through the lens of that book, it completely changed my perception of 
him. He was the same, but I wasn’t. Now when we talk, I have a better 



understanding of the man that I’m speaking with because I know him on a 
deeper level.

I thought about that example this week as I considered the disciple, John, 
encountering Jesus, the risen Savior, in our gospel reading this morning 
and the Apostle John encountering the glorified and majestic Lord Jesus in 
Revelation chapter 1. As we will see, the characters in the story are the 
same, but John’s perceptions of Jesus has radically changed. Let’s look 
again at John 20:19–22, but I’m going to read it from the NIV translation 
because I think they do a better job of capturing the emotions of the 
disciples when Jesus showed up. 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

It should be noted that the phrase “On the evening of that day, the first day 
of the week” is referring back to earlier on the same day when Jesus 
appeared to Mary Magdalene in the gardens around the now empty tomb. 
She ran and told the disciples that Jesus had appeared to her and that he 
had risen from the dead. In our passage the disciples are still in hiding for 
fear of the Jews. The Feast of Unleavened Bread is still going on, but they 
are not willing to join in the celebration. Even though Mary Magdalene told 
them that she had encountered and spoken with the resurrected Lord, they 
were likely still very confused. I wonder if their guilt and shame at having 
abandoned Jesus by running away in the Garden of Gethsemane clouded 
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their joy and hope that Jesus was alive. If he was indeed alive, how would 
they face him? What would he say to them? 

So, they are hiding behind locked doors in fear of the Jews and probably 
out of fear that they will never be able to live down what they have done. 
The locked doors would discourage anyone from coming in and would at 
least give them time to react if someone were trying to beat down the door. 

But Jesus just suddenly appears in the room. Before Jesus’ death and 
resurrection there is no reason to assume that in his humanity he could 
walk through walls or doors. One of the amazing points of Jesus’ 
willingness to come to us in human form (the incarnation) is that God 
intentionally became self-limiting by taking on flesh. There were things 
that he could no longer do because of his human form and it is very 
important to remember that. He became like us in every way except 
without sin. 

In the resurrection from the dead something major changed and it will for 
us too. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:42–44, 

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what 
is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It 
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it 
is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual 
body.

When Jesus entered the room supernaturally, he already knew their fears 
and shame. So, his first order of business is to let them know that things 
were good between them, so he gives a very common greeting, “Peace be 
with you” (Shalom). In his farewell discourse Jesus had given them peace 
and charged them not to fear what was coming (John 14:27), and now he 
will begin to lead them into that experience. This may be a common 
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greeting, but in this context the full significance of the word peace is 
present. In the Old Testament peace is closely associated with the blessing 
of God, especially the salvation to be brought by the Messiah, Psalm 29:11 
“The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses His people with 
peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6–7, 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end…

Jesus is showing his disciples that such peace has come, for his `Shalom!` 
on Easter evening is the complement of “It is finished!” on the cross. 
Finally, in Christ sacrifice, the peace of reconciliation and life from God is 
now imparted but the disciples, apparently did not receive peace from this 
first greeting, and it is only after Jesus showed them his hands and side that 
they were filled with joy at the sight of him (v. 20). Jesus had said they 
would have joy when they saw him again (16:21–22), and now they do, 
once the wounds have proven it is really him. Both the peace and the joy 
come from the presence of Jesus himself, the very presence of God come to 
earth. Jesus had taught them all along the way, that he was their model. He 
told them in John 5:19, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but 
only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the 
Son does likewise.”

It follows further that in the same way that Jesus in his ministry was 
entirely dependent upon and obedient to God the Father and acted in the 
power of the Spirit who rested upon him (1:32) at his baptism, so the 



church would move in the exact same power and authority. In Jesus’ high 
priestly prayer in John 17:19,  he prayed to the Father “For them I sanctify 
myself, that they too may be truly sanctified” and now in our passage 
Jesus breathed the Spirit into the disciples (the first church) (v. 22), so that 
they might continue to work that Jesus had begun in them.

That is why this Gospel focuses so much attention on the identity of Jesus, 
so that we also have a clear revelation of the core identity of the church. 
Unfortunately, the church has always had difficulty living up to this 
identity, despite the giving of the Spirit, that John recounts here.

If this community is to function in the way just described, then the gift of 
the Spirit is essential. Human beings in themselves are not capable of 
manifesting God's presence and doing God's will as Jesus did. Indeed, 
without the Spirit, there is no spiritual life. But Jesus now has been glorified 
so the Spirit can be given and it's at this point that the life that has been in 
Jesus in his union with God is now shared with the disciples. They have 
been reunited with Jesus and now are given his very life by the Spirit—not 
only reunited with him, but beginning to be united to him. The word used 
for breathed on (emphysao) is the same word used in the Greek Old 
Testament to describe God's action when he formed the man from the dust 
of the ground and "breathed into his face the breath of life" and the man 
became a living being (Genesis 2:7) and where God breathes life into the 
Valley of dry bones in Ezekiel 37:5–10. When Jesus breathes and imparts 
the Holy Spirit into his disciples, he is commissioning (some have 
suggested this was their ordination) them to continue his work and tells 
them that he is sending them out with the power of his name and authority 
and with the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

The breathing of the Spirit by Jesus is certainly essential, but the results do 
not fulfill the promises he made earlier in this Gospel. A week later they are 
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not bearing witness but are back in the room with locked doors (v. 26). In 
the next chapter they are back fishing for fish, not for disciples. 
Furthermore, the conditions for the presence of the Spirit have not been 
completely met. The Spirit will be given after Jesus' return to the Father 
(14:16, 26; 16:7, 13). Jesus is in the process of returning but has not yet 
returned. Thus, it appears that Jesus' giving of the Spirit, like his ascending 
to the Father, is a complex process and not a simple, one-time event. 

John is filling in details not given by Luke regarding the beginning of the 
disciples' new life and ministry just as he did regarding the beginning of 
Jesus' ministry in his connection with John the Baptist and in the calling of 
the first disciples. Dr. Rod Whitacre in his Commentary of John’s Gospel 
points out:

John's account describes a preliminary stage of preparation for 
ministry. "The mission is inaugurated, but not actually begun. . . . 
The actual beginning of the mission lies outside the scope of the 
Fourth Gospel. There remains, therefore, room for the Pentecostal 
outpouring, after which the disciples take up the mission in public 
in the power of the Spirit descending from Father and Son in 
heaven" (Hoskyns 1940b:653). Such preparation is clearly the point 
in Jesus' bringing the disciples to faith in himself and in the 
commissioning….A clue may be found in one of the strangest 
aspects of these first encounters: Thomas was not present when the 
Spirit was given (v. 24), yet he is the one who confesses Jesus as 
Lord and God, a confession which is the work of the Spirit. This 
suggests that the breathing of the Spirit was not simply directed at 
the individuals present, as if one had to be hit by the molecules 
coming from Jesus' mouth or nose in order to receive the Spirit. 
Rather, the Spirit is now unleashed into the world in a new way and 



begins to bring about new life where he finds faith. The disciples 
enter into a new phase in their life with God, but it is not yet the 
time of their active witness, as it will be from Pentecost on.

When Jesus shows up in the room where the disciples are staying, John 
records their response to the revelation of the resurrected Messiah as joy, 
and then when Thomas encounters Jesus in the same way eight days later 
his response is “My Lord and my God”.  All the gospel accounts of the 
disciples first encountering Jesus after the resurrection seem remarkably 
tame with the exception of the women in Matthew’s account. Matthew 
28:8–10, 

So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to 
tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 
And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me.”

When I read the Apostle John’s reaction to seeing Jesus in Revelation 1:17 
and Jesus’ response to John, I began to get a glimmer of why there was 
such a difference. Let’s read Revelation 1:17–18, 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand 
on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. 
I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and 
Hades.”

Remember that John was “the disciple who Jesus loved” (13:23) and the 
one who was recorded as leaning back against Jesus at the Last Supper in 
John 13:25. There was an intimate familiarity with Jesus but there is never a 
recorded response of John bowing down in fear at the presence of Jesus 
until Revelation 1:17. What was different? From the time of Jesus’ ascension 
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to the right hand of the Father until the writing of the Book of Revelation 
was most likely between 50–55 years. In that time frame John, the Apostle 
had become one of the pillars of the early church and had been part of an 
amazing move of the Holy Spirit. He had also suffered great persecution 
and Tertullian, the second-century theologian, wrote in The Prescription 
Against Heretics, 

How happy is the church in Rome, on which the apostles poured 
forth all their doctrine along with their blood! Where Peter endures 
a passion like his Lord’s! Where Paul wins his crown in a death like 
John’s (referring to John the Baptist) Where the apostle John was 
first plunged, unhurt into boiling oil, and then remitted to his 
island exile.

I can be assured that the years between Jesus ascension and John’s 
encounter in the Spirit with Jesus in Revelation 1 was filled with joy, 
sorrow, amazement, victories and countless trials. The way that John and 
all the Christians made it through those times was to stay in fellowship 
with Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit. John’s relationship with the 
Savior would have grown far, far deeper than when he walked and lived 
with Jesus while he was here on earth. The maturity of their faith was in 
direct proportion to their lives in faith and obedience to God, no matter the 
situation. 

As John and the disciples watched Jesus ascend into Heaven, they were 
persuaded that he was the Messiah but when John beheld Jesus in all of his 
glory 50+ years later he saw him through spiritual eyes and a much, much 
deeper understanding of who Jesus really was. There is some disagreement 
as to the date of writing of John’s gospel and the Book of Revelation, but I 
can’t help but wonder if the Gospel was written after the encounter with 
Jesus as the Alpha and the Omega. I love Jesus’ response to John as he, in 



fear and terror, falls at the feet of the glorified Lord who was revealed in all 
his holiness. I can picture Jesus, whose description in Revelation 1 would 
have been heart-stopping, looking down at the still beloved disciple and 
saying, “John, my dear beloved disciple, don’t fear, I love you and chose to bring 
you to me in the Spirit so that you could see and experience me as I truly am and 
always have been. Stand up my friend because I want you to write down what you 
have seen, so that others might know who I am too.”

This is one of the reasons that the church seasons are so vitally important. 
They cause us to intentionally seek a deeper understanding and 
relationship with Jesus.

We see another great example of what happens when we develop a deeper 
understanding and relationship with God. This morning we read a portion 
of the end of the Book of Job. The Lord had allowed Satan to virtually 
destroy Job’s life, by taking almost everything away from him. At one 
point, Job decides that even God is unjust as he seeks to defend himself to 
his friends, but listen again to Job’s words when he encounters the presence 
of God, 

“I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be 
thwarted. 3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore, 
I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, 
which I did not know. 4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and 
you make it known to me.’ 5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the 
ear, but now my eye sees you; 6 therefore I despise myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes.”

What was God’s response to Job’s repentance? He restored double what he 
had taken away and “the Lord blessed the later days of Job more than his 
beginning.”



The invitation of the seasons of the church is that we seek to better 
understand who Jesus is and be allowed to grow in a deeper relationship 
than we have ever experienced. The scriptures continue to assure us that 
God desires to be known by his people and is willing to take us as deep as 
we want. The examples of the apostles are that it cost them everything they 
had but they gained all that they needed and more. As we continue our 
journey now headed to Pentecost let’s seek a greater outpouring of God’s 
Spirit so that we become the revelation of Jesus’ love and power to those 
around us.

Let’s pray!

©2019 Rev. Mike Moffitt


