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Text:  John 19:1-37

He said, “It is finished.” (John 19:30)

Now, it is finished, the end of Christ’s coming into the world, His painful 
life, our redemption. As he said to his disciples the previous night, He has 
finished the work which His Father had given Him to do, that the scripture 
might be fulfilled. (John 17:4) Our Lord having fulfilled his mission, bowed 
his head, and gave up his spirit. 

What preceded this momentous event? Before he was turned over to be 
crucified, Pilate had Jesus scourged as He himself had prophesied would 
happen (“they shall scourge (the Son of Man) and crucify him” he had told 
his disciples). The prophets had said, “the plowers plowed on my back, and 
made long furrows,” and “by his stripes we are healed”. Contemplating 
this fearful sight should terrify us, but it should also comfort us. It is Jesus’ 
very blood which heals us. This thought should be one we reflect on 
constantly. Our God being scourged for us! 

Next, we see Christ wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 
Pilate’s statement that he found no guilt in Jesus seems to say, “Is this not 
enough, the spitting, the bruising, the hair plucked off, the blood running 
down the face from the bite of the thorns, the flesh of the body torn and 
covered with blood from the scourging?” This is the Man of sorrows, his 
visage marred, without any form or comeliness, no beauty at all. (Isaiah 
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53:2) “Behold the Man!” says Pilate. Yea, “behold the Lamb of God, that 
takes away the sin of the world.” He has come expressly to endure this 
suffering for those who would see Him as the way, and the truth, and the 
life!

And yet, this is not enough: “Crucify Him,” cry the chief priests, and our 
sins cry out as well: “Crucify Him.” Pilate says, “Behold your king”, and 
the crowd cries out, “Away with Him, away with Him; crucify Him!” 
Pilate asks the crowd, “Shall I crucify your King?” Then Pilate has written 
in Aramaic, Latin  and Greek, and placed on the cross a sign declaring: 
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (in Latin, Iesus Nazarenus Rex 
Iudaeorum, abbreviated INRI). A truth Jews could not accept, but one we 
rejoice over. 

The kingdoms of this world pass away. God’s kingdom remains. Athens is 
gone, Rome is gone, Judaea gone. Jesus remains our King. We know Him 
through His Cross. He imprints His laws of the new covenant on our hearts 
by His Spirit of wisdom and truth. May His kingdom reign in power in our 
hearts! May our every thought be brought captive to Christ! May the Father 
reveal His Son in us; to behold Him as our King! 

Now let us notice those standing nearby as He hangs on the Cross: first are 
the enemies: the four Roman soldiers along with their Centurion, who were 
his executioners. They are indifferent to the suffering of the one they have 
hung on the Cross. They can only think of dividing his garments. 

There are also four friends standing nearby: the beginnings of His Church. 
His mother, His mother’s sister, Mary (the wife) of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene, and yet one more, the disciple whom He loved, John the 
Evangelist. His mother represents virgin purity, her sister (Salome the 
mother of the evangelist) and the wife of Clopas marital fidelity, Mary 
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Magdalene, penitence, the Apostle John, divine love: together they 
represent the fullness of His Church. They teach us abandonment to the 
divine will. “Not my will, but Thy will be done!” There gathered together 
in His Name, He in the midst of His Church, worshipping Him as one. He 
speaks to us with his dying voice to love one another, as He has loved us; 
that he who does the will of God shall be His brother, and sister, and 
mother. “Woman, behold your son.” He says to His mother and to the 
disciple whom he loved, “Behold your mother.” 

Last, we look at Him hanging upon the cross. His final two words: “I 
thirst.” Followed by “It is finished.” The first reminding us of His 
humanity, the second that he freely took upon Himself human flesh and 
joined it to His divine essence, humbling Himself to be born of a Virgin, 
and that now He freely lays it down, bowing his head and giving up His 
spirit.

The soldiers do not break His legs, but rather thrust a spear into His side 
from which comes blood and water. The blood symbolizes the work of 
redemption, just completed by His death; and the water the ‘birth from 
above,’ with its cleansing from sin, which was the result of His death, and 
is the means by which we appropriate it. Thus the two great Sacraments are 
represented: the Eucharist and Baptism. Let us now draw near to Him with 
a true heart, in full assurance of faith, exhorting one another, and so much 
the more as we see the day approaching.
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