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There’s Something About That Name

Text: Exodus 3:1–15 

Several years ago, I went to the registrar’s office at Virginia Western 
Community College to help one of my men from the homeless shelter get 
enrolled. He was a veteran and needed to talk with someone who could 
help him get the benefits he was entitled to. As we sat waiting, the young 
woman behind the desk said, “You’re Amy Moffitt’s father, aren’t you?” 
Immediately, I turned with a smile on my face because that young lady 
mentioned my daughter and a name that almost always makes me smile. I 
saw the young woman’s name on the placard on her desk and remembered 
her from when she used to come to a Bible study that I taught while Amy 
was in high school. 

Names can evoke in us a full range of emotions whether it be happiness, 
anger, guilt, fear and many others. In modern culture names represent an 
identifying label but they don’t usually say anything that speaks to who we 
really are as people. In Biblical times personal names were often chosen to 
give information describing in some way the character of a person or the 
circumstances at the time of their birth. A good example is the Book of 
Hosea where God instructs the prophet to name his children according to 
the message that God was sending to Israel about their unfaithfulness to 
Him. In a similar way, the Scriptures often speak of God’s names as a way 
to reveal his character; for example in Genesis 17:1 God appeared to 
Abraham and said, “I Am God Almighty” (El Shaddai) signifying God’s
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universal dominion; “God most high” (El Elyon) and “Everlasting God” (El 
Olam) in Genesis 14:22.

In our Old Testament passage today we will see the most important name 
for God in the Old Testament—“Yahweh” (Jehovah), which is translated as 
“the Lord” in English. Although God revealed himself to the patriarchs as 
Yahweh before the days of Moses (Genesis 15:7; 28:13), in our Old 
Testament reading this morning from Genesis 3:1–15 he declared to Moses 
that his name had special significance in his day and for the rest of Israel’s 
history. This morning our primary text will be Exodus 3:1–15 but we will be 
referring to our New Testament reading from 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 and 
our Gospel from Luke 13:1–9.

Before we look at our passage in Exodus 3, it is helpful to remember that 
the story written about God approaching Moses was written by Moses. As 
the children of Israel wandered the desert for 40 years, Moses wrote this 
story to encourage Israel to seek to know God intimately and willingly 
follow him to the Promised Land. In this morning’s passage, Moses is 
reminding Israel to remember how they were in bondage to slavery, but 
God delivered them. The end of Exodus 2:23–24, 

During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel 
groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue 
from slavery came up to God. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.

So, with that in mind let’s consider our story from Exodus 3. Moses now 80 
years old has been in the land of Midian for 40 years after having fled the 
land of Egypt for killing an Egyptian. He married the daughter of a priest 
of Midian and for 40 years has tended the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro. 
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One day as he led his flock to the far side of the desert, he came to Horeb, 
called the mountain of God. 

And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst 
of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not 
consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burned.”

It is important to understand who it was that appeared to Moses in the 
burning bush. You will notice that the “Angel of the Lord (Jehovah) 
appeared to him” in verse 2 but it’s the “the Lord (Jehovah “The existing 
one) in verse 4. saw that he had gone over to see”, it was  God (Elohim, the 
true God, plural) called to him from within the bush” in verse 4.

Sounds confusing? No doubt. You have the Angel of Jehovah, Jehovah and 
God- plural (Elohim) speaking here in this text. See how the names become 
important? Well let me clear it up a bit. This easy movement shows that 
this person was a real being that was identified with God and yet was sent 
by Him and therefore distinct from the Father, and yet He is referred to as 
God- plural. Most Bible scholars agree that this was the pre-incarnate Son 
of God, Jesus. There are many passages to point to about this but that’s for 
another time. In the Old Testament the Angel of the Lord is the only one 
who reveals the complete divine essence while still being able to be in the 
company of sinners, and yet while revealing the power and wrath of God is 
also able to demonstrate his absolute mercy.

In this passage the Angel of the Lord appears in flames of fire within a bush 
and yet the bush is not consumed. The fire points us to the fact of the 
divine presence and is a frequent Biblical symbol for the presence of God, 
sometimes symbolizing (as here) the threat of his holiness. 

Hebrews 12:29 reveals: 



Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us 
be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for 
our “God is a consuming fire.”

The fire demonstrates the holiness of God as he purifies that which is 
unclean, much like sterilizing a needle with fire to kill any bacteria that has 
infected it. It also shows us that God is the one who brings judgment upon 
the unrighteous. The Lord shows up as fire within the bush to demonstrate 
that he is the consuming fire but does not need the fuel of the bush itself. 
He is able to move in ways that we cannot, and his holiness reveals that he 
is separate from us and must be approached with extreme caution.

In Genesis 3 Adam and Eve are willfully disobedient to the command of 
God but many would say that what they did doesn’t seem like such a big 
deal. This is due to the misunderstanding of the holiness of God. Our first 
parent’s disregard of God’s command meant that they had to be banished 
from the garden and they could never return because there would be 
extreme danger for them. The holiness of God endangers the unrepentant 
sinner because it is not a passive force but an active force that embraces all 
that conforms to it but destroys all that offends.

This is not just the difference between the created and the creator or the 
lowly before the almighty but the fear of sinners before the pure holiness of 
God. The biblical symbol for this holiness is fire and it is throughout the 
Book of Exodus. It starts with the fire in the bush and ends with the fire on 
the mountain in 19:18,

Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in 
fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and the 
whole mountain trembled violently.



Moses decides to go over and check out why the bush is not being 
consumed by the fire and that is when God calls out his name twice 
symbolizing urgency. 

4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5 “Do 
not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where 
you are standing is holy ground.”

This was the starting place for Moses as the Lord’s servant, as it is for 
anyone who enters into the service of the Lord. Until you have been on 
your knees ,undone by the holiness of God, you have not begun to 
understand your desperate need of his mercy. 

God commands Moses to stop where he is and to take off his sandals 
because the very place where livestock had been walking was now made 
holy and set apart by God’s presence. God was not banishing Moses from 
his presence but was setting the conditions for Moses to approach him. 
Psalm 24:3 says, “Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may 
stand in his holy place?” God was making it simple but definite: “take off 
your sandals”. 

The God who is Holy, Holy, Holy is held in such high esteem that the 
Cherubim and Seraphim who are before the throne of God continually 
night and day bow before Him crying out his praises (Revelation 4). Even 
though they are sinless they cover their eyes before the glory of God. They 
are careful as to how they approach him and this theme continues 
throughout scripture, even though the forms change. In the full Mosaic 
system, acceptance into the presence of God was through the atoning 
power of the sacrifice presented at the altar (Leviticus 17). These sacrifices 
pointed us forward to the atoning sacrifice that Christ made upon the cross, 



“the righteous for the unrighteous to bring you to God” (1 Peter 3:18) and 
through whom we “have access to the Father by one Spirit” (Ephesians. 
2:18). The point of Moses taking off his sandals is one of simple obedience 
and the reward was that he was to be allowed into the presence of the Lord 
Almighty. Then God identifies who he is, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this point, 
Moses realizes who is speaking to him and he falls to his face out of fear of 
the God who to see his face meant death. Moses the unrighteous sinner is 
confronted by absolute purity and holiness and he is undone.

God identifies that he is the God of Moses’ father of which we know 
nothing but his name, Amram. Apparently, his father had revealed enough 
of the Jewish heritage that Moses knew the stories of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. Again, it is important here to remember that Moses is writing this 
story to Israel encouraging them to trust in Jehovah as he did and just like 
their forefathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had. He is pointing out to them 
that they had been rescued from Egypt because God had remembered his 
covenant promise made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that from their 
lineage beginning with Abraham, a people would be raised up with the 
result that all the nations of the earth would be blessed. They were to 
remember that their Father Abraham had left everything behind and set 
out for an unknown destination just because God had told him too 
(Genesis 12:1; Hebrews 11:8); Isaac faced impossible odds of death itself 
and experienced a God who did provide and whose promises could be 
trusted (Genesis 22:1–14; Hebrews 11:17–20); and Jacob discovered the 
foolishness of living by his cunning when he should have been trusting the 
promises of God (Genesis 27). Moses is telling Israel his story and relating 
it to their forefathers as a way of showing how they too should faithfully 
follow God.



Now back to our passage in Exodus 3. God explains to Moses that he has 
heard the cries of his people Israel and has seen their misery and distress. 
Moses’ task was simple, he was to go to the Pharaoh and tell him that he 
must let Israel leave Egypt because their God was going to send them to 
the land promised to Abraham. The Lord revealed to Moses that the land 
was already developed and ready to live in because it was occupied by the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. These 
nations had become pagan in their worship, so God was giving the land to 
the descendants of Abraham as he had promised, and Moses was to be 
used of God to accomplish this. 

9”And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the 
way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you 
to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses 
said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelite's out of Egypt?”

God is inviting Moses to be a part of something wonderful that God was 
absolutely going to do. Moses’ reaction is the same as what most of us 
would have had. He couldn’t imagine that he would be able to come close 
to accomplishing what God was asking. God had chosen Moses for the task 
at hand and really the discussion was just a preliminary to Moses doing 
what God was commanding. However, God in his patience knows that 
what he is asking is overwhelming and Moses does not yet see all that God 
is going to do in and through him. So, God answers Moses, “I will be with 
you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When 
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this 
mountain.” 

God promises Moses that his call would be confirmed by future action in 
that God would bring Moses and Israel out of Egypt and they would 



worship God on this very same mountain, but for the time being Moses 
was to be obedient and go to Pharaoh. Even though Moses now knows that 
he is in the presence of the Holy, Eternal, Creator God of his forefather’s, he 
doesn’t yet know him intimately or know his name and he assumes that 
Israel won’t either. So, he asks God to identify himself by name. 

14 “God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the 
Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ “This is my 
name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to generation.”

In Genesis, the most common name for God was Yahweh (Jehovah) as 
when people called upon the name of Lord (Yahweh). The mysterious use 
of “I Am who I Am” or it can also be translated “I will be who I will be” is 
God revealing to Moses and to Israel that he will be with them, ever 
present. Whatever sense of inadequacy that Moses felt about himself would 
be answered by the creator God who was more than adequate for all 
situations. Where Moses was weak the power of the almighty would be 
brought to bear. The God who was the consuming fire that needed no 
outside source for energy would be there and he would accomplish all his 
Holy will. He would be the God who was the great “I Am” who would 
allow his people to know him as He is. Time and again God would live up 
to His name even when Israel lived in unbelief and apostasy.                                               

In this morning’s Epistle from 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 Paul exhorts the 
Corinthian church to not repeat the sinful ways of Israel but to repent and 
turn in faithful obedience to Jesus Christ, who Paul identifies as the 
“spiritual Rock who followed Israel”. Jesus was and is the “living water” 
that refreshed Israel and would do the same for them. Paul had worked to 
establish the church at Corinth and God had poured out his Spirit in large 
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measure upon them and they grew and flourished under Paul’s initial 
ministry of around 18 months. This letter was written in response to 
reports that divisions and factions had arisen within the church and there 
were many reports of immorality and drunkenness being tolerated within 
the Christian community. They were being torn apart because they had 
stopped following the example of Christ and of Paul their father in the 
gospel. 

Paul is reminding them of how Israel had been blessed by God by his 
presence symbolized by the cloud that followed them by day and the pillar 
of fire by night as they wandered in the desert for 40 years. He reminds 
them of how God brought them through the Red Sea on dry ground and 
fed them manna, the bread of angels and the living water from a rock. Paul 
reminds them that Israel after being given all these things, being led by the 
presence of God, turned and set their hearts on evil desires, resulting in 
God killing 23,000 of them in one day. Paul writes, 

These things happened to them as examples and were written down as 
warnings for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. So, if you 
think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! No 
temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And 
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can 
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you 
can endure it.

In our gospel reading this morning Jesus tells a parable about a man who 
had a fig tree growing in his garden that had not produced any fruit for 
three years and needed to be cut down. The owner sees no reason for it to 
left alone when it wasn’t producing what it had been created for. The 
vinedresser pleads with the owner and says, “Leave it alone for one more 
year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine. If 
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not cut it down.”  That God doesn’t immediately punish those who have 
turned from obedience to him doesn’t mean that he approves of their sin. 
Instead, it shows that he is a merciful and patient God but that sinners 
should repent while there is time. 

In all three passages this morning we see examples of God’s long-suffering 
and mercy, but we also see that ultimately He will bring judgment on those 
who do not turn in faithfulness and gratitude for his mercy.

Consider once more the example of Moses. When he first encountered the 
great “I AM”, Jehovah from within the burning bush, he was warned to 
come no closer and to take off his shoes, because the presence of God had 
made the ground holy. As we said earlier Moses was warned to come no 
closer because there was danger for him. Then in chapters 19–34, we read 
of Moses being called to come up on the Holy mountain into the presence 
of God. In 33:19–20 we read, 

Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make all 
my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The 
Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my 
face, for man shall not see me and live.” 

Jehovah, the Lord, now not only allows Moses into his presence but he 
shows him his glory. However, the children were warned to not even step a 
foot onto the mountain lest they be destroyed. What changed with Moses? 
Was he suddenly without sin? No, of course not. Nothing happened 
between the burning bush and Sinai to remove his sins and the sacrificial 
system had not yet been established. Maybe, like Abraham, Moses had 
acted in faith and obedience to all of God’s commands and this was 
counted to him as righteousness. He had grown in relationship with to the 



point that he could enter the cloud. He was allowed to come close to God 
because he had grown close to God.  

Remember the promise that God made to Moses on the Mountain that first 
time? Let me remind you from Exodus 3:12, 

“I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: 
when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on 
this mountain.” 

As Moses walks up onto the mountain having been summoned by God, 
everything had changed. I guarantee you that there was still awe, reverence 
and a holy fear of the God whose presence made the mountain tremble and 
be consumed by fire and smoke, but Moses goes up as a friend and faithful 
servant. His reward? He spends 40 days and nights in God’s amazing 
presence, and he beholds him in his glory. 

That’s not all. Remember two weeks ago we looked at the story of the 
Mount of Transfiguration from Matthew 17. Moses and Elijah and standing 
with Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords on another holy mountain, 
made holy by the one who first spoke from the burning bush many, many 
years before. Moses went from being a shepherd of someone else’s flock to 
one of the greatest prophets to ever live, to one who lives in the presence of 
his Holy God and King. Moses is still read and spoken of thousands of 
years after his death but has now received his reward in Heaven before 
God. 

Only God can accomplish a journey like that. We are given the same 
opportunity to experience more of God’s presence if we seek to move into 
it by faith. The more we follow him by faith, the more we are invited into 
communion with him. The more time we invest in seeking God through 
worship, the Word and prayer the more we are granted access to his 



presence. This morning’s Psalm reminds us of the promises of the Lord, 
Jehovah: 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 3 who forgives 
all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 4 who redeems your life from 
the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 5 He made known 
his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 10 He does not deal with 
us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 11 For 
as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love 
toward those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far 
does he remove our transgressions from us.13 As a father shows 
compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear 
him. 

Let’s pray.
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