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Jesus, Our True King

Text:  John 18:33–37 

Today we come in celebration of the full authority of Jesus Christ as King 
and Lord of the universe. In the church calendar this is the final Sunday of 
Ordinary Time (which began the week after Pentecost). Today is the 
Sunday before Advent which is the beginning of the church year. 
Originally, Pope Pius Xl instituted the Feast of Christ the King in 1925, in 
the hope that it would be celebrated throughout the universal church. He 
wrote his famous encyclical, Quas Primas, because he recognized the 
increasing denial of Christ as King due to the rise of secularism throughout 
much of Europe. Many within the organized church, both Catholics and 
Protestants began to doubt Christ’s authority and existence, which of 
course led to the denial that the church had any power or authority of its 
own. During that time the Christian world was witnessing the rise of non-
Christian or nominal Christian dictatorships throughout Europe and some 
leaders attempted to assert authority over the church.

In the 21st century many Western Christians - Catholic and Protestant - 
celebrate Christ the King Sunday, including Anglicans. Unfortunately, we 
live in a world where the term “King” is looked down upon because it is 
seen as too authoritarian in an individualistic culture where each 
individual is often encouraged to see him or herself as the final authority. 
However, we come together today to acknowledge that our King is loving, 
merciful and just and is worthy of our praise, honor and glory.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+18:33-37&version=ESV


The earliest Christians saw Jesus as the fulfillment of the Jewish 
anticipation of the long-awaited Messiah. The Messiah (or anointed one) 
was the expected king who would deliver Israel from the hands of the 
Romans. As we know, unlike the messiah that the Jews were looking for, 
Jesus came to set all people free, Jew and Gentile alike, not from Rome but 
from sin and death. This King would not only rule over the Jews but has 
eternally ruled over the universe. 

Christians have long celebrated Jesus Christ (the Messiah) as King, and his 
reign is so central to who he is that it is celebrated to some degree in every 
season of the church. In Advent, Christians wait with eager anticipation of 
the second coming of King Jesus who will restore all things as he 
inaugurates his Heavenly kingdom here on Earth. 

At Christmas we sing of the birth of the child who was King. Remember 
the words in the song, What Child is this?

What Child is this, who laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are 
keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels 
sing.  
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary.

In the third verse we sing of our proper response to this King:

So, bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, All tongues and peoples 
own Him 
The King of kings salvation brings, Let loving hearts enthrone Him  
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels 
sing.  
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary.



In Holy Week, Jesus is seen as the type of king who washes the feet of his 
subjects and the King who lays his life down for those who betray him and 
becomes the crucified King. On Easter morning we gather to celebrate that 
Jesus is the resurrected King who rises in power and glory. In the 
celebration of the Ascension, Jesus our King returns to the Father and to the 
glory that he had with him before the world was even created. At Pentecost 
the King sent the Holy Spirit that emanated from the Father and the Son so 
that his people would have the power to accomplish all that they were 
given to do. In the weeks since Pentecost we have seen that everything that 
the King provided is all that is needed to love and serve him in his power 
and authority. In other words, we have understood that the King 
accomplished for us all that we need to live in joy and harmony within his 
creation and domain.

Today, the end of the church year is a remembrance and celebration of our 
King, whom God exalted to rule over the whole universe, the King who 
was given a name above all names. The celebration of the Lordship of Jesus 
the King looks back to the Ascension, Easter, the Transfiguration and points 
ahead to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords appearing in glory. 

Each of the verses that we read this morning reveals to us something vitally 
important about our King, but first I want to share with you a story that I 
thought about this week as I considered Jesus as King.

In previous sermons I’ve shared different stories about my fathers’ older 
brother, Cyril. I called him Uncle Cy and he was always bigger than life to 
me. Cy, my Aunt Chris and my two cousins, Joel and Marc, lived in 
Greensboro, NC, and I only got to see them two or three times a year. Uncle 
Cy was a very godly man and the one who led my father to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. Quite frankly, that saved our family because 



God made such a difference in my father’s life that even though things 
never really were that great, they were no longer horrible. 

Uncle Cy was in senior management with Blue Cross/Blue Shield in North 
Carolina and was also a trained tenor and well-known Bible teacher in the 
Charismatic movement. He and my Aunt Chris used to sing professionally 
as she was an alto trained at Julliard, and my Uncle was trained at 
Westminster Choir College. Their family always seemed so together and 
even my cousins appeared to me as the perfect sons to my aunt and uncle.

I, on the other hand, was the black sheep of the family and trust me I’m not 
being paranoid, it was true. I knew my father lived in the shadow of my 
uncle and never really felt that he could compare even though my uncle 
never did anything but encourage him. I watched my Uncle Cy deal with 
the drowning death of my cousin Joel at age 23. At Joel’s funeral Cy, Chris 
and Marc were comforting the hundreds of people who showed up 
distraught over Joel’s death. I watched my Uncle Cy take care of his wife of 
63 years as she declined physically and mentally. He treated her with such 
love and tenderness even when she no longer knew him and treated him 
terribly at times. When she died, again he was the one comforting everyone 
else even though I knew that he was hurting terribly.

Towards the end of my fathers’ life he lived with us off and on for 10 years. 
I eventually had to put him in a nursing home but right before I did my 
Uncle Cy wanted to drive from North Carolina to spend a few days with 
Dad. As it ended up, he wanted to spend some time with me as well which 
I will always treasure. He really wanted to come and hear me preach and 
I’ll never forget that Sunday because Cy sat right on the front row and he 
just beamed the whole time. After the service he walked up to me and gave 
me a hug and said, “That may be the best sermon I ever heard.” Of course, 
I thought to myself (being the cynic that I am) “Yes, but it may not be too”.



Now, my Father used to come to my Bible studies at the church and he 
heard me preach often and would say such things to me on a regular basis 
but having it come from my Uncle Cy was such a gift for me. I lived on that 
word of his for a long time. Approximately a year later my Uncle found out 
that he had an inoperable brain tumor and that it was very aggressive. He 
called me one day to tell me about the prognosis. He didn’t have long to 
live and an even shorter time where he would be able to communicate. I’ll 
never forget the last words my Uncle Cy said to me, “I just wanted to call 
you before I lose the ability to speak and to tell you how very proud, I am 
of you. You have become the man that God called you to be and I’m so glad 
that I got to see it.”

In retrospect, I don’t think I’ve ever had anyone say something to me that 
was more affirming than the final words of my Uncle Cy. In less than two 
weeks my father and my uncle were gone. They died within two days of 
each other, neither one knowing about the other.

Now you may be wondering what this story has to do with Jesus as King 
and my answer is that is has everything to do with it, but more about that 
later. Let’s take a brief look at a sampling of our verses for this morning. 
Let’s begin with Daniel 7:13–14, 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came 
one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him. 14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

Many of you know this passage very well and recognize that it was 
Daniel’s vision of Christ’ ascension back to the Father after his resurrection. 



It was a vision given 550–600 years before it happened. In Acts 1 Jesus says 
his final exhortation to his disciples and then right before their eyes he rises 
up into the sky. Acts 1:9–11, 

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing 
into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.”

Daniel sees Jesus returning back to the position of power and authority that 
he had shared with the Father for all time but now he returns as the God/
Man who was the creator and king of the universe. The gain of all that he 
did was done for the joy of the Father and the salvation of those whom the 
Father loved.

Psalm 93:1–2, 

The Lord reigns; he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed; he has put on 
strength as his belt. Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 
2 Your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting.

The writer of Hebrews quotes a similar verse from Psalm 45 and identifies 
this as speaking of the Son of God, Jesus the King, “But of the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the 
scepter of your kingdom.” Again, we see the example of Jesus eternally 
existing as God and King ruling and reigning with the Father.

In our passage from the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, Jesus 
instructs the Apostle John to write a testimony bearing witness to who 
Jesus is. Let’s read again Revelation 1:4–8, 



John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus 
Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings 
on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 
6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the 
clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all 
tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 8 “I am the 
Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who 
is to come, the Almighty.”

What a powerful declaration as to the identity of Jesus, “him who is and 
who was and who is to come” which was a very similar claim that God 
spoke to Moses in Exodus 3:14, where God declared that he was ”I Am”. 
Here Jesus states that he is the faithful witness from verse 2, the first to rise 
from the dead thereby guaranteeing that those who follow after him will 
also rise from the dead and he is the ruler of the kings of the Earth as 
foretold in Psalm 2 as the “King installed on Mount Zion” who ruled over 
the kings of the earth. He declares himself the Alpha and Omega, who is 
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet denote that God is the first 
(creator) and the last (the one who brings all thing to consummation). He’s 
the Lord of all—past, present and future. His sovereignty in creation 
guarantees the fulfillment of his purposes in re-creation (Romans 8:18–25).

This is the same Jesus who stood before Pontius Pilate in humility and 
submitted to the authority of a pagan ruler and allowed himself to be 
cruelly mistreated, brutalized and crucified. It hardly seems like the same 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8:18%E2%80%9325&version=ESV


person does it? The one who returns victorious to his Heavenly throne next 
to his Father, the Ancient of Days. The one who is spoken of by the Psalmist 
as robed in majesty, as having an everlasting throne and the one who 
established the earth and rules over it in power or the one in the Book of 
Revelation who is the eternal God who reigns over all creation and will 
pour out his holy wrath on those who have stood in opposition to him.

How do we reconcile these images with the humility of the one who stood 
in willing submission to a Roman Prefect and gave up to the hatred and 
vitriol of the Jewish authorities who had him convicted based on lies and 
jealousy?

It shows us the heart of the true King. A good King loves his subjects and 
protects and provides for them. They are more important to him than his 
own life. Jesus became the definition of what a true King was like.

Nineteenth-century philosopher Søren Kierkegaard wrote the following 
parable which I think demonstrates this point beautifully.

Suppose there was a king who loved a humble maiden.

The king was like no other king. Every statesman trembled before 
his power. No one dared breathe a word against him, for he had the 
strength to crush all opponents. And yet this mighty king was 
melted by love for a humble maiden.

How could he declare his love for her? In an odd sort of way, his 
very kingliness tied his hands. If he brought her to the palace and 
crowned her head with jewels and clothed her body in royal robes, 
she would surely not resist—no one dared resist him. But would 
she love him?



She would say she loved him, of course, but would she truly? Or 
would she live with him in fear, nursing a private grief for the life 
she had left behind. Would she be happy at his side? How could he 
know?

If he rode to her forest cottage in his royal carriage, with an armed 
escort waving bright banners, that too would overwhelm her. He 
did not want a cringing subject. He wanted a lover, an equal. He 
wanted her to forget that he was a king and she a humble maiden 
and to let shared love cross over the gulf between them.

“For it is only in love that the unequal can be made equal,” concluded 
Kierkegaard. The king, convinced he could not elevate the maiden without 
crushing her freedom, resolved to descend. He clothed himself as a beggar 
and approached her cottage incognito, with a worn cloak fluttering loosely 
about him. It was no mere disguise, but a new identity he took on. He 
renounced the throne to win her hand.”

What Kierkegaard expressed in parable form, the apostle Paul expressed in 
these words about Jesus the Christ from Philippians 2:6–8, “Christ Jesus,] 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross.  

In His dealings with human beings, God had often come down and dealt 
with men and women in ways that they could understand. They could 
never have grasped the full truth of his power and glory, so God 
condescended in various ways to speak to Abraham, to Moses, and to the 
nation of Israel and the prophets. But nothing would compare to what God 



was willing to do next, after 400 years of silence God, like the king in 
Kierkegaard’s parable, took on a new form: He became a man. It was 
something that would have been unthinkable. Who would think that God 
would do that? The truth is, we offer God nothing that he lacks and in 
himself he is fully complete. The only conclusion that we can come to is 
that what God did he did because of love. Jesus Christ eternally exists with 
the Father as God and King but agreed to come down as man to make a 
way for us to come back to the Father by paying the price of our sin with 
his own life. No one saw that coming.

Today, we have come to celebrate our King for loving us so fully and 
sacrificially. One of the ways that we do that is through worship and praise. 
Our King is worthy of our praise, honor and glory and the 
acknowledgment that he is King forever. Revelation 5:12–14 tells of the 
scene before the throne of God where Jesus is acclaimed for who he is. This 
is a wonderful way to speak to him in praise; listen:

saying with a loud voice, 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”

13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever 
and ever!”

14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down 
and worshiped.”

Another way that we celebrate our King is by doing what he asked us to do 
in declaring to those around us and around the world that Jesus Christ is 
Lord of all and the only way to God the Father. We should do that by word 



and action. My Uncle Cy didn’t have any reason to pursue me as we didn’t 
have a deep history together. His pursuit and words of kindness and 
affirmation came from a love that I didn’t expect from him, but love it was 
and I felt it deeply. They were for me a lifeline that pointed me to the love 
and mercy of the one who gave up his life that I might live. One of the 
greatest things that we as children of the King can do is to tell of his love 
through our kindness and sacrificial living and giving to those for whom 
the King died. As we prepare to enter into the new season of the church, let 
our goal and our prayers be that this year we will have a passion for our 
King that is far greater and deeper than ever before.

Let’s Pray.
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