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He Gave Us His Word

Text:  Deuteronomy 6:1–9 

My mother was the “Queen of Platitudes” and she always had her own 
little proverbs or pithy sayings that conveyed her displeasure and attitude 
about what I thought or usually what I had done. I could probably write a 
book on them, but I suspect that many would be the same ones you have 
heard or even used. Some of them she said a lot and they really did get on 
my nerves sometimes, but she wasn’t someone that you talked back to 
without consequences. 

Let me give you a few examples. If she felt that I had not performed a chore 
up to her standards she would always say, “What’s worth doing is worth 
doing right!” I once retorted, “Well apparently I didn’t feel it was worth 
doing” SMACK! Up-side the head. If I had done something that she 
thought was foolish or dangerous and it was because I was simply 
following the crowd, she would say in exasperation, “Well, if everyone else 
jumped off a bridge would you jump off too?” I remember once that she 
returned to that little witticism and I replied, “Well, I guess it would 
depend on why they were jumping off the bridge.” SMACK! Leaving a 
door or window open even for a minute would invite the question, “Were 
you born in a barn?” Of course, that was too good of a straight line to pass 
up, so I would reply, “I don’t know, was I? You were there right?” SWING! 
(and a miss because started backing up as I said it). You know the type of 
questions that I’m talking about. “Do you think we’re made of money?” 
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My reply, “That would be great” or when I didn’t want to eat what she had 
put in front of me (which was often and in my defense my father didn’t 
usually want to either) but she would say, “There are starving children in 
India who would love to have this food” and my reply “Well, by all means 
send it to them.” Once my father responded to her saying this, “Haven’t 
they been through enough?”

 Now I tell you these stories in jest, but the truth is that I found myself 
saying the same things to my children when they were growing up (except 
I didn’t go upside their heads if they showed their own wit, I’ve always 
appreciated a good come back). My mother was actually loving me by 
passing on her values and ways of looking at things and she also made me 
appreciative when I am given a really good meal. I was reminded of these 
things this week as I considered our passage. My mother’s frequent use of 
these platitudes is indelibly printed on my mind, enough so that I still 
remember them many, many years later.

Each of our passages this morning speaks to the absolute necessity of 
knowing, remembering and teaching God’s Word, certainly to unbelievers, 
but especially to our children and our children’s children. The Book of 
Deuteronomy was mostly written on the plains of Moab as the second 
generation of the exodus prepared to enter the Promised Land under the 
leadership of Joshua. Their faithless parents all died in the wilderness, 
except for Joshua and Caleb, who remained faithful to God throughout the 
wilderness wanderings. The first generation died as punishment from God 
for rejecting his word and his promises to them, but the children had all 
been spared by God in order to preserve his holy people and maintain his 
promises to their forefathers. 

In chapter 4 Moses restates what covenant fidelity and loyalty to God looks 
like in four categories: the basic outline of obedience to God; lessons from 



the past; threats and hopes for the future and a summation of the law. In 
chapter 5 Moses gave them an outline and brief explanation of the ten 
commandments and he wrote in 5:28–33, 

And the Lord heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the Lord said 
to me, ‘I have heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to 
you. They are right in all that they have spoken. 29 Oh that they had such 
a heart as this always, to fear me and to keep all my commandments, that it 
might go well with them and with their descendants forever! 30 Go and 
say to them, “Return to your tents.” 31 But you, stand here by me, and I 
will tell you the whole commandment and the statutes and the rules that 
you shall teach them, that they may do them in the land that I am giving 
them to possess.’ 32 You shall be careful therefore to do as the Lord your 
God has commanded you. You shall not turn aside to the right hand or to 
the left. 33 You shall walk in all the way that the Lord your God has 
commanded you, that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and 
that you may live long in the land that you shall possess.

Essentially, Moses reminded the children to remember what had happened 
to their parents and grandparents because they had ignored the Word of 
God. Moses restated the law and commands of God and encouraged them 
to be faithful that it would go well with them, their children and 
succeeding generations. God had brought them through many trials and 
attacks from enemies and now they were preparing to enter the land that 
had been promised to their Father Abraham and his descendants, which 
they were. 

Our passage this morning from Deuteronomy 6:1–9 is a reminder of the 
importance of remembering the law and commands of God and of teaching 
all that God commanded to their children if their nation was to flourish and 
be blessed. Let’s read together Deuteronomy 6:1–3, 



Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rule—that the Lord 
your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land 
to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you may fear the Lord 
your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes 
and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, 
and that your days may be long. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful 
to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply 
greatly, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land 
flowing with milk and honey. 

Moses declared to them that the highest priority of the covenant was loving 
and obeying the Lord in the present and passing on that love and 
importance of obedience to future generations. If they would do that God 
promised that they would prosper as a nation and be at peace with their 
enemies. God would go before them in protection and blessing if they lived 
up to the commands of the covenant.

I remember when I first really paid attention to Psalm 138:2, 

I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all 
things your name and your word.

The Psalmist declared that the promises of God through his Word were 
more glorious and wonderful than everything else. Even the beauty and 
majesty of a creation that perfectly reflects the one who created it, is not as 
valuable as the word spoken by God to his people. David sees the value of 
the written word of God as it is timeless, never changing and of more value 
than anything else. Revelation exceeds creation in that it more fully reveals 
the clarity and definitive instruction of God. 



Over and over God revealed his character and nature by declaring them 
through his names and writing them down for us to remember. Charles 
Spurgeon wrote in his exposition of Psalm 138, 

The name of the Lord in nature is not so easily read as in the 
Scriptures, which are a revelation in human language, specially 
adapted to the human mind, treating of human need, and of a 
Savior who appeared in human nature to redeem humanity. Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but the divine word will not pass away, 
and in this respect especially it has a preeminence over every other 
form of manifestation. Moreover, the Lord lays all the rest of his 
name under tribute to his word: his wisdom, power, love, and all 
his other attributes combine to carry out his word. It is his word 
which creates, sustains, quickens, enlightens, and comforts. As a 
word of command, it is supreme; and in the person of the incarnate 
Word it is set above all the works of God's hands…Let us adore the 
Lord who has spoken to us by his word, and by his Son; and in the 
presence of unbelievers let us both praise his holy name and extol 
his holy word.

As Israel wandered for 40 years in the desert, Moses, through the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, gave them a written record of God’s dealings 
from creation to their present time. He told them the story of their Father 
Abraham who received the promise from God that he would be the Father 
of Nations, and all the nations of the earth would be blessed through his 
descendants. God spoke this word to Abraham even though he did not yet 
have an heir and was already 75 years old. As you will remember, it was 25 
years before Isaac was born and yet Abraham continued to believe that 
God would keep his word of promise. Years later God commanded 
Abraham to take this son of promise and sacrifice him as a burnt offering to 



the Lord. I can only imagine what Abraham was thinking as he took his 
son, wood for the sacrifice and a few servants to Mount Mariah to obey the 
command of God. I know that I would be asking God for an explanation as 
to how the child of the promise could still be the one through whom God 
would build a line of descendants if he was sacrificed. He had to wonder 
what he was going to tell Sarah when Isaac didn’t return with him from the 
journey. I guarantee you that although Abraham was asking many 
questions God was silent. Why? Because he had already spoken, there 
wasn’t anything else to say. Now it was up to Abraham to obey the word of 
God by faith and see what God would do in keeping his earlier promise.

Moses told this story to Israel of Abraham’s faithfulness to God as they 
moved towards the Promised Land. They were being encouraged to keep 
faith in the promises of God and to carefully obey his commands, even 
though things didn’t appear to be going the way they had hoped. Like 
Abraham, Israel would find that if they would stay the course, they would 
find that God always remembered his word because he held it and his 
name above all things. 

Let’s read Deuteronomy 6:4–9, 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.



In Hebrew, these verses are known as the Shema ("hear" in Hebrew). It is 
the classic Hebrew confession of faith, describing who God is and what our 
duty is towards Him. The LORD our God, the LORD is one! This is the 
essential truth about God. He is a person and not a vague pantheistic force. 
Being one, He cannot be represented by contradictory images. Since the 
LORD our God is one, He is not Baal or Ashtoreth - He is the LORD God, 
and they are not. Israel’s focus must be on their God alone and all that he 
had revealed about himself through his word and presence.

In our gospel reading this morning from Mark 12:28–34, Jesus echoes the 
importance of this command. This command shows the totality of devotion 
that God requires for those who desire all that God desires for them. It 
requires ALL of their heart, soul and might. This is the language of 
complete devotion. God doesn’t merely demand obedience to the law or 
fidelity to a covenant, but he wants all of us. Proverbs 23:26, “My son, give 
me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways.” Psalm 51:17, “The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
you will not despise.”

Biblical faith will not be maintained in any family, country or culture unless 
the truths of God are passed down from one generation to another. 
However, it isn’t merely truths that need to be passed down but a passion 
for them and the example of what single-minded devotion looks like. This 
is one of the ways that God commanded Adam and Eve to build the 
kingdom of God on earth. They were to raise up their children to know and 
love the Lord God, their creator. When sin entered into the world it became 
necessary to teach future generations the ways of God in order to ensure 
that the knowledge of God was not lost. Moses commanded Israel to be 
diligent, faithful and intentional about teaching their children  God’s word 
to them and all the stories of God’s power and faithfulness to their 
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forefathers. As long as they did that they experienced God’s blessing and 
provision but when they stopped it didn’t take long for their culture to 
plummet.

Judges 2:10–15, 

And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of 110 
years. 9 And they buried him within the boundaries of his inheritance in 
Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of 
Gaash. 10 And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And 
there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord or the 
work that he had done for Israel.

11 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and 
served the Baals. 12 And they abandoned the Lord, the God of their fathers, 
who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other 
gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and 
bowed down to them. And they provoked the Lord to anger. 13 They 
abandoned the Lord and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. 14 So the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to 
plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their 
surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their 
enemies. 15 Whenever they marched out, the hand of the Lord was against 
them for harm, as the Lord had warned, and as the Lord had sworn to 
them. And they were in terrible distress.

I would venture to guess that all this happened to Israel because they 
allowed their focus on the holiness of God’s name and his word to 
diminish. When it ceased being of primary importance to the parents then 
it was not passed down to the children and grandchildren. In one 



generation Israel had the hearts turned to the gods of other nations. Moses 
warned Israel about the consequences of idolatry in Deuteronomy 4:25–27, 

When you father children and children's children, and have grown old in 
the land, if you act corruptly by making a carved image in the form of 
anything, and by doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord your God, so as 
to provoke him to anger, 26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today, that you will soon utterly perish from the land that you are going 
over the Jordan to possess. You will not live long in it, but will be utterly 
destroyed. And the Lord will scatter you among the peoples, and you will 
be left few in number among the nations where the Lord will drive you.  

Moses knew the hearts of this people, as did the Lord God, so this warning 
was given but as always it was given with a promise too. Verse 29, “But 
from there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you 
search after him with all your heart and with all your soul.”

What should be our takeaway this morning from this passage? I think there 
are at least three. 

1. As Christians, we should ask God to reveal the idols in our lives that 
have captured our hearts and focus and caused us to not to “love the 
Lord with all our heart, all our soul and with all our might” and once 
revealed we should repent of those things and turn back to God.

2. We should return our focus on God’s word and find ways to teach it to 
ourselves and to our children and grandchildren. In the coming days we 
will be discussing ways that we as individuals and as a church can begin 
to do that more effectively.

3. We should vote in the upcoming election for those who will uphold the 
teachings of God’s word both in issues of morality and in good 
stewardship of all that God has provided us. The issues in our country 



are many and the differences between candidates are clear. As a nation 
we are in grave danger and must return to the Word of God as our guide 
and authority even though it may cost us personally.

Don Wildman and the American Family Association (AFA) have asked 
Christians in America to set aside Monday, November 5th as a day of 
prayer and fasting for the mid-term elections on Tuesday. He wrote this, 
“There is much at stake in next Tuesday's midterm election. Issues such as 
the sanctity of life, religious liberty, the security of our borders, our 
response to Islamic fundamentalism, and the advance of the radical LGBT 
agenda are all on the ballot.”

AFA is encouraging God's people to pray and fast on Monday, November 
5, for God's will to be done on Election Day. Let's appeal to the God of 
heaven to intervene and motivate his people to select godly leadership to 
guide our country.

If you are able to do this, I encourage you to. The hope for America lies in 
the prayers of God’s people as they return to faithful obedience to his word 
and teaching it to their children and children’s children. Clearly our 
children will be learning from someone, it had better be us. It’s never too 
late when there is repentance and faithful obedience.

Let’s pray.
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