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Jesus: Ascension to the Father

Text: Luke 24:36–53

On the last morning of GAFCON the Rt. Rev. Rennis Ponniah, Bishop of 
Singapore, began by quoting a friend of his, who preached his last sermon 
a few days before he went to be with the Lord entitled, Would you serve God 
for nothing?  There was a pause as many who were there as employees of 
churches squirmed in their seats. He reasoned that proclaiming the gospel 
is worth everything you have in life. The reason you give yourself so 
completely to this mission is not for any blessing or benefit you hope to get 
from God, but because that is the way to love the God who gave 
everything to save you. In other words, it was for all Christians.

That has been the desired outcome of our five-week journey through Luke 
22:66–24:53. We have been brought face to face with the reality of Jesus’ 
sacrifice for our sin and shame, so that we can behold our Savior and King 
in all his glory as we continue to love, serve and worship him for all 
eternity.

The first week we read of the shameful treatment that Jesus endured at his 
trial and humiliation. We saw that our response must be to teach God’s 
gospel that reveals that it was our sin that brought Jesus to our rescue in 
the first place. The only acceptable response to Jesus is to come repenting of 
sin and by faith embracing him as Savior and Lord. Any other gospel 
simply undermines Christ’s sacrifice and can even render it as unimportant 
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and unnecessary in the minds of many. In much of the Western church, 
people have accepted a gospel of inclusion where there is no need for 
repentance of sin, but they are encouraged to just do the best they can. In 
this gospel, you don’t really need Jesus, but because you’re so special, he is 
there in case you need him.

The second week we read of Jesus’ loving sacrifice and grace as he took our 
place upon the cross. He did this that we might be reconciled to God and 
become the people of God—God’s Church. We saw that the centrality of 
the cross is of first importance for God’s people. It is our symbol of victory 
over sin and death and the reminder that we, out of love and commitment 
to God must take up our cross and follow Jesus, too (Matthew 16:24–26).

The third week we read of the powerful victory of Jesus’ resurrection and 
how it revealed to us that nothing is impossible with God. It showed us 
that this is God’s world and what we can accomplish in Jesus name is not 
limited to what we can do in our own strength. If we will follow the 
commands and will of God obediently, then all the power and resources of 
his kingdom are at our disposal. Because this is true, whatever God 
commands we can accomplish in Jesus name.

The fourth week we read of Jesus opening up the word of God to two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were initially kept from seeing who 
it was that spoke to them but they later commented that this simple 
scripture centered approach caused their hearts to burn and turned their 
despair to joy as they turned around and returned to Jerusalem with the 
good news that Jesus was alive. The fact of the resurrection changed 
everything and revealed to them that God’s word was reliable.
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Today, we come to our last section from Luke 24:36–53 where Jesus 
personally confirms that everything that God had promised through the 
law and the prophets was fully realized in him. 

In verses 36–43 we read of Jesus suddenly appearing to his disciples and 
saying, “Peace to you.” I can think of two reasons that Jesus would say that 
and the first is of course the most obvious. A person who they saw die and 
placed in a tomb suddenly walks through a closed door and greets them. 
That would cause most of us to jump back in fear, unless you’re really into 
ghosts. Jesus assures them that he is not a spirit but is very much in the 
flesh. He encourages them to touch him, he shows them the wounds 
received at his crucifixion and he asks for something to eat, which you 
would assume a spirit wouldn’t do.

We find the second reason that they should have peace in verses 44–48,

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and 
the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things.” 

We see Jesus doing the same thing that we discussed with opening up the 
scriptures to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. His point in doing 
that was to prove to them that everything that had happened to the 
Messiah had been foretold through the law of Moses and the prophets. If 
they had known God’s word, they would have recognized what was 
happening. The result was that it caused their hearts to burn within them 
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as he spoke. The power and truth of God’s holy word penetrated their 
hearts and set them on fire. Now this happens to the disciples as Jesus 
opens up their minds to understand from the scriptures what had 
previously been hidden. This revelation changed their perception of the 
events of the previous week, from hopelessness and despair to joy and 
celebration. The fact that Jesus had indeed resurrected and stood before 
them would be the greatest reason for lasting peace. He was exactly who he 
had claimed to be and that revelation changes everything. As we come to 
understand this it will change our perception of the reason for life to. 

They could now testify as witnesses to the indisputable truth of Jesus’ 
resurrection. They would be able to testify that he had come to them in the 
same body, although while it was the same, it was also very different. It 
had new properties, like the ability to walk through walls and appear and 
disappear at will. Now Psalm 16:10 made perfect sense, “For you will not 
abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.” No one 
would be able to legitimately claim that Jesus hadn’t really died and 
resurrected but had merely woken up the same as before. 

The Apostle Paul saw the importance of this event in 1 Corinthians 15:20–
22, 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come 
also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive.

And later Paul would write in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come.”



Jesus Christ through his resurrection revealed that the New Creation had 
begun, God through Christ had ushered in the kingdom in all it’s power 
and authority and he was standing before the disciples as the first-fruits of 
new creation. Again, the Apostle Paul would later write of this amazing 
event in Colossians 1:18, “And he is the head of the body, the church. He is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent.” 

To understand this changes everything and the resurrection of Jesus 
changes how we understand God’s word. For instance, we read this 
morning from Isaiah 42:8–9, 

I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise 
to carved idols. 9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new 
things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them. 

Jesus revealed that he was indeed the Lord and even death and sin could 
not overcome him. As he stood before his disciples he spoke peace to them 
because he was the new thing declared and they no longer had reason to 
fear.

Now God’s great victory over sin, death and Satan stood before his first 
disciples in the flesh. God’s ultimate victory for all time—right in the 
middle of time instead of at the end of time, like many had assumed. 
Everything was contained in the Word of God, but they needed eyes to see. 
He announced beforehand what he intended to do so that when he did it 
they might know that he alone was God. The Old Testament and the New 
speak as one voice as the culmination of God’s plan. There would be no 
doubt in their hearts as they proclaimed the victory of God with certainty 
and authority.
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Even though Jesus opened up their eyes to the scriptures and caused them 
to finally see him in truth, they weren’t quite ready to accomplish the 
mission that was given them. So, Jesus gives them another command in 
verse 49, “And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. 
But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

They didn’t yet understand the full scope of the mission. Jesus was the God 
of all nations. They were to preach repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
based on Christ Holy sacrifice and their eye-witness account of the 
resurrection. They were witnesses that the kingdom of God had come and 
would break into the darkness of all nations with the light of Christ. As the 
ambassadors of Jesus, they would reveal the light of Christ and the power 
of God’s kingdom—casting out demons, healing the sick, raising the dead 
and speaking the truth of God that transforms lives. That’s why they were 
told to wait for the power from on high to be poured out upon them. 

Spirit empowerment is a threshold moment in life and that’s why it is 
indispensable for the Christian. It’s where the power of God is found. It 
would be in the power of the Holy Spirit that they would testify both in 
word and deed. We read this morning from Acts 3:11–26, which was the 
middle of a story that began with Peter and John going up to the temple to 
pray.  As they came to the door a lame beggar asked them for money. I love 
what Peter did next in Acts 3:6–8, 

But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took 
him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and 
ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, 
and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 
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Well, as you can imagine everybody was excited to see such a thing and it’s 
in this mornings reading from Acts 3 that we see the result of the healing 
power of God. It was because of this demonstration of the power of the 
Holy Spirit that people were willing to listen to what Peter had to say to 
them. He began with, “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why 
do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him 
walk?”  Peter had their attention because of the demonstration of God’s 
power and under the anointing of the Holy Spirit he preaches a wonderful 
message of repentance of sin and of the saving power of Jesus Christ, 
whom they had crucified. We see the result of this powerful event in Acts 
4:1–4, 

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the 
temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they 
were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from 
the dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next 
day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the 
word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 

Not a bad day’s work for two simple, uneducated men, fisherman, with 
their hearts set on fire by the word of God and the promised power of the 
Holy Spirit. They simply became  the vessels that Jesus used, not because of 
their great ability and superior knowledge of the scriptures but because 
they had fallen in love with Jesus and now walked in his power and 
authority. Does this describe you? Do you long for it to describe you?

This last part may be my favorite part. Luke 24:50–53, 

And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up 



into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God.

Of all the events and stories from Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem to 
his ascension into Heaven, the ascension tends to receive the least amount 
of attention. The truth is that the ascension is of as much importance as the 
resurrection. Jesus ascends to glory and he takes the journey on our behalf. 
As he told his disciples in John 14:2–3, 

In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 
may be also.

In the ascension Jesus is also the first as the physical enters the eternal and 
the fallen world and new creation are joined together. To really get a sense 
of what this means to us now, we need to see the ascension through the 
eyes of Heaven. 

We can see it through Daniels vision in Daniel 7:13–14, 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came 
one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him. 14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

The prophet saw this vision of Jesus’ return to the Father over 500 years 
before it happened. Jesus returns victorious to receive the gift and 
inheritance from his Father which was dominion, glory and an eternal 
kingdom. The promise made to the Son by the Father in Psalm 2:8 was fully 
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realized, “Ask me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of 
the earth your possession.”

In essence, Jesus is now King of Kings and Lord of Lord’s and he is ruling 
now for all eternity. The Apostle Paul exalts in Christ’s enthronement in 
Philippians where we read that, "God has highly exalted him and given him 
a name above all names." The resurrection was the proof that Jesus won, 
and Satan lost. 

Peter and John and all within the early church believed that Jesus had 
overcome death, sin and Satan and therefore they lived like that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and the witness of God’s Holy word. At GAFCON 
I met many from nations where persecution was a continual occurrence, 
but they had such joy because they weren’t living for the things of this 
world but for the glory of Christ their Lord and King who rules in power 
now. I had several tell me they were praying for us, that we would come 
alive in Christ and move with joy in the power of God, instead of seeking 
fulfillment in earthly things. It was very humbling because I couldn’t 
contradict their image of most of our culture. Their eyes and aspirations 
were focused on something greater than anything this world has to offer. 

I was reminded of Hebrews 11:16 where the writer is referring to those who 
had lived and died for the faith, “Instead, they were longing for a better 
country—a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for he has prepared a city for them.”

This week I thought of Hiroo Onoda, the Japanese soldier who hid out on 
an island in the Philippines for 29 years because he did not believe that 
World War II was over. It’s a fascinating story of someone who lived in 
bondage to fear and mistrusted everyone for so long because he didn’t 
realize the truth. He needed someone to tell him and finally when his 



commander (who was by then a book seller) was located, and he flew to 
the island relieving him of his duties. What an example of the power of 
revealing the truth. The truth once revealed by a trusted source set him 
free.

We have spent five weeks looking at the substance of the gospel message 
and the importance of God’s people being faithful in its proclamation. 
There are many both here and around the world who don’t know or 
believe that Jesus won the war over sin, death and Satan and that he invites 
all people to live in freedom from bondage and slavery to sin and death. 
There are many within the body of Christ who haven’t yet experienced the 
joy of personal relationship with Jesus or the relief that he cares deeply for 
them. Our passage today should give us a reason to celebrate because Jesus 
our Lord is ruling and reigning over all of creation and nothing can 
successfully come against him. We have no reason to fear that evil appears 
to be reigning supreme all around us and we must not be afraid when 
those who hate God rail against us. Psalm 110:2 promises us that “The Lord 
will extend your mighty scepter from Zion, you will rule in the midst of 
your enemies.”                                                                                                                                       

We have seen today that God’s Church is to be rooted in scripture and 
renewed by the Holy Spirit. Our passage also reminds us that Jesus is 
willing and able to provide us with His word, authority and the power of 
the Holy Spirit if we will come in faith asking him. What are you hungry 
for? Do you want more of God? Do you want to encounter and experience 
him in power? Then bow down before him and ask him to do a work in 
you that only he can do. Bow before the Exalted King who loves you 
passionately. Let’s pray!
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