
Ninth Sunday of Pentecost 
Light of Christ Anglican Church 

The Rev. Mike Moffitt, July 22, 2018

Jesus: Resurrected
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Years ago, our daughter, Amy had a t-shirt that had printed on the top 
front, “God is Dead- Nietzsche” and on the bottom, “Nietzsche is Dead- 
God”. I loved that shirt because it exposed the arrogance of Friedrich 
Nietzsche, an atheist philosopher who in 1882 had proclaimed to the world 
that “God is Dead”. He was suggesting that the Enlightenment period had 
“killed” the possibility in a belief that any god had ever existed. 

Since then, others have picked up on this idea and stated that maybe the 
Christian God had existed at some point but, clearly, he is now dead. It’s 
not unusual to hear or read the comment that God doesn’t exist, or if he 
does in some form he is now irrelevant. Now, many conclude that science 
can explain to us everything that we need to know about life and creation. 
The belief in God is seen as important for those who need a crutch in order 
to cope with life, instead of him being the author and sustainer of life. 
Many who consider themselves Christians live as if God was an add-on to 
their lives instead of the reason they live.  

Today we will see that this is God’s world and he is fully in control. We 
need him even more than we may realize.

We are in week three of a five-week series on “Proclaiming Christ 
Faithfully to the Nations”, which was the theme of GAFCON 2018 in 
Jerusalem last month. Each day there we considered a different way of 
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understanding how we can be more effective in proclaiming the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ our King over all of creation. The Gospel reading for the 
week was Luke 22:66–24:53 and we considered a portion from that every 
day. We are following that same format here over a five-week period. Each 
week there is a sub-theme to the over-all theme, and so far we have 
discussed God’s Gospel in week one, and God’s Church last week. 

In week one we discussed how the gospel message being preached today is 
often watered down to become a gospel of inclusion where God is said to 
invite people to come to him just as they are without the need of 
repentance and faith. We saw that much of the confusion and misery of our 
present age is due to the failure of many within the organized church to 
teach the true and life-changing gospel. Western culture encourages us to 
see morality as whatever we believe it to be and there is really no reason to 
repent of sin unless we break the rule of suggesting that what someone else 
believes is wrong. Truth is relative and is whatever you believe it to be. 
Instead, men and women are encouraged to live for their own good and 
they should see themselves as the center of their own universe. Has this led 
to contentment and peace in the minds and hearts of our people? No, 
instead it has led to misery, addictions, broken families, suicide and a 
society so fractured that most have lost hope for the future. 

The false gospel of inclusion leaves us wondering why Jesus needed to go 
to the cross. It makes his sacrifice seem superfluous if sin has not separated 
us from God. If that were true, then there is no need for the atonement and 
Christ suffered needlessly. When God’s gospel is not preached and taught 
then people do not hear the truth found in God’s word and they don’t 
come to repentance and faith and they are left in their misery and sin and 
are wholly unprepared to encounter the living God at judgment. We ended 
with the exhortation that, 



We must resist the message of the age that teaches unconditional 
affirmation of whoever you choose to be and replace it with the 
message of God’s unconditional love that will not leave you who 
you are but through the power of the risen Savior will set you free 
from the bondage of sin and death. (Sermon, July 8, 2018)

Last week we discussed the importance of the cross of Jesus Christ and 
how it is central to the gospel. Without the cross of Christ there is no 
sacrifice for our sins and there is therefore no satisfaction to appease the 
wrath and judgment of almighty God. We must preach the whole counsel 
of God when we tell the wonderful story of the love of God through Jesus 
Christ upon the cross. We must warn those who have thus far rejected the 
call of God to repent of their sin and rebellion against God because the 
gospel message includes the truth about judgment and Hell. Our sin and 
separation from God was and is serious enough that Jesus, God in the flesh 
had to come down and die an agonizing death upon the cross to make a 
way for us to be reconciled to God. Though the message of the gospel is 
seen as offensive to the unbeliever we must love them enough to tell them 
the truth in the hope that they too will turn and follow the Lord. We must 
preach that God has offered freedom from guilt and shame through 
embracing the cross of Jesus Christ. Sin, death, and Satan have been 
defeated and we must share that truth often that others might follow us as 
we pursue God faithfully.

Today, our sub-theme is “God’s World” and the text that we will consider is 
from Luke 23:50-24:12. Our passage opens with Joseph of Arimathea going 
to Pontius Pilate asking him for permission to take down the body of Jesus. 
All four gospels attribute this act to him but in the gospel of John, 
Nicodemus, also a member of the Sanhedrin, was said to accompany him. 
This would have put them at odds with the decision of the Sanhedrin to 
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put Jesus to death. This was a great act of faith and came at a time when 
Jesus’ other disciples had fled. It would have jeopardized their entire future 
in Judaism. 

Luke records that Joseph was a good and righteous man, who had not 
consented to the decision and action of the counsel and “he was looking for 
the kingdom of God”. Matthew records in 27:57 that he had become a 
disciple of Jesus but unlike the twelve disciples at that point, Joseph of 
Arimathea lived up to what he believed and acted upon it. We see the same 
thing in the women who went to complete the burial ritual of Jesus. Let’s 
read Luke 24:1-9, 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, 
taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled 
away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of 
the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men 
stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and 
bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek 
the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how 
he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day 
rise.” 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb 
they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.

On the first day of the week the women took the risk of going to the tomb 
of Jesus to complete the burial ritual that they had been unable to finish on 
Friday because of the Sabbath. The twelve remained in hiding out of fear 
but the women acted with boldness. When they found the tomb empty and 
heard the words of the two men in dazzling white (angels) they 
remembered that Jesus told them this would happen. So, they turned and 
went back to the disciples to tell them the amazing news of hope. Their 
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despair had turned to hopeful anticipation as they hurried back with this 
incredible turn of events.

This story seems so simple and yet it has such powerful implications for 
the believer. The disciples, the women who followed Jesus, and even those 
in leadership within Judaism had all encountered Jesus and been touched 
by his words, miracles and presence yet they had been surprised when all 
that he foretold about himself actually came to pass. Jesus shared with the 
disciple’s multiple times that he was going to Jerusalem where he would be 
betrayed, arrested, tried, convicted and put to death. Listen to Matthew 
20:17-19, 

And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, 
and on the way he said to them, 18 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. 
And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, 
and they will condemn him to death 19 and deliver him over to the 
Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on 
the third day.

Each of the gospels records this warning and Mark records three separate 
occasions where Jesus reveals to the disciples and the women who traveled 
with them apparently that he would suffer, die and be raised up on the 
third day but when it happened they were shocked, surprised, dismayed 
and racked with fear. How can we understand their seeming inability to 
understand what seems so very plain to us now and what does it teach us 
today? 

I suspect that in part it was because God prevented them from fully 
understanding, so that they would not seek to prevent what God had 
planned to do before the foundations of the earth. Secondly, what Jesus was 
telling them made no sense in light of who they thought that he was, and 



what they assumed he had come to do. Their perception of who the 
Messiah would be did not include him dying, but reigning eternally on the 
throne in Jerusalem. In their experience people did not come back to life 
when they were killed, so to them Jesus must have been speaking 
metaphorically or telling them an allegory designed to reveal an amazing 
hidden truth that they didn’t yet understand. This probably explains why 
they didn’t leave in John 6 when Jesus spoke of them eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood. If you will remember 270 other followers of Jesus did 
leave over that, but the 12 stayed. Remember John 6:66-69, 

After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with 
him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that 
you are the Holy One of God.” 

They weren’t going to leave because he said something they didn’t 
understand. I wonder if they were all nodding their heads in agreement 
while they thought to themselves, “I don’t know what you’re talking about 
half the time but I do believe that you are worth following.” They would 
later understand that even the prophets had foretold all that Jesus would 
suffer and that he would die for the sins of his people. Even today, God 
continues to do things that surprise and mystify us, but those who have 
encountered him through Jesus Christ have no intention of walking away. 

But back to the women who went to the grave and found it empty. The 
turning point in the story is in Luke 24:6-8, 

He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still 
in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 
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men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered 
his words.

That is the ultimate “AH HA” moment. Everything in this story turns on 
the realization that Jesus had spoken the truth. It never occurred to them 
that he was speaking literally about resurrecting from the dead but if he 
had in fact done so, that changed everything.

If the atheists were right and there is no God, and everything happens 
randomly for no particular reason other than chance, then the resurrection 
is an impossibility. The fact that Jesus did resurrect from the dead (and the 
historical evidence is overwhelming that he did) the fact that he knew that 
he would, even to the point that he was able to reveal it beforehand, 
changes everything. It means that things are not random, but are a part of 
an ordered universe and this is God’s world, not ours. If it’s God’s world 
then nothing is impossible and we of all people should strive to know his 
word intimately, looking to more fully understand the God that we serve 
and how we are to know and enjoy him.

This makes verses like Colossians 3:1-4 come alive with possibilities. Look 
again at our epistle reading from Colossians, 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

If this is God’s world and therefore nothing is impossible, then setting our 
minds on things above for our strength, comfort and direction makes far 
more sense than focusing on the things offered to us by the world. As Jesus 
warned in Matthew 6:19, 



Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal.

When the women at the tomb realized the resurrection had happened, that 
began a life of faith where nothing would be impossible if God was in it. 
Why settle for trinkets when God, through Jesus Christ was offering a 
kingdom.

Next week we will look at the effect of the revelation of the risen Savior on 
the disciples, but now I want to give you some current encouraging 
evidence that we live in God’s world and we should have confidence that 
all things are working out according to his holy will.

If we have a steady diet of what the western media is feeding us then we 
can grow weary, discouraged and cynical. The secular media would never 
report the positive, encouraging things that are happening around the 
world. They would have us believe that Islam is growing faster than any 
other religion and we will all soon come under their rule. They make no 
provision for the truth that this is God’s world and he will accomplish 
whatever he wills.

On Wednesday afternoon at GAFCON, author Jason Mandryk of Operation 
World spoke to us about what God was doing around the world. I think 
you will be amazed, encouraged and motivated join in the fight for the 
kingdom of God. I have a film clip of Jason Mandryk’s session at 
GAFCON.

Film clip 6:35 to 12:48 
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God is moving in power accomplishing amazing things through those who 
move by faith in His word. They are doing the impossible and confounding 
the enemy in doing so. They are giving all for the glory of God and he is 
showing them his good pleasure. Let that be true of us too. 

Let’s pray.
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