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Worship—The Key to the Presence of God

Text: 2 Chronicles 6:36–7:3 

This week we are on part three of our series on worshipping God. The first 
week we saw that men and women were created in the image of God and 
were made to worship God. It is our highest calling and it is through 
worship that we will experience and celebrate God’s presence.

Worship was to be a matter of gazing with delight, gratitude and love for 
the creator and should result in finding creative expressions of this through 
how we live, through writing or speaking, and through art, and music, 
each of these things can reveal hearts of praise and adoration. This would 
be how the world would know the love and mercy of the creator God 
through his redeemed humanity. This is how we would most clearly reflect 
his glory.

Turning away from God and his commands is the opposite and should not 
be seen as merely breaking the rules but as the failure to worship the 
creator. Sin should be seen as unnatural and against everything that we 
were created for. To those who have been transformed by Jesus Christ, 
worship should be the most natural thing in the world as the image of God 
is restored to the purpose for which it was created. It should bring us the 
greatest joy and fulfillment. We saw how God’s word points us to the fact 
that all creation reveals the glory, power and majesty of the creator and 
invites us to join it in declaring this through our worship and praise of 
God.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+6:1-7:3&version=ESV


Last week we considered how God has revealed to us his character and 
nature through his names and how this alone gives us reason to bow before 
him in adoration and praise. As the Psalmist declared in Psalm 138:2, 

I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all 
things your name and your word.

God reveals to us who he is through his various names and each of those 
names gives us a separate reason to praise, honor and worship him. Israel 
knew that God’s name was to be holy and they were not to profane it or 
take it in vain. The priests of Israel were to minister in the name of the Lord 
and calling on the name of the Lord was considered worship. To minister in 
the name of the Lord or the name of God was a summary statement 
embodying the entire person of God. When we pray in Jesus name or take 
authority over the enemies of God in Jesus name we are speaking of 
everything that we know of Jesus and bringing that to bear on the 
situation. 

When he taught the disciples I AM the “bread of Life, I AM the light of the 
world, I AM the door and I AM the Good Shepherd, I AM the resurrection 
and the life, I AM the way, the truth and the life and I AM the true vine he 
was telling them everything they needed to know to move in faith and 
obedience. He was essentially revealing to them, I AM all that you need; I 
AM the one you have been hoping and longing for. When it comes to 
worshipping God it is essential that we know as much about him as we 
can, as this leads to a deeper understanding of the one that we worship. 

Before we move on let’s see how this is effective by considering a portion of 
our reading from this morning. In our passage from 2 Chronicles 6:36–7:3 
we find King Solomon addressing God and inviting him to come and dwell 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+138:2&version=ESV
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within the temple that had just been finished. God is being invited to come 
in glory just like he did in the tabernacle during the Israelites wilderness 
wandering. Solomon is acknowledging that Israel has sinned but is 
pointing out to God (Elohim-—judge, divine one) that they have come in 
repentance. Solomon asks in 6:39 and 40, 

…then hear from heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their pleas, 
and maintain their cause and forgive your people who have sinned against 
you. 40 Now, O my God, let your eyes be open and your ears attentive to 
the prayer of this place.

In this short passage we can see that Solomon knows that God is living and 
personal and he heard their prayers and had eyes to see and was willing to 
forgive those who come to him in repentance. It was helpful to know the 
character of God so he would know exactly how to pray. So in knowing 
how to pray Solomon then addresses who he knows God to be in 6:41, 

And now arise, O Lord God (Jehovah Elohim), and go to your resting 
place, you and the ark of your might. Let your priests, O Lord God, 
be clothed with salvation, and let your saints rejoice in your goodness.

 He knows that Jehovah Elohim is the one true God who is also the judge, 
ruler and divine one. How does he know this? Because God had revealed 
this about himself to Israel countless times through his names and Solomon 
was counting on the unchangeable nature of God.

Then we read of God’s response to the repentance of Israel and the prayer 
of Solomon in 7:1–3, 

As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and 
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the temple. 2 And the priests could not enter the house of 
the Lord, because the glory of the Lord filled the Lord's house.3 When all 



the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of the Lord on the 
temple, they bowed down with their faces to the ground on the pavement 
and worshiped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, “For he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever.” 

Jehovah Elohim showed once again that he is who he had promised that he 
was through his names. He didn’t just demonstrate his power by raining 
down fire from Heaven and consuming the sacrifice laid out for him but 
His glory filled the temple to such a degree that the priests could not go in 
to do their job.

The response of the people was to bow down with their faces to the ground 
and to worship and give thanks. In their praise they testified that God was 
good and that His steadfast love endures forever. These stories and others 
like them should cause us to seek to know all that we can about God and 
how he has revealed to us his character and attributes through his names. 

This should be a vital part of our day, every day. We should seek God 
through his word and allow the word to teach and inform us of the reasons 
that he is worthy of our praise and worship. This reflection is not the same 
as academic study of the Scriptures but it is taking the time to reflect upon 
what the Scripture has revealed to us about God. King David wrote in 
Psalm 63:3–7, 

Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 4 So 
I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands.5 My 
soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, and my mouth will praise 
you with joyful lips,6 when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on 
you in the watches of the night; 7 for you have been my help, and in the 
shadow of your wings I will sing for joy.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+63:+3%E2%80%937&version=ESV


It was upon reflection on God and his mercy that the Psalmist is able to 
rejoice and praise him as he meditates in the watches of the night. Psalm 
119:15 declares, 

I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. I will 
delight in your statues; I will not forget your word.

We should meditate on the reasons that we have to trust in God and give 
his words the opportunity to penetrate, not just our minds but our 
emotions—the places where we are broken—and our will, the place where 
we make decisions and choices. We reflect on the names of God so that we 
can encounter the living Word, Jesus himself. We meditate and reflect on 
who He is so that every part of our being, our thoughts and our affections 
and ambitions are submitted to God and we turn and seek His glory and 
honor as we fall down and praise him. 

If we are spending this time in personal daily devotion and worship then 
we are not coming to corporate worship starving spiritually but instead we 
are coming to gather with those whom God has placed us with in the local 
body. 

Our personal time of devotion is the time where we ask God for his mercy 
in helping us deal with the sins that separate us from Him and keep us 
from hearing the God who speaks and seeing the revelation of the God 
who is moving in our midst. When we come together in corporate worship 
we are not coming merely as individuals but as a vital part of the body of 
Christ. If we are merely coming to receive an individual blessing then we 
will miss the richness that is to be found in worshipping as the people of 
God.

We come together as the people of God, the body of Christ, as individuals 
who have had a common experience of finding salvation and purpose 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119:15&version=ESV


through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The result of that 
relationship that we have found in Christ is that we are brought into the 
body of Christ as members of a covenant community committed to the 
restoration of the marred images of God and the restoration of creation 
through the power and message of the Gospel. From the beginning it was 
always about God raising up a people for his own possession, not simply 
finding the right person for this or for that. In light of this we come 
together to bow before King Jesus whom we honor, serve and worship 
together. 

We also acknowledge that we have a common enemy who fears our King 
and fears the power and strength that comes from a unified people who are 
focused on the glory of the King and his kingdom but also who are 
committed to the precept that we consider each other as more important 
than ourselves as individuals.

I have heard it said that Christians may as well learn to get along now 
because they will be spending eternity together and I guess there is some 
truth to that. However, I believe that the greater reason is that we are the 
army of God and we are in this war against the kingdom of darkness 
together. One of the greatest tactics of Satan is to get individuals within the 
Body of Christ to take their eyes off of the glory of the King and the need 
for a unified army but instead focus on petty differences and on the curse 
of being offended.

As we move into what the Bible has to teach us about corporate worship I 
believe that it is vital that we understand the model that God had for Israel 
and what it costs them to turn away from what God had prescribed for 
worship. Our model is really not that different, as we will see over this 
series on worship. 



As we have already seen God was very clear in his revelation to Israel, both 
through creation and through his actions on their behalf and the revelation 
of his names. God had clearly manifested his presence through the 
miraculous signs and wonders that he performed on their behalf both in 
Egypt, the exodus and in their wilderness wanderings. All of this 
demonstrated that he was unique and like no other and that he, unlike the 
idols that they ended up worshipping, was able to actually act on their 
behalf and to intervene in the experiences of life on behalf of his 
worshippers.

This was to be the foundation and basis for Hebrew worship, which is they 
worshipped the one true and living God who moved on their behalf and 
was not bashful about revealing himself. Among all the deeds of God 
recorded in the Old Testament, two are foundational to the idea of worship. 

The first is that God himself moved to establish relationship with Israel by 
committing himself through the covenant promise, “I will be your God” 
and the covenant stipulation, “You will be my people.” This was to 
establish a worshipping community that, like God, was holy and set apart 
from the world. 

The second is the Hebrew exodus from the land of Egypt—God rescuing a 
people that he was setting apart for his own possession and blessing. This 
was designed to prompt worship from those who were rescued and those 
who would later hear about Yahweh’s dealings with Egypt and with Israel. 
All of these things should have been enough to prompt grateful obedience 
and worship from Israel. They should have seen that all of this— the 
holiness of God, the holy imminence of God (His willingness to 
condescend to come down as the God who transcends all of His creation), 
and the fact that he sovereignly intervened on their behalf—should have 



been obvious that he was a divine being who should be worshipped and 
obeyed.

God speaks to Israel through the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 44:6–8, 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
“I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 
7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it before me,  
since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and 
what will happen.8 Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old 
and declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? 
There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

The Psalms were written and given to Israel to sing together in worship as 
a reminder of their God and his faithful covenant dealings with them. 
Consider Psalm 103 that we said together this morning. It was and is a 
song of thanks to the Lord for all the good things that he had done for 
David (the author) and for his people. Imagine for a moment the glory of 
the Lord filling the temple in Jerusalem and the people of God in grateful 
praise raising their voices of thanksgiving to God by singing this song.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,  
 bless his holy name! 2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits, 
3 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 4 who redeems 
your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who 
satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s

Can you imagine them once again being overwhelmed by the power of 
God’s presence and the joy of being his people while offering him a song of 
praise and thanksgiving. This is the worship experience that God was 
offering Israel, but they rejected him and broke covenant with him. They 
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did that because they wanted to be like the other nations even to the point 
of worshipping their gods who were man made idols and could not re-act 
with them.

Israel was to be the light of Yahweh to the nations so that they could come 
and worship their creator to but instead they allowed other nations to 
infect them with pagan worship and idolatry.  One of the saddest passages 
in all of the Old Testament is Ezekiel 10:18–19, 

Then the glory of the Lord went out from the threshold of the house, and 
stood over the cherubim. 19 And the cherubim lifted up their wings and 
mounted up from the earth before my eyes as they went out, with the 
wheels beside them.

Solomon’s temple witnessed both the blessing of God’s divine presence in 
the form of the cloud of glory, and the tragedy of God’s glory departing the 
temple due to Israel’s sin of idolatry. It was not long after Ezekiel’s vision 
that the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar plundered the treasures of 
Solomon’s temple and tore it down. Even when the temple was partially 
rebuilt in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah the glory of God never did return 
to dwell there.

Notice the contrast from our reading in 2 Chronicles 6:36–7:3 and our 
gospel reading from Mark 14:53–65. I chose that gospel reading as a 
contrast between the glory of God falling upon Solomon’s temple and the 
coldness and deadness of the temple in Jerusalem in the time of Jesus. They 
still worshipped God there but they were worshipping a God that they did 
not know personally. When he does show up in the temple they don’t 
recognize him and they sentence him to death for claiming to be who he 
actually was.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+10:18%E2%80%9319&version=ESV
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The issue for us today is what is being worshipped… is it the one true and 
living God, or is it a combination of Christianity and other things that have 
been brought in by the culture and have infected true worship? I think you 
will agree that one of the reasons that the Christian church in the West is 
dying is because it has failed to worship the true God but instead insists on 
worshipping a caricature of God that they have made according to their 
own desires.

The writer of Hebrews has something to teach us about this dilemma today. 
Let’s read Hebrews 12:22–24, 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and 
to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

Although in our earthly journey we have not yet arrived at the city of the 
living God, we have by faith arrived at the Heavenly Jerusalem because of 
Jesus who has gone before us. Because of this we are by faith able to enter 
into the most Holy Place in worship. All true believers can gratefully share 
in the celebration and worship of the Heavenly assembly as they worship 
the true King Jesus who has made a way for all things to be restored. (25–
27) 

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape 
when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we 
escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12:22%E2%80%9324&version=ESV


God’s voice speaking the Gospel must be listened to and obeyed with even 
greater attention than when he spoke the law from Mt. Sinai. The writer of 
Hebrews began the writing with the announcement in 1:3 that 

Jesus, is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his 
nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, ...

His work is finished and there are only two options, we will worship the 
God of Scripture and receive the blessings of the kingdom, or we will turn 
away and worship other gods (either material or god’s of our own 
imaginations) and pay the price of God’s judgment.

If we want the presence of God then the key is to worship him in Spirit and 
in Truth. We don’t get to decide what that looks like because God has 
prescribed how it is that we approach him in worship. We will take a look 
at that next week.

My prayer for us is that we will come to the living God through Jesus 
Christ and worship him with all that we are and all that we have. He is 
worth it, He is our greatest treasure.

In the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

©2017 Rev. Mike Moffitt


