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Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
Light of Christ Anglican Church 

The Rev. Mike Moffitt, July 9, 2017

What’s in a Name

Text: 1 Chronicles 16: 23–34

Last week we began a series on what it means to worship God. I felt the 
need to start with what it means for us as individuals and we will continue 
that today. Next week we will turn and look at what it means to worship 
God corporately as the people of God. 

We began by seeing that we were created to worship God, which should be 
the most natural thing for us as creatures. We were created as those who 
bore the image of our creator and we were, (quoting N.T. Wright) 

…designed to function like angled mirrors. We are created in order 
to reflect the worship of all creation back to the creator and by the 
same means to reflect the wise sovereignty of the creator into the 
world. Human beings worshipping their creator were thus the 
intended key to the proper flourishing of the world.

Worship was to be a matter of gazing with delight, gratitude and love for 
the creator and should result in using creative expressions in actions, 
words, art, and music to reveal hearts of praise and adoration. This would 
be how the world would know the love and mercy of the creator God 
through his redeemed humanity. We saw that actually sin was not merely a 
matter of breaking the rules but was a failure to worship the creator in 
favor of worshipping the creature (us or some other force within creation 
that was not designed to be worshipped). Jesus in speaking to the woman 
at the well in Samaria revealed, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Chronicles+16:23%E2%80%9327&version=ESV
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“But the hour is coming and is now here, when true worshippers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people 
to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.”  John 4:23–24

Last week we saw that creation is our constant reminder that the God who 
created all things is able to re-create us into his image and to ultimately 
restore all creation and we should join those around his throne who fall 
down and worship him for this. Creation itself is the revelation that God 
who is Spirit has condescended to come down to us in bodily form and 
dwell in our midst in the person of Jesus Christ. In doing so he revealed the 
truth of his love and mercy but also that he alone was to be the object of 
our desire—anything else is idolatry.

Today I want us to focus on what the word of God reveals to us about who 
it is that we are worshipping and why we should give our lives and all that 
we are to him.

In talking with people in the community I often hear them refer to God as 
“the man upstairs” and they claim to have some appreciation or 
understanding with this fellow. One man told me that he and the “man 
upstairs” had an understanding and he was fine the way he was. He was 
revealing to me something very important—he did not know the God of 
scripture, but instead had come up with a god that fit into his view of 
things: one who did not require anything from him but should always be 
available to do what that god is supposed to do, which is… be available to 
meet his needs. 

Now you may be tempted to shake your head at such a foolish attitude 
about God but the problem is that this may be more of the common 
attitude within the church to, it just takes a different form. Most people 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4:23%E2%80%9324&version=ESV
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who attend church would not likely speak of God in the same terms but 
the attitude is often very similar. Somehow God is there for their benefit, 
but giving up everything for him is just going too far—or is it? 

The definition of worship from Webster’s dictionary is to adore; esteem 
worthy; reverence, pay homage, etc., but what is the definition of biblical 
worship? This is an important question because if Christianity is about God 
in Christ restoring the marred image of God and transforming that image 
into worshipers of God, then it is imperative that the Christian know what 
biblical worship is.

Biblical worship is an attitude and an act that is informed by the revelation 
of who God actually is and the response to that revelation. In order to 
experience true biblical worship as individuals and as the church we must 
first understand who it is that we are worshiping and that is clearly seen 
through God’s revelation of himself through his Word and Holy Spirit. 

I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing 
your praise; 2 I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your 
name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness,  for you have exalted 
above all things your name and your word.  Psalm 138:1–2

God has exalted above all things his name and his word because his name 
reveals to us who it is that we are to worship and why and we know this 
through his word. We know what God is like, not only by creation and the 
wonder of his works, but by the way he describes to us his character and 
nature which are found in his names. For many the names “God” or 
“Lord” reveal nothing more than a divine being of some sort but it doesn’t 
reveal to them anything about his character or how we should understand 
our responsibility to worship and place our hope in him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+138&version=ESV
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Years ago a friend bought me a wooden cross that hangs on our living 
room wall and in the center of the cross is written Jesus. For me that is a 
name that gladdens my heart and brings me joy but written all around the 
name of Jesus are the descriptions: Morning Star; Lord; Giver of Life; 
King of Kings; Messiah; Son of God; Word; Good Shepherd; Emmanuel; 
Lamb of God; Comforter; Prince of Peace; Savior; Rock; Wonderful 
Counselor; Bread of Life.

Each of these descriptions are from God’s Word and they tell me so much 
more about Jesus that causes me to see more clearly why I follow him and 
why he is worthy of my worship, praise and adoration. I have a t-shirt that 
has a picture of a Lion and it quotes Hosea 11:10, “They will follow the 
Lord and he will roar like a lion” below that it reads “Jesus Christ—Lion of 
Judah”. Every time I wear it, usually to the gym, it reminds me that my 
God is the Lion of Judah and he is coming back to claim what is his.

He should be honored and feared and he is not there for me to pet 
adoringly like I would a cat. This is a Lion and you best pay attention when 
a lion shows up. God’s names reveal his power and authority and it should 
be noted that it was God who revealed his names to Israel instead of them 
coming up with pet names for him. His names were to evoke reverence, 
fear and praise, and adoration.

A while ago I did a study of the names of God and I was overwhelmed by 
them. There are basically seven names for God in the scriptures but after 
the names there is always a description of the character and nature of the 
name of God. For example, in the Hebrew Elohim is the plural form of EL 
meaning “strong one”. It is a word used of false gods, but when used of the 
true God, it is a plural form of majesty and intimates the trinity. It is 
especially used of God’s sovereignty, creative work, and action on behalf of 
Israel. Isaiah 54:5, “For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is his 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+11:10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+54:5&version=ESV
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name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is 
called.“

This one passage revealed so much to Israel that it alone should have 
caused them to fall down on their faces in worship and adoration. The 
prophet is proclaiming that their creator is their husband, they are his 
bride. His name is Jehovah, who they knew to be the name of the holy one 
of Israel and he is the one who would redeem them from their oppression, 
Elohim, the God of the whole earth he is called. By focusing on the names 
of God in just one passage they should have understood enough about God 
to bring them to their knees in grateful worship and praise. 

In Genesis 17:1 God appears to Abraham and declares, “I am God almighty, 
walk before me and be blameless.” In this case God reveals himself as El 
Shaddai—God Almighty, the one who had universal dominion and 
Abraham should be faithful to him because of that reason alone. Earlier in 
Genesis 14:19 Melchizedek blessed Abraham, “Blessed be Abram by God most 
high, creator of Heaven and Earth and blessed be the God most high who delivered 
you enemies into your hand.”

Here God is referred to as El Elyon—God most high and to Haggar in 
Genesis 16:13 God is referred to as El Olam—The everlasting God, the God 
who will always be.

The most common name for God in the Old Testament however is Jehovah 
(or Yahweh depending  on when in history it is being translated) which 
means “to exist; to be. It emphasizes God’s unchangeableness and the fact 
that he will not wear out. Exodus 3 begins the story of God in a burning 
bush calling Moses to go back to Egypt so that God can rescue his people 
Israel from bondage and oppression. Moses asks God, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+14:17%E2%80%9320&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+16:13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3:13%E2%80%9315&version=ESV
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“Who should I tell them sent me?" God (Elohim) said to Moses, "‘I am 
who I am’. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I Am has sent me 
to you.’ Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The Lord (Jehovah), the God 
(Elohim) of your fathers, the God (Elohim) of Abraham, the God (Elohim) 
of Isaac, and the God (Elohim) of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my 
name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.”

When we see Jehovah used there are always titles that reveal additional 
facts about his character. Many of you are familiar with a lot of these 
designations:

Jehovah Jireh: “The Lord will provide”. Jehovah Nissi: The Lord is my 
banner—he is the one who fights for his people. Jehovah Shalom: The 
Lord is peace. Jehovah  Roi: The Lord is my Shepherd. Jehovah Shammah: 
“The Lord is there” which in Ezekiel 48:35 promises God’s presence in his 
kingdom. The list goes on and on and includes other terms for God like 
Adonai—which is the plural form of majesty and stresses man’s 
relationship to God as their master, authority and provider.

While wandering in the wilderness for 40 years God reveals himself to 
Moses and Israel in so many ways and Moses writes the stories of their 
encounters with God so that Israel will always remember that this is their 
God and they should be faithful to Him and worship Him only. When God 
brings Israel across the Red Sea on dry land Moses and his sister Miriam 
sing a song of praise to the God who had delivered them. Listen to Exodus 
15:2–3 with an ear for the name of God and the description of who they 
now knew that he was. 

The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation;  
this is my God, and I will praise him, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+48:35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+15:2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+15:2-3&version=ESV
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my father's God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war;  
the Lord is his name.

The Lord (Jehovah) has become my salvation and I might point out that the 
word used for my salvation is Yeshua which is the Hebrew name that is 
translated Jesus (Jehovah has become my Yeshua). Israel was being 
reminded in song that God was their strength and their salvation. They had 
no reason not to trust him to get them to the Promised Land. They now 
knew how they would do it because The Lord was a warrior who would 
fight on their behalf.

Throughout their journey in the wilderness and even into the Promised 
Land God always revealed his power, love and mercy towards his people. 
They found time and again that he was their deliverer, provision, strength; 
he was everlasting and over all of creation and they were taught to praise 
him using the names that he had revealed to them.

God’s name was to be holy and they were not to profane it or take it in 
vain. The priests of Israel were to minister in the name of the Lord, and 
calling on the name of the Lord was considered worship. To minister in the 
name of the Lord or the name of God was a summary statement 
embodying the entire person of God.

With all of this experience and history, how could Israel even be tempted to 
follow after other gods? God had revealed himself in such powerful ways 
and gave them so many examples of his faithfulness and yet they quickly 
turned aside to follow after other gods who were made of wood, metal or 
stone. God had declared to them I AM your God and YOU ARE to be my 
people. In other words when God declared that I AM the God of your 
fathers, Israel was to declare to the nations HE IS the God of our fathers. 
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The nations should have known all that I AM was because Israel was 
declaring that HE IS, but they would not. The prophets warned them but 
they would not listen. In 1 Kings 18:21 Elijah confronted the people of 
Israel at Mt. Carmel, 

"How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If
the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people 
did not answer him a word.

The Lord speaks through Isaiah the prophet what was coming upon Israel 
for their foolishness. Isaiah 29:13–14 (The Message), 

These people make a big show of saying the right thing, but their hearts 
aren’t in it. Because they act like they’re worshiping me but don’t mean it, 
I’m going to step in and shock them awake, astonish them, stand them on 
their ears. The wise ones who had it all figured out will be exposed as fools. 
The smart people who thought they knew everything will turn out to know 
nothing.

Consider our Old Testament reading this morning from 1 Chronicles 16:23–
27, 

Sing to the Lord (Jehovah), all the earth! Tell of his salvation (Yeshua) from 
day to day.24 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works 
among all the peoples! 25 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
and he is to be feared above all gods.26 For all the gods of the peoples are 
worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.27 Splendor and majesty are 
before him; strength and joy are in his place.

This is to be the heart of the people of God and the chronicler is not only 
giving a command but he is giving the reasons why the command should 
be obeyed. This is our God and he is worthy to be revered and praised. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18:21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+29:13%E2%80%9314&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Chronicles+16:23%E2%80%9327&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Chronicles+16:23%E2%80%9327&version=ESV
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Israel refused, but Praise God that he continued with his plan of 
redemption.

When we turn to the New Testament we find once again that God is going 
to reveal himself through His name but this time there will be a living 
bodily presence in the name of Yeshua (the salvation of God), Jesus. John 
1:12– 

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God…

In other words they believed that Yeshua was indeed the God of their 
salvation.  In Matthew 18:20 believers are to gather together in his name. In 
John 14:13–14 prayer is to be made in his name. It is at the name of Jesus 
that every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
(Philippians 2:10–11).

In the New Testament the most common term for God in the Greek is 
Theos and it is the equivalent of Elohim meaning the only true God. This is 
the word used to describe Jesus in John 1:18, “No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.” 
Jesus is made known as God in the flesh and his name declares who he is 
and why he is to be seen as our salvation and worshipped. 

God came in the flesh to continue to demonstrate his character and nature, 
but this time he came in a way that men could see and understand and to 
demonstrate his love for us by paying the price of our sins. In John 20:28 
Thomas, upon seeing the risen savior, finally has a moment of absolute 
clarity from the Holy Spirit when he declares, “My Lord and my 
God!” (My Lord—Kurios (master) and my God—Theos) That was the 
moment when Thomas’ confession became worship and his salvation and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1:12%E2%80%93&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1:12%E2%80%93&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18:18%E2%80%9320&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:13%E2%80%9314&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2:8%E2%80%9311&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1:15%E2%80%9318&version=ESV
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he showed that by living into his confession. This was his God and he 
would live and die for him, which he did.

In all Scriptures, Old and New Testament there are 931 examples of the 
name of God with various descriptions of who he is. It is clear that God 
desires that we know who he is and respond in worship to him 
accordingly. The reason that Jesus was so hard on the religious leaders of 
his day was that they put on the appearance of righteousness but their 
hearts revealed that they did not know and worship I AM.

Instead they hated him for declaring in John 8:58, 

“I tell you the truth, before Abraham was, I AM. At this they picked up 
stones to throw at him but he hid himself.”

This was a very different response than Thomas because, unlike him, the 
Pharisees didn’t believe that Jesus was who he claimed to be. When you 
know him, you will follow and worship him, you can’t help it because it’s 
the only reasonable response and it will by necessity change you. One thing 
becomes clear when you consider God’s word and decide to follow and 
worship Jesus: there is no following him a little bit, it’s all or nothing. I 
once heard John Hagee say, “Jesus is either Lord of all or not at all” and to 
that I say Amen!

 If I know that I am supposed to go to New York City I can’t run down 95 
south to get there because I prefer going in that direction. It will not lead 
me to New York City and there is no use claiming that my destination is 
NYC if I am not willing to go that way. You can’t claim to be a Christ 
follower and only follow him a little bit but instead you must follow where 
he leads. You’re either pursuing Jesus or you’re not and it doesn’t take long 
to see what you’re worshiping by where you’re heading.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+John+8:54%E2%80%9358&version=ESV
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The names of God tell us who he is and why he is worthy of our praise and 
the commands of God show us how he wants us to live. Jesus’ death and 
resurrection provides the way and the Holy Spirit provides the power and 
ability to follow through.

Have you chosen to follow Jesus wherever he leads or have you tried to 
only follow him a little bit? Pay attention to the names of God and they will 
lead you to your knees. 

The Psalmist reminds us as to how we should think and live: 

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! 2 Sing to 
the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 3 Declare his 
glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;  he is to be feared above all 
gods.

Elijah’s exhortation to Israel on Mt. Carmel is still before us today: 

How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If 
the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.

Israel chose not to respond but what about you?

What is your answer to the call of Jesus on your life? My prayer is that each 
of us here this morning will see through the names of God that he is 
worthy of our surrender and of our faithful obedience. There is no other 
way to salvation. 

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen
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